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readjust their memory tactics, their essays raise larger conceptual 
issues—irrespective of source availability—about the agency of “ordinary” 
citizens within processes of memory and identity production. Consequently, one 
wonders if political and cultural policies in contemporary China is more nuanced 
and complicated than is portrayed in a few of the chapters. These criticisms aside, 
Places of Memory in Modern China exemplifies the methodological flexibility 
offered by memory theory. For these reasons, I enthusiastically recommend the 
volume for scholars in Chinese studies, historians of “modern” China, and 
students of collective memory more generally. 
 

Todd M. Goehle 
State University of New York at Binghamton 

E-mail: goehle@geneseo.edu 
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J. P. Park presents a multifaceted view of cultural life in the late Ming dynasty 
through his examination of the production of painting manuals. The book’s aim is 
to answer certain key questions, the first of which is why at this time in Chinese 
history so many manuals were printed. The answer is a complex one that 
involves the urbanization that took place during the later Ming and the growing 
number of literate members of society who trained for the government exam but 
did not enter civil service. Those who took the entrance exams greatly 
outnumbered the limited number of positions and had to find other means of 
support. This educated group was able to take advantage of more lucrative 
employment in the vital economy of the burgeoning cities and to enjoy the 
leisure activities of the literati elite. Park explains how a rising class of lower 
echelon urbanites pursued connoisseurship, art collecting, painting, writing and 
calligraphy production. This is where the illustrated painting manuals come in, 
for they outline the basic nature of such cultural activities. These manuals were 
part of the proliferation of printed books of all kinds—illustrated editions of the 
classics, novels, dramas, and professional handbooks—that were published in 
response to the new demands and interests of an increasingly literate society (p. 
10). 
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The book analyzes various aspects of the use and means of production of art 
manuals, including their didactic function, their increase in various types, 
number of them produced, and economic and social aspects. Park also examines 
technological considerations—the various kinds of printing techniques and 
materials as well as the method of reissuing older texts under new names. There 
is a detailed comparison distinguishing superior and poorer quality editions. For 
example, in the later Ming, even the literati increasingly engaged in small-scale 
luxurious private publishing endeavors (p. 51). Park’s in-depth comparison of the 
most successful manuals of the mid and late Ming period reveals, among other 
things, how the author’s social status was an important determining factor in their 
success, and how social distinctions made by literati affected the relative value of 
such books. 

As for the illustrations, careful examination by the author reveals the 
widespread appropriation of famous paintings whose identities have been 
disregarded and compositions simplified, but whose familiarity nonetheless 
imparts narrative content not immediately apparent to the unlettered viewer. In 
this discussion, Park distinguishes the various genres of pictorial art—landscape, 
portraiture, and figural themes that depict such literati leisure activities as cooling 
one’s feet in the water, gazing at the moon, imbibing wine and the various 
renowned literati gatherings in history. There is also a consideration of the 
depiction of women. After analyzing these representations, the author considers 
the role of such painting manuals in defining the pleasure of the culturati and 
how they instructed the newly arrived members of society in how to live the 
good life and enjoy higher status (p. 155). One particularly interesting focus of 
consideration is the response of the elite class to the up-and-coming cultural 
parvenus and the former’s antagonism toward the ever-growing production and 
popularity of illustrated texts.  

This is a scholarly investigation into a subject that has many fascinating 
aspects—artistic, social, and economic. Park’s extensive research, evident in the 
careful treatment of the material, is a welcome addition to the relatively new field 
of scholarship of Ming cultural history.  
 

Patricia Karetzky 
Bard College, NY 

E-mail: karetzky@bard.edu 
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