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ABSTRACT The year 2026 marks the 120th anniversary of the birth of Professor WU Zhizhong, a
founder and pioneer of occupational medicine in China and a distinguished medical
educator. From 1937 to 1950, Professor Wu served at Xiangya School of Medicine, where
he assumed the multiple roles of medical educator, academic pioneer, and university
administrator. During this period, he made remarkable contributions to talent cultivation,
academic development, and the coordination of the college’s wartime relocation and
postwar restoration. The thirteen years he spent at Xiangya represented the formative

period during which the qualities that would later define him as a distinguished medical
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scholar first emerged. Based on historical archival materials, this article systematically

reviews Professor WU Zhizhong’s academic practice at Xiangya, with the aim of

providing historical insights for upholding fundamental principles while fostering

innovation in medical education in the new era.
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Figure 1 WU Zhizhong with colleagues at Xiangya Village, Guiyang, during the college’s wartime relocation (from left: WU

Zhizhong, dean of academic affairs and professor of internal medicine; ZHANG Xiaoqian, dean and professor of internal

medicine; LING Minyou, director of general affairs and professor of neuropsychiatry; and WANG Zhaoxun, dean of student

affairs and director of student life guidance, and professor of anatomy)
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Figure 2 Xiangya School of Medicine faculty at Chongqing Army Hospital, the college’s clinical training site during its
wartime relocation to Chongqing (front row, from left: LIU Bingyang, professor of medical microbiology; WU Zhizhong;
ZHANG Xiaoqian, dean; WANG Zhaoxun, professor of anatomy; and ZHANG Dewei, professor of histology and
embryology)
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Figure 3 Group photo of doctors from the Department of Internal Medicine, Xiangya School of Medicine, taken in

February 1950 following the college’s post-war return to Changsha
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