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Abstract: Macromolecular drugs have attracted considerable attention owing to their high specificity, multifunctionality,
and favorable biocompatibility. However, their clinical translation is severely hampered by inherent limitations, including
poor stability and insufficient membrane-crossing ability. Although nanocarriers can improve the bioavailability and targeting
of these drugs, achieving efficient intracellular delivery with controlled release remains a critical challenge. In this study, we
design and synthesize amphiphilic poly(amino acid) derivatives with distinct conformations. These polymers self-assemble
into polymersomes that efficiently encapsulate hydrophilic macromolecular drugs. Compared to their S-sheet counterparts,

a-helical poly(amino acid) polymersomes exhibit relatively weaker intermolecular interactions, resulting in superior
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membrane permeability, thereby facilitating more effective release of the encapsulated cargo. Remarkably, the a-helical
conformation also imparts enhanced membrane activity, which not only facilitates efficient uptake by tumor cells but also
promotes endo-lysosomal escape, leading to improved intracellular release and distribution of macromolecular drugs. This
study proposes a novel strategy for macromolecular drug delivery, and the engineered a-helical poly(amino acid)
polymersomes emerge as a promising category of nanocarriers with extensive translational application prospects.
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BRIy FRAEVIRN KRN S Fifb &Y, FEQFEER . SO, BIIEED L. g
FEAH 55 1% 328 . ) oA i 0 B 28 97 A0 45 A A 0 B0 T R AR O AR UL, JEAROR, BEE BRI iR . BEDINRYT R A
FE 23 A H AR RS L, YR F B EE L A R 2R 5 2 B g OGS AT 2L, AR T
45 /Ny A2 254 GEE XT3 F 32 AR T 500), AWK 3+ 2590 e 30 ph R 0B 7 AR 35 — s rE S5k, B
WS VE RN AR F T AH DG 5, B AR e Pk 4l B AE 145 1 1(Programmed cell death protein 1, PD-1) . A3
Jz H: K ] F3Z 4K 2( Human epidermal growth factor receptor 2, HER2) 45 J2 I e 2 VA 7 1Y S 40 45, #0 m) 259
RS BB o, AT A AR R S R 2 Tne i, B eT BT A -8R A B,
A AT R B R Y i S 0 B R 3R s =R RAF A AE AR A M, LR SRR IR B0 A B B T D AL S g HE
JRINE o SR, AR 53 25 Wl DR A A ATS 52 1 2 A BB i 29 o BN, I 2 25 ) 7 A1 B0 vh 5 o ity e fi
R M 22 H P R [RI s, 01 RS AR, L 25 24 L B 1,

FI TR K AR AT 24 W 358 305 SR B2 T 26 W) K G0 - 25 W 9 80— T bl 2L g FH i 55 R S . o 25 4R ], B
RECH LN ZF KSR RS TAY R ST AP0 ERGE %, GIEIR AN S REWPIRR T3, 4
KBERET S TCAILGHARIORLION 25 I HIG K 2844 356 35 A= ) K 43 2500 7T I 35 S K 25 ) O 10 3 o 0 L 4 v 4
MR SRR ] B T o 9140, Dong S50 B3t 1 —Fiv Al o 25 (14 B8 B 40 K 0K, 32 UKL FE MG 14 28 3 W) S BN
REFEDY AP SII T siRNA B30, PR vEE %, JFA TR T 5 7 A OC IR A . Wang PRABTZH 12
WA T —FloHT B BH B B AR, iR TR B A B0l 22 R L3l 2 (1 i D, 58 4585k N & 1 FE B0 AR s ik,
SR AR A R Ak 2, TR IR AR B T e AR T

