
Abstract  This paper analyzes rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity. Firstly, on the basis of making 
clear what common prosperity is in the 
new era along with its connotation, the 
connotation of rural revitalization under the 
goal of common prosperity is systematically 
delved into six dimensions: subject, 
motivation, content, path, process, and goal. 
Secondly, the intrinsic relationship between 
common prosperity and rural revitalization 
is examined from the perspectives of 
rural revitalization, common prosperity, 
and development. Thirdly, grounded on 
theoretical analysis, this paper outlines 
strategic key points for rural revitalization 
under the goal of common prosperity 
upon applying designing principles to  
practice.
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1	 Introduction

After China secured an all-around 
victory in the fight against poverty 
and built a moderately prosperous 

society in all respects in 2020, continuously 
advancing comprehensive rural revitalization 
and progressively achieving common 
prosperity for all has been placed in a 
more important position and become a 
more urgent historical imperative. Since 
the rural revitalization strategy was put 
forward in the report to the 19th National 
Congress of the CPC, in order to make 
specific arrangements for comprehensively 
promoting rural revitalization, the 
central government has issued a series of 
important documents, such as the Opinions 
of the CPC Central Committee and the 
State Council on Implementing the Rural 
Revitalization Strategy, the Opinions of 
the CPC Central Committee and the State 
Council on Comprehensively Promoting 
Rural Revitalization and Accelerating the 
Modernization of Agriculture and Rural 
Areas, and the Strategic Plan for Village 
Revitalization (2018–2022). Of particular 
notice, the Strategic Plan for Village 
Revitalization (2018–2022) affirms the 
rural revitalization strategy as an inevitable 
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choice to achieve common prosperity for all. 
General Secretary Xi Jinping said the rural 
revitalization strategy should enable farmers 
to achieve more notable and substantive 
progress in prosperity for all, affirming 
the role of rural revitalization strategy as a 
powerful booster to the common prosperity 
for farmers and rural areas, and for all. 
The most challenging and arduous tasks 
in achieving common prosperity for all 
remain in rural areas, which also represent 
the broadest and most solid foundation and 
the strongest potential and momentum. To 
sum up, genuine common prosperity for 
all can only be achieved on the premise of 
prosperous rural areas and affluent farmers. 
While the rural revitalization strategy 
serves as a major national strategy aimed at 
enhancing agricultural efficiency, advancing 
rural development, and increasing farmers’ 
income, it is also the exclusive means by 
which common prosperity for all can be 
achieved. It is a major topic of making 
overall planning for rural revitalization to 
discuss theoretically and practically the 
scientific connotation of rural revitalization 
under the goal of common prosperity, the 
intrinsic relationship between common 
prosperity and rural revitalization, 
and strategic key points for rural 
revitalization under the goal of common  
prosperity.

There exists a wealth of research 
literature on rural revitalization and 
common prosperity, but mostly delving into 
them individually. Literature about rural 
revitalization strategy covers theoretical 
research on its necessity and target 
requirements (Han, 2017; Han, 2018; Huang, 
2021) and practical research on its models 

and experience (Fu, 2018; Qi et al., 2021; 
Yang et al., 2018). Literature about common 
prosperity encompasses theoretical research 
on its goal, connotation and realization path 
(Shi, 2021; Tang et al., 2022; Wan, 2021; 
Yang et al., 2021) and practical research 
on the common prosperity of farmers 
and rural areas (Xu et al., 2021; Zheng et 
al., 2022). The extant literature on rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is limited. The focus has been on 
the relationship between rural revitalization  
and common prosperity. For instance, 
Li (2019) argued that China has already 
established the basic conditions for achieving 
common prosperity after 70 years of practice 
and exploration, with rural revitalization 
serving being a key factor. Similarly, Li et 
al. (2021) contended that implementing 
the rural revitalization strategy helps 
consolidate and expand the achievements  
of poverty alleviation and further 
modernize agriculture and rural areas, in 
a bid to minimize the imbalance between 
urban and rural development, thereby 
solidly propelling common prosperity. 
Huang (2021) summarized discussions on 
the correlations of poverty alleviation, rural 
revitalization, and common prosperity, 
expounded on the four intrinsic logics 
of rural revitalization and common 
prosperity from theoretical, historical, 
realistic, and international aspects, and 
identified theoretical issues that require 
attention to promote high-quality rural 
revitalization for achieving common  
prosperity.

To sum up, delving into rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity remains to be strengthened. 
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On the basis of analyzing the scientific 
connotation of rural revitalization under 
the goal of common prosperity, this paper 
attempts to discuss the intrinsic relationship 
between rural revitalization and common 
prosperity, and put forward the strategic 
key points for rural revitalization under the 
goal of common prosperity after combining 
theory with practice.

