
Front. Hist. China 2014, 9(4): 611–627 
DOI 10.3868/s020-003-014-0040-0 
 
 

 
Yong Zhou ( ) 
China Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China 
E-mail: zhouy4455@163.com 
 
Vincent K.L. Chang 
China Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China 
E-mail: vklchang@gmail.com 
 
Xiaohui Gong 
China Modern Poetry Institute, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China 
E-mail: gxiaohui@126.com 

RESEARCH NOTE 

Yong Zhou, Vincent K.L. Chang, Xiaohui Gong 

Recalling the War in China: The Dahoufang 
Project in Chongqing and the Restoration of a 
Legacy 
 
Abstract  This article presents a rare inside view of a unique project currently 
underway in China to study and preserve the memory of possibly the single most 
seminal event in Chinese modern history, the War of Resistance against Japan 
(1937–45). The article introduces a multi-faceted program to preserve the 
wartime cultural heritage; the work is ongoing in the thriving western metropolis 
of Chongqing, once China’s bomb-torn wartime capital and international Allied 
command center. It describes how, seven decades after World War II, scholars, 
cultural workers, government experts, and artists in China are joining hands in an 
unprecedented, all-encompassing project to record, restore, and recount the 
extraordinary legacy of China’s War of Resistance in its local, as well as national 
and global contexts. 
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With some 30 million inhabitants today, the city of Chongqing is a sprawling 
megalopolis in China’s fast developing west. As one of the country’s five 
national central cities and four direct-controlled municipalities, and the only one 
situated inland, this mountainous city on the upper reaches of the Yangtze has 
since 1997 enjoyed the same privileged status as its better-known counterparts 
including Beijing, Shanghai, and Tianjin. By its booming economy in recent 
years consistently topping national growth charts with mind-blowing double 
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digits, Chongqing—dubbed the fastest-growing urban center on the planet1—has 
firmly established itself as a spearhead of development in western China; it is the 
region’s foremost economic center and international commercial base. 

While Chongqing’s recent development may be unparalleled in terms of scale 
and speed, its sudden emergence on the global stage as a major international 
metropolis is not quite without precedent. Some seven decades ago, during 
China’s War of Resistance against Japan, the remote Chinese river port enjoyed 
universal fame as China’s last-stand capital and Far Eastern Allied command 
center.2 Serving as the bomb-torn exile seat of China’s Nationalist government, 
Chongqing between 1938 and 1946 figured as the political, economic, military, 
cultural, and diplomatic heart of China’s unoccupied rear area, known in Chinese 
as the Dahoufang.3 As such, the city also served as the center stage of the 
historic Second United Front between the Chinese Nationalists and the 
Communists. 4  The city’s star reached its international apex following the 
outbreak of the Pacific War in the final days of 1941, which marked the 

                                                               
1 Dubbed as such in 2006 by Britain’s Guardian News and Channel 4 News based on satellite 
imagery comparing urbanization of several cities. See Jonathan Watts, “Invisible City,” The 
Guardian, March 15, 2006, and Christine Larson, “Chicago on the Yangtze,” Foreign Policy, 
August 16, 2010. 
2 On November 20, 1937, four months after the beginning of the Sino-Japanese war, the 
Nationalist government of the Republic of China announced the relocation of its official seat 
from Nanjing to Chongqing, then part of Sichuan province. In May 1939, Chongqing became a 
special municipality under the direct control of the central government. The city was formally 
designated auxiliary capital (peidu) in September 1940, effective as of the first of the following 
month. In early 1942, the regional headquarter of the Allied Command was established in 
Chongqing. The city served as China’s temporary national capital until May 1946, when the 
Nationalist government moved its seat back to Nanjing. See Zhou Yong, Chongqing 
kangzhanshi, 1931–1945, 2, 6–7. 
3 The term “dahoufang” here may be understood as China’s unoccupied western region during 
the War of Resistance against Japan, with Chongqing as its center. Both “dahoufang” (“great 
rear area”) and “houfang” (“rear area”) were used during the early stages of the War of 
Resistance as military-strategic terms contrasting with “qianfang” (“front area”) or “qianxian” 
(“frontline”). Though interpretations historically have varied, theDahoufang area is generally 
regarded to at least include the (then) provinces of Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou, Guangxi, 
Sikang, and Tibet in China’s southwest, and Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia and Qinghai in the 
northwest. Zhou Yong, “Kangri zhanzheng yanjiu shijiao, fangfa yu tujing de tantao: yi 
dahoufang yanjiu wei li,” 144–45. 
4 The Second United Front (di er ci Guo-Gong hezuo) was a wartime alliance from 1937 to 
1946 between the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang or KMT) and the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). In late 1938, the CCP’s official liaison office, led by future premier 
Zhou Enlai, moved from Wuhan to Chongqing, where in January 1939 it secretly established 
the CCP Southern Bureau. Zhou Yong, Chongqing kangzhanshi, 3–5, 129–32. 
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amalgamation of China’s national struggle for survival with the global conflict 
between the Axis and Allied powers. Known at the time in the West as 
“Chungking,” the city soon was recognized around the world as one of the four 
great wartime capitals, on a par with London, Moscow, and Washington. This 
remarkable episode in the city’s past lasted only a few years, but those years 
marked a new era of world diplomacy. During that time, China transformed from 
a weakened and crippled semi-colony to an emerging global power. 