AW i ek B SR B IE i, LK B B )22, 2 7K B i w0 1] 60 PN A/ R 0 7 7K
AHFREE U181, 5ok — R 25 ) L B 08 [] P85 88 K P 245 ) RS 7K M 25 90 4 ol 286 3 T 2 R N s vy, DTG S5 B 22
P EIEE TS . SR TR L, R A YR B T Y A A AR M R R 0 4 T e BT L Tatridi AFUO HREE T
—Fh I 2 AP ST IL R Y A R A W B, 2 A T (R L R K P AR T 2 W T B 2 RN K P Ay 2 4R
FZTEE, TE pH 55 1 B8 00 By 250 T 52 SRR b 25 1) (045 RE, S 1G5 1 0k A0 1 P R SR . AR, IR
U] 7 TR R ) A T T R 2 B S S MORSE T BE VL A B R, 51 R 2 ) S R EURR I BN T S AN RT R  [R) R
A PR R ZH ROV Y S i 1 R i S0, LAk DXL PN ik 5K R SR ) R TR A R A, RS | 2
WIge R, DRI, A0far 7 R4 90 J5 235 44 57 M B T4 T SRS o EL W1 39 i 25 W 45 AT 2 — > IR TR A R 1
()

ARG R HEA ARG 0 R ZIERATEY, 3L B A58 R G W3, IFR 2 B 80K R 7+
SRR RS2, LT BA - &R I WEM R R R (PPC)IE L i, B o-12 ety
S0 AR R K A TR AT AE W (PPCO) T A 1) 8 340 ¢ 30 B 45 1) M3 35 1, BB AS A UK 4y 25 . L4,
PPCO HA HI 5 (14 IS T5 1, BEAE PR E A i Je 200 B O 106 30 V5 WEAAS, T O 1A v S8ORE TR SR K A R 431 25 ) e i B
AT SE B0 5 35 P BT IR RO . AR ¥ 7 T R B SR — S A 0T 3 (0 i 5 M | 20 B D9 A Ak B Tl R 2k itk
RE ST RS2, ST R 8 Ko 251 36 3% AR P fIL 1B R me

1 SEIGERS

1.1 FERFNRF
FH AR B 3R 7, — s it (MPEG-NH,, A% 43 F i & 5000, w=98% ) : 7115 T2 IR 7% B2 2 Bl 4 A PR 2N w1 5 1B [34] i
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BB S (w=97%) . =6 (w=99%) . L-¥ Bt 4 2 (L-Cysteine, w=97%): I 7B 1k 3 #5145 BR A 7] ; Cy5-N-$2
FEIEHAE W % 1 ( Cy5-NHS, w=98%) . 4 1145157 £ -8(CCK-8) : T [F Sigma-Aldrich /A H]; 4', 6- — JpkJE-2-4
HEn5[E (DAPI) | ¥ BEHAZL (49 Y645 5T (LysoTracker Red): [ 1338 25 K AR M) H AR AN A FRA 715 966 R SRR
2 T b 1 1Y) 7 2R % (FITC-Dextran, 3540 1t (M) 4308 3x103~5%10° 5 20x10%): P4 2 Hiides A= M) R A B
23] B P 6G(ROG, w=95%) : H AR HUAK I Tolk MR 25 4t 5 8 3 Ik (Melittin, w=97%): bR T AE{LF}
ey A BR2S w5 A A AL B (NaOH, w=98%): Jl#f 1< 3K Ak T2 1) A BR 2> w3 — AKX (DMSO) | 4 & 1k PR
(THF) . JC/K 2 Bik: 53 B ali, bR fb 2 A BR A ]
1.2 ik 5RAE

¥t 3L 4R 203 ("H-NMR )« Fii -+ Bruker /A &) AV HD B @4 LR, 3510 5k A0 545 (CDCl3), 400 MHz;
fili BL A 21 A0 S 33 (FT-IR) : 98 [E Thermo Fisher 23 F] Nicolet-1S10 7 21 #h S 315485 [B] — 43% (CD) : 3¢
Applied Photophysics 23 7] Chirascan V100 &[5 — 355 {%, S Kl 190~ 260 nm, 10 mm S A7 9 LG AL, #
it PPC, PPCO Jfi ¥ £ R 0.1 mg/mL; % Y6/ Y66 B 1. H AR H 52 A BRA F] F-4600 B ; 306 3 3 42 18 S B
(CLSM): HZRBARE 2 7 FV1000 L 20 856X (DLS) » 4 [F 5 /K 3C Zetasizer Nano ZS #l; i §f B 1 I
4% (FE-TEM) : 2% [ Thermo Fisher %\ & Tecnai G2 F20 S-TWIN 137 % 5 175 5F Bt 7 5 03045 .
1.3 SEBEBREBRENE K

