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Limited Ressentiment and Indefinite Desires: The Resonance Between the
“Against the Cold Water” IP and the Audience’s Sensory Structure
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Abstract: By aligning with the audience’s sensory structure, the “Against the Cold Water” IP has cir-
culated successfully across novels, television dramas, and online games. The character Gu Xichao has thus
gained prominence, shifting from moral negativity to a more complex figure. Yet his “ressentiment” does
not develop into a Nietzschean creative will; instead, it remains bound to indeterminate value identification
and an affective, instrumentalized desire. This transformation reflects changes in the text’s value structure
and modes of identification, through which generalized hatred and hollow desire—key elements of the audi-
ence’ s sensory structure—are internalized into the character. The “Against the Cold Water” IP conveys its
subtle and ineffable emotions by resonating with the audience’s sensory structure. Combining Nietzschean
theory with “Against the Cold Water”, tracing the transformation and features of “Ressentiment”while situat-
ing them in a socio-cultural context, highlight the IP’s resonance with audience’s.
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