2	 Scientific Connotation of 
Rural Revitalization under the 
Goal of Common Prosperity

2.1   	 Concept Definition and 
Connotation Understanding of 
Common Prosperity in the New Era

To gain a thorough understanding, 
common prosperity must be contextualized 
in the new era and Xi’s important speech.  
As Xi pointed out, the gradual realization 
of common prosperity for all is a defining 
feature of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics in the new era. Building 
upon and extending the Marxist notion 
of common prosperity to transforming 
the principal contradiction facing Chinese 
society and building a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects, a more 
accurate understanding of the definition 
and connotation of common prosperity is 
required in light of our reality. Since the 
18th National Congress of the CPC, Xi has 
made a series of important expositions on 
common prosperity, and introduced a range 
of new theories and assertions. For example, 
the CPC’s responsibility now is to rally 
and lead the people of all ethnic groups in 
China in unwaveringly pursuing common 

prosperity; prosperity the CPC’s pursue 
is common prosperity for all; Bringing 
prosperity to all is an essential requirement 
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, 
as well as an important feature of Chinese 
modernization. the CPC must apply a people-
centered development philosophy, so that 
common prosperity can be advanced amid 
high-quality development; and the common 
prosperity the CPC is working to achieve is 
for everyone, and covers the enrichment of 
people’s lives in both the material and non-
material sense. It is not prosperity for a 
minority, nor is it rigid egalitarianism.

These expositions have injected 
new ideas, new features and new pathways 
into common prosperity, providing a 
fundamental guideline for defining its 
concept and connotation in the new era. 
Following Xi’s important expositions on 
common prosperity, this paper attempts 
to define common prosperity in the new 
era as below: Under the leadership of the 
CPC, common prosperity adheres to the 
basic socialist economic system and the 
people-centered development philosophy, 
encouraging people to pursue prosperity 
with industriousness and innovation. 
Through high-quality development, it 
applies a combination of distribution 
according to work, taxation, social insurance, 
transfer payments, and charitable donations 
to narrow the gap between regions, urban 
and rural areas, and income levels, and keep 
up with the people’s ever-growing needs 
for a better life, progressively realizing 
the material abundance and spiritual 
enrichment for all.

Common prosperity in the new 
era is an organic unity of systematic 
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coordination, and its connotation must be 
understood dialectically, dynamically and 
comprehensively. By subject, common 
prosperity in the new era is achieved by all. 
Our people are the subject of implementing 
the goal of common prosperity, and sharing 
its achievements. By motivation, achieving 
common prosperity in the new era is 
motivated by people’s industriousness and 
innovation. Common prosperity cannot be 
passively waited for; rather, it requires the 
collective efforts of all members of society, 
whose industriousness and innovation 
constitute the inexhaustible source of 
achieving the goal of common prosperity. 
By content, common prosperity in the new 
era aims to narrow the gap between regions, 
urban and rural areas, and income levels, 
and keep up with people’s ever-growing 
needs for a better life. In the new era, the 
principal contradiction facing Chinese 
society has evolved into one between 
unbalanced and inadequate development 
and the people’s ever-growing need for a 
better life. Inadequate development means 
insufficient material and spiritual affluence, 
while unbalanced development represents 
disparities in material and spiritual wealth 
across regions and social groups. To 
achieve common prosperity, it is essential 
to address unbalanced and inadequate 
development. By path, common prosperity 
in the new era is achieved by high-quality 
development and coordination of primary, 
secondary, and tertiary distribution. While 
Chinese have to make the cake bigger 
through high-quality development, it is 
essential to divide the cake properly by 
coordinating the primary distribution, 
secondary distribution and tertiary 

distribution systems. By process, common 
prosperity in the new era is progressive. 
Different groups achieve prosperity using 
diverse timelines and to varying degrees, and 
different regions also enjoy disparate levels of 
prosperity. It is impossible for them to attain 
the same level of prosperity simultaneously. 
By goal, common prosperity in the new era 
aims to achieve both material abundance 
and spiritual enrichment for all, which 
constitute the unity of people’s well-rounded 
development, the symbol of common  
prosperity.

2.2   	 Scientific Connotation of 
Rural Revitalization under the Goal 
of Common Prosperity in the New 
Era

Implementing the rural revitalization 
strategy is a major strategic decision made 
by the CPC Central Committee with Xi 
Jinping at the core from the overall cause of 
the Party and the state. Leading the Chinese 
people of all ethnic groups in a concerted 
effort to achieve common prosperity is the 
most important and overarching task of the 
overall cause of the CPC and the state in the 
new era. Therefore, rural revitalization and 
common prosperity are intertwined in both 
qualitative and quantitative provisions. 
While the concept of “common prosperity” 
is not new, the 18th National Congress of 
the CPC in 2012 articulated that China 
should strive for common prosperity. 
Its significance has grown following the 
19th National Congress of the CPC. The 
report to the 19th CPC National Congress 
highlights the solid strides that China aims 
to make towards common prosperity for all 
by 2025, with the goal of basically achieving 
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it by 2050. In line with the 14th Five-Year 
Plan, China is committed to making solid 
progress towards common prosperity for 
all, including the development of an action 
plan for it, during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period. Building on the success of its First 
Centenary Goal of creating a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects, China 
recognizes that achieving common 
prosperity requires a firmer commitment to 
practice. As such, it is particularly necessary 
and important to re-examine the scientific 
connotation of rural revitalization strategy 
under the goal of common prosperity.

