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Abstract  The Song Dynasty enjoyed a splendid culture. Meishan, a small 
county in Southwest Sichuan, was one of the most developed cultural areas. 
This is closely related to a large-scale immigration after the collapse of the 
Tang Dynasty and the ‘Jingkang defeat’ in the Song Dynasty. Meishan was 
an area receiving more immigrants than other regions. A great number of 
distinguished families from North China brought with them the advanced 
culture of the Yellow River areas to Meishan, which combined with native 
culture, and produced many “cultural clans” from this “clan culture.” Some 
of these people became elites in various areas through education and the 
Civil Service Examinations. The so-called “Meishan Phenomenon” was a 
result of cultural melting.  

 
Keywords  Meishan, immigration, clan culture, cultural clan, Civil Service 
Examination 

I.  Meishan Phenomenon 

West Sichuan in the Song Dynasty was one of the most developed cultural 
areas in China. That area was prosperous in literary writing and active in 
academic research, particularly in the learning of the Book of Changes, and 
produced many well-known scholars. Most writers and scholars in West 
Sichuan appeared in the triangular zone of Chengdu, Meizhou (today’s 
Meishan, Sichuan) and Longzhou (once called “Lingzhou” and “Xianjingjian”, 
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nowadays Sichuan’s Renshou). In this cultural triangle zone, the bright spot 
was not Chengdu but Meishan, one hundred kilometers away from Chengdu. 
The latter was the hometown of Su Shi, the great cultural master and the 
leader of ‘Shu learning’(Shu is the ancient name of Sichuan). Li Tao, the 
great historian, was also born there. Moreover, it was one of the three largest 
book-printing regions in the whole country at that time. 

Firstly, ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ was related to literature. Apart from Su 
Shi, his father Su Xun, his brother Su Che, and many other eminent writers 
emerged in Meizhou during the Song Dynasty. While governing Meizhou in 
the late period of the South Dynasty, Wei Liaoweng built ‘Zaiying Hall’ for 
extolling the previous talents of Meizhou. ‘According to the record of 
biography and history, there were twenty-six talents listed in the hall after 
Tian Xi’.1 Wei Liaoweng commended the talents for ‘morality’, ‘enterprise’, 
‘learning’, and ‘articles’, with an eye to general culture. Most listed in the 
hall could be regarded as writers. Besides ‘three Su’, Zhu Taifu, Shi Yangxiu, 
Lü Tao and so on were all cultural masters. The number of cultural 
celebrities of Meizhou was much bigger than that listed by Wei Liaoweng. 
There were many other cultural celebrities who had collected works handed 
down from ancient times, including Tang Geng (the Collected Works of Mr. 
Tang), Su Guo (son of Su Shi, Xiechuan Collection), Su Zhou (grandson of 
Su Che, Shuangxi Collection), Cheng Gai (grandson of Cheng Zhengfu who 
was cousin of Su Shi, Shuzhou Poetry), Shi Yaobi (Lianfeng Collection), 
Cheng Gongxu (Changzhou Chenfou Collection), Jia Xuanweng (Zetang 
Collection), etc. There were at least 50 literary collections lost.2  

Next was about historiography. In two Song Dynasties, especially in the 
Southern Song Dynasty, the historiography in Meizhou was so developed 
that many great works on history were written. For example, Peng Baichuan, 
born in Danling of Meizhou, wrote Taipingzhiji tonglei in 40 volumes, 
dealing with the history of the Northern Song Dynasty, 30 of which are 
remaining until now. Another book—Zhongxingzhiji tonglei, in 35 volumes 
was also written by the author who recorded the early history of the Southern 
Song Dynasty, 30 volumes of which can be found today. Wang Cheng, 
called Ji Ping, born in Meizhou, inherited the family tradition of learning 
from childhood and pursued history in his later life. He wrote Dongdu shilue 
in 130 volumes. Siku tiyao writes that only three people, Wang Cheng, Li 
Tao and Li Xinchuan (born in Jingyan of Sichuan’s Renshou, author of great 
works Jianyanyilaijinian yaolu) in the Song Dynasty are worth mentioning, 
who wrote history books privately, so that anyone who wishes to study the 
                                                                          
1 “Meizhou Zaiyingtang ji,” in He Shan Xiansheng daquanji: Vol. 41. 
2 Xu Zhaoding, 1986, Song dai shuren zhuzuo cunyi lu, in Shui Xin Collected Works: Vol. 12. 
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history of the Song Dynasty must not neglect their works. Li Tao was a great 
representative of the Sichuan historians in the Song Dynasty. Li Tao 
(1115−1184), also called Ren Fu, shared the hometown with Peng Baichuan. 
He produced many historical masterpieces, such as Sichao shigao, which is 
in 50 volumes. The most important work was Xu zizhi tongjian changbian in 
520 volumes which imitated the annalistic style of Zizhi tongjian by Sima 
Guang, which recorded the historical stories with 168 years from the first 
emperor of the Song Dynasty to Hui emperor and Qin emperor who both had 
lost their governments. Historians were not pure historians, most of whom 
were also literary writers, such as Li Tao. He had his Collected Works in 120 
volumes. Besides, Yan Hu Collected Works written by Li Bi, son of Li Tao, 
also comes in 100 volumes. Ye Shi even believed that the cultural 
achievements of Li Tao, his son and their brothers could be compared to 
those of ‘Three Su’s’.3 

