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[ Abstract] Diabetes kidney disease (DKD) is one of the progressive microvascular complications of the diabetes, which is the
main cause of end-stage renal disease. More and more evidence suggest that renal inflammation plays a crucial role in the pathogen-
esis of DKD), and its mechanism is related to the excessive activation of inflammatory mediators. NLR family pyrin domain contain-
ing protein 3 (NLRP3) inflammasome, as a classic inflammasome, can assemble into NLRP3 multimeric complexes in cells.
When the body receives internal/external pathogens or injury, the NLLRP3 multimeric complexes activates a series of inflammatory
responses in the body, promoting the release of inflammatory factors IL-183 and 11.-18, thereby triggering the occurrence and devel-
opment of DKD. This article mainly emphasizes that the role of NLRP3 inflammasome in NLRP3/caspase-1/1L.-183 pathway in-
ducing abnormalities of renal intrinsic cells (such as tubular epithelial cells, podocytes, and mesangial cells) and the related mecha-
nisms in the pathophysiology of DKD. In addition, the potential application of natural flavonoids as candidate drugs is used to selec-
tively target the NLRP3 inflammasome and signaling pathway molecules for reducing the inflammatory reaction and alleviating the

symptoms of DKD is discussed. The article can provide new idea for the scientific management and treatment of DKD patients.
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B DR 99 B IE 95 9% (diabetic kidney disease, DKD)
Y Ry — Tl gk A7 M 18 M B B DR Tl A8 O R RE 2 —
i R b= A RIr ) B EE IR AR, i
L e A AN B o IR AR DKD M %
A 3500~4500 o W [ PR IR NI & & 2021 4F K
A1 Y 4 BROBE DR 1 1T (5 10 ) 48 1 £ 8 fi i, 3
2030 4F Al 2045 4F , A ERUAF (20~79 27 ) B IR A f8 &
¥ 2021 48 19 5.37 42 4 B B & 6.43 {C
7.8342",

DKD 1 g — il 5 S P95 9, 20 HL ] 5 R AE
A T A B O R OG o TR PR R S8 AR N P AR 2 Y
Tl 8 A AR 25 & DKD 19 1 20 # AR B 2% B gl | 32 %2
R R RAE T 7KV 19 T s, HAR B Ay 2o B O Y
Je R AP RN . 2002 4F , Martinon & H [6] 2 1 1k
KT R ML BT T8 A S A S S A S E /A
HENE /N 3 TS caspase-1, I (410 i -1 (in-
terlenkin-1, IL-1) 5 % 40 o X 5, 4042 48 40 it 1 1
41 i £ 2% -1B (interlenkin-1B, IL-1B) . F1 4l i A~ & -18
(interlenkin-18, TL-18) f H: & 4f g 4 i 1L 84 A1 o
Wh 35 e 98 RE PRI I, DA G B XA 45 45 43 n
A PR A5 AR DGR 200, ARRE /N B Sy 18
NE SN DGR T o PRI, S E /AR A R B T
fEDKD &4 kR b G £ EENIERH .

¥ R 45 & 5 R AL 45 B NOD Ff %2 (K
(NOD-like receptors, NLRs) Z Ji% Pyrin 2% 4 18 75
3 (NLR family pyrin domain containing protein 3,
NLRP3) Sy — Fh 28 i (9 28 9 /DK, th Z R A
NLRP3 . i T2 AH 5 BE 52 #F 25 1 (apoptosis-associated
speck-like protein containing a CARD, ASC) #l
pro-caspase-1 2 Ji& , e AH X} 73 - it &2 29 24 700 kDa.
NLRP3 RAE /M BE W0 J5 , AT LASE i 18 757 48 5
JOL ) S YR S i R AL 5 S T 1 2 e A
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6 M AT 5 4% 3 7 DKD #F J i #2 &k #5754
AT, Wang 589\ Z R (5 558 FE A 45 % K F kB
(nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-«kB) | i %A it & H B 1E
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B, 5 5 DKD g P R SE iE e . 5 A 58 B
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2 2 B /NS TR) BT 9 0E N EF Ak, DL AL FE R IR 5K

