
Abstract  The Report to the 20th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) decides to “comprehensively promote 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
through Chinese modernization” as a central 
task, listing nine essential requirements for 
Chinese modernization with the creation 
of a new form of human civilization as its 
goal. This paper analyzes the evolution of 
Chinese modernization led by the CPC 
and the pursuit of civilization, and reveals 
the inner connection and unity between 
Chinese modernization and the new form 
of human civilization. It is helpful to deeply  
understand the historical logic, realistic logic,  
and future logic of Chinese modernization, 
enabling better study and implementation 
of the spirit of the Report to the 20th 
National Congress of the CPC. Also, this 
paper boosts confidence in the path, theory, 
system, culture, and history of building a 
modern socialist country in an all-round 
way and promoting the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation.
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In the Report to the 20th National 

Congress of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), General Secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee Xi Jinping comprehensively 
summarizes the brilliant achievements 
in the socialist modernization drive in 
the new era in ten years, setting out the 
strategic task of building a modern socialist 
country in an all-round way in a new era. 
According to keyword search statistics, 
the Report to the 20th National Congress 
of the CPC mentions “modernization” 
50 times, “Chinese modernization” five 
times, “modernization drive” six times, 
“modern country” 16 times, and “modern 
power” four times. In “Mission and Tasks 
of the CPC in the New Era and the New 
Journey,” Xi makes a new summary of 
the connotation, essential requirements, 
strategic deployment, and important 
principles of Chinese modernization, 
creatively putting forward nine essential 
requirements for Chinese modernization 
with the creation of a new form of human 
civilization as the goal (Xi, 2022, pp. 23–24). 
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The report’s important treatise on Chinese 
modernization is a new major theoretical 
innovation in adapting Marxism to the 
Chinese context and the needs of present times, 
providing a strong institutional guarantee 
and guidance for the overall advancement of 
Chinese modernization in the new era and 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

Chinese modernization and the new 
form of human civilization are important 
parts of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. 
Xi, when addressing in the meeting for the 
100th anniversary of the CPC, says that, by 
upholding and developing socialism with 
Chinese characteristics and promoting 
coordinated development of material, 
political, spiritual, social and ecological 
progress, China has created a Chinese path 
to modernization and a new form of human 
civilization (Xi, 2021, p. 2). This scientific 
assertion connects Chinese modernization 
with the new form of human civilization, 
revealing the inner relation between them, 
and providing a fundamental guideline 
for advancing Chinese modernization in 
the context of the new form of human 
civilization. The internal relationship 
between Chinese modernization and the 
new form of human civilization allows 
interpretation from various perspectives. 
Historical materialism believes there to 
be a dialectical unity relationship between 
the evolution of civilization form and the 
reform of social development path, as is 
the case with the relationship between 
Chinese modernization and the new form 
of human civilization. Some scholars, based 
on their generative logic, argue that Chinese 
modernization and the new form of 

human civilization are impossible without 
adapting the basic tenets of Marxism 
to China’s realities and fine traditional 
Chinese culture (hereinafter referred to as 
“the two combinations”). And they believe 
there is an inherent consistency between 
the two. Other scholars, based on analysis 
of their interaction, hold that Chinese 
modernization has opened up a new form 
of human civilization, and the new form 
of human civilization has standardized 
Chinese modernization. However, it is 
one-sided and inaccurate to define the 
relationship between them only from 
the philosophical or logical perspective. 
Chinese modernization keeps developing, 
so does the new form of human civilization. 
Both have presented, are presenting, and 
will present a variety of future-oriented 
possibilities in the continuous process 
of self-development. Therefore, to 
grasp the relationship between Chinese 
modernization and the new form of human 
civilization, Chinese should master the 
regularity of pursuing civilization in the 
course of Chinese modernization, and the 
value guidance of the new form of human 
civilization to Chinese modernization in the 
meaning expression of civilization pursuit.

The report says that Chinese 
modernization, a socialist modernization 
led by the CPC, has the common features 
of modernization of all countries, but more 
importantly, it has Chinese characteristics 
based on its own national conditions (Xi, 
2022, p. 22). Chinese modernization has 
defined a new direction, reached a new 
stage, and achieved new development in the 
transformation of the principal contradiction 
in modern Chinese society. Socialism with 
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Chinese characteristics has entered a new 
era. While struggling to push Chinese 
modernization, Chinese should, in the 
narrative paradigm of the new form of human 
civilization, make Chinese modernization 
more appealing and radiative, bringing the 
study and practice of modernization to new 
a height, and comprehensively promoting 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
through Chinese modernization.