Common prosperity in the new era 
is an organic unity with rich connotations, 
which requires rural revitalization under 
the goal of common prosperity to have 
consistent connotations. Only in this way 
can we profoundly and comprehensively 
understand the connotation of rural 

revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity, allowing us to grasp the 
direction and trend of rural revitalization. 
Specifically, six dimensions are involved (see  
Figure 1).

First, in terms of subject, rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is achieved by all farmers. It 
features two meanings. While all farmers 
are the subject engaged in the all-round 
construction of rural revitalization, they 
are beneficiaries of modernization benefits 
from rural revitalization in all aspects.

Second, in terms of motivation, 
rural revitalization under the goal of 
common prosperity stems from the 
endogenous impetus of farmers seeking to 
rise out of poverty. This means that rural 
revitalization could no longer replicate the 
support methods and efforts of the entire 
country and resources across the nation 

ing

ing

Figure 1　Connotation of Rural Revitalization under the Goal of Common Prosperity
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for poverty alleviation. Further, foreign 
aid could only solve temporary needs and 
difficulties. Instead, only by stimulating 
the endogenous impetus of farmers can we 
provide a constant stream of motivations 
for rural revitalization.

Third, in terms of content, rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is the holistic revitalization 
in industry, talent, culture, ecology, and 
organization. The revitalization of industry, 
culture, and ecology aims to satisfy the 
increasing material, spiritual, and ecological 
needs of farmers, while the revitalization of 
talent and organization provides a guarantee 
for it. Moreover, holistic revitalization lays 
a material, cultural, ecological, and talent 
foundation for achieving the integration of 
urban and rural areas and narrowing the 
income gap between them.

Fourth, in terms of path, rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is achieved through high-quality 
rural revitalization and a reasonable interest 
distribution mechanism. High-quality 
rural revitalization involves enhancing 
the efficiency of agricultural development 
and increasing the production of rural 
material wealth; a reasonable interest 
distribution mechanism is designed to 
distribute benefits fairly, ensuring that 
farmers increase income continuously and 
steadily.

Fifth, in terms of process, rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is a medium to long-term 
initiative. Given the complexity and 
difficulty in promoting agriculture, 
rural areas, and farmers, it is unrealistic 
to expect rural revitalization to be 

achieved overnight. Further, the different 
development foundations and resource 
endowments among regions mean that rural  
revitalization does not progress at the same 
pace in every region. The dynamic nature 
of the goal of common prosperity also 
necessitates that rural revitalization is a 
process of orderly advancement in stages.

Sixth, in terms of goal, rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity has the overarching goal of 
achieving the modernization of agriculture, 
rural areas, and farmers. The modernization 
of agriculture and rural areas marks 
improved production and living standards 
of farmers, while the modernization of 
farmers marks improved quality and well-
rounded development of farmers.

3	 Intrinsic Relationship 
between Common Prosperity 
and Rural Revitalization

Rural revitalization is a continuation and 
development of poverty alleviation, aiming to 
keep up with people’s ever-growing needs for 
a better life and ultimately achieve common 
prosperity for all. Rural revitalization and 
common prosperity are intertwined in both 
qualitative and quantitative provisions. Rural 
revitalization is a critical pathway to and an 
important means for achieving common 
prosperity, while common prosperity is the 
ultimate goal of rural revitalization, and 
offers direction and motivation. They are 
unified in the well-rounded development of 
agriculture, rural areas, and farmers, and the 
integrated development of urban and rural 
areas.
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3.1   	 Rural Revitalization Is 
a Critical Pathway to Common 
Prosperity

Rural revitalization plays a constructive and 
instrumental role in common prosperity. In  
terms of its instrumental role, China is an 
agricultural powerhouse with over 500 million  
farmers residing in rural areas, so achieving 
common prosperity depends on rural areas 
and farmers, making rural revitalization a 
key means to achieve common prosperity. 
In terms of its constructive role, common 
prosperity cannot be achieved by benefiting 
only certain groups or regions, and rural 
development must be shored up for it 
is a weakness on the road to common 
prosperity, making it a critical part of 
common prosperity.

3.1.1  Instrumental Role of Rural 
Revitalization: Rural Revitalization Is an 
Inevitable Choice for Common Prosperity

To achieve common prosperity, rural 
revitalization is of paramount importance. 
Rural areas remain the focal point and 
a significant challenge in the pursuit of 
common prosperity. Without resolving the 
issues about agriculture, rural areas and 
farmers, common prosperity will remain 
elusive. In this regard, rural prosperity 
is inextricably linked with common 
prosperity. In the new era, the principal 
contradiction facing Chinese society has 
evolved into one between unbalanced and 
inadequate development and the people’s 
ever-growing need for a better life. The rural 
areas have borne the brunt of unbalanced 
and inadequate development, becoming 
the biggest obstacle to common prosperity 
for all. Recognizing it, the CPC Central 