In 1946, after China had emerged from the war victoriously as one of the “Big 
Five” of the new United Nations, the Nationalist government moved its seat back 
to the primary capital Nanjing. In the fall of 1949, during the final tremors of the 
civil war between the Nationalists and Communists, Chongqing once again 
briefly served as the provisional seat of the Nationalist government on the move, 
until Chiang Kai-shek’s final retreat from the mainland in December 1949.5 For 
the city of Chongqing, a period of decline and relative obscurity followed as it 
was demoted to a provincial-level city and was again folded into Sichuan 
province. The region was turned into a strategic military industrial zone, isolated 
from the rest of the world by mountainous terrain and impregnable gorges, and 
shrouded in the secrecy of the Third Front strategy. As the Cold War thoroughly 
reshaped global alignments and politics, neither the West nor the Chinese 
themselves were inclined to revisit the wartime period or recall China’s 
wrenching war experience. As a result, Chongqing’s erstwhile fame as a leading 
capital and its legendary wartime spirit were erased from the public memory. 
China turned into the forgotten ally of World War II, and Chongqing became its 
forgotten capital.6 

Several developments have caused this situation to radically change in the past 
few years and decades. Chief among them is China’s opening-up process since 
the 1980s. The huge amounts of historical data and archival records that have 

                                                               
5 On October 15, 1949, two weeks after Mao Zedong proclaimed the People’s Republic in the 
restored capital of Beijing, the Nationalist regime, on-the-run once again, moved their seat to 
Chongqing. On November 30, shortly before noon, the city was captured by the People’s 
Liberation Army. Earlier that day, Chiang had fled to Chengdu. On December 10, 1949, 
Chiang left the mainland for good. Chongqing became the seat of the PRC’s military 
administration for Southwest China (xinan zhengjun weiyuanhui). 
6 China as the forgotten ally (of the West) in a forgotten war theater is the central theme of a 
timely recent book on China’s resistance war by the Oxford historian Rana Mitter. Published in 
Britain as China’s War with Japan 1937–1945: The Struggle for Survival (London: Allen Lane, 
2013) and in the U.S. as Forgotten Ally, China’s World War II, 1937–45 (Houghton: Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2013), the book tells the story of China’s epic struggle of resistance and its huge 
global significance. In his book, Mitter offers valuable insights on the legacy of the war and 
the factors that caused (essential elements of) this history to be forgotten in China and the West. 
See, for example, R. Mitter, China’s War with Japan 1937–1945, 7–13. 
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since then become available to scholars have gradually resulted in a reappraisal 
on the Chinese mainland of the war and the wartime contributions of the 
Nationalists, and in important readjustments of official narratives of the war.7 
Concerning history, the openness has triggered a nation-wide popular revival of 
wartime memories in the form of literature, film, television drama series, and 
other mass media. Meanwhile, national-level museums were established in 
various parts of China to commemorate the war and its different aspects, 
including a comprehensive Sino-Japanese War museum in Beijing (established in 
1987), a memorial museum (established in 1985) to the Nanjing Massacre on the 
site of major atrocities in the Republican capital, and a museum (established in 
1991) commemorating the Manchurian crisis of 1931 in Shenyang.  

Chongqing, with its rich wartime cultural heritage resources, took full 
advantage of the changing tides to revisit its wartime past, and uncover a legacy 
that had been locked away for decades. Among the first and most painful war 
experiences to be revived and reinstated was that of the “Great Bombing of 
Chongqing” (Chongqing dahongzha), the massive onslaught from the air that had 
held the city in its devastating grip for much of the wartime years, killing 
thousands of defenseless citizens. Monuments sprang up in the city in the 1980s 
to commemorate the bombings, the victims and the survivors. A historic 
memorial service was held at one of these sites in 1987 on the 50th anniversary 
of the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War. In the decades that followed, several 
important wartime sites once belonging to the Chinese Nationalists, including 
Chiang Kai-shek’s wartime villa on the mountainous south bank of the Yangtze 
across the city center, were restored and opened to the public.8  

Wartime heritage rehabilitation and preservation work in Chongqing soared to 
new heights with the turn of the millennium, after the city regained its special 
municipality status and set out on its current path of development. As if to find a 
new grounding in the past for the city’s explosive rise, major efforts were 
launched in the first decade of this century to revive the past and redefine 
Chongqing’s former glory as a major national and international center. It is in 
this context of reconnecting past, present, and hopes for the future, that the 
Chongqing Dahoufang Project was born. More recently, the growing desire 
within the People’s Republic to position itself as a responsible and cooperative 
global partner, has given further impetus to the exploration of China’s wartime 
past and its significant historical contributions to peace and the post-War global 
order. 

