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Interactive Technology, Media Evolution and Content Production:
A Decade of H5 News in China

XIAO Wei
(School of Journalism &. Communication, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: Under the background of the systematic transformation of mainstream media this article
explores H5 news in China from the perspective of media technology history. From 2014 to 2023, H5 news
experienced a media evolution cycle from birth, rapid development, mainstreaming to regularization. From
2014 to 2015, it is the formative period of H5 news media, embodied interaction became a prominent fea-
ture of H5 media and news media. From 2016 to 2017, H5 news entered the “era of everyone”, and interac-
tive technology is an important element for the formation of interaction ritual chains. From 2018 to 2020,
H5 news advanced into the “media convergence” track of the China News Award, and mainstream media
tried various convergent innovation possibilities through uses of interactive technology. From 2021 to 2023,
the evolution curve of H5 became decline and many H5 news were transmitted in a subtle and unobtrusive
way. This brief history of H5 news could be seen as a precursor to media convergence applying human-
computer interaction in the era of Al and meta-universe, helping us to learn more about the relationship
among interactive technology, media evolution and news content production.
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