WA 2B TE NI B /N R 45

PRIt Bk B 22 (B 5Y © Z80E S5 T #8 1) NLRP3
RAE/NMEAEIRYY DKD h A EEW ) . ARZER A
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HAk kA5 538 5, 1He 1 88 m NLRP3 & 5E /M
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2R L AL R
1 NLRP3IRENMERHERERS
1.1 NLRP3 RAE /MK 4544

NLRP3 J 45 /A A i it 2 11 NLRP3 & %0
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AT H o NLRP3 AL E 34 [m] 1Y 25 44 5 . — 4>
JEALT C i 1) & % s 2 R 2 )7 9 S5 F Bk, 58 i R
ot -2 B B AR -0 i A LA TR A B 1
SaF, N RAT PO NACHT 25/ 5, B4
ATP 8, GTP B3 M, vl i 2 5 NLRP3 5 R b
PRI NLRP3 2 1 J NLRP3 R JE /M, 55 — 4~ 2
£ F N ¥ (9 Pyrin 854938, 2 5 45 & ASC KA 215
SAL ik . HR B KT 1 NLRP3 358 2 LUK
i NLRP3 RAE/MA
1.2 NLRP3 RIE/MA B

AT 38 A Sy, B IR ) AZ 4K (pattern recogni-
tion receptor, PRR) &l NLRs . 51| 1 B #H 5645 =X 43
F  (damage-associated ~ molecular  patterns,
DAMPs) g J5AH DG X 73+, BB il ¥ NLRP3 %€
RE /IR [ 4 %€ . DAMPs Qi 065 | & 1 i F s R
Fi% , AT O K 3E E AT AR 45 5 TR R AR
% (reactive oxygen species, ROS)# AL 1§ NLRP3
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A S KB AR M Ca® BNt , 5 5 3 5 ROS
B = A, il i 28 Rz /K ROS (mitochondrial ROS,
mtROS) B 3§ 2, % T S AL I ¥, fe 2 NLRP3 5
ASC 254 1M 52 4 pro-caspase-1, i 28 5 LG 1Y
NLRP3 &R AE /MK . 3% 19 NLRP3 % AE /)N 4 {2 {f
ASC ¥ To 1 4 1 pro-caspase-1 i 14 85 Y) ik A 1
P ) caspase-1. caspase-11E 2 48 4iE /N K B 5% 7 TR
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Fig1 Activation of NLRP3 inflammasome and the mechanism of flavonoids targeting NLRP3

1.3 B R4 NLRP3 R HE (5 5

15 S 1 e 0 BEIR S B 5 A B A sl K e AR
i 25 L& DKD & A4 F ik i i SE Rl fb B2 55 1F . &7
AW L 0 e AKCF B R 2 R AR RN D R I [
PR S5 T IR R G 200 T R 00 L 0 o A
P9 % 4145 ) T NLRP3 % /A . NLRP3 %
iE /N AT LTS & S 5 0 1 22 38500 10 2R F RS
(p38 mitogen-activated protein kinase,, p38 MAPK) .
i s AN E 5
ERK) M cJun & & K ¥ ¥ B (c-Jun
N-terminal kinase, JNK) & /5 1 2 Jfd 71 3 7 (ex-
tracellular matrix, ECM ) 4= | £ i 40 it 8 ¢ . 2 20
PSR E K B /)N Bk L P g 5, BT o 8 DKD

XA R BRI AL AE AL S 5 9 DKD R B Y
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kinase,

LU g A R F TL-18 & TL-18 K F 7, B /b
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PO AT e TL-1 50 46 40 M DR 1) 43 L D R R 2
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WE5 S 00 /NS b A0 (HK-2 40 ) 92 5E 452473 .
ROS E b #0% NLRP3 4 4 /A 1) v ] (R 2 fish &
FE I 5 B2 58 9E DRI B, 1 B 22 25 Y 1) 240 45
B it B A4 mtROS 1] Gl i % 3K TRXs/
TXNIP B9 41 HAEH , #00% NLRP3/IL-18, M i fie 2t
RAE N o TEWE DRI B W DR /D> RS v ok A
2O ) B INAE b R AN v 35 BE A5 G T ) NIL-
RP3 48 /MBS o A BFFEIESE ™ 4 il mtROS
14 3k 8 7= A T 2% fif B R . Han %5 & 81, DKD
HE A db/db /N BB BE A miROS (1 3 5 7= A A Bl
# TRXs ik Ay 9 /> TXNIP % ik /9 L K& NL-
RP3/IL-1B HI TGEF-B Ik AR . il mtROS Y
b B A T BE W R R AR S S 0 HK-2 41 i
TXNIP F1 NLRP3 Z [8] i AH BAFE T, 32> NLRP3 %
JiE /I PR 9 B0 A TL-1B B RS . b AR F 5 IE 4l &
B, K mtROS 54 ] TRX K3k 23 g #F TXNIP
5 NLRP3 025 4, #% 3% NLRP3/1L-18 15 = 8 % 1
51 % DKD & /NE B3

