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[Abstract] Liver cancer is a malignant tumor with relatively high incidence and mortality worldwide, and its high rates of recurrence
and metastasis after treatment remain major challenges in clinical practice. Liver cancer stem cells (LCSCs) are considered to be a key
cellular subpopulation driving the inititation, progression, drug resistance, recurrence, and metastasis of liver cancer. LCSCs do not exist
independently; their stemness maintenance, self-renewal, and drug resistance properties are highly dependent on the specialized
microenvironment in which they reside, namely the LCSC niche. This niche is composed of various stromal cells, including cancer-
associated fibroblasts (CAFs), tumor-associated macrophages (TAMs), regulatory T cells (Tregs), and endothelial cells, as well as a
complex extracellular matrix and abundant signaling molecules. This review systematically outlines the cellular composition of the
LCSC niche and its key molecular regulatory networks, and further explores three tumor therapeutic strategies: targeting niche
component cells, targeting molecular regulatory networks, and inducing differentiation of LCSCs. In addition, the review summarizes
current technical and translational challenges faced by the field and provides an outlook on future research directions, aiming to offer a
theoretical basis and insights for developing novel combination therapeutic strategies to eradicate LCSCs and improve the prognosis of
patients with liver cancer.
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S I %) 200 BB TR T A ) B A S R P 2T
M, T ARSI AL A, ST b R L P
WFHMIEH L AT RETX — M RL
SRR ILZSHNML, LG IR A O AT 4E AL (cancer-
associated fibroblast, CAF) . M #H ¢ B g 41 fg
(tumor-associated macrophage, TAM) . V¥4 T 41
it (regulatory T cell, Treg) PAK PN JZ4ufl, &—H
WREANTEA AL B BARYE ] S OH S LCSC it
ZH AL
1.1 MEBHEXEAEMRSETHARHZEER

CAF 2 o h D se & 4% HoR IR Z 2 1%
OIS, e IR~ — R, R
ARSI, IR CAF E2ORIE TS
BT IR 40 L (hepatic stellate cell, HSC) #4141k .
TE 4 05 5% g 5 5 an i Ak 4B K I F-B - (trans-
forming growth factor-B, TGF-B) . ML/MfiTA: K
F (platelet-derived growth factor, PDGF) H#i]if
T, HSC BT I 5% 4 S UL ET 24 20 i A R B 1Y
CAFY', IbAb, FFSEPNEZ 4N . 1w ik B £F 4k 40 i
B bR A M aE ok bR - 18] SRS f - (epithelial-
mesenchymal transition, EMT) tHAJfEF425R, CAF, R
PR AR B o- P WV & (a-smooth
muscle actin, a-SMA) . h¥£F 4 40 i 15 1k & A
(fibroblast activation protein, FAP) . [fil /M A4 4
KTk B (platelet-derived growth factor receptor
B, PDGFRB) 1FIZNREZE S, CAF 043 R A6 (1) IF
B, 0 E AT S AR i D) RE A LT 4k 40 i CAF
(myofibroblast-like CAF, myCAF) FIEA SfEiF 1y
I BE ) R FE M CAF (in-flammatory CAF, iCAF),
EATAF LCSC MR /E T RE 4 R AR S, (AR 7E
R, IR T AN 2 TR A S 2 B B aE—
AU T CAF 95328, JHE/R iCAF TEE 05
NG EEFEARN, H5 LCSC #yzs | B M
5, $7n iICAF 0] Be7E AR A i v o B3 A0 S A
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CAF AEMS il 2 FL i A1 55 LCSC /YT
PEo B, CAF 41l K iy A I 1 A4 i B 1
an B 40 A4 K P (hepatocyte growth factor,