The third aspect of the ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ was about book-printing. 
In book-printing, Meishan enjoyed the same high repute as Hangzhou and 
Jianzhou. The types of the books printed there included Jing(Confucian 
classics), Shi(history), Zi(works by pre-Qin non-Confucian masters) and 
Ji(literary anthology), such as Qi Shi in large words, and many other 
individual collected works and bound-volume works by those celebrities in 
the Tang and the Song dynasties. Those priceless works are handed down till 
date. Chao Gongsu composed a poem to describe people in Meishan, ‘Even 
servants and businessmen could read books and poems…(see the whole 
citation below)’. Cai Zhou once wrote a letter to the emperor in the middle 
of Southern Song Dynasty’s reign, and said that so many books were up like 
hills in the whole Shu area,4 and describing Meizhou as the main provider, 
which supplies a great deal of nourishment for the mind for the Ba-Shu area, 
even for the whole country. 

Meizhou was the sole region in the Song Dynasty with such well- 
developed printing, and home to many great influential writers and scholars, 
among whom Su Shi is worth special mention. His influence was so great as 
to go beyond the Ba-Shu and beyond the boundaries of time and region. Su 
Shi was nicknamed ‘Su Meishan’ or simply ‘Meishan’, for he was the 
perfect symbol of Meishan. In other words, Meishan already became the 
cultural emblem closely related with Su Shi. If Meizhou could be viewed as 
the bright cultural spot of West Sichuan, then Su Shi was the most brilliant 
in it.  

Meizhou in the Song Dynasty emerged as the cultural center of the 

                                                                          
3 Ye Shi, Xunyan ji xu. 
4 Li Xinchuan, Dao Ming lu: Vol.4. 
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Ba-Shu region. This phenomenon appears strange: Chengdu had been the 
biggest center of communication in Southwest China since the Qin and the 
Han Dynasties, and also the political and financial center of the Ba-Shu. 
There were so many talented people there that the city should have been the 
most developed zone of culture in the area. Compared with Chengdu, 
Meishou had neither an old historical heritage nor a good regional advantage. 
Before the Song Dynasty, it was unknown to the public, but later, it became 
the power source promoting cultural development in West Sichuan, step by 
step. Chengdu began to lag behind then. This phenomenon is well worth 
study, and we call it the ‘Meishan Phenomenon’. 

‘Meishan Phenomenon’ did not appear accidentally; on the contrary, its 
emergence had complex inner and outer, subjective and objective reasons. 
The ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ applied to the whole country, not only to West 
Sichuan. If we put an in-depth study into this phenomenon to find out its 
historical ‘password’, the significance must go beyond the research on 
regional culture. This work can help us to acquaint ourselves with all the 
cultural celebrities of that period including ‘Three Su’s’ and to learn about 
the factors that lead to the flourishing of the Song culture. What’s more, it 
will offer good references to the culture construction of today. For this sake, 
this article is written. 

II.  Analysis of the immigration of the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties 

How did ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ come into being? We may find some 
causes, such as political, economic, historical and geographical causes. But 
what is the main cause? The real answer could be obtained only through an 
in-depth historical study. To arrive at an answer, we pick from the numerous 
and complicated historical events of the time, the immigration of the Tang 
Dynasty and the Five Dynasties, which appears to be not related, at first 
glance. 

The immigration movement into West Sichuan from the Tang Dynasty 
and the Five Dynasties lasted one or two centuries. This ‘movement’ was not 
a ‘government action’ but rather a voluntary action of civilians to evade the 
battles in Guanzhong and Zhongyuan (Central) regions. The immigration 
can be divided into three stages roughly. The first stage was during the 
“An-Shi Rebellion”. Before Chang’an was occupied by the enemy, Emperor 
Xuan Zong had fled to Chengdu with many people. As the battle continued, 
more and more people migrated to Shu, a great poet, Du Fu, being one of 
them. In one of his poems, he wrote: ‘Twenty-one families immigrated into 



Front. Hist. China (2006) 4: 517−534 521

Shu at the same time’5. Gao Shi, a famous poet, said in a letter to Emperor 
Su Zong: ‘With the price of rice becoming higher day by day in the 
Guanzhong region, even the rich went out of the city to Shu for a new life. 
They went to Shu and lived together with the native civilians, and they asked 
for much help from the natives in their living.”6 The second stage was the 
period of the rebellion of Huang Chao at the end of the Tang Dynasty. At 
this time, Emperor Xi Zong fled to Chengdu again with many civilians and 
military officials. The third stage was in the Five Dynasties. There were so 
many wars in the Zhongyuan region that West Sichuan (also reputed as the 
‘Land of Abundance’) inevitably became a good place for living, and people 
immigrated into the region across the Qinling Mountain ranges. During the 
period of the former Shu Dynasty governed by King Wang Jian, ‘Lots of 
people depended on Wang Jian to avoid the chaos caused by the war’, and 
‘Many rich people moved to and lived in Shu’. While in the period of the 
later Shu Dynasty set up by Meng Chang, ‘Most of the generals and soldiers 
in Shu were from the Zhongyuan region, dispatched by the emperors of the 
Tang Dynasty to defend Shu and then asked to stay there by Meng 
Zhixiang.’7 A writer named Feng Shixing in the early period of the Southern 
Song Dynasty once recorded ‘When Emperor Tai Zu of the Song Dynasty 
was enthroned, he ordered the rich to immigrate to Shu and gave them 
lands.’8 The original copy of the order was lost, so the background at that 
time is not clear to us. But we can imagine that the order must help to 
stabilize the northern immigrants in Shu and prevent their returning. It is 
difficult to calculate the total number of the immigrants of the three times, 
but the number should not be small. Historians often quote the advice of an 
officer of Yangzhou recorded by Su Song in Mr. Zhao (Wen Yu)’s Epitaph, 
‘More and more people have immigrated into Shu from the regions of 
Guanlong since the Song Dynasty was set up; as a result, food and clothing 
are not sufficient. If all those immigrants could be dispatched to their 
hometowns, the revenue of Shu will raise by 30 to 40%.’9 From it, we can 
speculate that the figure of the immigrants during the Five Dynasties to the 
Song Dynasty should account for 30 to 40 % of the whole residents of Shu. 

