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Abstract: Although existing deep learning-based micro-expression recognition (MER) methods often incor-
porate facial anatomical structure priors to facilitate feature modeling, such prior knowledge is typically under-
utilized, applied in a rigid manner, and lacks sample-level adaptability. To address these limitations, this pa-
per proposes AFAT-MER (Adaptive FACS-guided Anatomical Transformer for Micro-expression Recogni-
tion), a novel framework that adaptively integrates Facial Action Coding System (FACS) priors into feature
learning and self-attention mechanisms guided by expression intensity. Specifically, the proposed method
first constructs coarse facial anatomical region priors inspired by FACS-related Action Units (AUs) and em-
beds them into the feature learning pipeline. Subsequently, a soft prior guidance mechanism is introduced into
the self-attention modeling, where prior weights are dynamically adapted based on expression intensity,
thereby enhancing the flexibility and sample-specific suitability of prior utilization. Extensive experiments con-
ducted on several mainstream MER datasets demonstrate that the proposed method achieves competitive rec-
ognition performance, yields stable improvements over the HT Net baseline, and exhibits distinct advantages
compared with multiple state-of-the-art representative methods.

Keywords: micro-expression recognition; FACS facial action coding system; prior guidance; deep learning
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it LA~ [ 38 N ke 551 5 1Y Transformer Block 4b
HLER FERVOTP R IEE TR AE T RKE

(10>
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FFeRYPL R R ok FACS 8 55
Pilles () 3) TR #B Hierarchy 01X 1) J2 iy A 45 fiF
Fo & Lo g 2 a8, 38 FoeRP7,
i T 1% )2 %A — 4 token, Self-Attention # /F 1B
A Sy A R S R O A P R 5 I £8% AT R AIE AR
e, A Z A S A E] R R AR
Hy, X Wi, ¥ AE B R R FE 8 Ho X W, Hop
H,.,=H,/2, W,,= W,/2,
2.4 BHHEMEEHNZE

M3 A 2 & OB ORE R S e
F, RGP R eRIVVD I FLERPVP,L N
Fo i o 4 ) P ¥ ik 5 8 F e RV R EH
F,' FRVF 72 R AR 4E B T PR3 38 i 4 M A0 d il
AR Foa €RYVVS BJa A FRAIE 20 2 1
Iy RS EE g w25 R X D FR .

y=Softmax ( F Wy + by, JER? (1D
Hor, W, €RP7VHI b € R 430l 02 43 25 2% 1 AL TR
R I R O 1)
2.5 MEKEE

Y T ok 2 17 B 4 b 1 25 250 o A R 3 Al
Chn I i PR A 2 T R S B2 AR SR
FHIA 28 SR 8 2R A7 )1 2R an 20 12D B

o1

L=——>"w, logP(y]x) (12)
i=0

1
B
e BRI UKD o, RS0y, B AL $5 1 25

A 28 1) 1 R 80 e L, LA i 28 AN S i X A
LR A

3 XWHERKDW

3.1 HE&E

S AE 3N FE Y G R A RS A ITAG AR S
77 . CASME2% | SAMM™®' I SMIC™ i
F 1~3 iR, 33X Se JOHE 4 2 R IS UM ST 2
it FHY B 356 o B A, B AN [R) A R AR R A AR AR
AL 1) CASME2™ 40 % 26 132 10# 19 255114
FNE AL A, AT R 200 fps, 43 FEFH 640 X
48018 % . 2) SAMM™ . A & 32 Z K & 1Y 159 4
T 3R I8 AT RE A A0 T 3 0y 200 fps, 43 BEFR R
2040 X 108818 % . 3) SMIC'™ . 1 & 16 I Z ik &
19 164 AT R ML A, 43 Ry 3 2545 28 QI Al R
e CECEED o AR T R 100 fps, 43 B %k 640 X
48018 % .