                                                               
7 R. Mitter, China’s War with Japan 1937–1945, 12, 382–85. 
8 The villa and several other wartime mansions are part of the historical wartime sites museum 
(Chongqing kangzhan yizhi bowuguan) in Huangshan, Nan’an district. 
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Introduction of the Dahoufang Project 

The Dahoufang Project (Chongqing Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang lishi wenhua 
yanjiu he jianshe gongcheng) was started in 2008. In May that year, the CCP 
Chongqing Municipal Committee first introduced the concept of a fully 
integrated, systematic approach to the study, preservation, and popularization of 
the history and wartime culture of China’s unoccupied rear area. With the 
support of the CCP Central Committee, the State Council, and several other state 
institutions, preliminary preparations for the project commenced in late 2008. 
The final green light came in June 2009, when the Fifth Plenary Conference of 
the Third CCP Chongqing Municipal Committee Congress adopted a formal 
resolution to develop and implement the project.9 

A project outline setting out the general program and its main objectives was 
issued in May 2010.10 According to this outline, which has since served as the 
basic guide for the ongoing implementation process, the principal objective of 
the Dahoufang Project is to deepen, expand and promote an understanding of the 
social history of China’s unoccupied area during the War of Resistance against 
Japan, and the area’s role in the wider context of modern history. Rather than just 
a goal in itself, this objective should serve several further purposes. Firstly, on a 
local level, a deeper understanding of Chongqing’s past and its wartime 
significance, both nationally and internationally, should help redefine and 
preserve the city’s unique legacy and identity. Secondly, on a national level, the 
conduct of objective, balanced, and systematic research on this complicated and 
sensitive chapter of modern Chinese history may help readjust and refine the 
national memory of the war, while contributing to the general development of 
historiography on the Chinese mainland. Thirdly, in terms of cross-Strait 
relations, lessons learned from this specific episode in China’s modern history, 
characterized by a historic cooperation between the KMT and the CCP, should 
further enhance the growing mutual understanding, goodwill and harmonization 
between both sides of the Strait. Last but not least, on an international level, an 
increased understanding of the War of Resistance and its global contexts will 
positively contribute, or so it is hoped, to the stable development of China’s 
external relations, primarily those with Japan and other nations in the region, and 
ultimately with the world at large.  

                                                               
9  This was part of a resolution dated June 18, 2009, promoting large-scale cultural 
development in Chongqing (Zhonggong Chongqing shiwei guanyu tuidong wenhua da fazhan 
da fanrong de jueding). 
10 The Chinese name of the project outline is Chongqing Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang lishi 
wenhua yanjiu yu jianshe gongcheng guihua gangyao (Program Outline for the Chongqing 
Project of China’s Unoccupied Area during the War of Resistance against Japan). 
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In view of the above goals and objectives, the following six principal focus 
areas have been identified in the project: (i) historical and cultural research; 
(ii) protection and preservation of cultural heritage; (iii) construction of 
document and archives repositories; (iv) promotion of literary and artistic 
works; (v) construction of cultural facilities; and (vi) external cooperation and 
exchange. Some of the recent and projected work in each of these focus areas 
will be outlined below. 

Historical Research 

The first and foremost focus area of the Dahoufang Project is the research on the 
history and culture of China’s unoccupied rear area during the War of Resistance 
against Japan. Research in this field is conducted primarily through the 
Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center (Chongqing Zhongguo kangzhan 
dahoufang yanjiu xietong chuangxin zhongxin), which was established for this 
purpose in April 2009 by the CCP Chongqing Municipal Committee together 
with Southwest University in Chongqing.11 Founded on the existing disciplines 
of history and political science at Southwest University, the research center 
brings together scholars and experts on wartime history from national and local 
research institutions, grade-1 national museums, municipal libraries and archives, 
and municipal government and party departments.12 In 2011, the Chongqing 
Dahoufang Research Center formally started its work. Two years later, in 
November 2013, the research center was granted the status of municipal 
collaborative innovation center (Chongqing shi xietong chuangxin zhongxin), and 
it will soon be upgraded to a national-level collaborative innovation center.  

There are several broader contexts in which to view and study the role of 
China’s rear area during this extraordinary episode of modern Chinese history. 
                                                               