1	 The Evolution Course of 
Chinese Modernization

The CPC, a party that always makes the 
people the central focus of development, 
continues to solve the principal problems in 
society by raising productivity. The principal 
contradiction in society is a key constraint on 
social development, but also a driving force 
for the continuous development of Chinese 
modernization. Chinese modernization is 
advancing to a higher level in the movement 
of the principal contradiction in society. 
Amid the persistent pursuit of civilization, 
China is creating a new form of human 
civilization and practicing Marx’s great idea 
on the transformation of modern civilization. 

1.1   	 The Victory of the New-
Democratic Revolution Solved 
the Contradictions between 
Imperialism and Chinese Nation 
and between Feudalism and the 
People, Opening up a New Road of 
National Modernization Featuring 
Independence and Liberation of 
the People, and Setting the Goal of 
Reviving the Chinese Civilization

Stretching back more than 5,000 years, 

the Chinese civilization has long held a 
leading position in the development of 
human society with its splendid material 
and spiritual civilization. However, the 1840 
Opium War brought “humiliation to the 
country, hardship to the people and disgrace 
to the civilization” (Xi, 2021, p. 2). The 
principal contradictions in modern Chinese 
society were the contradiction between 
imperialism and the Chinese nation, and 
that between feudalism and the people 
(The Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC 
Central Committee, 2021, Nov. 17, p. 1).

Against this backdrop, lots of 
people with lofty ideals actively sought 
ways to save the nation from subjugation 
and ensure its survival. Westernization 
Movement advocated “Chinese learning 
as the fundamental structure and Western 
learning for practical application.” “Six 
gentlemen of the Hundred Days Reform” 
petitioned for implementing constitutional 
monarchy. The Revolution of 1911 led 
by Mr. Sun Yat-sen held high the “Three 
Principles of the People” (Nationalism, 
Democracy, and the People’s Livelihood). 
The New Culture Movement advocated 
the new morality and opposed the old 
morality. To lift the Chinese nation out of 
its backward situation and vulnerability 
to attacks, Chinese intellectuals began to 
learn about Western artifacts, institutions, 
and ideas. These approaches, though quite 
effective in promoting and mobilizing the 
broad masses of the people, failed to change 
the nature of China’s semi-colonial and 
semi-feudal society, for they were divorced 
from China’s concrete reality. The shock of 
the October Revolution brought Marxism-
Leninism to the Chinese people (Party 
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Literature Research Office of the CPC 
Central Committee, 1991b, pp. 1, 471). 
Marxism became a powerful ideological 
weapon for realizing the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation. The CPC with 
Mao Zedong as the main representative 
combined the revolutionary theory with 
the concrete reality of China, insisting 
that “history should not be cut off” and 
devoted to creating a Marxism “that fits 
China’s condition and is popular among the 
Chinese people” (Party Literature Research 
Office of the CPC Central Committee, 
1991a, p. 534). In On New Democracy, 
Mao further explained the historical 
thinking of not cutting off history, clearly 
putting forward the goal of constructing 
a national, scientific, and popular culture 
(Party Literature Research Office of the 
CPC Central Committee, 1991a, p. 708). He 
stressed the need to transform the ignorant 
and backward China ruled by an old culture 
into an advanced and civilized China ruled 
by a new culture (Party Literature Research 
Office of the CPC Central Committee, 
1991a, p. 663). He called on practical 
actions to establish the role of “communists 
as the most excellent inheritors of Chinese 
culture” (Han, 2019, Nov. 1, p. 5). The 
CPC led the Chinese people in 28 years of 
bloody struggle to achieve the great victory 
of the New Democratic Revolution, putting 
an end to the authoritarian oppression of 
the people by the old capitalist and feudal 
civilization, opening a new chapter of 
national independence and liberation of the 
people, and making a founding contribution 
to the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation with the historical thinking of not 
chopping off history.

