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Technology Narrative Analysis in Per Aspera Ad Astra

WANG Hu, XU Shiyin
(School of Journalism and Communication, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200072, China)

Abstract: Per Aspera Ad Astra employs a visually maximalist style and gamified technological narra-
tive to wrap a serious theme concerning technological alienation and the consecutive survival of civilization,
responding to tech-ethical issues with the distinctive oriental aesthetics and humanistic care of Chinese sci-
ence fiction. This study carried out a multimodal discourse analysis from three aspects that interact with each
other: cultural context, situational context, and the interaction of multimodal symbols, finding that the film’
s technological narrative is a complex discursive practice constrained by multiple contexts. Cultural context
determines its localized and moderate approach to technological criticism. The internal tension between fear
and entertainment is regulated by situational context. And multimodal symbols realize the embodied transla-
tion of abstract ethical issues. The film’s deep narrative involves the clash of civilizations following after the
awakening of artificial intelligence, prompting teenagers to reflect on technological utopias and the substitu-
tion of reality by the virtual, thus shaping their own cognitive frameworks of technological risks.
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