Besides above, there existed another immigration wave to Shu in the Jing 
Kang period of the Song Dynasty. When the soldiers of the Jin Kingdom 
seized Bianjing City, ‘The rich of the Zhongyuan region began to move 
either to the South or to West Sichuan.’10 Affluent people like Shao Bo and 
                                                                          
5 Dushi xiangzhu: Vol. 14. 
6 Gao Shi, Qing Ba Dong-Chuan Jiedushi shu, in Quan Tang Wen: Vol. 357. 
7 Zizhi tongjian: Vol. 292. 
8 Feng Shixing, Li Shiyong Epitaph, in Jin Yun wen ji: Vol. 4. 
9 Su Weigong Collected Works: Vol. 58. 
10 “Zhaode Chaogong wenji xu,” in Songdai Shuwen jicun: Vol. 70. 
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his brother, the family of Chao Gongwu and so on immigrated into Shu and 
lived in Meizhou and Jiazhou. The immigration scale was smaller than that 
of the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties, but it still left great influences 
on the Sichuan Culture in the Southern Song Dynasty. 

The second and third immigration waves made a greater impact on the 
culture of the Song Dynasty than that of the first one. That is to say, the 
immigrations at the end of the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties injected 
infinite energy into the development of Ba-Shu Culture of the Song Dynasty. 
By reading biographies and epitaphs we can find easily that the ancestral 
homes of most writers and scholars in Ba-Shu of the Song Dynasty was in 
the Guanzhong region or other northern regions. Most of them settled in Shu 
for evading or for seeking an official post. For instance, the family with the 
surname of Fan who lived in Huayang (now part of Chengdu) and whose 
ancestors had come from Chang’an (today’s Xi’an) immigrated into Shu for 
evading the battles at the end of the Tang Dynasty. The famous writers and 
scholars—Fan Zhen, Fan Bailu, Fan Zuyu and so on were all from this  
family. Besides, The Chen family in Langzhong, Sichuan, whose ancestors 
had lived in Boling (now Li County, Hebei Province) moved into Shu 
following King Wang Jian. The celebrities—Chen Xinghua and his three 
sons, Chen Yaosou, Chen Yaozuo, Chen Yaozi, were all from this family. 
Chen Yaosou and Chen Yaozi were both the No.1 (zuanyuan) in the Civil 
Service Examination called “jinshi” in the early period of the Song Dynasty, 
and Chen Yaozuo was the second one in the same examination. The Zhang 
family in Mianzhu, Shicuan immigrated into Shu in the period of the reign of 
Xi Zong of the Tang Dynasty. In this family, Zhang Jun was appointed as 
the premier in the early stage of the Southern Song Dynasty, and his son was 
the celebrated philosopher and man of letters, just to mention a few. 

According to historical statistics, Meizhou accepted a greater number of 
immigrants than did any other city in Sichuan by the end of the Tang 
Dynasty and the Five Dynasties. 11  Many immigrants going by their 
experiences, thought that it was not even safe to live in Chengdu—the 
capital of Ba-Shu or other regions nearby. Thus, they tended to take boats 
downstream along the Minjiang River and settled down in Meizhou or 
Longzhou, the places with beautiful scenery and abundant output. There 
were some distinguished immigrants to Meishan in the two Song Dynasties, 
such as the Jia family and the Shi family. The Jia family, whose hometown 
was in the Jin region (now Shanxi), immigrated into Meishan during the rule 
of Tang De Zong. Many celebrities came from this family, such as Jia 

                                                                          
11 Liu Lin, 1992, The Immigration of Northerners into Shu during the Tang and Song Dynasties and the 

Cultural Development in Sichuan, Studies of the Song Culture: Vol.2. 
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Qinguo, Jia Anguo, Jia Dingguo and Jia Yuan, and Jia Xuanweng made the 
greatest literary achievements at the end of the Song Dynasty. The Shi 
family settled  in Meishan, Qingshen and Danling separately, during the 
rule of Tang Xi Zong. ‘Su, Cheng, Jia and Shi were all famous surnames in 
Meizhou in the Song Dynasty, … especially, the Shi family which had more 
talented persons.’12  Shi Qingqing was the teacher of Su Shi and his brother 
Shi Zhao wrote Tongjian shi wen in thirty volumes (still existing). Besides, 
Shi Yaobi wrote Lian Feng Collected Works. Tian Xi in Hongya ( a county 
of Meizhou) was one of the first generation writers, his original hometown 
being in Jingzhao (now Xi’an, Shaanxi Province). He went to Shu at the end 
of the Tang Dynasty. The Yang family in Qingshen ( a county of Meizhou), 
whose native place had been in Chang’an, moved to Shu during the rule of 
Tang Xi Zong. There were so many personages in the Southern Song 
Dynasty like Yang Ruming, Yang Daquan, Yang Zhongyu (author of Bu Qi 
Collected Works, presently lost), Yang Taizhi, Yang Dong (author of Chong 
Dao Collected Works and Ping Zhou Wen Collected Works, both lost), Yang 
Wenzhong (author of Jian Shan Wen Collected Works, lost) and others. The 
Li family in Danling (a county of Meizhou) belonged to the imperial clan of 
the Tang Dynasty. Li Tao and his son were well known for literature and 
history. 