HGF) . TGF-B % . H ' HGF fgif il 5 H 2K o-
Met 2545, WIS T W 9 B A5 It JULIE 3- 38 (pho-
sphatidylinositol 3-kinase, PI3K) /& [1 # f§ B
(protein kinase B, AKT) Fll£2 245 {5 1k & (1
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) i}, H
HAEHE LCSC 1y AR EH, 1T TGF-p {55 ALk
W3 EMT, 40T prerstt, mrES Wat/p-
B (B-catenin) A5 {5 5 i & A 28 X1k
PrlE G5 LCSC iy T, HYK, CAF J& ECM i
Sy B A H . A ECM AU LCSC #2 4k
TSR, HE B G REERM > T AL  AHLA
H A RS, X B OCE . fidn,
25 % B M Tl o R A R oSl TIE 26 A BE A
(focal adhesion kinase, FAK) /Src % (Src kinase,
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i BEE o G BRI ARG 2, A ELIR . AR SER
WY, Bl — RN EFREB IS, X
LAWY VAY QN 3T Sl fih v = o SR ST B2 S )
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1.2.1 i A G 0 240 L i) A £ S HOGT I 98 1 2
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SRl A SR AR, R MR S ey e [ C-C
Fe bR F LA 2 (C-C motif chemokine ligand 2,
CCL2) WEHI N #HRSF 2= M 2L, JFAE SR 4n il
BRI 152~ A AN R B Re AL . BT
TR 85 9 A R S 3 T D ) E SN A, SR A
PSR el . A2 Em UL M 4k dF CSC T
PESE AN IR I R A Ami DGR e,
TAM £ H 2 RLT M2 B Wi My LAY, M2 #Y
TAM BE % 38 5o 43 s — R 91 DX B 4 B[] 4 S 4F
LCSC. #iltn, TAM 7 ¥ A9 FLIE BRAR EGF A7 8
(milk fat globule-EGF factor 8, MFG-E8) 1] il izf i
e 5 T 55 RGN 1 3 (signal transducer and
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activator of transcription 3, STAT3) 7l Hedgehog 1=
SR, EEEAY LCSC R FEH, Ak,
TAM if = R B F AL T2 e 4K 1 (programmed cell
death ligand 1, PD-L1), ilid5MJ0i2H CD8 T 4i
M 2% AR P EAET- 2 A 1 (programmed cell death
protein 1, PD-1) #54, HIAZ@EMHMERGES, &
T AiA T S IIREREN, [Bl4Eh LCSC Bl i
IRIRAEY . BB E 8 R, FFE A TAM J2&
— MU N SERS WSS R, Hoh— ¥
AR I AE 1 (secreted phosphoprotein 1,
SPP1) A#kfls#EH E (apolipoprotein E, APOE) f{)
TAM WA LCSC 723 ] 1 SRR, HIEPIRHIE
S 22 I R TS 8 B A ak— & B B KA
FE ) TAM WERES T PR DI eI R Ak .
1.2.2 JAT5PE T AL S PR TR ECR  Treg
=R EARZEMEH T RER CD4™ T 41 i W Hf .
LCSC AEfE 1 i 5 R 1K I 70 i AL I 5~ CCL22 K&
CCL5, 5 Treg 1 CCR4 JE i jatbh, 3:zhH 5
Treg % HJH [, A4 & sy &8 s e i i) A 2500 5 BELIBY
CCL22-CCR4 {55 AT TEAR M H1 i 2 FEAIK Treg ¥=11E I
PRE PO e, RAER) Treg iR gL 54 110 il
P4 i (A 7 F Al i 3% (interleukin, TL) -10.
TGF-B AR, DA o 240 42 b AR A PR AL o [ 4 240
7 T k&40 A S BT R 4 (eytotoxic T-
lymphocyte-associated antigen 4, CTLA-4) 5 CDS80/
CD86 45 &1, 5 ZUPN 6l & i T 40 M F 3 28 A 1
(natural killer, NK) 2089 4c b g 3% M, iy
LCSC E 1 — i KAy s e il be b . sk, A
WF 5 R Wb A Treg HY%CER 5 LCSC Frik¥y (I
CD133, CD44) HIFRIAAKFRIEMSG, HIURER
2GR Treg BT RELERE [FIRE B BEHI AL S 07
PRI SR . BTt R W, IO th = 1)
FLER AR BACH ™, eI IR Treg 1Y bk
FR AL FIE I 2 %84k (fatty acid oxidation, FAO) 1%
WY, NIEAEE IR AR ) A N A I 45
S AN D REAR AL e LR
1.3 MEARSHFETARESHEHXRE