Committee with Xi Jinping at the core has 
prioritized poverty alleviation as a landmark 
project in building a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects. To this end, a series 
of original and unique measures have been 
adopted to launch a battle against poverty 
that is unprecedented in scale and intensity, 
and has benefited the largest number of 
people in human history. Chinese have 
made historic achievements in solving the 
problem of extreme poverty that has plagued 
the Chinese nation for thousands of years, 
signifying a substantial step forward in 
uniting and leading the people in the pursuit 
of better lives and common prosperity. 
Nevertheless, there remains a long and 
arduous path to solving unbalanced and 
inadequate development, narrowing the 
gap between urban and rural areas, and 
realizing well-rounded development and 
common prosperity for all. Implementing 
the rural revitalization strategy represents 
a timely response to the principal 
contradiction facing Chinese society in 
the new era. It aligns with the aspirations 
of millions of farmers by assuming the 
mission to promote social justice and equity 
while bridging the gap in development across 
regions and groups and between urban and 
rural areas. It is a pivotal strategic initiative to 
ensure the fruits of reform and development 
are more equitably shared among all 
citizens. Therefore, as a crucial strategic 
deployment aimed at addressing challenges 
facing agriculture, rural areas, and farmers, 
the rural revitalization strategy represents 
an inevitable choice towards resolving the 
principal contradiction facing Chinese 
society, and fostering common prosperity 
for all.



48Frontiers of Economics in China-Selected Publications from Chinese Universities

3.1.2  Constructive Role of Rural 
Revitalization: Rural Revitalization Is 
an Intrinsic Requirement for Common 
Prosperity

The general requirements of rural 
revitalization strategy are fundamentally 
aligned with the requirement for achieving 
common prosperity. As socialism with 
Chinese characteristics progresses into a 
new era, the value of “affluence” has been 
redefined, with greater emphasis placed 
on political, spiritual, cultural, social, 
and ecological dimensions on the road to 
common prosperity. Rural revitalization 
and common prosperity share similar policy 
connotations. From the perspective of top-
level design, the rural revitalization strategy 
serves as a systematic project for rural 
development, aimed at promoting the holistic 
advancement and overall enhancement 
of the rural economy, culture, society, 
and ecology. The happiness of millions of 
farmers in China hinges on the development 
of agriculture, the liveability of rural areas,  
and the affluence of farmers, which applies 
more to building a modern socialist China 
in all respects and achieving common 
prosperity for all. The rural revitalization 
strategy is pivotal by promoting the high-
quality development of the rural economy  
and the increase of farmers’ income, 
improving rural production and living 
conditions, enhancing the rural living 
environment, strengthening rural 
governance efficiency and advancing 
social justice and equity. Thus, general 
requirements of thriving businesses,  
pleasant living environments, social etiquette 
and civility, effective governance, and 
prosperity, as outlined in the strategy, align 

with the inherent requirements of realizing 
common prosperity. The holistic approach to 
rural revitalization, encompassing industry, 
talent, culture, ecology, and organization, 
is of overall and historic significance to 
achieving common prosperity for all.

3.2   	 Common Prosperity 
Is the Ultimate Goal of Rural 
Revitalization

Common prosperity serves as the guiding 
vision, motivation, and blueprint for rural 
revitalization. Mankind never ceases the 
pursuit of a better life, which constitutes 
the fundamental impetus for social 
development. Only by recognizing it can 
we shore up the weak rural development 
and keep pace with the progress of socialist 
modernization. Common prosperity is 
grounded in improving people’s quality of 
life, resonating with the public’s aspirations. 
Regarding common prosperity as the 
goal of rural revitalization can provide 
a steady stream of the impetus for rural 
revitalization. Common prosperity is not 
illusory, but a strategy advancing human 
development by stages. Nor it is far-fetched 
or unattainable, but can rather be achieved 
through continuous struggle and practice. 
Its concretely strategic deployment and 
moderately advanced realization path 
provide a roadmap for rural revitalization.

3.2.1  Common Prosperity Charts the 
Course for Rural Revitalization

The report to the 19th National Congress 
of the CPC highlights the solid strides that 
China aims to make towards common 
prosperity for all by 2025, with the goal of 
basically achieving it by 2050, charting the 
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course for rural revitalization.
By 2035, as proposed at the tenth 

meeting of the Central Financial and 
Economic Affairs Commission, China’s per 
capita gross domestic product (GDP) will 
reach the level of a moderately developed 
country, and its economic aggregate or per 
capita income will double (Li, 2021). While 
the gap between urban and rural incomes is 
narrowing, and farmers are increasing their 
income faster than urban residents, rural 
development features a weaker foundation, 
and farmers still lack sustainable means to 
increase their income and improve their 
self-development ability. To make solid 
strides in common prosperity for all by 
2035, it is crucial to invest significant efforts 
in agriculture, rural areas and farmers, 
in which rural revitalization must play a 
crucial supporting role. The Strategic Plan 
for Village Revitalization (2018–2022) also 
mentioned that with decisive progress in 
rural revitalization by 2035, agriculture 
and rural areas will be modernized and 
fundamentally restructured. Farmers will 
benefit from the quality employment which 
comes with better jobs, relative poverty 
will be further alleviated, and concrete 
progress will be made in achieving common 
prosperity for all. Its long-term vision 
also provides a powerful response to the 
imperative of making solid strides towards 
common prosperity for all, by enhancing 
the continuous income-increasing ability 
of farmers and narrowing the income gap 
between urban and rural areas.