11 The original Chinese name of the center was Chongqing Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang 
lishi wenhua yanjiu zhongxin. In November 2013, following an upgrade of its status to 
municipal collaborative innovation center, its name was changed. General information on the 
Center and its activities can be found on its website: http://cqkzhf.swu.edu.cn. 
12 The national and local research institutions referred to here include the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences (Zhongguo shehui kexueyuan) and the Chongqing Academy of Social Sciences 
(Chongqing shehui kexueyuan); grade-1 national museums include the Chongqing China Three 
Gorges Museum (Chongqing Zhongguo sanxia bowuguan) and the Chongqing “Red Crag” 
Revolutionary History Museum (Chongqing hongyan heming lishi bowuguan); municipal 
libraries and archives include the Chongqing Municipal Library (Chongqing shi tushuguan) 
and the Chongqing Municipal Archives (Chongqing shi dang’anguan); municipal government 
and party departments include the Chongqing Cultural Relics Bureau (Chongqing shi wenwuju) 
and the CCP Chongqing Municipal Committee Historical Research Office (Chongqing shiwei 
dangshi yanjiushi). 
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Academic research in the Dahoufang Project chiefly addresses—and seeks to 
integrate—four major contexts, all of which in one way or another match with 
the project objectives outlined above. The first such context is that of China’s 
national struggle for survival in the face of foreign aggression, or China’s War of 
Resistance against Japan, which turned serious militarily after the “Marco Polo 
Bridge Incident” of July 7, 1937, and ended with the final surrender by Japan in 
September 1945. The second general context, inextricably intertwined with yet 
still distinctive from the first, is that of the global fight against fascism 
underpinning World War II, a fight which China joined on the side of the Allies 
in 1941 when it broke off relations with and then formally declared war on the 
major Axis powers in Europe and Asia. The third basic context, interrelated 
closely with the previous two, is that of China’s national politics, or the 
alternating currents of unity and strife between the Nationalists and the 
Communists, and their effects both on the war itself and on the post-war order in 
China and beyond. The fourth and final major context in this project is the local 
setting, particularly the wartime conditions in Chongqing and the region, and the 
local impact of the war in socio-economic terms. 

Drawing on both local and external materials and sources, specific research 
lines of the Dahoufang project center on at least one of these general contexts. At 
present, the key research areas in this project include the following: 
 

Wartime international relations (both of the KMT and the CCP); 
The Second United Front between the KMT and the CCP; 
The “Red Crag” (hongyan) spirit and the spirit of national resistance; 
Nationalities and borders; 
Wartime economy and society; 
Wartime culture and education; and 
Protection and development of cultural resources related to the war. 

 

Since its inception some five years ago, the Dahoufang Project has undertaken 
several major research projects sponsored by leading national academies and 
institutes such as the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), the National 
Social Sciences Fund of China (NSSFC), and the Chinese National Publication 
Foundation (NPF), as well as local branches and local institutes including the 
Chongqing Social Sciences Fund (CSSF).  

Among the earliest major research projects in the Dahoufang Project 
sponsored by NSSFC was a study of the casualties and property losses in 
Chongqing during the war.13 In 2011, this project was concluded with a book 
                                                               
13  The full Chinese name of the project is Kangri zhanzheng shiqi Zhongguo renkou 
shangwang he caichan sunshi. Prof. Zhou Yong and Prof. Pan Xun served as the main 
investigators. 
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published by the CCP Party History Publishing House offering a comprehensive 
and detailed overview of the casualties and property losses in Chongqing 
(estimated at 200,000 casualties and 10 billion fabi,14 respectively), together 
with extensive reference materials including eyewitness reports.15 

Another prominent example of a NSSFC-sponsored research project is a 
recently completed research project called “Truth, Justice and Peace: Study of 
Some Remaining Problems regarding the Great Bombing of Chongqing.”16 This 
project focused on the massive air-raid campaign conducted by Japanese forces 
on China’s war capital between February 1938 and December 1944, which 
resulted in more than 15,000 deaths (most of them civilians), many more injured, 
and colossal material damage. 17  The major findings of this project were 
published in 2013, in a book that was included in China’s National 
Achievements Library of Philosophy and Social Sciences.18 Combining earlier 
findings with new perspectives based on research of previously unexplored 
sources into a single, integrated and systematic study, the book was hailed in 
China’s academic circles as the most authoritative study on this topic to date.  

Among the flagship research projects that are ongoing is a project initiated in 
2009 and supported by CASS that studies the wartime cooperation between the 
Chinese Nationalists and the Communists under the Second United Front.19 
Focusing primarily on people and events in Chongqing, where both the 
Nationalist government and the CCP Southern Bureau had their wartime seats, 
                                                               
14 Fabi (“legal tender”) was the national Chinese currency during the late Republican era. 
During the war years the currency experienced extreme inflation. The figure of 10 billion 
mentioned here was converted into the 1937 denomination of the fabi. 
15 The Chinese title of this book, written by Prof. Zhou Yong and first published by the CCP 
Party History Publishing House in February 2011, is Chongqing shi kangzhan shiqi renkou 
shangwang he caichan sunshi (Casualties and property losses in the city of Chongqing during 
the War of Resistance against Japan).  
16 The full Chinese name of the project is Zhenxiang, zhengyi yu heping: kangzhan shiqi 
Chongqing da hongzha ji qi yiliu wenti yanjiu. Prof. Pan Xun served as the main investigator. 
17 Pan Xun, Kangri zhanzheng shiqi Chongqing da hongzha yanjiu, 192―98. See also T. 
Maeda, “Strategic Bombing of Chongqing by Imperial Japanese Army and Naval Forces,” 141.  
18 The Chinese title of this book, written by Prof. Pan Xun and first published by China’s 
Commercial Press in March 2013, is Kangri zhanzheng shiqi Chongqing da hongzha yanjiu 
(Research on the Great Bombing of Chongqing during the War of Resistance against Japan).  
19 The full Chinese name of the project is Kangzhan shiqi Guo-Gong hezuo ji qi jingyan 
yanjiu: yi zhong-gong nanfangju yu kangzhan dahoufang wei zhongxin (Research on the 
wartime cooperation between the KMT and CCP and its experience: Centering on the CCP 
Southern Bureau and China’s unoccupied rear area). The project is headed by Prof. Zhou Yong 
and includes Niu Jun, Li Rong, Pan Xun, Zhang Guoyong, Hu Daniu, Liu Zhiying and Zhang 
Shouguang as the main researchers.  