PL 1.1 7519 L-Cysteine A2 i JFURE, 28 2 mol/L NaOH ¥ R 45 i i AR J5 , 2 BRSCik [13] 096 B 7 15 il 28 45
I JIEL T B A6 1 142 I 202 (L-Cys-Chol) o #f L-Cys-Chol(3.1 g) # T4 1 THF(30 mL) J&, 7E R TR IR T
] Schlenk % 3% iniA T JC/K THF(20 mL) 9 =56°5(0.6 @) iE . # LR IR AR R B8 TR AFE T, T 50 C
ZAF N HEPE RN 4 h, fff L-Cys-Chol 5 = & & A B4k I Bi, Az BUAH BE 19 o2 3 2 ¥ 9 2 1 (NCA, N-
carboxyanhydride) o IV 25 5, K5 T 45 V8 Y VR 2E A7 ok 1 v 4 Ab 3L, B S E T THF/AE O e TR &9 7 b &
Shim 3. WG TR W HEAT LA TR, A5 BB K L EE M Y L-2f e 202 B N SR R I (L-Cys-Chol-NCA)
H R AR IR R 70%) .
1.4 PPC HIB

il #f MPEG-NH, 5| & L-Cys-Chol-NCA JF R4 il % 1 B /K B H B 1) PPC. & %%, 4 L-Cys-Chol-NCA
(2.4 @) VAT Schlenk % #yJC/K THF(30 mL) H1., 4R, ¥ MPEG-NH,(1.0 g) il AJE7K THE(10 mL) 1, 7E 35 °C.,
TR A TR 3 de feJm, W MIR IR G, 78 R4, e VK S BEITTE 3 IR, 13 8RB 44 [ {4 PPC(UkL
RHT0%) .
1.5 PPCO BAEMKHFI&

¥ PPC 4% A 7 ik 32 141 501k WX, 15 %] PPCO. #% 10 mg PPC % T DMSO Ji, &% A 9 mL 25 8 17k
o, [ PR R . 2 R RS, S VR RS A S R R 3500 MY T AS T, IR E T R B K TIEN 2 d,
Y1) 4 KB 6 IRAMR I £ B K . B W LA 5000 r/min (1955 3 BEFT 10 min A9 550348, 88 L2 N
0.45 pum 49 7E 57 28 U8 #5 (Millipore, Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork, Ireland) #4753 &, 2 & T 15 16 Wi B & PPC [ 2H %%
R . WS, BU10 mL. 1 mg/mL (1 PPC H AR, B T 54 10% (K340 H,0, il 5% (KRR D &
PR B K I iR AT AR AL 3, 7E 37 °C R FE 16 h, BT U8 EI AT 15 2] PPCO [ 4144
1.6 FITC-Dextran f €%

# 1 mg FITC-Dextran 43 F 1 mL 2 & 7K v, Jr A5 % 0 B¢ 20 £% )5, B 150 uL i fin £ PPC m PPCO
() H AR T b, B AR 2 he BEJS, KA TR RS U 4 TN 30x10° B HTAS b, TEREIR$h 28 th A TR
(PBS, pH=7.4) & M7 2 d, WA 0] B B Ml o i AT 45 o B Wik 08, B4 4.8 FITC-Dextran ) [ 41 %%
&, 43-5)ic A FITC-Dextran@PPC Fl FITC-Dextran@PPCO.,
1.7 HYERNE

# FITC-Dextran@PPC 5 FITC-Dextran@PPCO 435Il & T B A i H, T AN [a] i B[] 5 BRORE, R 2660
FEEE T R FITC-Dextran iy 5 6 A& H1E1E o B A1 488 nm, & ST K 5T FE 4 500~800 nm.
1.8 #AREIFEN

G, B ANFLIR R A (MCF-7) LB AL 1x105 M B EEER T o fLtlrh st i b 557 24 h 5, B
Cy5-NHS #ric ) PPC(PPC-Cy5) Fl PPCO(PPCO-CyS5) 735l AE 2 () CyS5 Fi it ¥ & (4 pg/mL) fin AfLAR Y, 5
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PREEIE IR 4he WES ARG, 75 LIEW, H PBS Ve LAk 3 IR, #:4&, SR H LysoTracker Red X ¥ filf {4 i/E 17
30 min Y0, ] 4% 22 0 PR I 2 0 15 mine 485, ] DAPL 445 10 min DAARiC A MIAZ . BeJa, T
i R A E A, R A CLSM i#F47 W%% .
1.9 RRNZAYEE