5 32 X L AR — B0, AR SO ROl 4R
CASME2 ., SAMM 1) 28 5l by 25 B 555 31 5 %5 48 4
SMIC Xf 5% 1 32 i M BB A2 o b S 1%
R ROE YR R GRS I3 AT
T B2 0 T A 25 IS I HE
Bt 4 B4 4 3DB, i SMIC . CASME2 fil SAMM
SNBSS — = R E T A I N —FE
ARG B, DA IR AS S 5 06 B 1 S U M

*1 HFBEBECASME2E5 SAMMiFEHEE
Tab.1 Detailed information on the CASME2 and SAMM datasets

ZIE/ BEARE/ REEM
G = " ) 8 FRO/B R/ B R/ B DOE/Be RME/B R/ B e /B B/ B HAb/ B
A Bt H/fps
CASME2 26 255 200 32 — — 63 2 27 28 4 99
SAMM 32 159 200 26 57 12 9 8 — 15 6 26
R2 BIEESMICEHAEER
Tab.2 Detailed information on the SMIC datasets
G S ZIE /N FEAS B/ B RAEEWIER/ fps TH /B B/ B TF/ B
SMIC 16 164 100 70 51 43

3.2 XEHT
92 % 7€ Ubuntu22. 04 # 1 & 4 I i ] Py-
Torch #1 Python3. 9 ¥E 47 , it 4k % fd ] Adam'*', 4]
hei 3] %R 5 X 1077, HE Uk K/ (batch size) h 256
R A 5% R K A7 2] 0 B SR I 2R %8 2L Cepochs)
800, 45t 2 bR E R FH A A SUIR 4 %, 28 1| A
HRAE I 24 48 19 28 301 3 A1 1153

3.2.1 XIHEE

KB — 2R E 3 R AE(LOSOCV ) 5% i #E
T VPAl, B A Rk B — A 32 303 1 5080 A o
B2, A 32 i 8 W B AR IR 4R . %K g e 6%
GRS IRy RN O RP (A s i e s el TN
P itk 5
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% 63 % EREEL T AQ-F LY %5 M
3.2.2 iRflfELR 3.3 XWRERSHM

W3R 3R, 48— 5 B2 A B A2 T S0 50 1Y
ARFEARG T R 4534 o i 28 4 1 56. 952,
T7 78 28 31 5 A A 35 A 1) 0, A SC AR TInA F1 43
B (UF D FEEACE 1 43 R (UARAE S F 29F
WrAE IR, IE# R CACOME I 72 H b, 4516 4
¥IFE LOSOCV 434 bl B il f5 3 55 .

®3 HIEERNMHERANEE (B R)
Tab.3 Category-wise data after dataset label mapping
(Unit:sample)

FRZE&H CASME2 SAMM SMIC 3DB
T 32 26 51 109
K 96 92 70 258
87) 28 15 43 86
it 156 133 164 453

D B F1 4350 (CUF D - i fR Ry 22 3 Fl
G380, T2 VP A 28 N Pl 2 4 AT S5 PR R R
febr . UFLMH5E S 2400 W — 320 % 28 LR E
(LOSO) it A #1 (fold) H 45 4~ 25 51 (o) 1 ik FH 4 %X
(FEP) EBHYERCCTPO T FHPE R (FND o A2
W FL o 8080

—_— 2 X TP,

‘" 2XTP.+ FP,+ FN,
KANALFL 5380k Fie A 2850 F1 43 800 7 B4

1
UFl=— > F1, QEY)

(13

2) AE MR35 A 15 FCUARD « PFAG 28 51048
Wiy PR R . n AR BDEI (OB B
BKE, UARE X N

1 & TP,

UAR:E; .

