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The 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) proposed 
the construction of a great modern socialist 
country in all respects, achieving the 
Second Centenary Goal, and promoting 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation on all fronts through China’s unique 
modernization. It emphasizes that Chinese 
modernization is socialist modernization 
pursued under the leadership of the CPC. It 
contains elements that are common to the 
modernization processes of all countries, 
but it is more characterized by features that 
are unique to the Chinese context. China’s 
education also shares these characteristics. 
To build a high-quality education system 
and achieve education modernization, the 
guiding principles of the 20th National 
Congress of the CPC must be followed 
to establish China’s unique education  
modernization.

1 	 The Pursuit of Education 
Modernization in China

The pursuit of education modernization has 
always been a goal of Chinese intellectuals. 
As early as the late Qing Dynasty, 

a group of enlightened individuals began 
to establish new schools during the 
Westernization Movement. In 1902, the 
Qing government enacted the Authorized 
School Regulation, and in 1904, the Presented 
School Regulation was promulgated, 
which essentially copied Japan’s education 
system. In 1922, the Beiyang government 
issued the School System Reform Proposal, 
adopting the American school system 
and proposing the principles of adapting 
to societal needs, promoting the spirit of 
civilian education, and pursuing individual 
character development, thus taking steps 
toward modern education. However, due 
to prolonged aggression and oppression 
by foreign powers, China had remained 
in a semi-feudal and semi-colonial 
state and suffered from poverty and 
backwardness, compounded by corruption 
in the Nationalist Government. Prior to the 
founding of the People’s Republic of China 
in 1949, 80% of the population was illiterate.

After the establishment of the 
People’s Republic of China, the CPC and 
government highly valued the development 
of education. The first National Conference 
on Education was held from December 23 
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to 31, 1949, where the policy of “education 
must serve national construction and 
schools must open doors for workers 
and peasants” was established. Since 
then, education in China has begun to 
modernize, and schools at all levels have 
developed rapidly. However, due to the 
insufficient economic strength and the need 
for revitalization, primary education was 
not universalized until 1966.

The reform and opening up policy has 
paved the way for education modernization 
in China. Deng Xiaoping’s inscription in 
1983, “Education should be geared to the 
needs of modernization, the world, and 
the future,” pointed out the direction for 
achieving education modernization. At the 
Education Work Conference in 1985, the 
CPC Central Committee issued the Decision 
on the Reform of the Education System, which 
decided to promote the universalization 
of nine-year compulsory education and 
proposed that “education must serve socialist 
construction, and socialist construction 
must rely on education.” This pushed 
China’s education modernization to the fast 
lane. Under the leadership of the CPC, the 
Chinese people worked together to achieve 
universal nine-year compulsory education 
in a country with a population of 1.4 billion 
in just over two decades. Since the 18th 
National Congress of the CPC in 2012, the 
CPC Central Committee has attached great 
importance to the development of education 
and made it a national development strategy. 
Education is a top priority for the CPC and 
the country, and the level of education 
modernization has improved rapidly. 
Against the backdrop of poverty alleviation 
and the building of a moderately prosperous 

society across the country, compulsory 
education has been consolidated and 
improved, senior high school education 
has also become more widely accessible 
and available to a larger proportion of 
students, and higher education has achieved 
a significant development. As of 2022, the  
gross enrollment rate for higher education 
has reached 57.8%. China’s education 
modernization is just around the corner.