T 56, B MCF-7 40 i LA & AL 1105 S Y %5 BE 2 Rl T 6o LR i 52 38 v o X5 5% 24h 5, 4% FITC-
Dextran@PPC 5{ FITC-Dextran@PPCO Jill A fLAx ', {# FITC-Dextran 14 2 i & 4 £ Y8 6 ng/mL, FR4k 2k b
I 4 h, LIEAE B FITC 928 61 5T, 38 1 28 )% 2 S 4% FITC-Dextran 7 240 i 4 14 53 4, BIF 5 40 it 1) 9 75 155
Mo WEE LRI, 75 LB, FH PBS YR FLAR 3 k. SRJG, ] 4% £ 5 FF I 4 19 5 40 L 15 min, 7]
DAPI 448 10 min AFRiC AN . )5, T niE & 3 B3 A, SR CLSM i#f 47 8% . i R4l i AR S it 4 #r
s LT 359 (8 05 1R 25 R oR (n=5) o SR 00 37 FE A K 360 1E 47 48 1T 2 8 35 P 43 B e #p<0.05, **p<0.01,
3% <0.001
1.10 ZHAEEHE

fd F CCK-8 1 %2 A0 75 M o B MCF-7 400 DL AR FL 5% 103 AN % B A0 T 96 LB b 15 5% 24 b BEJS, 1)
HALR A AR R . dELEREFE 240 )5, AL 10 uL CCK-8 X 7, FE & 30 min. fdf F i A 400
450 nm Ak 5655 B (OD) , LAAS 15 200 i 0 245 Wy 11 455 5 L 5Lk 25 11 0 R, I 245 0 Ach 388 19 440 J LA %o R, 42 28 5K
(ODs— ODg)/(ODy— ODg) x100% 13540 XJ 4 i 7% 14, =X ODs. ODg. ODy 73 HIZR /R 4R 2540 | 25 4L, Bk
X HEAH 9 62 B

2 HR5HE

21 BEEBNERREHRIE

MEEUE L-Cys-Chol-NCA 4 315 A, R H'H-NMR (& 1(a)) #l FT-IR(E 1(b) ) xF Hilb 47 8A4E . WiE 1(a)
TR, "TH-NMR 35 ] m] 358 b b 08 %€ 210 I [ st 56 P ) R AR 0 1155 (Fb 2= i B8l 5.31 4.5, 2.3, 0.6~ 1.8 &) L
KB R R R IEAS 5 (fb2 628 R 3.2, 2.9, 2.6, 1.9 4b) . [FIET, 19 )& T NCA BF bk B LR T 5045 5
16 4.8 b, HNE 1(b) 7R, FT-IR 231k —E 52 T NCA M 45 M (A 7E: 1800~ 1700 e S5 Bl P L 30 T A /&
T2 P2 TR T 0 5 4 9 20y P9 R Tk I S 0

(b)

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 3500 3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
J Wave number/cm™!
1 L-Cys-Chol-NCA i (a) 'H-NMR £ #EH1(b) FT-IR Y:i%
Fig. 1 (a) 'H-NMR spectrum and (b) FT-IR spectrum of L-Cys-Chol-NCA

PPC [ 'H-NMR % & 41 (5] 2(a) 7, 4525 F4 BT 0 R AE 5715 5 78 06 T 39 0% vp 5 0 J5E 1 4 408 1 IF H
H(CH—S—CH) i 155 A AL A0 7 2.8 55 2.9 Ab; 6 Bk i 56 AH 215 (1) 3 F 56 (CH—NH — CO) Jii 715 %5
AETF 3.2 kb B [ B A XU T (C=CH) {5 5 L BAE 5.3 &b, SEBA G K PR ATl 5| AR S LR EE . HAh,
MPEG-NH, F 4 H1 3 H 3 (— CH,— CH,— O— ) BT F{5 5 7 3.6 &b 52 B U 5 1T 5 T Fide 8 0 422 AH 32 7 Uk HR S
(NH—CH—CO) it F{Z 5 W T 4.4 4b ., il 3t b4 MPEG-NH, F#1iF 16 (3.6 &b ) 5 JIF [ B4 4E 04 (5.3 &b ) (R AR
A3 TE AR, THEE R B K I I A Y 2 e R ik B SR A B2 R 25, BT — SO, — L AT W & i %, PPCO Y 'H-
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Fig.2 'H-NMR spectra of (a) PPC and (b) PPCO; (c) FT-IR spectra and (d) CD spectra of PPC and PPCO