3) IEH R (ACC) « F R BT A M A A o 151 0
EH R EL B o N 2 X6 B P4 15 T A0t R A

(15

JBU, Nooeo 2878 TN BR 25 5 B SRR 25— SR FE AR
BLOACCE LI .
NCOH’C(‘I
ACC = (16)
N

4) 3K BB AR (Mean) : % 78 16 B —Fp
it [C 8 SMIC .CASME2 fil SAMM %% 34> S5 4
Sl ) B — 2 22 EIE(LOSOC V) J5 (19 45
AR SO 3 A s A oy B A5 B B 45 AR BUR R 8

il 4t UF1,. = UF Tsamm + UF Leasup: + UF Lsue
mean 3 s

UARmean \ACCIUEEA“ IEJ IE o
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i 2 4 AT FEAS SCR A LOSOCV Bl 5
Gi— =i e T, AFAT-MER 75 @il & 50
£ 3DB . 85 £ B AR V-4 Mean LA & SMIC %4
£ EWAR TR RN SR, M & ACC UFL
UAR 15 b5 2 (R A F 36 i 40 Je K - 5 MR T 24
% HTNet, bR 3% & T & W48 45 2 A A 7] #2 i 42
Tt ULHATE G — PEMN PR AR SO TR R A TE
A I 5 LA R R 43 B PR 3 B vh AR AR RS E I P RE
Mk, 7 CASME2 %4l 4 I+, AFAT-MER (1) 35
6 b5 ¥ AR 45 R B AIK T CausalNet, 22 /5 2 2
0.06~0.57 N H /3 8. o 7 SAMM 4 % I, A
J5 51 UFL A UAR BEAILF HFA™ 1 ACC i F
HF A, & WA 7 36 26 2 5006 46 1 1 45 00T 4 45
PR AE— 30, BB R Z RN,

BRI S , A S0 ¥ AFAT-MER 7 #8145 £
SMIC . fil & %t 45 3DB K = B8 5 5 R F 1y
Mean b U T AL 45 R I 7E 80 4 CASMEZ2
SAMM | 3k 31 & O 5 AR K Ud BT T 51 A
FACSS 9 5 ik I AL i 76 A 5] 54l 43 A F R 4R
N BB R e B ERR AL T Y
F VR A 2] R AT BN T B KT . S5 A
55 3.4 797 3 F HTNet i T JF & 19 1 il 52 56, vf LU
HE— 25 UL A B E T SR PR A ST 5
I fife ) S 3 ml A 5 A A R B B B ok — S0aT
W5 1Y) M RE 1 25 .

3.4 HELZIG

A Al SR R B A T ARG — B T M2
W T, 6 BT SRS Y b ST 5T R 2R AT 03 R4 A, T
AP T LA AN [ 5 $E B R g AR 45 . I, B
T ml Y [ O 5 3R 4 b R i HT Net — 801
T4 i AE R B R 2y \LOSOCV Bl &
WL S8, AUE D 5] AR SCE I B B0l & 5
L o B S N E Rl A oY, a5 i I D 7 V<< E 1
oA [ TR BYER .

i T 3¢ ¥ AFAT-MER & A HTNet &
T B, R A Sk HT Net 78 by 7 0 X 38
JiEE o e Ah, J5 B CausalNet 8 DL HT Net & 4 i5%
i, (H T AN S i PR R A A DL AN R T A
T TG — X BOE & L g A |
T8 N A SCRE B, M R R [ I 52 7 28 3 i S HE A2
S M HE DL B AR SC T 4R R 1 FACS 5
Az ) S sk o [ A, HEA  Micron-BERT %



% 5 2@ A, % AFAT-MER: & T #3 % 3] 549 A i& & Transformer f# & 1 17 5 % 63 &
Fd MLLFEEWR(BA: %)
Tab.4 Comparison experiment(Unit: % )
\ SMIC CASME?2 SAMM Mean 3DB

Jrik ACC UFl1 UAR ACC UFl UAR ACC UFl UAR ACC UFl UAR ACC UFl UAR
CSAFEM 78.20 76.05 76.39 94.00 92.54 92.98 79.10 77.32 78.51 83.77 81.97 82.63 83.10 82.39 83.00
HTNet 82.80 80.49 79.05 96.40 95.32 95.12 82.50 81.31 81.24 87.23 85.71 85.14 86.20 86.03 84.75
Micron-Bert | 85.50 84.15 83.84 91.20 90.34 89.14 85.20 83.86 84.75 87.63 86.57 85.91 86.80 86.21 85.97
MOL 76.50 81.00 72.34 91.80 90.08 89.92 89.60 87.72 87.00 85.97 86.93 83.09 87.00 87.79 85.42
HFA 79.50 77.86 77.86 98.10 97.38 97.54 91.00 89.53 87.92 87.78 88.40 88.00 86.60
CausalNet 84.27 84.05 84.33 |OBNSH 0748 O782| 90.83 86.62 83.04 91.10 89.38 88.40 90.20 89.30 89.41

