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Crossing the Sea of Anger: Exploration of Space Production, Imagery
Aesthetics, and Ethics in Chinese Crime Films

MIAO Xuehui, ZHANG Ali
(Faculty of Liberal Arts, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)

Abstract: With the development of China’s film industry, contemporary Chinese crime films have broken
away from the single genre paradigm and create a new situation that is different from traditional crime films through
the cross-integration of multiple genres. This article, from the perspective of film spatial art, analyzes the creative
exploration of Chinese crime films through three distinct dimensions: spatial production, imagery aesthetics, and
ethical examination. It focuses particularly on the “Heart-Burning” series of films directed by Cao Baoping,
notably Crossing the Sea of Anger, to explore the evolution of image space production and imagery construction
beneath its crime-mystery core. By revealing the relative checks and balances between criminal motives and dark
ethics, this study aims not only to provide crucial support and exemplification for the spatial production of
contemporary Chinese crime films but also to reconstruct multi-layered and transformative imagery symbols in
an era of increasingly monotonous and homogenized genre films. It aims to showcase the diverse forms of Chinese
crime films and explore the multi-dimensional path of their image development.
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