NMR i ] 55 6 J A 408 0 B 6 T 19 £ 5 0 350885 (181 2(b) ) o FT-IR 3% &1 (8] 2(c) ) i —HIESE T PPCO
(Y 45 74 . PPC 7E 1280 cm' &b 1% i ik fift 247 41 2 W et 18 2, TR) B 7E 1040, 1138, 1380 cm ! Ab A I 3] 19 )& T

— SO, — 4 iR o B I I I 13- 14.21.221 . PPC 5 PPCO 7 F i PER 22 SRl e e g e =i % . [l i e B %
B, PPC TH 5 p-4r S M4, i PPCO M -2t 42 (& 2(d)) .
22 REEBNBHEREER

{5 B DLS X} PPC 5 PPCO H 1 (R R 12 (d) K 2 43 145 % (PDD) #4714, 4Nl 3(a. b) iR, PPC Al
PPCO [ 4R A 2004243 51 9 163.1 nm F1 173.9 nm, PDI 43512 0.158 F1 0.125, 3¢ B P 25 34 BAT 8L 41 s
B¥—pE. HIRTT A AR AL SR AE, 18 B CLSM WLEEHT S5 K M98 ' Ykl R6G B 21T M

i 3(c d) fii7R, PPC 5 PPCO [ 4H 2% 1R P 5 4 52 BRI T A RO 20 Y o, 3 W T 245 34 B 4 A i ol Kk vk
AT IRE Ty, VR IE SE R R G50 . A T O EDULHL W ZZ PPC Al PPCO 4125 AR AYIE 5, SR H TEM X HJE
%ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ( Kl 3(e. ). S8 EIR, PPC Al PPCO 41 2% fR ¥ HAT AL (i v s SRR TR 30, 454, 5
CLSM %55 —%(.
23 MENSHAYMER

J T TN G A AL TR S5 2 BT R, B My, 53 3R 3103~ 5x 103 1 20x103 Y 25 K 4 K43 F
FITC-Dextran %¢ %k | PPC 5 PPCO H 4 %A, Ml 5 H Rt 5 B[R] AR 1 19 298 6 A SO . A e, TE A B-
Pr&t 50 PPC A b, IR 31k 0 4 SR R i 140 32 301 Wl 5 i, Bt 0 7 1) [B) B, IR R rh 25 ) i 22
St A AR TS A8k (1] 4(a, ) ), Ul B 58 B 1 S 0 e 25 1 ELAA (I & Ve, XA TR 3 1 i A2 28025 ) 24 ke )
T R AR

SR, TEHA o-SR I S 1 PPCO 2B AR, Bifi 75 9% 7 B (8] A9 44, FITC-Dextran A% 658 B W 2 L 7,
H FITC-Dextran@PPCO #2558 B JL-T- 3k B 25 W 75K W b 9 B BPIRSACE (1 4(b., d) ), B 259 58 4
Bl X EZIHEF PPCO 1Y o- SR TEFS G T T 2R S S 198 S v AH XoF B 555 1) 43 (B VR FH 0, ol HE R A o A Fg
BN, NI FITC-Dextran EA 5 I8 25 W B IE BE -

fsoz
1300 1200

1500 1400 1100 1000



286 Y/ T s A #5395
16 - (a) (c)
PPC
14+
12 + _
S0t I
2
20
£ o
4 -
2r H HH'L 10 pm
0 .-.r” ) —
10! 102 103
d/nm
16 ® 6)
PPCO o
14 _
12+ I
10t 1
2
20
ot
4t LA
2+ 10 um SERT00 nm
0 Iml )
10! 102 103
d/nm
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Fig. 3 Particle size distributions of (a) PPC and (b) PPCO; CLSM images of R6G-loaded (c) PPC and (d) PPCO; FE-TEM images of (e) PPC

