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Progress and Trends in Integrating Chinese Culture into English Textbooks
—A CiteSpace-based Visual Analysis of CNKI Literature
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Abstract: English textbooks serve as the direct tool for English teaching. Visual analysis using
CiteSpace provides a comprehensive and intuitive overview of research on the representation of Chinese cul-
ture in English textbooks, revealing potential future research directions. Based on clustering analysis of core
journal articles (2003 — 2023) from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) focusing on Eng-
lish textbooks and Chinese culture representation, the results show three major clusters: “English teaching”,
“college English”, and “English textbooks™, with no distinct cluster centered on “culture”. Keyword fre-
quency analysis indicates that most studies target college English textbooks. Publication trend analysis
reveals different emergent keywords across stages; post-2021, analytical methods align with international
counterparts. Timeline analysis demonstrates that “ethnic cultural content” has not received sustained atten-
tion. Finally, based on the visual results, suggestions are proposed for future research scope, themes, meth-
odologies, and content regarding the integration of Chinese culture into English textbooks. These aim to pio-
neer new textbook formats, enhance textbook development quality, and deepen ideological education in Eng-

lish curricula.
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