M5 R BEAE e A=A P 7 | SRS =)
FT A% Co ik A, LN RE Y PN R A AR B A
ST REVE RSO AL BT A fL . FERbR H, NEE
2 L3 2o 53 AR R A5 5 R A 5 %) 4 e )
Fefih, FE RS MR AR aE . R, bR i
TSR . RS, XFER MBS
BRI T MR RO h AR = R R Bk e
TERT, DRI, AR N R 20 A A D Al S EL T A4 R A i
B EEE, JEMEPT LCSC A 250725 18] 2 v M T RE

AerpryEah . Ban, FERCBUREERIT, N gH AR
L) NO 2 B R & # (cyclic guanosine mono-
phosphate, ¢cGMP) /& i G (protein kinase G,
PKG) i Notch {55, WEHETF CSC 1y 7 FKEH
5 R RE 1Y A B L R 3 3 1 PR i A K
ZH ZE [R) B e He A A, S AR PR B o AR TR A
S HF-10 (hypoxia-inducible factor-1a., HIF-l1a) %%
SR, B LR E XY HES T 2 (sex-
determining region Y-box 2, SOX2) . Nanog [F]Ji &
(Nanog homeobox, NANOG). /\EIKLE G5 H T
4 (octamer-binding transcription factor 4, OCT4) 5§
TR, IR AR R, il LCSC 4ERE T
FEUIRAS Ik ik R S R S AT 7 25 i R 050
A, LCSC 5 /4 Bz 40 i =22 8] i A7 25 U6 8L ) B
Y. LCSC 2 43 Wb i 45 N B2 A= K 7 (vascular
endothelial growth factor, VEGF) . Ifil % 4 i %% 2
(angiopoietin 2, ANGPT2) S IML4 N Fi% T
W S IMAE R Rz, TEAAY N R A R B-ik
PER . M MM /T 1 (vascular cell adhesion
molecule 1, VCAM-1), 5 LCSC 2 Ifi M & 12 1% 5
#r X $i )i (sialyl Lewis X, sLeX) . iR H i) 4
(very late antigen-4, VLA-4) SERAZS 5, AT H
TEWN Rz ARG Ty FE -5 N B2 4%, AT (2 a2 b g
PSR e, AR SRR R T — AN IE
TGRS, LR YR E AN AR E AR . LA,
EWA R RE T HRB R ESMIIENR, KR
P T LCSC R F A A AT e R I 45 Ak 2
Q10 v 52 8 W e = 6 e e K 72
T, HUEER LCSC MR E RS T T

45 BTk, CAF. %yZ4iffl (TAM, Treg) F
N EZ 20 L AE LCSC A= 25 ih 4y i 3 AN [R)(H B R A
o, ENIEFEMR TR FE NSRS, B
R OCHER S, X SR I [ fF 7R 2 A 1Y IE TR
o B, CAF 73ib i[5 5al {2 ¥ TAM By M2 i)
b & Treg HFHZE, Tl TAM X ] it iF CAF (1%
RS A8 A R s YR 0 TR B A S LA D) o
T AR, RIS CAF 3% S LesC Y, ix
PR AL AR, AR —d i PER, RS
A EA TR AR E e g Thie . B, Aok
BT A= AL IR YT SR, 200 DAL ] B — A4 Jf 24 7
SR RN PR 2%, T B 51 -

