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Figure 1 Relationship between resettlement policies and resettlement differences
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Abstract: Reservoir resettlement is an important component of water conservancy and hydropower projects, which is related to
the success or failure of the project construction. As the responsible subject of resettlement work, the government's policies and
systems are the leading factors in promoting the proper resettlement, restoration, and sustainable development of reservoir
resettlement, and have a significant impact on the social stratification of resettlement. This intricate dance not only impacts the
immediate lives of those relocated but also reverberates through the broader social stratification of the resettled communities.
The policy framework governing reservoir migration is a multifaceted construct, evolving through distinct phases: from initial,
cautious exploration to a period of administrative zeal, followed by a more methodical era of scientific planning and gradual
refinement towards standardization. Ultimately, this matures into a phase of high-quality development, where policies are fine-
tuned to optimize outcomes. The Danjiangkou Reservoir resettlement of the South to North Water Diversion Middle Route
Project has typical significance, running through the main stages of resettlement policies and covering mainstream resettlement
methods. Taking this as an example, this article elaborates on three mechanisms of differentiation and differences in the social
and economic development of immigrant groups and individuals caused by different policies and the same policy from a
temporal and spatial perspective: the mechanism of resource redistribution differences, the mechanism of development promotion
differences, and the mechanism of power readjustment. The research underscores the pivotal role of resettlement policies in
shaping the social stratification of resettlement across four key dimensions: resettlement rights, income, natural resources, and
skill sets. These disparities are intricately linked to factors such as resettlement modalities, resource allocation strategies, and
project-specific support measures. The social stratification of resettlement emerges as a dual product of both collective and
individual differentiation. Newly resettled groups often experience qualitative improvements in income levels and access to
natural resources compared to their predecessors, while those resettled closer to urban centers tend to enjoy even more abundant
resources than those settled later or in more remote locations. Furthermore, individual social strata within the resettlement
population undergo dynamic reshaping as power dynamics, market conditions, and natural resource availability shift over time.
While a minority of resettlement may temporarily experience a decline in social standing during the tumultuous period of
relocation and resettlement, the overarching trend is towards a "proactive reconstruction" of the social stratification structure
under the guiding hand of progressive policies. By introducing the lens of social stratification into the discourse on reservoir
resettlement, this research endeavors to enrich and broaden the scope of resettlement studies, emphasizing the need for nuanced
policy interventions that account for the diverse needs and experiences of different resettlement groups and individuals.In the
pursuit of high-quality development for resettlement, it is imperative to continually refine the resettlement policy and regulatory
framework. In the context of high-quality development of resettlement, it is necessary to continuously improve the resettlement
policy and regulatory system, attach importance to the effects of policies on different resettlement groups and individuals,
improve the accuracy of policy implementation, reduce the risk of downward migration of resettlement classes, and use policy
systems as a driving force to promote the relocation and resettlement of reservoir resettlement and sustainable development.

Keywords: national policy; reservoir resettlement; social stratification; action mechanism; Danjiangkou Reservior Project