1.2   	 During the Period 
of Socialist Revolution and 
Construction, the Contradictions 
between the Working Class and 
the Bourgeoisie and between the 
Socialist Road and the Capitalist 
Road Were Resolved. The 
Adjustment and Recovery of the 
National Economy Resolved the 
Contradiction between a Backward 
Agricultural Country and an 
Advanced Industrial Country, Laying 
the Fundamental Political Premise 
and Institutional Foundation 
for Chinese Modernization, and 
Creating Ideological and Cultural 
Environment and Conditions for the 
Pursuit of Socialist Civilization

In 1952, after land reform was basically 
completed, the Party Central Committee put 
forward the general line for the transitional 
period: Socialist industrialization should 
be gradually realized over a long period 
of time and the “Three Great Remolding” 
(the socialist transformation of agriculture, 
handicraft industry, capitalist industry and 
commerce) should be gradually realized. 
The victory of the “Three Great Remolding” 
eliminated the exploiting class of private 
ownership and established the socialist 
system of public ownership of the means 
of production. “From each according to 
his\her ability, to each according to his\
her work” was established as the socialist 
distribution principle, and the people 
became true masters of the country. 
Socialist transformation greatly aroused the 
enthusiasm of the broad masses of workers 
and raised productivity. With the resolution 
of the contradictions between the working 
class and the bourgeoisie, and between the 
socialist road and the capitalist road, the 
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proletarian power was further consolidated. 
As socialism entered the primary stage, 
the principal contradiction in Chinese 
society became that between a backward 
agricultural country and an advanced 
industrial country, and between the ever-
growing material and cultural needs of the 
people and backward social production. 
The international situation in the 1960s 
strengthened the CPC’s determination to 
give priority to the development of heavy 
industry and a strong national defense. In 
1964, when addressing the first session of 
the Third National People’s Congress, Zhou 
Enlai put forward the Four Modernizations 
for the first time in the Report on the Work 
of the State Council.

Socialist transformation and the 
adjustment and recovery of the national 
economy resolved the contradictions between 
the working class and the bourgeoisie, 
between the road to socialism and the road 
to capitalism, and between a backward 
agricultural country and an advanced 
industrial country. The socialist system, 
theories, principles, and policies formed by 
the CPC during this period laid the political 
and institutional foundation for the further 
development of Chinese modernization. 
Therefore, Chinese modernization is not 
the modernization of a group or class, 
but the modernization of all the people. 
The civilization pursued by Chinese 
modernization is a socialist civilization. 
During this period, the established socialist 
system, thriving socialist culture and 
improved ideological consciousness of the 
people created an ideological and cultural 
environment and conditions for the pursuit 
of socialist civilization.

1.3   	 Entering the New Stage 
of Reform and Opening Up and 
Socialist Modernization, the 
Contradiction between the Ever-
Growing Material and Cultural 
Needs of the People and Backward 
Social Production Was Resolved, 
Laying a Solid Material Foundation 
for Chinese Modernization and a 
Solid Theoretical and Ideological 
Foundation for Pursuing Socialist 
Civilization

The Third Plenary Session of the 11th 
CPC Central Committee decided to shift 
the focus of the Party’s work to socialist 
modernization. The Sixth Plenary Session 
of the Eleventh Central Committee of the 
CPC made it clear that China was still in 
the primary stage of socialism, and that the 
principal contradiction in Chinese society 
was between the ever-growing material and 
cultural needs of the people and backward 
social production (Party Literature Research 
Office of the CPC Central Committee, 1982, 
p. 839). In the Report to the 12th National 
Congress of the CPC, Deng Xiaoping stressed 
the importance of Chinese modernization, 
opposing mechanic copying of the West 
and following China’s own development 
path, initiating for the first time the historic 
proposition of building socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.

To resist the influence of Western 
decadent ideas on Chinese society as 
reform and opening up deepened, Deng put 
forward the socialist civilization view (Party 
Literature Research Office of the CPC 
Central Committee, 1994, p. 28), stressing 
that the socialist country should be not only 
a high degree of material civilization, but 
a high degree of spiritual civilization. He 
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emphasized the need to promote cultural-
ethical and material development and 
ensure their coordinated development. In 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, amid the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, upheaval in 
Eastern Europe, and fundamental changes 
to the bipolar world pattern, the CPC with 
Jiang Zemin as the main representative put 
forward the important thought of “Three 
Represents,” becoming more aware of 
the importance of democratic political 
construction to the cause of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics. The Report 
to the 13th National Congress of the CPC 
incorporated into the Party’s basic line 
the building of a modern socialist country 
that was prosperous, strong, democratic, 
and culturally advanced, emphasizing the 
importance of civilization in building China 
into a modern socialist country. The Fifth 
Plenary Session of the 15th CPC Central 
Committee put forward new goals such as 
building a well-off society in an all-round 
way, and the Chinese path to modernization 
taking shape. The Report to the 16th CPC 
National Congress made it clear that 
political civilization should be pursued 
as one of the important goals of building 
a well-off society in an all-round way, 
stressing the need to constantly promote 
the coordinated development of socialist 
material progress, political progress and 
spiritual progress (Party Literature Research 
Office of the CPC Central Committee, 
2005, p. 43). Entering the 21st century, 
China was faced with a series of new 
opportunities and challenges in social and 
economic development. The CPC with Hu 
Jintao as the main representative proposed 
the Scientific Outlook on Development, 