Not all the northern immigrants were equipped with knowledge and 
learning, and Meishan boasted of its own cultural advantages. To be sure, 
many immigrants into Shu at the end of the Tang Dynasty and the Five 
Dynasties were “civilized” people in the north who were from eminent 
official-scholar families. Most of those who had insight and ability to 
immigrate were such people. Here was a typical example, Fan Zhen recorded 
the immigration of the Shi family in Shi Yangxiu’ Epitaph, ‘The seventh 
generation ancestor—Shi Cangyong was a dignitary. He was good at 
divination. When he retired, he called all the family members together and 
said: “Convulsion will happen soon, and the safest region will be Shu; 
besides, there are many beautiful sceneries in Shu. So we should choose Shu 
as the best place to live in.” Then, he and his family went to Shu and 
depended on his relative Li Hao, a local governor of Meizhou. His 
offsprings’ native-place had been Meizhou since then.’13 The immigrants 
had great cultural background; what’s more, they had the ability to read and 
write, and later became officials by passing the Civil Service Examinations. 
So the probability of their offspring becoming great writers or scholars was 
naturally high. They enjoyed splendid family heritages and rich experiences, 
and had the up-to-date ideology and aggressive values of the upper class. 
                                                                          
12 [Jiaqing] Meizhou shu zhi: Vol.19. 
13 Mingchen beizhuan wanyan zhiji, zhong, Vol:16. 
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Therefore, we cannot underestimate their positive influences on the native 
civilians on the social ethos. If we can ascertain the influencing factors on 
Shu brought by immigrations, then the cause of ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ in 
the culture of the Song Dynasty can be attributed to the immigration 
movement during the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties. 

III.  ‘Clan culture’ and ‘culture clan’ 

The immigrants to Shu brought the advanced northern culture of the Yellow 
River valley. But, the northern culture must have blended with the native 
culture, or else it could not have taken root and borne fruit locally. Then, in 
what ways did the blending happen? This arouses the interest of many 
researchers. Research shows that the main characteristic of the said blend 
was the clan blend, which contributed to the orientation of the clan growth 
from ‘clan culture’ to ‘culture clan’. 

The clan concept was prevalent in the feudalist society, but the clans of 
Ba-Shu in the Song Dynasty had their own unique features. The Ba-Shu 
clans can be divided into two parts, native clans and immigrant clans. The 
native clans had a much longer history, starting from the Han Dynasty and 
the Jin Dynasty, and they are recorded in Huayang guo zhi by Chang Qu. 
During the Tang Dynasty and the Song Dynasty, there was little chaos 
caused by wars in the Ba-Shu region. Unlike their counterparts in the North, 
the rich native clans did not suffer from any heavy blows or death blow, 
caused by the peasant rebellions. Instead, they prospered. For example, the 
Su clan in Meishan (represented by ‘Three Su’s’), the Ren clan (Ren Ji, Ren 
Boyu, Ren Xiyi and so on), and the Wang clan (Wang Dang, Wang Shang, 
Wang Cheng and so on) were all the prominent native clans with many 
celebrities. If we explore the root of the native clans, many of the so-called 
native clans were in fact immigrant clans in Shu for a long time. The Su clan, 
for example, claimed that they were the offspring of Su Weidao, an official 
of Yizhou, in the early period of the Tang Dynasty14, whose hometown was 
Luancheng. In the epitaph for his brother—Su Shi, Su Che wrote: ‘The Su 
clan immigrated into Meishan from Luancheng.’15 Before the Song Dynasty, 
most of the native clans had been uncivilized. In The Su family pedigree by 
Su Xun, most of the ancestors recorded were uncivilized, and no member 
was an official. Su Xu, father of Su Xun, ‘liked to do good things but did not 
like to read’. Although Su Xu began to write poems, his son admitted that 

                                                                          
14 Su Xun, Jiayou ji. 
15 Luancheng houji: Vol. 22. 
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the poems were not good enough16. Such was the cultural level of the 
eminent ‘Three Su’s’ clan, that we can deduce that the cultural level of other 
clans was similar. 

As we mentioned earlier, many immigrant clans from the North moved 
into West Sichuan during the Tang Dynasty and the Five Dynasties. 
Inevitably, they must have encountered conflicts with the native clans due to 
the differences of cultural heritages and living habits. Often, these 
immigrants went into Shu with their whole families or clans. They were so 
strong that they could contend with the native clans. In turn, this helped the 
immigrants blend in with the native society. With the passing of time, the 
immigrant clans began to set up complex relationships with the native clans, 
particularly by way of marriage. The grandfather of Su Xun married a girl 
with the last name Li in Dangleng, and Su Xu, Su Xun’ father, married a girl 
with the last name Shi in Meishan. Both the Li clan and the Shi clan were 
immigrant clans. As a result, the native clans and the immigrant clans mixed 
together and formed a relatively harmonious society. 