The Dahoufang Project in Chongqing and the Restoral of a Legacy 619 

the project examines the following major aspects of this important but at the 
same time frail and vacillating temporary alliance: origins and general context; 
formation and development process; main policies and strategies; working 
methods and mechanisms; internal disputes and conflicts, achievements and 
impact; and legacy for post-1949 China and cross-Strait relations. This project, 
which is scheduled for completion in 2015, is expected to generate a series of 
eight monographs dealing with these aspects. 

Another major project currently ongoing is the publication of a 100-volume 
book series on the history and culture of China’s unoccupied rear area.20 The 
program, supported by the NPF, was initiated at the start of the Dahoufang 
Project and is scheduled for completion in 2015 to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the end of China’s War of Resistance. Several volumes in this 
series have already been published, including a number of scholarly treatises, 
reviews of literature and archives, works of popular literature, and electronic 
publications. The ultimate aim of this project is to build a comprehensive and 
diversified national collection of authoritative works on the war based on both 
primary (archival) and secondary sources from China, Taiwan and overseas 
(most notably Britain and the United States). The prominent historian and 
educator Professor Zhang Kaiyuan serves as the series’ editor-in chief, while 
Professor Zhou Yong leads the compilation work. 

While the greater part of this ambitious book series has been reserved for 
newly issued, original publications, it also includes a number of reprints of some 
of the most important works on China’s great rear area that predated the 
Dahoufang Project. One such volume is Professor Zhou Yong’s pathbreaking 
monograph on the history of Chongqing during the Chinese War of Resistance, 
covering the complete 15-year period from the Japanese invasion of Manchuria 
in 1931 to Japan’s ultimate defeat in 1945.21 Originally published in 2005 with 
the major support of the Chongqing Social Sciences Fund, the book was one of 
the first of its kind in mainland China to present a positive general assessment of 
Chongqing’s wartime role as the capital of the Nationalist government, and 
received wide acclaim for its objective analysis and refreshing departure from 
earlier norms. A likewise definitive book on the wartime history of Southwest 
China, written by the same author with the help of leading historians from  

                                                               
20 The title of the series is Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang lishi wenhua congshu (Book series 
on the history and culture of China’s great rear area during the War of Resistance).  
21 The title of this book, written by Prof. Zhou Yong and first published by the Chongqing 
Publishing House in August 2005, is Chongqing kangzhanshi, 1931–1945 (The History of 
Chongqing during the War of Resistance against Japan, 1931–1945). The book was reprinted 
in the NPF book series in 2013. 



                         Yong Zhou, Vincent K.L. Chang, Xiaohui Gong 620

Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou provinces, appeared in 2006.22 

Protection and Preservation of Cultural Heritage 

Wartime historical sites and relics form an essential part of Chongqing’s cultural 
heritage. The protection and preservation of this unique heritage is another core 
objective of the Dahoufang Project. It is also the most elaborate, complicated, 
and costly among its tasks. To coordinate and oversee the work in this focus area, 
the Chongqing Municipal Government in April 2009 set up a special working 
group for the protection and utilization of Chongqing’s wartime cultural heritage 
(Chongqing shi kangzhan yizhi baohu liyong gongzuo xietiao xiaozu). In 2010, 
an overall plan for the protection and utilization of Chongqing’s wartime cultural 
heritage was drawn up and adopted. Substantial government funds have been 
allocated on an annual basis to support the preservation of Chongqing’s 
extensive wartime cultural heritage. 

The work in this field generally follows a three-pronged approach. The first 
step is the collection, identification and classification of Chongqing’s wartime 
heritage resources, and the construction of a single database containing all 
wartime sites and relics protected at both the national, municipal and district or 
county level. The next step is the formulation of a protection and utilization plan 
aimed at maximum protection and maximum exposure to the public of the 
heritage. The final step is the actual development, management, and maintenance 
of cultural heritage sites and facilities. In practice, these three steps and the 
related historical research show considerable overlap, and work on all three 
levels is on going continuously. 