2	 Education Modernization 
Should Serve a Chinese Path 
to Modernization

2.1     Education Should Provide 
a Strong Workforce for the Great 
Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation

The 20th National Congress of the CPC 
has created a magnificent plan to achieve 
the Second Centenary Goal and the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The 
overall strategic arrangement is divided 
into two steps: to basically realize socialist 
modernization from 2020 through 2035, and 
to build China into a prosperous, strong, 
democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious, 
and beautiful modern socialist country from 
2035 to the mid-21st century. To achieve this 
goal, China has implemented the strategy of 
rejuvenating the country through science and 
education. Education, science  and technology, 
and human resources are the foundational 
and strategic support for building a modern 
socialist country in an all-around way. China 
has adhered to the principle that science and 
technology are the primary productive force, 
talent is the primary resource, innovation is 
the primary driver of growth, and education is 
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a fundamental project. Science and technology 
must be mastered by talent who is cultivated 
through education. Today, the competition 
of comprehensive national strength 
ultimately boils down to a competition of 
talent. Talent has become an increasingly 
strategic resource to promote economic 
and social development. The young people 
currently studying in schools are a new force 
participating in international competition  
and striving toward the Second Centenary 
Goal and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation. Education should cultivate them into  
a new generation of capable young people 
with sound moral grounding, intellectual 
ability, physical vigor, aesthetic sensibility,  
and work skills who will fully develop  
socialism and carry forward the socialist cause.

2.2     Education Should Provide 
Intellectual Backing for the 
Common Prosperity of the People

Chinese modernization aims to provide 
common prosperity for its people. Today, 
China has achieved comprehensive poverty 
alleviation and a moderately prosperous 
society. In the future, it should strive for 
common prosperity. To achieve that goal, 
one must possess knowledge and skills. 
Education should focus on improving 
quality, promoting equity, and enabling every 
individual to receive a fair and high-quality 
education. Chinese people will increase 
the cultural and scientific literacy, master 
scientific and technological advancements, 
and enhance productivity and innovation— 
all of which are crucial for achieving 
Chinese modernization. Especially, they 
need to extend knowledge and technology  
to rural areas, enhance education there, and 

improve the knowledge level of farmers, 
thus raising agricultural productivity and 
achieving rural modernization.

2.3     Education Should Provide 
Cultural Resources to Support the 
Construction of Social Civilization

Chinese modernization is a modernization 
in which material and cultural-ethical 
advancement, and in which humans 
and nature coexist in harmony. The 
fundamental objective of modernization is 
to cultivate modern individuals. Education 
should promote the fine Chinese cultural 
traditions, inherit and develop the national 
spirit of fearlessness of violence and self-
reliance, fully implement the core socialist 
values, carry out education on the spirit 
of the great founding of the Party and 
the spirit of Party members, enhance 
commitment to patriotism, collectivism, 
and socialism, improve the cultural literacy 
of the entire nation, and raise the level of 
social civilization.

2.4     Education Should Cultivate 
International Talent for Global 
Communication

Chinese modernization follows the path of 
peaceful development. China has always 
adhered to the maintenance of world peace, 
the promotion of common development, 
and the building of a community with a 
shared future for humanity. Education 
should facilitate China’s expansion of 
openness, advance the Belt and Road 
Initiative, strengthen exchanges and 
cooperation with friendly countries, 
and cultivate international talent with 
a global perspective, comprehension of 
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international rules, the ability to engage in 
international exchanges, and participate in 
global governance.

3	 Basic Characteristics of China’s 
 Education Modernization

The characteristics of China’s education 
modernization and China’s socialist 
modernization are similar, as they share 
common features with the education 
modernization of other countries while 
also possessing unique characteristics 
based on China’s realities. The following 
are several aspects of China’s education 
modernization:

First, education in China is socialist 
education that is guided by Marxism and 
under the overall leadership of the CPC. 
China’s education serves the people, the 
CPC in governing the country, and the 
consolidation and development of the 
socialist system with Chinese characteristics,  
as well as reform and opening up and 
building socialist modernization. It is 
necessary to cultivate a new generation of 
capable young people with sound moral 
grounding, intellectual ability, physical 
vigor, aesthetic sensibility, and work skills 
who will fully develop socialism and carry 
forward the socialist cause.

Second, China’s education is based on 
a “people-centered” development concept, 
emphasizing the public welfare of education, 
promoting fairness in education, and 
improving the quality of education so that 
every child can receive quality education. 
Education is utilized to improve the survival 
and development ability of each citizen, 

promoting the people’s well-rounded 
development and prosperity for all.