.
Note:.\

T 5 A SCHE AR AR AR X s I 2RO g
FEAEZE SR 2 5 AR SORIH — — X0 1 [ 2R 46 A
A [ a9 S NS

R I Al Y 7E R S SMIC . CASME2,
SAMM K il & %4 48 3DB 47, % T UF1 Al
UAR B3 A 20 Al 3 5, A0 W il 2 24l
UF1f1 UAR, ACC ZE fb s 5 5 LA — 30, iR

Ir R AL AR B = AR

respectively represent the best, second-best, and third-best results.

HEEIW
3.4.1 AHEEmMaH

F 5 BN T M HTNet J& 2835 A5 U8 I A 14 1 7
PE 388 E &5 R . Bk £ AT AR ME 4 )2 Trans-
former, NI & FACS 850 . RIS A W a5
B 5] A A I 555 B AL .

RS BOAHERSERMESWT (B %)

Tab.5 Ablation study on core components(Unit: % )
3DB 3DB SMIC SMIC CASME2 CASME2 SAMM SAMM
Lt UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR
Baseline (HTNet) 86.03 84.75 80.49 79.05 95.32 95.12 81.31 81.24
+ Early Fusion 87.10 86. 50 81. 50 81. 80 95.85 95.70 83. 50 82. 80
-+ Soft Prior 88. 20 88. 30 82. 80 84.20 96. 50 96. 35 86. 20 85. 50
+ Adaptive Lambda (Full Model) 89.73 91. 47 84.29 86. 26 97. 40 97.25 89. 08 87.31

T H LR R i R A5 5
Note: boldface denotes the best result in each column.

2 5] 1, A H B2k, RO Rl A AE SAMM %k
4 L UF1 M UAR MR F 2 2. 19F1 1. 56 >
43 B E SMIC B4 4 b4y 48 7+ 29 1. 01 F1 2. 75
ASE 5y 8 CASME2 845 45 1oy B2 T+ 24 0. 53
0. 58 > 43 5, 78 3DB $ i 4 I 43 Wil H2 7+ 24
1.O7HI L. 754N 43

e WAL G AL b B 5] S ik — LR T
T EBE, 7E SAMM i 4E % | UF1 A UAR 73 5 42
FH252.70 F1 2. 704 A 43 &3, 7E SMIC s % F 4>
B T2 1. 30 1 2. 404~ 43 o5, 7E CASME2 45
B Er B T4 0. 6571 0. 654 1 43 45, 78 3DB %
PEAE B BRI 1. 10 A 1. 80N 43 4 .

AH B S 56 58 5, A B 7E SAMM 2K
itk E UFL A UAR 342+ 29 1. 60 #1 1. 301~ A
g3 s, TE SMIC 248 4 b 43 542 F+ 245 0. 70 F1 1. 00

ANE 5, 7E CASME2 BUdis 4 1 40 I T+ 29 0. 45
0. 454 A 4r 5, 7E 3SDB SR 45 2 B4R T+ 4
0. 60 Fl1 1. 201~ H 43 w0 M1 Rl G 2 o 9 4 T AE 0T
IR EES a8 ik b el AP B AR B E N
U855 5 76 M AT L g0 B T, 25 4R 34 ok — B0
NGRS
3.4.2 EWEEHERESN

FOXT LT 3PP IR A SR W - A A o
X0 AE B [ JLART 5 36 2R FH P 349 M6 =2 06 gt o5
ZWEAR2E 5, FaE R LA 5B 58 (R SO 2545 FACS
T Re Pr[a) 5 REA i LT R R . 45 R R B [ IS
I JUAR e 56 $5e B, SRRSO it ) 27 e 56 1y b B
3.4.3 BERLWRZEBENS S