ZR B 240 L 2 — L T /I Bk N 8 X
M4 BA ZEER 5 kA RIE ML ifh, 2
1A H 5 8 11 2 (receptor-interacting protein 2, RIP2)
JEWF 9 i £ 19 NOD B Z Kt R | B, Al B0
NF-kB 5 MAPK 4 #i ¥4 i 4 5 2 B . Gao %5
IR, TE e 7 2 W Y FR 40 i, ROS-NLRP3
RMEMALE 515 S 158 1 RIP2 #0E nT A~ S 40 i A
Wi, % ROS-NLRP3 {5 5 #4757 s 458 , 9ol 2D 4ok AR 4
fio SR, 75 DKD H 3 5 16 K6 4 a5 3h 5 AL v J2
L AEAE B RIP2 A3 19 [ I 17 045 R RE A5 5 HIL T
57— A58 o 7E LR M DKD b, i 2 2 0 A
& £ B 5k ROS/TXNIP i % 53 36 5 /N Bk 2 B 40
JitH NLRP3 45 /AIMA [ 41246, A 5 & 0E .55 DKD
M & s XS g LRI 1 IR R R T /R
Z IO A K ROS, 8 TXNIP 5 NL-
RP3 454, /% NLRP3 %5 /MR &9 1 4136, ik
M1 75 5 801 07 38R 9 RE B 0T o 3 S 5 NG A B T
B B 2 K e 3% 5 DKD 22 (] & X A 40 i 2 5 il 70 43
TA Y A . PRR 556 K %% 52 i AR B AE
i NLRP3 /N 241 25 HIL AR OCBIF 5 (0 JF 82, K Sy il
Bl DKD % Az 7 A2 TR I8 5210

FE 20 LR B 0N R U ek e B Y A A 2R A L, 4
¥ 5 Drfe i = 5 R 80E R L J2 DKD BUR T i
SRR R A AR T R P M AN T T — R
I 1) & RE T =X, 3k B %) 400 Jf A 7 1T B 5 018 1 4k
it o NLRP3 2 AE /A B0 78 40 Ml £ 7 b A 48 %00
YEF™ . 7€ DKD /N B i vk B 2 1 i 3 2 i Tk

JEE A7 e 0 0 s B 4l B b, caspase-4 ¢z Cas-
pase-11 2 kK F1 GSDMD-N % i 72 B i 2 7
J& 1k 40 M I T NF-«B  IL-18 M1 IL-18 /K - 14 fin , %
A G 20 B R, 2 4 B A 3 2B 1 nephrin AT podo-
cin Rk Wk A B N ER L TP AK L X Ul B cas-
pase-11/4 Fl GSDMD 45 4 40 i £ T 900G , ik —
K-S 5T AT R 40 £ K 3 B R DKD
(1 E J R A S P A AR 2 A OC BT 2(nu-
clear factor erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2)/NL-
RP3 {75 53 %m0 4% w5 575 5 109 2 40 Je 0 1~ 400 e
FETR AR E. JEY EIE T NLRP3 R i /A
AT R A AN 0T 4% DKD R R A 4
£, NLRP3 J& [ W 1 fii b2 B 78 = 15 /N B
o, R A0 R S NLRP3 B = 45 4% 7 5 /N sk 9 B
Wi, R TR IR N B R 0 o8 A IR AR
FHP i A AR SR T, BB NLRP3 3 A v 3 i
Pt DKD rv (v 480 Ak 7 5% i ek 5 B U 400 e 2% i A
YA, H b RTE 4h BCRE B NLRP3 ) 7E —
SE R 1R R A R AR T, U R Y 4