Third, China’s education has always 
been guided by Marxism on the combination 
of education and productive labor, 
cultivating new talent who integrates theory 
with practice and develops comprehensively 
and aiming to progressively eliminate the 
difference between mental and manual 
labor. It is necessary to reinforce work 
education in schools, enabling students to 
cultivate respect toward work and workers, 
and establish a mindset that views work as 
the most important and honorable endeavor.

Fourth, China’s education system 
has developed on the foundation of fine 
traditional Chinese culture, and the genes 
of Chinese culture are evident in China’s 
education. Chinese culture emphasizes the 
harmony between humanity and nature, and 
it advocates the integration of family and 
country. According to The Great Learning, 
one should “cultivate oneself, regulate the 
family, administer the state, and bring peace  
to the world.” Education has always fostered 
students’ patriotic sentiment, and Chinese 
culture promotes openness, inclusivity, 
harmony, and diversity, absorbing all the 
world’s cultural achievements. Carrying 
forward fine traditional Chinese culture 
and socialist core values has always been 
an essential part of talent development in 
China’s education.

Fifth, China’s education has a 
long and rich history with a distinguished 
educational tradition. The classical works 
of China contain abundant educational 
theories and learning methods, and both 
The Analects of Confucius and Record on 
the Subject of Education offer penetrating 
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discussions on education. The Doctrine of 
the Mean proposes that one should “study 
extensively, inquire accurately, reflect 
carefully, discriminate clearly, and practice 
earnestly,” which has always been one of the 
guiding principles of education in China.

Sixth, China’s education 
modernization places great importance 
on the construction of teacher education 
and considers building a high-quality, 
professional, and innovative teacher team as 
the backbone of educational development. 
China’s teacher education implements 
integration of pre-service and post-service, 
focusing not only on the training of teachers 
before they start teaching but also on post-
service improvement. China has two teams 
of teachers: One is composed mainly of in-
service teachers trained by normal colleges 
and universities with the participation of 
high-level universities; the other is made up of 
teachers from teaching research offices under 
educational administration departments, 
provincial and municipal education institutes 
at all levels, and teacher training institutions. 
The latter does not directly teach in primary 
and secondary schools, but helps guide 
schoolteachers in studying the curriculum 
and textbooks and designing instruction with 
the goal of improving the quality of classroom 
teaching. This is the teacher team with 
Chinese characteristics and an innovation in 
Chinese education.

Seventh, China’s education 
modernization is promoting the reform 
and development of education through 
the application of advanced information 
technology. Digitalization, big data, 
artificial intelligence, and the internet are 
deeply embedded in China’s educational 

reform. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought difficulties to education while 
also driving informatization in China’s 
education. Digital technology is altering the 
ecology of education, educational methods, 
and teacher-student relationships. The 
advantages and risks of digital technology 
should be fully understood, and it should be 
scientifically and appropriately utilized to 
improve the quality of education.

Eighth, China is a large country with 
a population of 1.4 billion. In order to carry 
out education throughout the country, 
it is essential to adapt education to local 
circumstances based on the economic and 
social differences in different regions. This 
requires adhering to a unified educational 
policy, ensuring that every school and 
student receive high-quality education 
that meets their needs, ultimately ensuring 
public satisfaction. This is the prominent 
characteristic of Chinese education  
modernization.

China has become a major country 
in education with 280 million students 
enrolled in schools today. It is essential to 
wholeheartedly study the guiding principles 
of the 20th National Congress of the CPC 
and General Secretary Xi Jinping’s series of 
speeches on education, embark on a new 
journey in education, strive for the early 
realization of education modernization and 
the goal of becoming a leading country in 
education, and cultivate a new generation 
with a deep attachment to their motherland, 
practical skills, and the courage to take 
responsibility in achieving the Second 
Centenary Goal and the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation.
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