Much was written on the big clans in Meishan and even in West Sichuan 
in the Song Dynasty and the Yuan Dynasty. Su Shi once said, ‘The literati in 
Meishan value classic canons and clans,… The big clans are ranked by 
certain criteria.”17 Volume 9 of Zhong Xian Han Wei Wang family tradition 
by an unknown writer records: ‘The clans in the villages of West Sichuan 
were usually prominent. Every clan had at least three to five hundred 
tenants.’ The words of Yu Ji, who lived in Sichuan’s Renshou in the early 
period of the Yuan Dynasty, were even more profound, ‘All the so-called 
‘big clans’ had certain ranks. Although the others were rich, they did not 
belong to the so-called ‘big clans’, so they were not allowed to marry each 
other. It proves that the relique of “Jiu Pin Zhong Zheng”, a kind of 
hierarchical system of the Wei and the Jin Dynasties, still existed at that time, 
and this was the old rule of the genealogy, which did not only exist in 
Meishan.”18 Su Xun listed in detail his ancestors and their branches in Su 
Shi clan pedigree ting ji. Wang Yi in the Yuan Dynasty wrote in the Preface 
of the Chen family pedigree: ‘There were two famous clans with the Clan 
Table in the Song Dynasty, one was the Ouyang clan in Luling, the other 
was the Su clan in Meishan. There were differences between the two Clan 
Tables: the pedigree of the Ouyang clan was listed by years according to 
historical works, while that of the Su clan was made by the branches of the 
clan. But  both respected their origins and their ancestors; what’s more, 
they achieved harmony with all branches of their own clans. The pedigree 
                                                                          
16 Su Xun, Jiayou ji. 
17 Su Shi & Su Shi Collected Works. 
18 Yu Ji, Ti Jin Yang Luo Shi clan pedigree, in Dao Yuan Xue gu lu: Vol.11. 
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was self-contained for respect and harmony.’19 The big clans were held 
together just by the feudal ethic concepts of respect and harmony. 

Although the clan culture which valued the clan and its hierarchy 
promoted the blending between the immigrants and the native civilians in the 
Tang and the Song Dynasties, it was not advanced at all from the angle of 
developmental history of the society. It should be mentioned that the clan 
culture had the relique of “Jiu Pin Zhong Zheng” in form, but it had  
differences in nature with this system in the period of the Southern Dynasties. 
The main differences were: first, the ‘clothes and hat’ of literati among the 
immigrants had already been dumped into history with the old dynasties. No 
doubt, the status of the immigrants was that of the refugees when they 
migrated into Shu, and their old positions in politics and economy had 
already passed away; second, the clans in Sichuan had regional and civilian 
characteristics, while the Song Dynasty was a feudal regime with highly 
centralized state power. The big clans in Shu could not control the local 
government, let alone the central government. They could enter the political 
arena only by passing the Civil Service Examinations as ordinary civilians 
did. Basically speaking, they only belonged to the landowner class without 
many political privileges. 

The big clans in Shu of the Song Dynasty had the strong desire to enter 
the central government. Lu Tao, who lived Pengshan (a county of Meizhou), 
wrote in The Epitaph of Chao Qing Lang Xin Zhi Jia Zhou Jia Ting Jun: 
‘The celebrities of Meishan were the best in Shu. The masters could affect 
the customs and teach their offspring by their actions, morality and justice. It 
made all people take them as an example and pursue their goodness. So there 
were many people being famous whether they were officials, either in 
Meishan or outside.’20  Shi Yaobi also wrote in Jian Chi Shou Sun Gong ai 
ci, ‘Meizhou was well-known in the whole country for its deep customs and 
right values. The clans of literati had their own clan rules and their offspring 
adhered to them, so they could be handed down and affect local areas.”21 Yu 
Ji once said: ‘There was so much literature and documents in Shu once, for 
there were many eminent big clans. From the Tang Dynasty to the Song 
Dynasty, the greatest masters were recorded by national history, greater 
masters were recorded by local history, and ordinary literati were 
remembered for their articles. These facts have been proved by historical 
material’. 22  Their advice to their children sounded nice, but their real 
purpose was to ask them to inherit their family tradition to pursue the 
                                                                          
19 Wang Yi & Wang Zhongwen gong ji: Vol. 7. 
20 Lu Tao, Jing De ji. 
21 Lian Feng ji: Vol. 10. 
22 Yu Ji, Ti Jin Yang Luo Shi clan pedigree, in Dao Yuan Xue gu lu: Vol.11. 
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position of an official. These were ‘Clan Rules’ or ‘Family Rules’. They 
must pursue an official position like their ancestors to set up an example and 
bring the chances of development and glory to their clans. In this way, they 
could let their clans have political spokesmen and make their clans more safe 
with the aid of the ‘power of emperors’. Comparatively, the native clans 
received low education in general at that time; they were simple rustics. 
They had no distinctive background, clear ideas or strong desires to ‘inherit 
and pursue the position of an official’. Therefore, the ‘ Clan Rules’ were the 
clan traditions as well as the social values brought by the northern literati 
immigrants. 

