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6.  The UV filtration system housed in the basement of the
park pavilion © Teeple Architects

o g MWD

oW

Elfi Legend

1. The pond
7Kith
2. Pavilion
=W=
3. Children’s Play Area
JLERRR
. Public art — “Lighting Showe!
QNHEEREE K
. Water Channel
KR
. Birch Forest
=120
. The lawn
KELF
. Queens Quay

FEVEH,

HIAEIRAEI AT RS AR RS
NSRRI E R — DR,
EREANWE IR A I AL X
AKAL B R A B o R K B 2 Bl P 36
ST RE AN LS DR T T AS ] sk
ftn, HOREE M KA R B R A
Del 544 1) = TERRAE , B T MK AR 2
FME, BEWMAR R, W
KA RS & T AT TR, #
AN AE T — AWK R G R
Y.

Hir, HEERT EiXeed
[ /NI T NP2 R 8 S RN VAR R/ I
EM R BOUK, Kok, FHL
bl B K R Ve Al i R A A0 4 LR A0 B
(K5) -

(1) BEEAEE, R WX
MO FRAR IR WAL T K AR TE T T fift
IR TR P 1 A 7K 3R it —— 3 L A FE
TR K I A

(2) Rk, AKFHTRADET R
PEIRMGE 1 — A KA KA o 1% X3
G —A AN TR A =AM AR EF & L
BRI RIS, DA 3 9K 0 564k g
i 2R B IF XK T — 25 (A P

(3) BRI, K AL B 7K 52
Sl A2 BT B SO0 T 5 I 2SR AL 3
Wiz, S TR AL EE

(4) ZEINEAR)E, KiRmALH
i, IF2 R KRR BE b 1T Om =i 1 457
BIG, BT AR T

(5) ZEid A B 7K 1% DA BE 30 45 it
R EAR /NG B REE T, fEli g
IR — DA BRI, KERA =
ANKELAYS IR, AL A K 240m i)k

h, BORASTZREANA BE R T R

w4, MG KA R,

EEC /NI RIE: R 7N =R B
1) EARITCER—— bR 7K S 2 025 i)
AENERTT H ARG AR Y
BRI A R A iR e S AN DA S
ARG TR B KSR H
Jill Anholt TAFZE BT AL AN M, L
KANER A, AR FERL T —
AR R A UK KRB Z D6
LK, KTt TR P 4 R R LA
%o AR AR 45 5 1 G 2 IR
A B R A AL, KRR TTE
T —J2EE T . 734, HTeeple LIEE
TIPS 057 v 50 B
EEA/NRIEELE  — AR RO R A 3
L] MRRICE s, R, iR
NG EARAE T FERE St . 23 Bl (Y R
B |07 e R U PN a2 i) N )
HEH WA MR AHE o BEARFRGEAE L el 1Y
JA, JEXK AT TR, PR RULR
Kl

SWMiBITSF  Landscape Architecture Frontiers

T = 'l. BASRE i
--1|||1II|
L &) l

+f -

1210

/3

w

SHETHRE |

[f=is

Sherbourne Common, a celebrated new
public open space that has transformed former
brownfield site along a neglected stretch
of Toronto’s waterfront into a city icon,
transcends the conventional definition of a
park by interweaving a stormwater treatment
facility with landscape, architecture, public
art and engineering. As one of the newest
additions to Toronto’s revitalized waterfront,
Sherbourne Common was designed both as
an outdoor living room for Bayside, the new
and unfolding mixed-use community directly
east of the park, and as a multi-faceted urban
park that is intended to serve the broader
constituency of downtown Toronto. It has
also transformed the way the city connects to
its waterfront, becoming the first public open
space along the eastern waterfront to make
a strong public connection from Lake Shore
Boulevard all the way to Lake Ontario.
Conceived as a catalytic node along the
waterfront, Sherbourne Common was built

in advance of private development. The

commitment to public realm was paramount
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to the client’s vision for the regeneration
of Toronto’s waterfront. Even before being
surrounded by a newly built-out community,
Sherbourne Common has quickly become a
well-used, well-loved civic space along this
stretch of the downtown Toronto lakeshore.
This is strong evidence of the significance and
power of leading with public realm in order to
accelerate the generation of new vibrant urban
communities.

