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Dynamics of Inheritance in Southern Opera: Taking the Relationship
Between Puxian Opera and Liyuan Opera as an Example

ZHANG Lijuan

(School of Culture and Communication, Putian College, Putian 351148, China)

Abstract: Both Puxian Opera and Liyuan Opera are living echoes of Southern Opera , and their geographical
proximity has fostered an intimate relationship. The nature of this relationship, however, differs considerably
across the three branches of Liyuan Opera: Little Liyuan, Shanglu, and Xianan. Adopting script comparison as
its principal analytical tool, this study substantiates these varying affinities. First, it shows that Puxian Opera
and Little Liyuan have the deepest historical ties and the most active mutual exchanges, sharing a large repertoire
of plays traceable to common origins. Second, Puxian Opera and the Xianan branch are both predominantly
products of local cultivation; their convergence in folk aesthetics has enabled some cross-influence, but the
considerable differences in their playlists indicate a weaker bond than that found with Little Liyuan. Third,
although the Shanglu branch is a direct heir of Southern Opera, its staging conventions for related plays are
fundamentally different from those of Puxian Opera, leaving the two with the shallowest connection. By comparing
these three strands, this paper explores how and why Puxian Opera and Liyuan Opera have dynamically inherited
the Southern Opera tradition. This inquiry uncovers a core principle of opera dissemination: the emergence and
evolution of an opera genre is by no means the passive receipt of influence from a single source; as a composite
art, every one of its integral elements can actively and interdependently reshape the whole.
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