TR T 202 ) YA FBE AL 45 [ E A(A=
0.3.4=0.58 A=0. 8) 7] % ] fr & | IE Lb B 5 55
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W KFFHROBRHFRR) % 5H

2 BB SR CAR S0 o [ A X DA I R AR [E] 2515 5k
JE2E S, A= 0. S A XL B TEA 5] LAV T A
T VL B 29 0. 5~1. 54 43 A5 T 2R 3 pR i
BB G 2R H IR A S S . IE
LU e 5% 55 A SCAR B AR B, PR RE IR T S L e B 4

0.6~1. 61 70 &, 15 55 KA R 5 9 R
17 SRR RO BT — B, TE AT Rl E M 3R
T 9 2% B s SR 8 L B S 4 O B (e, R T A
IO 2 9 i R HIL A A 2

RO SEWMIEFEMBRBEIN (B %)

Tab. 6 Analysis of prior matrix construction strategies(Unit: %)

” 3DB 3DB SMIC SMIC CASME2 CASME2 SAMM SAMM
et UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR
Hard Mask 87. 80 87.90 82.50 83. 20 96. 40 96. 25 86. 50 85. 30
Fixed Geometry 88. 60 89. 20 83. 50 84.80 96. 80 96.65 87.90 86. 70
Adaptive Anatomical Prior (Ours) 89.73 91. 47 84.29 86. 26 97. 40 97.25 89.08 87.31
TE ORI R ) e 25 2R
Note: boldface denotes the best result in each column.
x7 BENERBENH N (RA: %)
Tab.7 Analysis of the adaptive prior strength mechanism (Unit: %)
. 3DB 3DB SMIC SMIC CASME2 CASME2 SAMM SAMM
ik UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR UF1 UAR
A=0.3 88. 40 89. 00 83. 20 .80 96.70 96. 55 87.20 86. 20
A=0.5 88.70 89.40 83. 50 5. 20 96. 85 96. 70 87.60 86. 60
A=0.8 88. 50 89. 20 83.30 .00 96.75 96. 60 87.40 86.40
Learnable Scalar 88. 80 89. 50 83. 60 5.30 96. 90 96.75 87. 80 86. 80
Proportional Mapping 88. 60 89. 30 83.40 .10 96. 80 96. 65 87.50 86. 50
Inverse Mapping (Ours) 89.73 91. 47 84.29 .26 97. 40 97.25 89. 08 87.31

T H R IR R R %91 R o4 2R

Note: boldface denotes the best result in each column.

4 & it

ARSCHE T — R T FACS BE (1 3E B i
# 5] 5 Transformer fft & & iR 3 77 ¥ AFAT-
MER. % J5 % 7F HT Net 43 )2 Transformer 42 ¥ (19
Fmlh K FACS R4 SR i ) - =45 Bu it ¢ &
Al AR A R T TR R . R
73 I FACS S 86 AR, AR 3CHE Patch Embedding
By B 38 o B A AR, S T R M
BSRER ARG G . 75 AR LS
AR SR AR SE 30 515 18 58 [7] i 51 X 38 patches (138
B, fE LR+ Transformer 4 Jay @ A5 6 77 19 [ B+ 58 43
M FACS e il o Meah A SCHE i TR T %
I R B IS N ST 50 0 R AL AR R R AR 1 RS
SRE SSRGS R E M T B R
T 35 B 2 B 9 1R . /E SMIC . CASMEZ,
SAMM J fil A B4 4 3DB LAy SL i 25 R kW
AFAT-MER # # HTNet 3 £& /£ ACC . UF1 fI
UAR S5 46 b5 LS T RE T, IR 7E 2 F R
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FrEx e R AR T G Ty o TR R
AR CITHETE CASME2 Hl SAMM (1) %8 43 48 A% - 14T%
WAV T > 0l B BT v, AN [] 2 g A A O S A
FrE B nm T aame F8nmEd sz
isE TS5 EEERIES — P RAZRESR
fit 1
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