and the “Four in One” overall strategy for 
modernization. The Report to the 17th 
National Congress of the CPC put forward 
ecological progress. Chinese modernization 
had a complete system of forms of 
civilization. The development of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics laid a solid 
material and technological foundation for 
Chinese modernization. To tackle problems 
arising from modernization drive at home 
and abroad, especially crises brought about 
by Western modernization (the subjectivity 
crisis of human beings, the legitimacy crisis 
of values, the technical crisis of ecology 
and the “national crisis” of international 
relations), Chinese modernization, with 
its own practice which is sound, scientific, 
systematic and complete, pursued Chinese 
modern civilization form that is beyond the 
Western modern civilization form. From 
material and cultural progress to “four in 
one,” Chinese connotations and Chinese 
characteristics of modern civilization form 
were built, laying a solid theoretical and 
ideological foundation for creating a new 
form of human civilization.

1.4   	 As Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics Entering a New Era, 
the CPC Gradually Realized and 
Was Committed to Resolving the 
Contradiction between Unbalanced 
and Inadequate Development and 
the People’s Ever-Growing Needs 
for a Better Life. Developing the 
Chinese Path to Modernization and 
a New Form of Human Civilization, 
it Embarks on a New Journey toward 
the Great Rejuvenation of the 
Chinese Nation through Chinese 
Modernization 

Since the 18th National Congress of the 
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CPC, the CPC central committee with 
Xi Jinping as the core has, while seeking 
truth from facts, constantly adjusted and 
deepened understanding of the principal 
contradictions and major tasks in light of 
social development and changes. The Report 
to the 19th National Congress of the CPC 
points out that the principal contradiction 
facing Chinese society has evolved into 
one between unbalanced and inadequate 
development and the people’s ever-growing 
need for a better life (Xi, 2021, Aug. 18, p. 
1). This historical shift bears on the overall 
situation and poses new requirements for 
the Party and the country.

Based on the new stage of 
development, embarking on a new journey 
to comprehensively building a modern 
socialist country, the CPC, with a strong 
historical consciousness and historical 
initiative, builds on the past and forges 
ahead with innovation. The CPC leads the 
whole Party and the people to advance 
the great cause of socialist modernization 
with Chinese characteristics. New brilliant 
achievements have been made and will 
continue to be made in economic and 
social development. Amid rapid progress 
in science and technology, high-tech 
industries such as the internet, big data, 
cloud computing, artificial intelligence 
and blockchain register fast growth. As 
urbanization deepens, China has won a 
decisive victory in poverty alleviation, and 
Chinese people have been completely lifted 
out of absolute poverty. China, following 
the building of a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects, sees its economy 
become the second largest in the world 
and its people march towards common 