and (f) PPCO
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(b) FITC-Dextran@PPCO
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€14 FITC-Dextran A\ PPC Il PPCO HREJR I & S
Fig. 4 Fluorescence emission spectra of FITC-Dextran released from PPC and PPCO
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T 24 W) 356 3 I, R SR A0 TR 2 85 K B TR K R i R 1 B N T B 6 R G I T R T HER R . BFS
HOIE M ZMARF G 2 K R IR, HA Y 2E a8 S % U 3251, IR AR AR G % 4
BH5 20 U AH B R 52 e, AR SR CyS 2GRt R & Wl ik, I35 MCF-7 20 i 2L 07 & 4 h,
ILFE 5 1 CLSM EHZ (18] 5(a) ) AT LUULEE 21 DA B A8 3% 1 98 KR+~ PPC Fil PPCO 44K 47— i 9 51
3 A ) SRR I 08 3 — Ak 98 Y6 A5 5 3 BE I S(b~d) i . PPC 4126 IRYEAN I R AL S5 10 CyS 55, H S
LysoTracker Red = & 32 037, 2 BIZ E AR UE A 240 B B9 RBORBAR, IF 20 8 Tk, Mz T, Bf
o-TRTER G2 1) PPCO 5 LysoTracker Red A9 3 i v R B ik 3 B AIK, [RI A 0 M P CyS %€ i 2 B il 3 o, iF A JHC
A B IR R AR AE )7 . X — B AT A T PPCO WIE Y a-U8iE 25 4 Wk JHC B A0 5 i 165 R v g 123-260
2.5 HMKN SRR AYEE

A G 2 7 T BB P 240 0 P AR RN 25 M B A 7 oA B S K T2 B S R T S M s 2 . R BGIE
X — {15, A58 ] FITC-Dextran( My, =20x10%) 1 4 4E ) K 43+ 25 M)A A, i ik CLSM Wl H A MCF-7 2
L PR 11 32 2 15

MCF-7 4ii ffi 5 FITC-Dextran@PPC F1 FITC-Dextran@PPCO 0% 5 4 h J5 iy CLSM EZ 1A 6(a) Fr s .
5 PPC b BAIAH HE, PPCO 4bFH 40 40 it/ FITC-Dextran B 78G5 5 W 2158 (& 6(b) ), H2¢ ' F B0 4 T4
JfL 5T (1 6(e) ) o i — 25 2R FH It 2 200 ML A X 40 ik PN 245 40 36 326 R0 i AT o i o0 (L 6(d) ) o S5 SR =,
PPCO 41 1 il N 5 '3k JiE 5 35 = 1 PPC 41 ; Bl 25 W% &5 15 (B) S K, PPCO 41 1) Ji PN 245 W o it JE RS2 T v, TR 4%

(a) DAPI Lysosome Cy5s Bright overlay

- -
PPCO-Cy5
10 pum
300 - (b) PPC-Cy5 300 - (c) PPCO-Cy5 150 (d)
Cy5; — Lysosome; — DAPI Cy5; — Lysosome; — DAPI ©
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Fig. 5 (a) CLSM images of PPC-Cy5 and PPCO-Cy5 nanoparticles after 4 h of co-incubation (Lysosomes were stained with LysoTracker Red,
and nuclei were stained with DAPI. Nanoparticles that escaped from lysosomes are indicated by white arrows); Intracellular

fluorescence distribution of (b) PPC-CyS5 and (c) PPCO-CyS; (d) Normalized signal intensity of PPC-Cy5 and PPCO-Cy5 nanoparticles
in MCF-7 cells
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Fig. 6 (a) CLSM images of MCF-7 cells co-incubated with FITC-Dextran@PPC and FITC-Dextran@PPCO for 4 h of co-incubation;

(b) Normalized average fluorescence intensity per cell, (c) Normalized average fluorescence signal intensity in the nucleus and
cytoplasm; (d) Flow cytometry quantitative analysis at different incubation time
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