2 FETARESRMAMS FREMSE

AR A SRS 4NIEXT LCSC RRE &, K
T — A m R 20 AR5 ARSI, %01
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PRAFIOE S, DAY E R AR T 09 3R g
T RNA. DU A0 H bR o S L AR £ 5 3 B ik
TTTEAE A .
21 SRESERENETHARESRMEPHIER
TE LCSC A:35hirh, Z Atk BRSSP IR S
P S RO, BT R TR LCSC AT
B4 F+ . H s, Wnt/p-catenin, Notch Fl
Hedgehog Bl VEFIE g .
2.1.1 Wnt/B-catenin {555 B A% D HLA. - Wnt/B-
catenin i [ & — S 7E UE AL b B OR ST IO (5 538
EMIREE . AEFE & T4iiE B FREH h k5
REPEVER . 78 LCSC ', izl ARt 2ifs
H AT R Bomd: &im 25 R A RSN,
CAF o4 % 443 U5 ) Wnt3a, 231 LCSC i 1)
G (Frizzled, Fzd) 321k SARE B IR & H 3%
R # & & H 5/6  (low-density lipoprotein receptor-
related protein 5/6, LRP5/6) I:az{kzh4 ) Hi B-
catenin [ ff &2 A&, HE{H B-catenin FE LR IFA
%5 #% M B-catenin 5 T 408 K F (T cell factor,
TCF) /itk B 3% 5 F F (lymphoid enhancer factor,
LEF) ¥k 74545, 38l e-Myc, HMAMEA
D1 (cyclin D1, CCNDI) . 43 4L#% 44 (cluster of
differentiation 44, CD44) . I B 40 Jitl % Kt 5> +
(epithelial cell adhesion molecule, EpCAM) =5 ¥ X
[R5, JL[EJREE LCSC iy B 3BT . W a5 010
FERFECY, HABM R RAEFS (W 1L-6) FEk
A5 (HIF-1a) A5 Wnt 38 R0E R B, oF—
TR A -
2.1.2 Notch {55l & P[] Noteh 15538
PRI A 37 A5 AR AR A AR A TCAR AR 25 5 SR AR 3B 15
S, DT R A A A B A L AR R TR
Notch il #%2: 5 LCSC A 2L i 45 LA k457 LCSC
BT, BEFEFRI, AR A0 PN 2 4 5535 fL Y CAF
H AR & R IR AR A 1 (Jagged canonical Notch
ligand 1, JAG1) & Delta ¥ it /& 4 (Delta-like
ligand 4, DLL4) ZFCAK, Ef15 LCSC 3K 1H HY
Notch SZ{AZ5 5, A% T LCSC MY Notch 5
oo # ¥ IS ) Notch g N 45 # Bk (Notch
intracellular domain, NICD) i I HES Z % ik
P IR E - I - W & S A F- - (HES family bHLH trans-
cription factor, HES) /HEY % i P B2 i - 24 - B2 jig
¥ 5% 1 ¥ (HEY family bHLH transcription factor,
HEY) SF4BEEIN, A7 i 7 LCSC miorfbitfe,
AR T AR T AR, JF R T H
XHALIT 23t 2512, L B )L, Notch il

BRI S, R ER, B 5 Wnt/B-catenin S5 HAD
B B AR AR A R L, B, mFsE kR
B CAF mi#3i5M JAGL 5 LCSC M 8 R ke
i 25 % VA& . FEMLHI -, Wnt/B-catenin 18 % 1Y ¢
H R S A W) B-catenin/F 5% [HF 4 (transcription
factor 4, TF4) 1] E 4% [ Jaggedl MHs%; K22,
Notch FAN 43+ NICD L HE i 1594715 B-catenin HY
TEPERY S SRR AR 45 AR, 15 Notch
5 Wt il B RERE BFIAE T, L[] fE LCSC /Y A 3
HUHT . EMT ifF 2 St 25 36 80 . PR, BRA H0 )
Notch 5 Wnt/B-catenin {55 2 5k 5 Hig 98876 T i
20— EL TS AT R
2.1.3 Hedgehog {55 7 i B 1Y CHE/E R Hedgehog
fFoE e —REMRART . AERRE T4 T
PR o R SR B A UL b B F R A st
TE LCSC 4= &4, Hedgehog i #3 i 55 40 WAL
PO o AR RIBTAEML (4 CAF) A 43
Hedgehog Bt A& , 33X & I {& 1 1] T LCSC 3 1 1Y
patched [A] 5% 1 (patched 1, PTCH1) /&, il
IARPL BRI E E (smoothened, SMO) Y
i, B4R GLI K s (GLI family
zinc finger, GLI) %45 RT3, Hedgehog i
BB A AR LCSC Wy HIRTEHr, iARENS
it EE S A S0, BN, Hedgehog 17 5 fE
29K 8l CAF J3-Wh B8 2 1) TGF-B FF 4 i 20 i 41 ik it
(IR A 1) BITTRR, DN -5 R A5 A P 7
(Rt AT e A S T R R €7 A )
XF SMO 410 il 551 76 F5 P 440 i s 25 5 9 v 2 ARtk
L ABFEHEMIG AR hIrRca B, BG4
JFF98 8 3 AEE 2 LA T A4 -SMO-GLI it s £
1HULT, Hedgehog 3 [ AT 2 BN T ed sk N+
GLI poARZ s, B b oAb B[40 TGF-p {5518
% . Kirsten K Bl A9 3 2 968 2E A [R] 954 (Kirsten
rat sarcoma viral oncogene homolog, KRAS) {55l
) TN R S S B R Bl S el S T L
SMOP7, sk /R #L ] R UiF GLI 5% 5% 48 B ml g
S B IR T
2.2 3E4mH5 RNA 1R 20 B A 254 B R4