NLRP3Z 5 DKD 5 /NE I 5z 41 i | 55 15 20 Jifd
I 41 8 E SN B AF 5T 45 S B, /b ROS (1t
BE 7= A B0l TXNIP 5 NLRP3 #4541 i NL-
RP3 15 0 20 M 45 T 2 55 40 ) NLRP3 4 5E HL | 45
T A i, T RE R R R BT X DKD BNV VB NER %
il N A5 473 8 5 T I I T S R T ik
2 BITHWERE NLRP3 5 fE/ME

H HT, &% DKD A 5655 3 09 3R 97 5 0E 42 46 B
F2 875 NLRP3 485 /MA B 43 55 18] 42 98 15 40 5 241 il
G BURE R 2 32 o o T
NLRP3 % i /) M (9 3 3k F/50 06 v 7= 28 30 AE
FHEOS S — Bl PR3 56 24 4 v 3 2o 8 ) NLRP3 R
it /MR R HEAE T, 2% % DKD 3 48 80 % 25 8515 &
(B A AR 05 (6 1) o A RFSE R B, U A% 51T
i 0 ) 24T T2DM (type 2 diabetes mellitus) [ BT-
BR(black and tan, brachyuric) 8% A T1DM (type 1
diabetes mellitus) fJ Akita /N i, NLRP3/ASC 4 %E /)
A, BEL 1k 45 PR /N BRI 98 0E B L L 5 40 . A 6T
BTBR ob/ob (T2DM) /)N i Bt & i F 35 #% 51 %
(SGLT-24I5%)) 5 0 4% 5177 (DPP4 I ) , 7]
/D NLRP3/ASC %5 /N B S0 , % ik A R s /) B
DKD i ™ A Hb il FH V6 51007, 56 A i
IR 5 5 BB A | FR B Tk AN AR RE /N A BT
AT B 3 SR B A B DR AP RCR . PPAR-y B3N 7
N A 5] ) 2 — o O e e T A9 A W T i B DR
# 15 & 11 E 3 A #BR (apolipoprotein E”, ApoE ") 7]z
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BB /N ER NLRP3 48 it /A 9 3% Ak, 40 3 B 451 405