The literati immigrants had already lost their political power, and their 
economic position had to be rebuilt. Their sole advantage was their culture 
(‘literature’) and their heritages. They retained the clan culture and asked 
their offspring to inherit and pursue the position of officials. Just on this 
point was formed the influencing mechanism of the immigrants in Shu, and 
then the ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ appeared. When Chen Yinke discussed the 
reasons why the Helong region in Northwest China had its special 
characteristics in the history of culture in the book Dissertation of the 
political source of the Sui and the Tang Dynasties, he pointed out: ‘When 
the conflicts ocurred in the Zhongyuan region, the remote areas could remain 
peaceful, and the learning of the clans there could be inherited. During the 
rebellions, the whole Zhongyuan region was a battle field, while only the 
area of Hexi was still kept peaceful after the former Liang Dynasty, so the 
learning of the native clans could be reserved in that area. Besides, the great 
masters from outside, were teaching there to evade the battle. With the 
passing of time, the culture and learning acquired regional characteristics 
little by little.”23  There were many similarities in the Ba-Shu region in the 
Song Dynasty and the Helong region after the Wei and the Jin Dynasties. 
They both preserved the learning and culture in peaceful circumstances, and 
especially supplied the background for the development of the clan culture 
of the immigrant literati. Meizhou accepted the majority of highly- civilized 
immigrant families in the Song Dynasty. After the immigrant culture grafted 
onto the native culture and mixed with the latter, it certainly produced 
beautiful flowers and plentiful fruits. But if the immigrants wished to 
transform the cultural advantages to real political and economic advantages 
at that time, they had to follow an appropriate pattern for success that they 
had followed since the Sui and the Tang Dynasties, i.e.: studying 
hard—passing the Civil Service Examinations—being appointed as an 
official. At this point, not only was the culture kept down, but also 

                                                                          
23 Chen Yinke, 1963, Dissertation of the political source of the Sui and the Tang Dynasties. 
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generations of winners of the Civil Service Examinations appeared, and lots 
of “culture clan” with many famous literary masters and historians appeared. 

In fact, the development from ‘clan culture’ to ‘culture clan’ was the 
gestating procedure of the ‘Meishan Phenomenon’. 

IV.  ‘Inheriting and pursuing the position of an official’ and educating by 
‘training esquire’ 

During the evolution process from ‘clan culture’ to ‘culture clan’, education 
and the Civil Service Examinations were the two most critical factors. They 
were the two strong wings that supported the rapid development of Meishan 
culture. 

In order to inherit and pursue the position of an official, the clans in Shu 
paid much attention to education. The ethos of developing education for 
‘training esquire’ and esquires devoted to studying was formed. It was just 
the immigrant clans that formed the ethos. Shi Yangxiu’s Epitaph tells us 
how the Shi clan immigrated to Meishan, and Lu Tao talked about Shi 
Changling, the grandfather of Shi Xun-zhi, in his epitaph written for Shi 
Xunzhi: ‘At the beginning of the Song Dynasty, the Shu people did not have 
the custom of believing in Confucianism, because of the chaos in the Five 
Dynasties. Shi stored books in his home and taught his offspring classic 
learning, and thus he was followed by his countrymen and his family was 
respected as ‘Shu Tai Shi Jia’.’ From this, we knew the influences brought 
by clan culture.  

In the Song Dynasty, the institutions of education were of many kinds, 
such as Fu Xue(state-owned schools), Zhou Xue (prefecture-owned schools), 
and Xian Xue (county-owned schools), which were run by feudal officials, 
as well as Private Xue and colleges by civilians(privately-owned schools). 
Zhou Xue and Xian Xue were usually built jointly with temples. That is, 
where there was a school, there was a temple. According to Research on Shu 
Xue in the Song Dynasty,24 “There were 46 schools in Chengdu, 35 in 
Tongchuan, 11 in Lizhou, eight in Kuizhou, making 100 in total.” This 
statistics was only calculated by the existing literatures. Among these four 
regions, Meizhou belonged to Chengdu region. According to Bin Tui lu 
written by Zhao Yushi in the South Song Dynasty, there were 13 schools in 
Meizhou: 

 

                                                                          
24 Hu Zhaoxi. Liu Fusheng & Su Pinxiao, 1997, Research on Shu Xue in the Song Dynasty. Bashu 

Publishing Company. 
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In Jia ( Jiazhou, now Leshan) and Meizhou, there were many famous 
people. They worked together to build temples for Confucius, where 
they taught manners. These schools were also called “countryside 
schools”. There were some families training esquires, called “Shan 
Xue”. Within Meizhou there were four counties with 13 schools, while 
in Jiading there were five counties with 18 schools. Besides, there were 
four schools in Suining, and two in Puzhou. 
 
“Shan Xue” was the private school at that time, which had many students. 

According to Ai Ri Zhai cong chao: ‘Liu Ju, also called ‘Weizhi’, taught in 
the west of Meishan, followed by hundreds of people including Su Shi and 
his brother who were ordered by their father.’ This is an example of ‘Shan 
Xue’. There were more than 20 schools (most of which were built in the 
Southern Song Dynasty) in Sichuan including Xunyan School in Meizhou. It 
could be concluded that the more schools there were in a place, the more 
developed culture the place enjoyed. Meishan was a typical example. 

