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Korean Scholar Kim Si-seup’s Acceptance of Taoist Culture

WANG Yajing', ZHANG Ting’
(1. School of Literature, Henan University of Economics and Law, Zhengzhou 450046, China;
2. South Confucian Culture Research Center, Quzhou University, Quzhou 324000, China)

Abstract: Kim Si-seup was a renowned poet and novelist in the early period of the Joseon Dynasty.
The usurpation of power by King Sejo of Joseon caused Kim Si-seup, who was deeply influenced by Confu-
cian thought, to be extremely dissatisfied with the political situation and governance. Additionally, the wide-
spread practice of secretly studying Taoism among the Joseon scholarly class on the Korean Peninsula was a
major reason that led him to abandon Confucianism for Buddhism and to cultivate Taoism and refine his
physical form. Kim Si-seup not only permeated Taoist ideas into his novel creations but also expounded his
views on internal alchemy cultivation of Taoism in his essays. In his poetry, he depicted his daily life of
brewing tea, playing chess, and discussing immortality and Taoist doctrines with Taoist priests, and incorpo-
rated Taoist elements into his poetic creations. Through the relationship between Kim Si-seup and Taoist
culture, we can catch a glimpse of one aspect of the influence of Taoism on the Joseon scholars.
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