A comprehensive survey of Chongqing’s cultural heritage was initiated in 
December 2009 pursuant to the Third National Survey of Cultural Relics.23 
According to the survey, there are currently 395 protected wartime sites within 
the municipal limits of (greater) Chongqing, including 101 key historical and 
cultural sites protected at the national level, 93 sites protected at the municipal 

                                                               
22 The Chinese title of this book, published by the Chongqing Publishing House in December 
2006 with the support of the Chongqing Social Sciences Fund, is Xinan kangzhanshi (The 
history of Southwest China during the War of Resistance against Japan). The book was edited 
by Prof. Zhou Yong, and contains important contributions from Prof. Xie Benshu (Yunnan 
University of Nationalities), Wen Xianmei (Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences), and Gu 
Daquan (Guizhou Academy of Social Sciences), among others. 
23 The Third National Survey of Cultural Relics (Di san ci quanguo wenwu pucha) was held 
from April 2007 to December 2011 as part of the Cultural Development Program of the 11th 
National Five-Year Plan (guojia “shiyi wu” wenhua fazhan guihua gangyao). The previous 
two national surveys of cultural relics were held in the 1950s and 1980s, respectively. 
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level, 60 sites protected at the district or county level, and 141 other sites under 
provisional government protection. About 52% of these sites have been 
preserved in a fairly good condition, 25% in normal condition, and 23% in 
substandard condition. 

Since the start of the Dahoufang Project in 2009, the city has spent around 
RMB 150 million on the preservation and development of a total of 108 wartime 
sites (with a combined area of more than 10 hectares), more than half of which 
have been opened to the public. In addition to individual wartime sites, a number 
of sections of the city have been listed as protected cultural heritage areas, 
including most notably the Shangqingsi section in the central Yuzhong district, 
which comprises several former government sites and official residences; the 
“Red Crag” village (hongyancun) section east of the city center, which houses 
the former headquarters of the CCP Southern Bureau; and the Mt. Huang 
(huangshan) section in Nan’an district on the south bank of the Yangtze, which 
includes the former residences of several prominent KMT officials (including 
one of Chiang Kai-shek’s several villas in the city) as well as some former sites 
of foreign embassies in Chongqing. In the past five years, more than 30 
exhibitions on wartime themes have been held in Chongqing. Chief among these 
was a joint cross-Strait exhibition to commemorate the 65th anniversary of V-J 
Day, which for the first time on the Chinese mainland showcased many precious 
wartime artifacts preserved in Taiwan.24 

Establishment of Document and Archives Centers 

Having been the wartime center of China’s rear area, the city of Chongqing 
boasts abundant collections of precious historical literature and archival records 
relating to China’s War of Resistance. The collection, preservation, and 
organization of these sources, with the ultimate aim of making them accessible to 
the general public, forms the third major focus area of the Dahoufang Project. To 
realize this goal, the Project outline provides for the construction of a document 
center and an archives center in Chongqing. 

The Chongqing Dahoufang Document Center (Chongqing Zhongguo 
kangzhan dahoufang lishi wenxian zhongxin) was established in August 2010 to 
offer a single, standardized platform of wartime literature by aggregating and 
expanding existing collections held at individual public libraries and university 

                                                               
24 Held at the Chongqing China Three Gorges Museum from August to October 2010, the 
exhibition—named Chongqing suiyue: haixia liang an kangzhan wenwu zhan (The Chongqing 
Years: Cross-Strait Wartime Relics Exhibition) —was co-sponsored on the Taiwan side by the 
Chungcheng Cultural and Educational Foundation. 
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libraries in Chongqing. At the center of the platform stands the Chongqing 
Municipal Library (CML), which holds the largest and most authoritative 
collection of wartime documentation on the Chinese mainland, including around 
28,000 books, 2,800 periodicals and over 200 types of wartime newspapers. The 
CML’s precursor was the National Roosevelt Library, which was set up in 1947 
by the Nationalist government as one of five state-run libraries in Republican 
China. It holds a rare collection in China of materials on the United Nations and 
its formation. 

To support greater access for scholars and the general public, the Chongqing 
Dahoufang Document Center has set up a 3D digital library of wartime literature. 
Digitizing original resources is one of the key aims of the Project in this context. 
This is an ongoing process, which will be continuously advanced. At present, the 
CML’s precious collection of Republican China newspapers, boasting over 
60,000 issues of some 320 titles, has already been fully digitized. In addition to 
existing collections, the Chongqing Dahoufang Document Center has recently 
purchased several digital and microfilm collections of Chinese wartime 
newspapers and periodicals in China and Taiwan, as well as various rare 
collections from the British National Archives, the U.S. Library of Congress, the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library, and the Harvard-Yenching Institute. 

In a similar manner, the Chongqing Dahoufang Archives Center (Chongqing 
Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang lishi dang’an zhongxin) was established to 
provide a standardized and accessible platform of wartime archives in Chongqing. 
At this stage, the primary focus is on the reorganization and digitization of 
archival records held at the Chongqing Municipal Archives (CMA), while there 
are plans in a later stage to form links with local archives held at the district and 
county levels. At present, a new site is being constructed in the city’s central 
business district in Jiangbei, which will house both the CMA and the Chongqing 
Dahoufang Archives Center. 