The large number of students there represented the thriving of schools. If 
there  was no interest in study on the part of students, no school would exist. 
Su Shi said in Xie Fan She Ren shu25, ‘There were nine out of 10 families, 
who gave up dead stock  and began to read books and to write’ in West 
Sichuan in the period of Song Ren Zong. There appeared lots of students. 
Zhu Mu’ Fang Yu Ji Sheng and Wang Xiangzhi’ Yu Di Ji Sheng had 
extensive data about culture and education in Sichuan in the Southern Song 
Dynasty. This article cites only the conditions  that prevailed in Meishan.  

Volume 53 of Fang Yu Sheng Lan quoted Tong Yi Ru Rong tu xu by 
Zhang Gang, ‘It is said that ‘Shu Xue’ could be compared to ‘Qilu Xue’, 
while Shu Xue was flourishing in the Tongyi region26. Zheng He Yu bi: “In 
West Sichuan, there were maximum number of scholars in Meishan.”’ Fang 
Yu Sheng Lan quoted Xiu Qiao Lou ji: ‘In Meishan, the people were busy 
with poems and books, paying much attention to old literature. They lit a 
lamp at night and the voice of reading sounded clear.’ 

Wang Xiangzhi was an official in Shu in the first year of Baoqing (1225), 
so he was quite familiar with the conditions of Sichuan. He quoted Jiaoshou 
timing ji written by Ren Ximing in his Yu Di Ji Sheng: ‘Shu was the barrier 
of the southwest of the country. Since the Han Dynasty, there have lived lots 
of scholars, especially in Meishan and Yizhou, and less in Jiazhou.’ This 
book also quoted Ying Miao ji written by Liu Wei, a minor official in the 

                                                                          
25 Wang Yi & Wang Zhongwen Gong Collected Works: Vol. 7. 
26 Tongyi was just Meizhou. The seventh volume of Yuan Feng jiu yu zhi: “The first year of Tai Ping 
Xing Guo(976), Tongyi County was changed to another name ‘Meishan’”. 
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period of Zhenghe: ‘ Meishan and Puzhou had the most students.’ 
As education in Meizhou and West Sichuan was well developed with  

abundant demand for books from many readers, Meizhou became one of the 
three famous publishing centers of the whole country during the Song 
Dynasty. During the early South Song Dynasty, Chao Gongsu’ Meizhou 
Zhou Xue cang shu ji mentioned: ‘Meizhou is rich for books. Not only 
scholars’ articles but also these books were spread widely to the whole 
country.’27 This suggests that an abundance of books were published there 
and spread widely. He also composed a poem: ‘The customs in my town 
were inherited from old ones, while other counties were not like that. Eating 
was just like feting, while servants and businessmen can even know books 
and poems.’28 The last sentence can be interpreted as the businessmen had 
much knowledge, or that their business was selling books. In a word, this 
poem shows vividly the popularization of education and the prosperous 
publishing industry in Meizhou. Pu Shuxian’s Ke Tai Ping Yu Lan ba states: 
‘The literature and books in Sichuan are self-contained, from big ones to 
small ones.’ And Dao Ming lu recoded: ‘So many books up like hills in the 
whole Shu area.’ Although the two quotations mention “Shu”, the most 
thriving publishing zone at that time was Meizhou. The abundant books not 
only offered a guarantee for the Civil Service Examinations and education, 
but also improved the cultural quality of the people in Meizhou, or even in 
the Ba-Shu region. 

Because of the great demand for reading and publishing books, many 
families began to store books. The father of Tian Xi in Hongya County, for 
instance, ‘had several thousand books.’29 Another good example is the Sun 
clan that built a book-keeping tower during the Kaicheng of the Tang 
Dynasty. They wished to leave the books to their offspring. Sun was a 
famous last name in Meizhou. The ancestors of the Sun family had lived in 
Fuchun before they immigrated into Chang’an. Later, one of the ancestors 
named Sun Changru ruled the county of Meishan. After he died, ‘his 
offspring lived in Meishan permanently because of the chaos in the Tang 
Dynasty’. Of the  26 persons in Wei Liaoweng’s record, there were three 
persons in the Sun clan including Sun Bian. The Sun clan later set up private 
schools. From the Tang to the Song Dynasties, the book-keeping tower 
played a great role in spreading culture. When Song Qi ruled Chengdu, he 
wrote a poem to praise the tower.30 

Volume 12 of Shu Zhong Ming Sheng ji: ‘Wei Liaowen noted: the Sun 
                                                                          
27 Songshan ji. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Tian Xi, Xian Jun Zen Gong Bu Lang Zhong Mu Jie, in Xian Ping ji. Appendix. 
30 Song Jing wen ji: Vol.15. 
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book-keeping tower was in Meizhou, …. Nowadays, the families whose 
business is selling books often call their houses book-keeping towers, just 
for the reason above.’ And the influence of the Sun’s clan lasted till the 
Ming Dynasty. 