JO7 P B AL TR DL A

R EE RN S BOBE IR 25 W) 7E DKD IR YT b (1) T AE
R1 AYREMIEITERE NLRPI KM /NMEE#E DKD
Tab 1 Drugs and flavonoids alleviate DKD by targeting NLRP3 inflammasome
4l 3h v 3R k43 0 28R Ol pmol /L
LA AR b AP R Ao 553 B ik
mg/kg
Mk e 2% I STZ#HESFMDKD 25, 501100 mg/kg it 2 % 510 mg/kg B NLRP3 J&4F /MAH #0 1]
- o)
i K S I Jig BT 2R
WHESIIT ik 1 mg/kg A1 5
PRSI — 02 BB R/ R me/kg LA NLRP3/ASC 58 /ME  [32]
B2IpEe 10 mg/kg VP& 57T
YA T 2 Ut 5 80N B 10 mg/kg NLRP3/ASC #4E/ME [33]
S E3H
4% %) i ﬁﬂéﬁg 10 mg/kg NLRP3 # /Mg [34]
[ ERN
K ELE VR R R A 0.01, 0.1A11 pmol/L; NLRP3/Caspase-1/IL-1piil
db/db /N [36]
(HBZY-141Jf1) 10 mg/kg ks
100 pmol/L;
MCC950 40 (MPC-5 2 ) db/db /N NLRP3 4 /M MA [37]
10 mg/kg
BER e &
MPC-5 10 pmol/L;
(ST NLRP3 % /M [38]
21 it ) 5 mg/kg
DKD /)
BN E R A (HK-2 5110 1/L;
CY-09 H/NE LA db/db /MR SAI10 pmol/ NLRP3 % #E /M [39]
A i) 2.5mg/kg
0.1f11 pmol/L;
pis Ll RN SVAOMES13  KK-Ay/IMi NLRP3 #H: /M [40]
0.01 111 mg/kg
FER BT (IL-6
B db/db /IR 8 mg/k NLRP3 & /MA [41]
ZRYLH) ! mere -
B 2B MPCS 10 pmol/L MCC950; METTL3 i1k m6 A 1
MCC950, m; 30 pmol/L 740Y-P; 91 NLRP3 &M /MM [43]
740Y-P } 5, 10120 pg/ml. # %) 3£ 24 7 B i
MPC-5 NLRP3 4 4 /N X
R B2 7 25, 50 1 100 pmol/L SRR R [44]
41 fits E]
MPC-5 STZ % 5 # DKD 50 F1 100 1/L; NF«B/NLRP3 4 5 (4
J— 5 %S0 *_ pmol/ K A7 14 4 i [45]
4 ffd /MR 15130 mg/kg BT
A 5B
o STZ % %# DKD 5H110 mg/kg T 5 # ; NF-«B/p65
N-Z 14 e 2 1 A . . [47]
N 500 mg/kg NAC /NLRP3/TXNIP 5%
(NAC)
B /NG b Rz 4 HFD/STZi%% 5, 10120 pmol/L;
YR E A NF-«B(p65)/NLRP3 {55 48
nE (NRK-52E 41 fifg ) i) DKD & F 20 mg/kg KBlp65) e Ll
HK-2 NLRP3 % % /IMA J AH
LWE db/db /N 5, 10 115 pmol/L ;200 mg/kg SR A [49]
2 il E]
HBZY-1
R - 20 140 pmol/L NF-«B fI NLRP3 44 % [50]
HBZY-1 100 pmol/L MCC950; NLRP3-caspase-1-1L.-18/
il 45 . MCC950 [51]
4 ffd 80 pmol /L # iz IL-18
HBZY-1 Sirt-1/NF-«B 5 F i NL-
&R 20 F1 40 1/L 52
SHER _— 140 pmo RP3 %1k [52]
HFD/STZi%E%
o 2 - 20 140 mg/kg Caspase-1 NLRP3 & JE/ME  [53]
i) DKD /) i,
MPC-5 STZ % F % DKD 50 pmol/L; 14 WA 51 CDKN1B/P70S (54]
. 41 it INER 5, 101 20 mg/kg 6K % Al NLRP3 % 1 /M
ey
HK-2 HFED % S ALEE 10, 20 1 40 1/L;
LA pme RIP3 5 Fi#f NLRP3%is  [55]
21 Jfd JNER 20, 40 il 80 mg/kg
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4 AE B R R R R 1/L;
T3 o e rHn TR AT e 2w B Sk
mg/kg
S HBZY-1 HFD/STZ#% % 20 pmol/L; ROS FINLRES S50k [57]
_ S _RP3 R AE/MA i
“ o @DKD AR 25, 5071 100 mg/kg *
STZ#% %1 DKD NLPR3 %5 /A L JH 743
- %S0 50 mg/kg RAE /M YA x (58]
KE HH
1, 3H110 pmol/L #4451 pmol/L
TR, L MPC-5 STZiFES M DKD  JE W ¥04H 20, 40 180 mg/kg i F4E  Keapl-Nrf2/HO-115 5%l &% [50]
Vb hi A * R i F i NLRP3 %k 0
13.5 mg/kg JE L3R
o HK-2 HFD/STZ#%% 0.5, Ll 2 pmol/L; NLRP3 %6 5 /M 0 F
VA1 A B [60]
41 i i DKD /N i, 5110 mg/kg/day I

— /N Ar T A A WA NLRP3 48 5 /MA 16 B
AHAMFIVER . 20154F, Coll & & L MCC950, Hi K
— PP O SRR L A . 1B NLRP3 & E
ANR B — s R B s RS N A o R
MCC950 i 1 # il NLRP3/caspase-1/11L-18 {5 5 i
%, 22 % db/db(T2DM) /N B9 B B g #2413 L5/ k
SR G TR A0 R A A0 B A AR RE R L R/ B
A R AW K PR & A B AR MCC950 R Y7
Al db/db /N B B T RE DR AR R R R
gk SR, 7E B Ik A B K (streptozocin, STZ)
S PR /N B, MCCO50 I35 T/ BUAR N 1y
AE SAA LB, R TR NER B AR Y ks
ZE LI, MCC950 B 1E DKD 443 F HL ] 14 4 5¢ 4
BB, 3R] e 5 DKD #8r :UARA & . CY-09 2
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Fig 2 Structures of flavonoids and their subclasses
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