Br T LR AR A A e T B, AR
K, AESmA% RNA AE Ry —F 8 22 (%) 3 Uast 1% 4 4% 43
T, WORBAERE A LCSC A0 Hh & 4% A ]
ZAM M AER . Hd, i/ RNA (microRNA,
miRNA) il K & 4 4% % RNA (long non-coding
RNA, IncRNA) 2 HAIF RN Z P, ]
TEME kA KRR S T AR ot h B2

£ LCSC AN, ¢ R4 % RNA £ ik
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R A AR IREEAE L. B, miR-200 F5E AL
B (W1 miR-200a. miR-200c) 8 it B 32240 1) 5 55 A
F ZEBI1 i1 ZEB2, il EMT s, HARHE k@ %
5 LCSC FrE ARG AN R BUSHHERY 55—,
— BB g5 A0 RNA W43 5 2 T M. flan,
miR-181 FJHAE LCSC i ik, 8 i 1 422 0 ) 17
JEFER NLK F RASSF1, f#BRXT Wnt/B-catenin {55
oA, ISR LCSC iy H I HAE ST B SR
FrAE e 25,

Zr LTk, LCSC ALY 53 45 I 2% & —
A G530 B S AR RS RNA K Y 55 5 D3 [
RIS RS, o F IR 2 R AR, SR
T T LCSC A8 R R R e mT 8 1, i HRE
2SR ARS PR E Wi

3 ETHETHMERAHMEETT R

fleggs “—J1917 BT TR w A A X AR BR 527
SRR LCSC. XA A T A TIRYT
T, BIEBIR LCSC #i LU 3R ss, i
X RLIATT RURR, ok T R AR A, Ch
HARSANAIT G BT Rk A S 45
S5IIRem B, YA 290 T RS 54
PN . He— R0 ) AR A A 4 i, e
DI o ) N e = e 4L S DA SO B | A o
3a B A Sy OB S TP = M A 1 =55 e g o E 2
A 3 0 ] OB 5 B ORI AR SRS RNA S5 F B,
TR LCSC TER S . BeAh, ARCGEA
BT —MiFS LCSC mMIRERLR . HIFEAE T BRI
JHAH AL TR T TR T T AR
3.1 BERESMMAR MR

YT CAF, 24l (TAM, Treg) MW Jz40
MIAEA AR R OPER, BATAKRECH T TSk
WG P10 B R BT AR BB AAYY, BRI AR
Uy, Y)ReE AR BHWT L 5 LCSC MiE iR, ok R
SO EE I S ThRE S, IPEE LCSC 282 TR
P2 T
3.1.1 BT B A G AT e A e TR Ovk BE T
AR CAF 7EANEE LCSC AN R AERIER , #m
CAF Myoms EZL 0 =25, 1) Ml CAF iGfk: &
1M IESL Ed /D fE i CAF B9 1, {3 TGE-p
ZARINEHF (U0 galunisertib) B I 45 K5k 2 11 24K
B ) (angd b)) mT i HSC [ CAF #y434k,
R CAF AOERMY, SR, galunisertib 7 [
g S SRR A I ARSI TP A TR B E AN, X —
SEIREW, TR AR MRS, X R—EY
A A AT BEAS AR B ST I AR SRR