prosperity. The strategic arrangements for 
achieving the second centenary goal are in 
place. The Chinese nation has achieved the 
transformation from standing up to growing 
rich and becoming strong, kicking off a new 
journey towards the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation. Meanwhile, the Chinese 
path to modernization and the creation 
of a new form of human civilization have 
reached an unprecedented new height and 
stage. Xi, when addressing the conference 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of the CPC, says that the 
Chinese nation has created a new path to 
modernization and a new form of human 
civilization (Xi, 2021, p. 2). Generation after 
generation of CPC have united and led the 
Chinese people in forging ahead, forging 
a path of modernization different from 
that of the West, creating another form of 
human civilization. The Resolution of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China on the Major Achievements and 
Historical Experience of the Party over the 
Past Century makes it clear that, the CPC 
has led the people to successfully embark 
on the Chinese path to modernization, 
creating a new form of human civilization, 
expanding ways for developing countries 
to achieve modernization, and offering 
new choices to countries wishing to speed 
up development while maintaining their 
independence (The Sixth Plenary Session 
of the 19th CPC Central Committee, 2021, 
Nov. 17, p. 1). The central leadership, 
based on a deep understanding of the 
dialectical unity relation between Chinese 
modernization and the new form of human 
civilization, sublimates the civilization 
connotation of the Chinese path to 
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modernization, bringing the theoretical 
connotation and world implication of 
Chinese modernization to a new height. 
The 20th National Congress of the CPC 
blueprints Chinese modernization with 
creating a new form of human civilization 
as the goal. On the way ahead inevitably lies 
great struggles with new historical features. 
Therefore, it is necessary to bear in mind 
the principal contradiction in Chinese 
society following Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era and principles of the 20th 
National Congress of the CPC (Zhang & 
Wang, 2022). Chinese people should always 
rely on ourselves in the development of the 
state and the nation, constantly enriching 
the narrative paradigm of the new form of 
human civilization, and ensuring steady 
progress in Chinese modernization. 

To sum up, first, over the past 
century, the CPC has created conditions 
for Chinese modernization and a new form 
of human civilization by solving principal 
social contradictions, and solved principal 
social contradictions by pushing Chinese 
modernization and creating a new form of 
human civilization. The creation of Chinese 
modernization and a new form of human 
civilization is the inevitable product of the 
movement of principal contradictions of 
Chinese society. The Chinese land is the 
foundation, the Chinese nation is the fertile 
soil, socialism with Chinese characteristics 
is the path to follow, the Chinese people 
are the fundamental force, and the CPC 
is the strong leadership core. Chinese 
modernization and the new form of 
human civilization will surely be enriched 
and developed in the process of solving 

the principal contradictions of Chinese 
society. Second, Chinese modernization 
and the new form of human civilization are 
unified in the historical process of the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The 
two are mutually inclusive, each driving the 
sustainable development of the other. On 
the one hand, Chinese modernization has 
created a new form of human civilization 
through the pursuit of civilization, 
defining the nature of Chinese civilization 
for the new form of human civilization 
through independent transformation and 
development, and shaping the socialist 
attributes for the new form of human 
civilization by following the path of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. 
It has enriched the attributes of modern 
civilization for the new form of human 
civilization by pursuing comprehensive 
and systematic modernization, expanding 
the future civilization attribute for the new 
form of human civilization by advancing 
modernization with Chinese characteristics. 
It plays a decisive role in the development 
of the new form of human civilization. On 
the other hand, the new form of human 
civilization is the culmination and current 
form of the pursuit of Chinese modern 
civilization. As the concrete historical 
product of the “Two Combinations,” 
it has the practice character and the 
development characteristic of Chinese 
modernization. The historical context of 
its own development contains new values, 
new elements and new expressions of 
the development of human civilization. 
Therefore, it is a positive sublation of the 
“old” forms of human civilization produced 
by the “old” paths to modernization. 
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Further, it provides value choice and value 
leadership for Chinese modernization in its 
exploration and development, preventing 
Chinese modernization from falling into 
the mold of Western modernization. 
In the foreseeable future, it can provide 
value and direction for the continuous 
advance of Chinese modernization, helping 
solve the contradiction between human 
modernization and social modernization, 
and that between the modernization 
of some countries and regions and the 
modernization of the whole mankind, 
two contradictions typical to traditional 
modernization. 

2	 Grasping the Profound 
Connotation of Chinese 
Modernization

Chinese modernization has both the 
universality of world modernization and 
distinct particularity. To understand its 
universality presupposes a grand historical 
view of the development of human society. 
Modernization is a dynamic process, and 
a dynamic historical process of constant 
pursuit of what is advanced and leading. 
Specifically, it is the transformation, 
development of human society from an 
agricultural society to an industrial society 
and higher-stage society. Since the industrial 
revolution in the West, all countries in the 
world have pursued modernization through 
study, reference, imitation, catching 
up, improvement, reform, revolution, 
construction and development (Shi, 2021). 
As a late exogenous modernization model, 
Chinese modernization demonstrates 