By 2050, China will have been 
built into a great modern country, and the 
material affluence and spiritual enrichment 
of all will have been basically achieved. The 

modernization of agriculture and rural areas 
is an important foundation for building a 
great modern country, and the affluence 
of farmers is an important foundation 
for achieving common prosperity for all. 
To this end, the Strategic Plan for Village 
Revitalization (2018–2022) outlines a 
roadmap for rural revitalization that aims 
to create strong agriculture, a beautiful 
countryside, and affluent farmers by 2050, 
modernizing agriculture, rural areas, and 
farmers. The plan envisions a future of 
2050 where farmers enjoy not only material 
affluence but also high-level public services, 
a well-protected ecology, and top-quality 
infrastructure; agricultural productivity is 
highly developed and agricultural science 
and technology innovation stands at the 
forefront of the world; rural areas have a 
sound governance system and a harmonious 
and orderly social environment. The goal of 
basically achieving common prosperity for 
all by 2050 serves as a guiding vision for 
rural revitalization.

3.2.2  Common Prosperity Provides the 
Motivation for Rural Revitalization

The imperative to revitalize rural areas 
stems from the incongruity between the 
overarching goal of common prosperity 
in the new era and the inadequate and 
unbalanced development of agriculture, 
rural areas and farmers. Despite the 
victory in eradicating extreme poverty, 
which had plagued the Chinese nation for 
hundreds of years, and achieving the First 
Centenary Goal of building a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects, there 
remain shortcomings such as inadequate 
and unbalanced development, which is far 
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from the goal of common prosperity. First, 
China’s overall economic development 
level is not sufficiently high. China’s per 
capita GDP of 1.413 billion people stood 
at around USD12,550 in 2021, indicating 
a considerable gap of over USD30,000 
in developed countries. Second, the 
disparity between urban and rural areas 
in China remains substantial. In 2021, the 
per capita disposable incomes of urban 
and rural residents were 47,412 yuan and 
18,931 yuan, resulting in a whopping 
high ratio of 2.50, higher than close to 
1 of developed countries such as Britain 
and Canada and even than close to 1.9 of 
developing countries like India, indicating 
a significant gap between urban and rural 
areas on a global scale (Li, 2021). Third, 
rural development in China remains 
significantly inadequate. The agricultural 
population is concentrated on limited land, 
leading to a low per capita area of cultivated 
land. Large-scale operation, mechanized 
production, and application of science and 
technology are also difficult to be achieved. 
Combined, the overall level of agricultural 
modernization in China is low (Huang, 
2020). The imperative to revitalize rural 
areas stems from the incongruity between 
the overarching goal of common prosperity 
in the new era and the inadequate and 
unbalanced development of agriculture, 
rural areas and farmers. This requires a 
continuous effort to advance the balanced 
and adequate development of agriculture 
and rural areas, increase the income of 
farmers, enrich their spiritual and cultural 
life, and keep up with their ever-growing 
needs for a better life.

3.3   	 Common Prosperity and  
Rural Revitalization Are Unified in 
Development

Development is achieved in rural revitalization, 
and common prosperity is achieved in 
development. Therefore, rural revitalization 
and common prosperity are unified in 
development. Rural revitalization is a 
major reform in the field of agriculture, 
rural areas and farmers, aiming at the well-
rounded development of agriculture, rural 
areas and farmers, which constitutes the 
primary prerequisite for achieving common 
prosperity. To achieve common prosperity, 
it is essential to enhance the level of co-
ownership, joint contribution, and shared 
benefits through the integration of urban and 
rural development, which is an important 
part of rural revitalization. In addition, the 
well-rounded development of agriculture, 
rural areas, and farmers serves as the 
cornerstone for the integration of urban and 
rural development, which in turn creates 
opportunities for it, fostering a virtuous circle 
of mutual promotion (see Figure 2).

3.3.1  Make the Cake Bigger: Well-rounded 
Development of Agriculture, Rural Areas, 
and Farmers

The well-rounded development of agriculture, 
rural areas, and farmers aims at addressing 
the fundamental problem of making the 
cake bigger. As our development experience 
proves, reform is the main driving force 
for development. Without reform, 
China would not have built a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects and 
witnessed development achievements, nor 
would there have been significant progress 
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in agriculture and rural areas. Since the 
reform and opening up, the reform of the 
land management system by adopting the 
household contract responsibility system, 
the circulation and pricing system of 
production, the rural tax and fee reform, 
the rural social undertakings reform, and 
a series of major strategies put forward 
by the CPC Central Committee with Xi 
Jinping at the core since the 18th National 
Congress of the CPC have propelled the 
long-term development of agriculture, rural 
areas, and farmers. From the perspective of 
farmers, their per capita disposable income 
soared by 140.7 times from 133.6 yuan in 
1978 to 18,931 yuan in 2021. In terms of 
agriculture, the total grain output of the 
country increased by 1.24 times from 610 
billion jin in 1978 to 1,365.7 billion jin in 
2017,1 producing above 1.3 trillion jin for 
seven consecutive years. By 2020, over 99% 
of administrative villages had access to 
optical fiber and 4G, the treatment of rural 
domestic sewage had reached 25.5%, and 
the proportion of administrative villages 
collecting, transporting, and disposing 
of rural domestic garbage had exceeded 
90%. Further, the penetration of rural 
sanitary toilets had come to 68%, 
and the coverage of village-level 