V.  The flourishing of the Civil Service Examinations and the emergence of 
‘Meishan Phenomenon’ 

At the second year of Jiayou(1057) during the period of Song Ren Zong, 
after passing the Civil Service Examinations, Su Shi wrote an article entitled 
Xie Fan She Ren shu, which described the flourishing of literature in West 
Sichuan from the Han Dynasty to his time, for more than 1200 years: 

 
The ethos of writing articles was the most prevailing in the Han 
Dynasty, while the eminent writers were mostly from Shu. Sima 
Xiangru was the first one, and Wang Bao was the last one at the time. 
All those writers lived with ordinary civilians, so they helped civilize 
the countrymen. This cultural atmosphere could match Zou’s and Lu’s. 
I have heard from the old that after the Later Shu set up by Meng 
Chang, people began to protect their lives firstly so the schools did not 
boom any more in decades. During the period of Tiansheng, my uncle 
(Su Huan) dismissed his deputy for going back to his hometown, and 
the people crowded in the road to have a look. Since then, quite a few 
famous writers have entered the literary world with well-known articles 
and outstanding achievement. That’s why there are 90% families who 
are busy in learning instead of cultivating land. There are tens of 
prefectures including Tongyi, a small one, and Meishan is merely a 
small county in Tongyi. At the last year, there are about forty or fifty 
persons who have entered Li branch for an official position, while the 
examiners chose only thirteen. So we can know the other regions from 
this. 
 
There are two points worth mentioning in the paragraph: one is the long 

cultural tradition of West Sichuan, and the other is the thriving of the Civil 
Service Examinations in Meizhou since the Song Dynasty. Although there 
were many drawbacks in the Civil Service Examinations in the Song 
Dynasty, yet they were the main approach to an official position for common 
people. In ancient China, if you wanted to pursue the position of an official, 
you must pass the Examination. Hence the Examinations were so attractive 
to students. Education was well developed in Meizhou and all students 
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devoted themselves to studying. The primary target of most students was to 
pass the Examinations, thus  abandoning farm work. Few students were 
indifferent to fame and fortune, or studied for study’s sake. If there were any, 
they must be the students who failed the Examinations. 

The Civil Service Examinations in Sichuan during the Song Dynasty were 
so well advanced that they became well known in the whole country. Tian 
Kuang wrote in Jinshi ti ming ji, ‘A lot of people in Yizhou have passed the 
Civil Service Examinations successfully since the period of Taiping Xingguo, 
and the number increased several times in the period of Tian Sheng and Jing 
You. The number was 18 and 24 in the sixth year of Qing Li (1046) and in 
the first year of Huang You (1049) respectively. The number did not include 
the people from other regions while studying in Yizhou.’31 This was the 
condition in the early period of the Song Dynasty. Li Tao mentioned in 
Gong Yuan ji, ‘The government often relied on civilians(not military people) 
to manage the country, so there were more civil officials. The Civil Service 
Examinations were held every three years, and more than five thousand 
examinees came from Chengdu, and the number became bigger and 
bigger…. In the early period of Jian Yan, the emperor ordered that all the 
examinees from Chengdu should take the Examinations in Chengdu instead 
of in the capital…. In the second year of Shao Xing, the emperor ordered 
again that the students should attend the Examinations in Chengdu…. It has 
been  48 years since then.’32 This was the condition of the Examinations in 
Chengdu at the end of the Northern Song Dynasty and in the early period of 
the Southern Song Dynasty. The ‘reading by light at night’ ethos of Meizhou 
was recorded in Fang Yu Sheng Lan written by Zhu Mu. Chao Gongsu 
described the  fiery scene of publicizing the Examination results in 
Meizhou at that time in Jin Sui Shi Shi Jing Zhi Jiu Qi Wen Tang Yan Zhu Si 
Qie Zuo Shi Song Zhi. It is hard to believe that there were more than five 
thousand examinees from one prefecture and four counties. The winners of 
the Examinations from Meizhou in the Southern Song Dynasty are recorded 
in Volume Seven named Xuanju zhi of Meishan Xian zhi in the period of 
Minguo (the Republic of China), ‘The successful examinees from Meizhou 
were the most in the Song Dynasty. There were 880 winners of the 
Examinations in the Northern and Southern Song Dynasties based on the 
records of old literature.” There were so many persons who had passed the 
Civil Service Examinations that a beautiful skyline in culture was created. 

The advanced Civil Service Examinations had a close connection with the 
culture clans above. It will be easy to find that most successful examinees 

                                                                          
31 Quan Shu yi wen zhi: Vol. 36. 
32 Chengdu wen lei: Vol. 46. 
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were from the big culture clans, such as the Cheng clan, the Sun clan, the 
Zhu clan, the Shi clan, and the Su clan when we analyze the origin of the 
winners of Meishan in the Song Dynasty. The offspring of the big culture 
clans often enjoyed an advantage over those of the other clans in terms of 
traditions of the economic guarantee, better teaching ways and the rich 
experiences in the Civil Service Examinations. The Civil Service 
Examinations had two effects: (1) turning the students to officials; and (2) 
converting some into cultured elitists in all kinds of fields including culture, 
history and philosophy. The second one was the so-called ‘Meishan 
Phenomenon’, which was the bright spot of culture. 

The eminent ‘culture clans’ emerged in all kinds of fields with the help of 
the clan culture traditions by way of education and the Civil Service 
Examinations. Then, an uninterrupted “culture chain” came into being. This 
“culture chain” was not a simple continuation or copy but the integration and 
the re-structuring of the immigrant culture into the Meishan native culture. It 
was the fruitful result of the integration of the Southern culture and Northern 
culture. The causes of the formation of ‘Meishan Phenomenon’ have been 
explained to us in the most profound and abundant manner in the culture of 
the Song Dynasty. 
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