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Perception and Resistance of Filter Bubbles on Multiple Platforms:
Study Based on Generation Z Digital Communities of University Students

ZHAO Tianfang, WANG Yu
(School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: The algorithm platform deepens filter bubble effects, narrowing user’s views and polarizing
opinions through data-driven recommendations. The study followed 10 college students for 6 months, analyz-
ing 4,615 social media interactions. Combined with personal social network analysis and in-depth interview
methods, this study investigates how the group perceives and responds to filter bubbles on social media.
There are three major findings. Firstly, platform algorithm design determines information homogenization
intensity. The time-based recommendation algorithm of Bilibili creates strong information homogenization.
Rednote balances user’s expressed needs and latent interests through exploratory recommendations. Tiktok
employs its algorithmic model to reduce content duplication. Second, algorithms are shaped by social ties
through online-offline interaction patterns. Online communities show reinforced interest through behavioral
alignment, while offline communities exhibit fragmented information flows. Thirdly, young users show var-
ied algorithmic strategies—f{rom adaptive use to proactive intervention. Their practices reflect the logic of
“daily resistance” described by De Seto. This study provides a new research dimension for algorithmic trans-

parency governance, and offers empirical reference for enhancing the digital literacy of young people.
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