The CMA was established in 1960. It holds an important collection of 
Republican archives, of which the “Auxiliary Capital” section (peidu dang’an) is 
particularly precious. Containing over 400,000 volumes on wartime China and its 
temporary capital, more than half of which have been listed as key national 
archives, this collection comes second only to those of the Second Historical 
Archives of China at Nanjing and the Academia Historica (Guoshi guan) at 
Taipei. Over the past few years, the “Auxiliary Capital” section has been wholly 
reorganized and catalogued, while the process of digitization is ongoing. At the 
same time, efforts have also been directed toward expanding the existing 
collection. Valuable series of wartime archives have been collected recently from 
the U.S. National Archives and from the Hoover Institution, among others.  
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Promotion of Literary and Artistic Works 

A fourth major area of work in the Dahoufang Project is the encouragement and 
support toward the creation of literary and artistic works related to the wartime 
history and culture of China’s unoccupied region. By promoting the use of 
original historical materials for intellectual and artistic use or adaptation, the 
project endeavors to introduce the latest research findings and discoveries to a 
general audience, to capture and popularize the Zeitgeist of China’s wartime 
unoccupied rear area, and to increase public awareness of China’s wartime 
history. 

In recent years, the Dahoufang Project has initiated and participated in 
numerous successful productions in the literary and artistic domain, ranging from 
television documentaries about history and television drama series to novels, 
modern drama, folk performing arts, and Peking opera. Several of these 
productions have been awarded prestigious prizes in China. Recent examples 
include the 2011 stage play Hejie chaguan (Teahouse in Chongqing), which won 
a special national prize for modern drama, and the 2011 prize-winning historical 
documentary, Qianqiu hongyan (Eternal Red Crag), which was collected by the 
Chinese National Archives and the archives of Stanford University. Several 
large-scale productions, sponsored by the Dahoufang Project, are currently in the 
process of being created, including an epic film about the Great Bombing of 
Chongqing (Chongqing da hongzha) and a 20-volume documentary film on 
China’s wartime unoccupied area (Dahoufang), which is set to appear in 2015 on 
the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. 

Construction of Cultural Facilities 

The Dahoufang Project will create and manage various cultural and educational 
facilities in order to promote the above-mentioned areas of work. The original 
plans provide for the creation of five such facilities during an initial phase. These 
include three centers, one museum, and one park, all of which are currently under 
development. The three centers are the Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center, 
the Chongqing Dahoufang Document Center and the Chongqing Dahoufang 
Archives Center, as discussed. 

Meanwhile, efforts are underway to establish a new museum in Chongqing on 
the history, society, and culture of China’s unoccupied region during the war 
(Chongqing Zhongguo kangzhan dahoufang lishi wenhua bowuguan). This 
comprehensive museum should serve as the forerunner and future flagship of a 
group of existing and projected museums in the city dealing with the War of 
Resistance, and is listed among the key elements of the cultural development 
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program in Chongqing’s 12th Five-Year Plan (shi’er wu wenhua fazhan 
zhongdian xiangmu). At present, preparations for the new museum are well on 
track, and progress is being made in the exhibition plan and the collection of 
wartime artifacts and other objects of historical and cultural value. 

The final item in the current plans regarding this specific focus is the 
construction of a wartime heritage park and cultural section, including a “scenic 
street” of wartime Chongqing. Designed to target the broadest audience groups in 
the overall context of the Dahoufang Project, this facility should attract and 
entertain local residents and tourists alike, both young and old. The Great 
Bombing of Chongqing, which once so deeply affected the lives of people from 
all walks of life and from all generations, will feature as one of the major themes 
of the cultural zone, which will simultaneously serve as a film shooting base. 

External Cooperation and Exchange  

The final focus discussed here is that of external cooperation and exchange. In 
fact, this is not a separate component of the Dahoufang Project, but one that 
forms an integrated part of the work described above. Though especially 
important in the context of academic historical research, external cooperation 
both on the national and international level has also become increasingly relevant 
for some of the other areas of focus. 

Since the start of the Dahoufang Project in 2009, there have been many 
national and international symposiums and conferences in Chongqing on a wide 
range of themes related to World War II and the Dahoufang area. Among the 
most prominent were the fourth and fifth editions of the International Joint 
Research Conference on the Sino-Japanese War (in 2009 and 2013, respectively), 
jointly hosted by CASS and Southwest University in Chongqing. The conference 
was co-sponsored by the original founders and traditional participants which, 
apart from its two hosts, include the universities of Harvard, Cambridge and 
Oxford, and the Sino-Japanese Research Institute.25 Another important recent 
example is a conference held in late 2013 on the Sino-Japanese War and its 
legacy for China’s modern international relationships, which was jointly hosted 
by CASS, Chongqing University, and the Chongqing China Three Gorges 