comprehensive cultural service centers 
had reached 95%. With 36,000 township 
hospitals and 615,000 village clinics, China 
had basically achieved full coverage of rural 
medical institutions and staff. As a crucial 
reform in the field of agriculture, rural 
areas, and farmers, the rural revitalization 
strategy focuses on enhancing the internal 
drive for developing agriculture, rural areas, 
and farmers. By harnessing the potential of 
rural land, labor, technology, capital, and 
other production factors with innovative 
systems and mechanisms for agricultural 
and rural development, the strategy 
provides a powerful booster to the well-
rounded development of agriculture, rural 
areas, and farmers, and a foundation for 
accumulating abundant material wealth for 
achieving common prosperity.

3.3.2  Divide the Cake Properly: Integrated 
Development of Urban and Rural Areas

The integrated development of urban 
and rural areas is an important part of 
realizing co-ownership, joint contribution, 
and shared benefits, and dividing the 
cake properly. To promote the integrated 
development of urban and rural areas, 

	 1 One jin equals 0.5kg.

Figure 2  Intrinsic Connection between Rural Revitalization and Common Prosperity
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we must prioritize the development of 
agriculture and rural areas, set the goal of 
narrowing the urban-rural gap in terms 
of economic development and residents’ 
living standards, and work faster to advance 
the two-way free flow of productive 
factors between urban and rural areas and 
reasonable allocation of public resources, 
thereby providing support for the common 
prosperity of farmers and rural areas (Sun 
& Liu, 2021). While non-agricultural 
production should be developed in rural 
areas, there is a large percentage of the rural 
population require a better service industry, 
and a higher level and quality public service. 
Rural revitalization helps coordinate the 
layout of industrial development within 
counties, build a smooth unified market for 
urban and rural areas, and break barriers 
to the flow of production factors, realizing 
the rational flow and optimal combination 
of production factors. Moreover, rural 
revitalization redistributes financial, 
material, and human resources to rural 
areas and accelerates the extension of urban 
public resources and services to rural areas. 
This process accelerates the equalization of 
urban and rural basic public services and 
social undertakings, thereby speeding up 
the integration of urban and rural areas, 
enhancing the level of co-ownership, joint 
contribution, and shared benefits, and 
gradually achieving common prosperity.

4	 Strategic key points for Rural 
Revitalization under the Goal 
of Common Prosperity

Driven by achieving common prosperity, 

strategic key points for rural revitalization 
under the goal of common prosperity should 
be grounded on the actual development 
of agriculture, rural areas, and farmers. 
They have to be designed combining with 
Xi’s important expositions on common 
prosperity and rural revitalization, follow 
the connotation of rural revitalization 
under the goal of common prosperity 
in six aspects, reflect the development 
characteristics of the times in strategic 
thinking, embody the future development 
direction, adhere to principles, and highlight  
focuses.

4.1   	 Design Principles

First, apply a people-centered development 
philosophy. Xi Jinping has emphasized 
that common prosperity is a goal for all 
citizens. Ensuring that farmers become 
affluent is an inherent requirement and 
an integral part of achieving common 
prosperity. At its core, rural revitalization 
aims to better satisfy the longing of farmers 
for a better life and improve their well-
being. In designing strategic key points 
for rural revitalization under the goal of 
common prosperity, it is crucial to adhere 
to the leading role of farmers and ensure 
that revitalization is for farmers, rely on 
their participation, and benefit them more  
fairly.

Second, follow the path of high-
quality revitalization. The pursuit of high-
quality development has been a key theme 
in promoting common prosperity, as 
highlighted by Xi. The purpose of rural 
revitalization is to promote the well-
rounded development of agriculture, rural 
areas, and farmers, making high-quality 
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rural revitalization an important aspect 
of high-quality development. Therefore, 
in designing strategic key points for rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity, we must adhere to the theme of 
high quality. This entails applying the new 
development philosophy and integrating 
it into the new development pattern in the 
stage of new development. By doing so, we 
can promote refined, results-driven, and 
ecological rural revitalization with a focus 
on optimizing the rural economic structure, 
transforming the rural development model, 
and enhancing the impetus for rural  
development.

Third, the balance between material 
and spiritual efforts. Achieving common 
prosperity involves striking a balance 
between material and spiritual efforts, 
as emphasized by Xi. For this reason, in 
designing strategic key points for rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity, we must prioritize the unity of 
material affluence and spiritual enrichment. 
It is not enough to simply focus on material 
wealth, but it is equally essential to 
promote spiritual enrichment, ultimately 
promoting the well-rounded development 
of people and the all-round progress of  
society.

