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Continuation and Symptoms of Martial Arts Genre Exploration in Blades of
the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert

Shen Weiqiong', Wang Xiaoshang’
(1. College of Chinese Language and Literature, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi 830054, China;

2. School of Arts and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In 2026, the martial arts film Blades of the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert entered the
competitive Spring Festival lineup with its differentiated positioning as hardcore martial arts, breaking the
current relatively quiet creative landscape of the traditional martial arts genre. After its release, a polarized
trend has emerged in audience reception. While the film’s construction of an audiovisual style and its aes-
thetic expression are commendable, notable shortcomings exist in the narrative logic of the story and the
integrity of the protagonists’ behavioral motivations. Furthermore, the spirit of chivalry highlighted in the
film also exhibits a modernized twist, reflecting the particularities and industrial dilemmas in contemporary
martial arts genre creation. The interplay of continuity and inherent rupture evident in this exploration of the
martial arts genre constitutes both the individual characteristics of the film Blades of the Guardians: Wind
Rises in the Desert and a common creative symptom pervading the current Chinese martial arts film market.
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