the universality of modernization, 
such as industrialization, urbanization, 
informatization, marketization and rule of 
law, as well as the phased process, in which 
the goal of modernization is worked out and 
achieved in stages by generations. Successful 
Chinese modernization is inseparable from 
the strong leadership of the CPC and the 
particularity of conforming to China’s 
national conditions, the aspirations of 
the Chinese people and the development 
requirements of the times. According to 
the Report to the 20th National Congress of 
the CPC, Chinese modernization is one of 
a huge population for common prosperity 
for all the people; it is a modernization in 
which material and spiritual civilization 
are in harmony, in which man and nature 
live in harmony, and in which the path 
of peaceful development is followed 
(Xi, 2022, pp. 22–23). This marks the 
Party’s latest understanding of Chinese 
modernization, the new positioning of 
Chinese modernization, and basic guideline 
for deeply understanding the particularity 
of Chinese modernization. 

2.1   	 Chinese Modernization Is 
One with a Huge Population

First, the population is the most basic 
national condition. Over the past century 
when the Party led the modernization, 
the advance and development of 
modernization in each historical period all 
benefited from the positive response and 
proper adjustment to the major problems 
of the population at that time. In modern 
times, China has ranked first in the world 
in population size, a popularization size 
unseen in modern Western countries. 
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Therefore, as a latecomer to modernization, 
China has no ready-made modernization 
textbooks or successful modernization 
experience for reference, much less a ready-
made modernization template to copy. 
Generation after generation of the CPC 
have led the Chinese people in continuing 
the struggle on the Chinese path to 
modernization. Its value orientation, basic 
content, core meaning, theoretical system 
and implementation plan all have distinct 
Chinese characteristics.

Second, demographic conditions are 
not immutable. To achieve modernization 
on the land of China faces major challenges 
that are long-term, urgent, arduous and 
complex. It is necessary to proceed from 
China’s national conditions, facing up 
to profound and complex changes in the 
context of negative population growth, such 
as the aging of people with fewer children 
and regional population imbalance. 
China should modernize its capacity for 
population management, give full play to 
the enthusiasm, initiative, innovation and 
creativity of the vast majority of the people 
in the modernization drive, and inject a 
steady flow of internal impetus into Chinese 
modernization.

Third, building a developing 
country with a population of over 1.4 
billion into a powerful modern country 
is of profound historical significance to 
the world. Chinese modernization means 
modernization for one-fifth of the world’s 
population, a population far bigger than that 
of the developed world. It will significantly 
change the trend and pattern of world 
development and contribute greatly to 
world modernization. Further, it means 

solving the worldwide, century problem of 
how to modernize a super-sized country. 

2.2   	 Chinese Modernization Is 
One for the Common Prosperity for 
All

First, common prosperity, shining with the 
brilliance of Marxist truth, is the beautiful, 
future society conceived by the classic 
Marxist writers. Marx says in his Economic 
Manuscripts (1857–1858) that in the future 
society production will be for the well-being 
of all. Common prosperity is the unswerving 
goal of the CPC, a Marxist political party. 
From the knowledge that poverty is not 
socialism to the great ideal of eliminating 
exploitation and polarization and 
ultimately achieving common prosperity, 
generation after generation of the CPC, in 
light of China’s national conditions and 
development realities at different stages, 
continues to deepen the understanding of 
common prosperity and explore the law of 
achieving common prosperity. 

Second, common prosperity is the 
essential requirement of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. Since the 18th 
National Congress of the CPC, the central 
leadership with Xi as the core gives greater 
priority to common prosperity, deepening 
the understanding of the law of common 
prosperity and engaging in pioneering 
practice from road exploration, theoretical 
interpretation, target deployment and 
other dimensions. Xi (2021, Aug. 18, p. 
1) emphasizes that common prosperity 
is an essential requirement of socialism 
and an important feature of Chinese 
modernization. Common prosperity is not 
only an economic development issue, but 
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a major political issue related to the ruling 
foundation of the Party.

Third, common prosperity is a long-
term historical process. The development 
of productive forces is the material basis 
for common prosperity, and innovation 
of production relations is the institutional 
basis for common prosperity. In essence, 
common prosperity is the long, dynamic, 
complex and arduous historical process 
of the matching of productive forces and 
relations of production. The Report to 
the 20th National Congress of the CPC 
encourages joint efforts to create a better 
life and fulfill people’s aspirations for 
a better life, emphasizing the need to 
improve the distribution system, uphold 
the principle that distribution according to 
work is dominant and multiple modes of 
distribution coexist, ensure more pay for 
more work, encourage people to achieve 
prosperity through hard work, promote 
equality of opportunity, increase the 
income of low-income groups, expand 
the middle-income group, standardize the 
order of income distribution, and improve 
the mechanism for wealth accumulation. It 
encourages people to do the best they can 
and do it according to their abilities (Xi, 
2022, pp. 46–47).