Fourth, promote efficiency and 
equity at the same time. As the cake gets 
bigger, it is crucial to ensure that it is divided 
properly, according to Xi. “Prosperity” 
represents efficiency as it makes the cake 
bigger, while “common” means equity, 
which requires dividing the cake properly. 
To design the strategic key points for 
rural revitalization, we must promote 
efficiency and equity simultaneously. This 

requires the market-oriented allocation of 
resources to ensure that resources such as 
rural land, labor, capital, technology, and 
rural public goods flow smoothly and are 
allocated effectively. It is also necessary 
to give better play to the balancing role of 
the government in taxation and transfer 
payment, thus promoting equity in the 
pursuit of efficiency.

Fifth, highlight focuses in light of 
actual conditions. Common prosperity 
is not rigid egalitarianism, as underlined 
by Xi. In designing strategic key points 
for rural revitalization under the goal 
of common prosperity, it is essential to 
consider the actual conditions present in 
each region and tailor them accordingly. 
Every region possesses unique natural and 
geographical conditions, varying levels of 
economic and social development, and 
thus different comparative advantages and 
development opportunities. Consequently, 
when designing strategic key points 
for rural revitalization, it is necessary 
to highlight critical areas of focus and 
determine the appropriate course of action 
based on location conditions, resource 
advantages, and talent status in different  
regions.

Sixth, pursue orderly advancement 
in stages. As a long-term goal, achieving 
common prosperity will take time and we 
cannot expect to accomplish it overnight, 
according to Xi. Serving as an important 
means to achieve common prosperity, rural 
revitalization is also a medium-and long-
term strategy due to its long-term, arduous, 
and complex nature. As such, designing 
strategic key points for rural revitalization 
should involve a progressive approach that 
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ensures consistency and tallies with the law 
of development within our capacity.

4.2   	 Strategic Key Points for 
Rural Revitalization under the Goal 
of Common Prosperity

4.2.1  Promoting Sustained and Stable 
Income Increase for Farmers: Realizing 
the Integrated Development of Primary, 
Secondary and Tertiary Industries, Breaking 
the Barriers in the Factor Market, and Making 
Clear the interest distribution Mechanism

The development of agriculture and rural 
areas is beset with numerous contradictions 
and problems, particularly the difficulty 
of increasing income for farmers. Unless 
their income rises and their material 
life improves, it is difficult to claim that 
common prosperity has been achieved. 
For this reason, the core task of rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity is to find ways to sustainably 
increase farmers’ income, which is also 
the most powerful embodiment of people-
centered development.

First of all, secure the integrated 
development of primary, secondary and 
tertiary industries. Without a complete 
industrial, production, and management 
system, agricultural development in China 
is likely to be modernized, but remains 
insufficient (Chen, 2018). Therefore, 
industrial development is the foundation 
for solving rural problems and improving 
the income of farmers. The integrated 
development of primary, secondary, and 
tertiary industries creates jobs for farmers 
and provides them with the convenience of 
working nearby, thus increasing their wage 
income. Moreover, it extends the industrial, 

value, and supply chains to create an 
integrated production, processing, sales, 
and management system that provides 
farmers with greater value-added benefits 
from agricultural products, thus increasing 
their operational income.

Second, break barriers in the 
factor market. Barriers to factors between 
urban and rural areas institutionally limit 
the enthusiasm of subjects and market 
formation. The reform of the household 
registration system must be deepened for 
breaking invisible barriers to the free flow of 
rural labor because household registration 
is linked to urban public services (Xia & Lu, 
2015). By doing so, the wage income of rural 
laborers who engage in non-agricultural 
work in urban areas can be improved. The 
reform of the land system must also be 
deepened to address the serious unfairness 
in the allocation of land value-added income 
between urban and rural areas caused by 
different methods of allocating land between 
them, which is a significant contributor to 
the gap between the two regions (Liu, 2014). 
By doing so, the property income of farmers 
can be improved.

Third, build an interest distribution 
mechanism. Currently, farmers and 
business entities are subject to a weak 
interest linkage. Farmers remain focused 
on traditional asset income from sales 
of products or factors, instead of truly 
getting involved in the industry. The 
mechanism of working with and assisting 
farmers lacks sufficient substantive content 
such as interest linkage and value co-
creation (Zhang & Guo, 2021). A weak 
interest linkage has a detrimental effect on 
sustained and stable income growth for 
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farmers. A key task of rural revitalization 
is to build a reasonable interest linkage 
mechanism. By doing so, agricultural 
enterprises and small farmers can be guided 
to foster contractual, dividend-paying and 
equity-based cooperation. Shifting the 
focus of interest distribution can be shifted 
towards the upstream industrial chain, and 
promote modes such as “order purchase +  
dividend,” “farmers holding shares + 
guaranteed income + dividend by share,” 
thereby promoting the constant income 
increase for farmers.

4.2.2  Enhancing the Level of Co-ownership, 
Joint Contribution, and Shared Benefits: 
Interconnection of Urban and Rural 
Infrastructure, Equalization of Public 
Services, and Mutual Promotion of 
Industrial Development

The integrated development of urban and 
rural areas is an effective means to enhance 
the level of co-ownership, joint contribution 
and shared benefits, and it is an important 
way for farmers to enjoy the fruits of 
modernization. As proposed in the report 
to the 19th National Congress of the CPC, 
the CPC needs to put in place sound systems, 
mechanisms, and policies for promoting 
integrated urban-rural development. This 
includes achieving mutual construction 
and interconnectivity of urban and rural 
infrastructure, equalization of urban and 
rural public services, and complementarity 
and mutual promotion of urban and 
rural industrial development. It is also an 
important task of rural revitalization under 
the goal of common prosperity, and the most 
powerful way to embody both efficiency and 
equality.