K ] BE T ELHC A 4D ) CAF J5 4L i £ 4 b i
FE BN T CAF F¢ 5 MEbREY) FAP (WHE1IA
I7, I B -68-Fn i i 2T 4k 41 i 5 Ak 2 4 4 5
(Gallium-68-labeled ~ fibroblast activation protein
inhibitor, **Ga-FAPI) #f7 PET/CT %0 LA, &
FSE AT AL CAF E S 4™ ek IEat 1,
ERAYFIERZZE (1 "Lu) FRICH FAPL BC AR T
PRSHARYT , X7k B e I AR v s
xRS (BRI ) MRYr . 2) #m
CAF 73 A ¥ . £1%} CAF 43 ) HGF 8¢ PDGF 1
H R A B8N A3 A R Cn g ] c-Met 1)
crizotinib, T FH W PDGFR 1Y imatinib) , 7] BH #riX
$E {5 5 XF LCSC Y 12 #F /E ™. 3) B3R CAF-
LCSC M EAEM: # [ CAF /48 ECM &4 (i
I EE A MPUA) 8 LCSC RMpEAEE (W
EIXTEA 2R oSBL PN ATN-161), ] LABEIR —
FEE S, i LCSC 2k 4@ o), ix sk
TR e R AR Hp 28 6 S /s 0 o e A R v
% LCSC ¥ 1 .

3.1.2 AT R IIRERIRYY FBL  LCSC A%
A H ) S LIRS 2 4R R LCSC ThRery ek,
I, B ROAEE SO IR R . YT A
5% 7 1) = B v E T TG B A S 3 1 ) 200 e R R
HAEAEM L. 1) HE4GEE TAM: EERHEF 1
%MK (colony-stimulating factor 1 receptor, CSFIR)
PP (U PLX3397. BLZ945) Al AL #E TAM,
Ak, CD40 BahAiiA . Toll BEZ A sh7 25 ks
TAM M M2 BRI Ak Sy HLAT BBl 36 P 6 M1 A7
2) #B [ Treg: JFrfHr CCLS/CCRS 244y (
maraviroc) A] ¥ Treg 154 . L CTLA-4 Hifk
(CANEAVCARERST) AT 38 UM 40 A5 04 20
FEVEAE S B I8 N Y Treg, MRS ie ™, 5
SE RS IR, I N Treg i FEAR M FAO fitHE,
1M P A A 1R BE % % B 1A (carnitine palmitoyl-
transferase 1A, CPTIA) J& FAO [R # i ; fffi F
CPTI1A #lIHil5] etomoxir 7] 1E£EE HuHI 55 e N Treg
P RE I FRARLAETG 5, AN 2 A S e s,
XA PR B R 1 T ARt T A LA B A T
3) BT Ak A 6 (immune checkpoint
inhibitor, ICD) MJEREIRYT: HIR LCSC AL
o E A = %63k PD-L1, {H ¥ PD-1/PD-L1 11 il
FUAE g b e B R AT BR K S5 ) TAM, Treg
o E IR LCSC MZGYEH , A B RIS b
JeE G PE I B LCSC. il 4n, it PD-1 HLiRIE A
CSFIR 5703 Wt 18 B0, 7EIE R
SR UM RIS IR R
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3.1.3 BETPUMAE A SRy A AR S AL TN
RUSCHTIR, PR AU B SRk s, 2
PR LCSC A28 A07 , dad M4 0 M5 5 B X H T
PERIGIRZE 2y . NG, L VEGF $iils (ln DAk ek
BAT) FZHE S I A PR IS R (tyrosine kinase
inhibitor, TKD) (41¢f)e) AARERPUINE £
BLETY), FAEFRIEAS (kT4 il fiebog i 457 A . BELIT
BN . e ET S R G, HENGE T
DAL B AR B 3 — AR AV SR, IR LR A A
G . SR, XA FBOR— BR8] fEw)
WP A e, T RE S ECE R E AR,
M5 HIF-1a /0589 LCSC &My, X T
HIFRG R BRPERY . R TSl — o J& , K
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