                                                               
25 The fourth and fifth editions of the International Joint Research Conferences on the 
Sino-Japanese War (Zhong Ri zhanzheng guoji gongtong yanjiu huiyi) were held in Chongqing 
from September 7–9, 2009, and September 14–16, 2013, respectively. Previous editions of the 
conference were held in Boston (2002), Hawai‘i (2004), and Hakone (2006). On the fifth and 
most recent edition, see http://jds.cass.cn/Item/23636.aspx and http://jds.cass.cn/Item/ 
23675.aspx. 
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Museum.26 
With a view to enhancing cross-Strait relations as well as increasing mutual 

understanding and consensus on history, the Dahoufang Project attaches special 
importance to cooperation and exchange with Taiwan. Several high-level 
meetings have taken place in recent years with senior Taiwanese leaders and 
representatives, including the (honorary) KMT Chairmen Lien Chan and Wu 
Po-hsiung, Vice Chairman Lin Fong-cheng, and Vice President Wu Den-yih, all 
of whom have visited Chongqing. Shao Ming-huang, Director of the KMT Party 
History Institute, visited Chongqing twice during his tenure. During his visit in 
2009, a memorandum of understanding was signed between the KMT Party 
History Institute and the CCP Chongqing Municipal Committee concerning 
cooperation and exchange in the field of wartime history and social culture. In 
2010, coinciding with the joint cross-Strait exhibition held that year at the Three 
Gorges Museum, several historic academic events were organized in Chongqing 
on topics of joint interest.27 Recent years have seen numerous other meetings, 
scholarly exchanges and archives transfers between the Dahoufang Project and 
Taiwan. 

Bilateral ties have also been established between Chongqing institutions 
participating in the Dahoufang Project and some of their counterparts in the West, 
most notably in the United States and Britain. As mentioned before, intensive 
exchanges have recently been initiated with such institutes as the U.S. National 
Archives, the Hoover Institution, the U.S. Library of Congress, the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Library, the Harvard-Yenching Institute, and the British 
National Archives. On the level of academic exchange, a cooperation agreement 
was concluded in 2012 between Southwest University and the University of 
Oxford concerning the joint historical research on western perspectives on the 
Sino-Japanese War. In this project, the British side will assist its Chongqing 

                                                               
26 The International Conference on the Anti-Japanese War and China’s Modern International 
Relationships (Kangri zhanzheng yu Zhongguo xiandai guoji guanxi guoji xueshu yantaohui) 
was held at Chongqing University from November 7–10, 2013. See http://jds.cass.cn/ 
Item/24016.aspx.  
27  These academic events included a joint cross-Strait academic symposium hosted in 
Chongqing by Southwest University, Chongqing China Three Gorges Museum and the 
Chungcheng Cultural and Educational Foundation (Taipei) from August 14–16, 2010 on the 
history and culture of China’s wartime unoccupied area (Haixia liang’an Zhongguo kangzhan 
dahoufang lishi wenhua xueshu yantaohui); and an academic symposium hosted in Chongqing 
by CASS and the Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center on 6 November 2010 on the history 
of Taiwan and the 65th anniversary of Taiwan’s retrocession by Japan to China in 1945 
(Taiwan shi yanjiu luntan: Taiwan guangfu 65 zhounian ji kangzhan shishi xueshu yantaohui).  
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partners, which also includes the Chongqing Municipal Library, with the 
research and collection of relevant archive materials and literary documentation. 
Meanwhile, academic meetings and exchanges with universities and institutions 
in Japan have also been intensified in recent years, including Keio University and 
the Japan Institute of International Affairs. 

The Chongqing Dahoufang Research Center has recently been involved in the 
research of Sino-Dutch relations and the Dutch diplomatic presence in wartime 
Chongqing, contributing to a popular historical reconstruction published by the 
Royal Netherlands Embassy in China to commemorate the founding of a Dutch 
Consulate General in Chongqing earlier this year.28 Since then, the two sides 
have been cooperating on the production of a television documentary on the 
wartime links between Chongqing and the Netherlands, and are currently 
exploring further modes of cooperation, including academic symposiums and 
other forms of cooperation and exchange in this particular field. 

Other international projects recently initiated in the context of the Dahoufang 
Project include a Sino-Russian joint photography exhibition entitled Heroic 
Tales of Two Cities (Yingxiong shuangcheng ji) regarding the bombings of 
Moscow and Chongqing during the global war against fascism. According to a 
letter of intent concluded last year with the Institute of Russian History, the 
exhibition, scheduled for 2015, will tour several cities in Russia and China, 
including Moscow, Chongqing and Beijing.  

The Dahoufang Project is the most comprehensive and authoritative effort to 
date to record, restore, and recount the historical legacy of China’s unoccupied 
area during the War of Resistance against Japan both in the local context, and in 
national and international terms. Part of the uniqueness of this project lies in the 
sheer scale and scope in which it seeks to reconstruct only a brief chapter in the 
history of a single region and a single city. Yet, perhaps more surprising than the 
fact that this process is now taking place, is that it did not happen at an earlier 
point in time. After all, as one of the major Allied capitals during World War II, 
the city of Chongqing played a pivotal and lasting role in what turned out to be 
the largest and most destructive global conflict in human history, and one which 
continues to influence international relations in the Asian Pacific region today. 
Making up for time lost more than half a century later, the work underway in the 
Dahoufang Project may at last allow the city of Chongqing properly to mourn its 
wartime sacrifices and celebrate its contributions to peace and a modern world 
order. 

                                                               
28 Published by the Netherlands Embassy in late 2013, this historical account takes the form of 
an illustrated, Chinese-English bilingual publication. See Vincent K.L. Chang, Dutch Traces, 
Places and Faces in Chongqing, 1938–1946. 
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