First, interconnect urban and 
rural infrastructure. The interconnection 
of urban and rural infrastructure is the 
foundation for achieving co-ownership, 
joint contribution, and shared benefits. 
Only when urban infrastructure extends 
constantly to rural areas, rural infrastructure 
connects constantly with cities, and two-
way connectivity between urban and rural 
infrastructure is constantly realized can 
they provide a material basis for urban-
rural integration. Such infrastructure 
intercommunication involves not only road 
traffic and logistics distribution, but also 
new infrastructure such as the Internet, as 
well as systems, rules and standards in urban 
and rural development. Furthermore, it is 
essential to prioritize the application of new 
technologies, including digital technology, 
to a range of fields such as rural production, 
circulation, and public services.

Second, equalize urban and rural 
public services. Achieving equalization 
of basic public services between urban 
and rural areas is crucial for promoting 
co-ownership, joint contribution, and 
shared benefits. It represents a significant 
redistribution mechanism and an indicator 
of the level of common prosperity in society. 
Balancing the quality and quantity of public 
services available in urban and rural areas 
to create an integrated and unified urban-
rural public service system is an essential 
part of achieving common prosperity. We 
should shift the focus of resources. This 
involves the distribution of public resources 
and the reform and adjustment of public 
financial expenditure towards rural and 
low-income groups, in order to improve 
the supply efficiency of basic public services 
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in rural areas and narrow the gap between 
urban and rural public services, particularly 
in medical and education services. An 
equalization allocation mechanism of public 
resources in education, medical care, and 
health care for both urban and rural areas 
is also required. Through innovation and 
improvement, it will provide a guarantee 
for equalizing urban and rural public 
 services.

Third, make urban and rural 
industries promote each other. For a long 
time, urban and rural industries have 
been developed independently, lacking 
overall planning (Qu, 2020). To achieve 
integration, it is crucial to coordinate the 
development layout of urban and rural 
industries and strengthen their correlation. 
This can be done by significantly adjusting 
and optimizing the structure of primary, 
secondary and tertiary industries and their 
own structures, with a focus on developing 
leading industries that can drive urban 
and rural industrial development. It is also 
essential to strengthen the planning and 
construction of key counties, towns, and 
industrial parks, and to rationally lay out 
industrial development areas. This will 
promote the linkage between counties and 
towns to integrate industrial development 
into towns and villages.

4.2.3  Strengthening Guarantee for Rural 
Revitalization: Enhancing the Party’s Overall 
Leadership, Innovating the Rural Governance 
System, and Increasing Policy Support

Xi Jinping emphasized that the efficient 
management of rural affairs and the success 
of rural revitalization are contingent on 
the CPC. The overall leadership of the 

Party is an overarching guarantee for rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity, which is provided a harmonious 
and orderly environment by a sound rural 
governance system, and is escorted by the 
support of fiscal, financial, land and talent 
policies.

First, the overall leadership of 
the CPC should be strengthened. Rural 
revitalization under the goal of common 
prosperity requires aligning the current 
development of agriculture, rural areas 
and farmers with the vision of common 
prosperity, which entails ambitious 
objectives in a range of areas. It can be 
accomplished only by strengthening the 
overall leadership of the Party for top-
level design and utilizing the institutional 
advantage of socialism in pooling efforts 
across the nation. Under the leadership 
and coordination of the Party in the whole 
process and all links of rural revitalization, 
we can better promote the common 
prosperity of farmers and rural areas on the 
basis of following the laws of rural economic 
and social development and coordinating 
various needs and possibilities.

Second, the rural governance system 
should be innovated. A sound rural 
revitalization system creates a harmonious 
and orderly social environment for rural 
revitalization, and also a solid social 
governance foundation for achieving 
common prosperity. A modern rural social 
governance system with CPC committees 
providing leadership, the government being 
responsible, democratic consultation, social 
coordination, public participation, legal 
guarantees, and scientific and technological 
support and a rural social governance system 
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that combines autonomy, the rule of law, 
and the rule of virtue shall be established and 
improved. By doing so, we can build a social 
pattern of collaboration, participation, and 
shared benefits, safeguard the legitimate 
rights and interests of farmers, and create 
vigorous villages where farmers live and 
work in peace and contentment.

Third, policy support should 
be increased. The success of rural 
revitalization hinges on the countryside 
and targets farmers, involving numerous 
objects, wide scope and arduous tasks. 
These characteristics require powerful 
policy support. Financial support for rural 

revitalization should be ramped up to 
increase its total amount. Additionally, we 
must optimize the system and increase the 
supply of financial support for agriculture, 
and innovate related products. It is also 
essential to optimize guarantee mechanisms 
and channels for rural revitalization land 
to satisfy the demand. And we need to 
strengthen manpower and talent support 
for rural revitalization.
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