The park represents a major innovation in
the way cities integrate natural systems and
civic infrastructure into cities. Sherbourne
Common is the first park in Canada to
integrate a UV purification facility for
neighborhood-wide storm water treatment
into its design. Stormwater management is

integral to the park’s aesthetic and interactive
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functioning. The poetic stormwater narrative
is the primary organizing feature of the park
and describes the journey and transformation
of stormwater from the sky to the ground
and ultimately to the lake. The process of
cleansing stormwater binds all of the elements
of the park together, and turns the entire park
into an experiential stormwater system.

Currently, and until the East Bayfront
community is fully built out, the water system at
Sherbourne Common relies upon water drawn
from Lake Ontario directly south of the park.
In the future the process of water purification
at Sherbourne Common is undertaken through
the following steps (Fig. 5):

(1) After a rain storm event, surface runoff
for the entire community of East Bayfront will
be captured and directed towards a catchment

facility that will be located in storage culverts
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© Waterfront Toronto
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© Frederick Moesker

9. ARREMZAREE— “XFW” ©Tom Arban
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1. fF “EWT KETHNEYITEDE © PFS

7. The jewel-like, zinc-clad park pavilion © Waterfront
Toronto

8. The seamless integration of landscape and architecture
creates a fantastic scenery at nights © Frederick
Moesker

9.  The Light Shower art feature © Tom Arban

10. The 240-meter long water channel © Tom Arban

11.  The biofiltration pond under the Light Showers © PFS

under the planned Water’s Edge Boardwalk.
This is where initial treatment and settling of
the stormwater takes place.

(2) Next, the water will travel to a large
storage tank under the future Parliament
Wavedeck. This area will include an artificial
wetland and three large openings in the deck
platform to allow natural UV rays to penetrate
and further treat the water.

(3) The water is then conveyed to the
Sherbourne Common Pumping Station
and UV facility housed beneath the park’s

pavilion where strong UV light completes the

wh i il el

treatment process.

(4) After the UV treatment is complete,
the water moves north and is pumped up to
the top of three dramatic art features that rise
almost nine meters from the ground.

(5) The treated water cascades down from
the art features held by curtains of stainless
steel where aeration occurs. This water drops
into one of 3 large biofiltration ponds before
falling into a 240 meter long water channel,
or urban river, that traverses the entire length
of the park. At the end of this journey clean

water is then discharged into Lake Ontario.
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Sherbourne Common successfully
synthesizes urban living with the natural
elements of the classic Ontario lakeshore:
the woods, the water, and the green. The
park operates as both a city-wide destination
and a neighborhood amenity to be used in
all seasons and at all times of day. The north
side of the park integrates playgrounds,
gardens, water features, public art created by
Jill Anholt Studios, and intimate gathering
spaces. The south side of the park features a
large multipurpose central pond which is a
splash pad in the summer and a skating rink
in the winter. The surface the pond is lightly
sandblasted concrete. The slab is embedded
with cooling tubes, and integrates stainless
steel water jets along with custom designed
linear diffusers which shed a thin lens of
water across the pond surface. A jewel-like,
zinc-clad park pavilion designed by Teeple
Architects provides washrooms and a space
for a small cafe. A great south facing civic
green overlooking Lake Ontario provides
ample space for festivals, concerts and other
city-wide events. The north and south sides
of the park are tied together with a carefully
structured “bosque” of Canadian maples,
two grand allees of regional hardwoods that
bracket the parks edges and the sculpted water
channel that celebrates the return of treated

stormwater to the lake.
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14, %ZZFBKHKH T © Waterfront Toronto

12. The water channel provides opportunities for park users
to fully engage, explore, and experience the park.
© Aristea Rizakos / GrasshopperReps.com

13. The playgrounds on north side of the park serve all age
groups. © Aristea Rizakos / GrasshopperReps.com

14. Skating rink in the winter © Waterfront Toronto