Fourth, common prosperity 
expands the connotation of Chinese 
modernization. Guided by the strategic 
goal of common prosperity for all, Chinese 
modernization is committed to realizing 
the people’s aspiration for a better life. 
Committed to safeguarding and promoting 
social equity and justice, it helps prevent 
polarization, highlighting its transcendence. 
It has opened up a new path and direction 

for the development of human civilization, 
showcasing the lofty value pursuit of the 
new form of human civilization. 

2.3   	 Chinese Modernization 
Features Coordinated Material and 
Spiritual Civilization

First, the relationship between material 
civilization and spiritual civilization 
(hereinafter referred to as “two 
civilizations”) is an important category of 
Marxist theoretical research. The classic 
Marxist writers believe that material 
civilization is the material premise and 
condition of spiritual civilization, and 
the latter provides necessary intellectual 
support for the construction of the former. 
The two are closely related, condition each 
other, and are unified in people’s concrete 
practice.

Second, China should draw lessons 
from the imbalanced and uncoordinated 
two civilizations in world modernization. 
In the modernization of other countries, 
the coordinated development of two 
civilizations does not come easily, much 
less effortlessly. Capitalist countries put 
capital first, resulting in overwhelming 
materialism, material desire, spiritual 
decline, moral decline, civilization disease 
and other drawbacks. Amid mounting 
imbalance and disharmony between the 
two civilizations, the inherent contradiction 
of capitalism makes it almost an impossible 
task to solve the above-mentioned ills 
through reform and other means. 

Third, China should deepen the 
coordinated development of the two 
civilizations. From the great idea of new 
democratic civilization to achieving 
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material progress and fostering an advanced 
culture and ideology, from a Three-Sphere 
Integrated Plan to a Four-Sphere Integrated 
Plan and then to a Five-Sphere Integrated 
Plan (economic, political, cultural, social, 
and ecological progress), the CPC continues 
to adapt Marxism to China’s conditions 
and the need of the times, and deepens its 
understanding of the two civilizations. For 
generations the CPC has led the whole 
nation in resolute struggle, coordinating 
the modernization of the two civilizations, 
solving the global problem of imbalance 
and incoordination between the two 
civilizations facing economic growth, and 
transcending Western modernization. 

Fourth, material and spiritual 
prosperity are the fundamental requirements 
of socialist modernization. Without a 
thriving socialist culture, there would be no 
great practice of socialist modernization. In 
the face of profound global changes unseen in 
a century, the goal of two-step development 
and the coordinated development of the 
two civilizations requires the CPC to take 
a systematic and sound approach to the 
dialectical unity of two civilizations, aligning 
the two civilizations in the overall historical 
process of modernization, and promoting 
the overall improvement of Chinese society.

2.4   	 Chinese Modernization 
Features Harmonious Coexistence 
between Man and Nature

First, the harmonious coexistence 
between man and nature shines with the 
brilliance of ecological justice. Capitalist 
countries, by incorporating ecology into 
capital appreciation, follow a path of 
modernization of treatment after pollution. 

Capitalist countries are still on a track 
against environmental protection. By sharp 
contrast, the harmonious coexistence of 
man and nature has become the consensus 
of the whole Party and society. The CPC 
has the most resolute attitude, the strongest 
actions and the most systematic planning 
in balancing ecological protection and 
economic development.

Second, the CPC has strengthened 
its overall leadership in ecological progress. 
Since the 18th National Congress of the 
CPC, the central leadership with Xi as the 
core gives priority to ecological progress, 
including ecological progress in the Five-
Sphere Integrated Plan, making harmonious 
coexistence between man and nature a 
basic strategy for upholding and developing 
socialism with Chinese characteristics 
in the new era, and incorporating green 
development into the new concept of 
development. Amid pollution prevention 
and control as one of the three key battles, 
building China into a beautiful country has 
become part of the drive of building a great 
modern socialist country by the middle of 
this century.

Third, pivotal to harmonious 
coexistence between man and nature is 
green development. Xi (2022, pp. 49–
50), when addressing the 20th National 
Congress of the CPC, points out that 
nature is the basic condition for human 
survival and development; that respecting, 
adapting to and protecting nature are 
inherent requirements for comprehensively 
building a modern socialist country; and 
that people should bear in mind that lucid 
waters and lush mountains are invaluable 
assets, ensuring harmonious coexistence 
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between man and nature in pursuit of 
economic development. The report charts 
the course for modernization of man-
nature harmonious coexistence, namely 
speeding up the green transformation of 
our development model, enhancing the 
diversity, stability and sustainability of the 
ecosystem, deepening the prevention and 
control of environmental pollution, and 
working steadily towards the goal of carbon 
peaking and carbon neutrality. 

Fourth, China actively fulfills its 
international responsibility for ecological 
conservation. Given that ecological progress 
is a long-term and systematic project, China 
has, while strengthening ecological progress 
at home, promoted global sustainable 
development, working hard towards the 
goals of carbon peak and carbon neutrality 
and biodiversity in environmental 
protection. All this has demonstrated 
China’s commitment to an ecological 
civilization. Chinese modernization of 
man-nature harmonious coexistence is 
gaining traction.

2.5   	 Chinese Modernization 
Features Peaceful Development

First, Chinese modernization is committed 
to developing itself while maintaining 
world peace. Capitalist modernization 
aims at capital appreciation, follows the 
logic of capital, and serves the interests of 
the bourgeoisie. Its political logic is that a 
strong country must seek hegemony. Marx 
profoundly points out that capital came 
into the world dripping with blood and dirt 
from head to toe, from every pore (Central 
Compilation and Translation Bureau, 2009, 
p. 871). Pursuing peaceful development is 

a strategic choice by the CPC based on its 
accurate judgment of the development trend 
of the times and in line with the fundamental 
interests of the people. It firmly refutes the 
clash of civilizations theory, civilization 
game theory, civilization center theory, and 
end of history theory.

Second, Chinese modernization 
vigorously safeguards world peace through 
its own development. Since its founding, 
China has never initiated a war, stirred up 
conflicts or invaded the territory of any 
other country. China’s foreign policy has 
always been one of safeguarding world peace 
and promoting common development. The 
20th National Congress of the CPC sends 
a message that China is firmly determined 
and confident to follow the path of peaceful 
development and modernization, oppose all 
forms of hegemonism and power politics, 
and follow its own path of development. 
China will never interfere in other 
countries’ development models, much 
less forcibly export China’s experience or 
solutions, forcefully refuting the “China 
threat theory.”

Third, Chinese modernization 
promotes the common development of all 
countries and creates a better future for 
mankind. The CPC pursues and upholds 
peace, leading the Chinese people in pursuit 
of modernization with the aim to make 
China strong but never seek hegemony. 
While promoting cooperation in the Belt 
and Road Initiative, the CPC pushes the 
building of a system of win-win cooperation 
and opening-up. It promotes the building 
of a new type of international relations 
based on the common values of mankind, 
encouraging countries to follow the path 
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of peaceful development with the vision 
of a community with a shared future for 
mankind, and working tirelessly to improve 
global governance with multilateralism as 
the norm. 

3	 Chinese Modernization 
Contributes to the Great 
Rejuvenation of the Chinese 
Nation

When addressing on the 20th National 
Congress of the CPC, Xi points out that 
the central task of the CPC is to unite and 
lead the people in building China into 
a great modern socialist country in all 
respects and realizing the second centenary 
goal, and promote the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation through Chinese 
modernization. The Report to the 20th 
National Congress of the CPC expounds 
on the Chinese characteristics and essential 
requirements of Chinese modernization 
and major principles that must be firmly 
grasped, drawing a grand blueprint for 
comprehensively building a modern 
socialist country and comprehensively 
promoting the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. It charts the course for 
the development of the cause of the Party 
and the country in the new era and the 
realization of the second centenary goal.

3.1   	 Upholding the Leadership 
of the CPC Is the Fundamental 
Guarantee for Chinese 
Modernization and the Great 
Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation

Since its birth, the CPC has been determined 

to save the nation and build it into a strong 
country. By injecting revolutionary ideals, 
spirit and perseverance into Chinese 
modernization, it has found a revolution, 
construction and development path that 
conforms to China’s national conditions, 
the law of governance by the CPC, the law 
of socialist construction, and the law of 
human society development (Shi, 2021), 
creating the Chinese path to modernization 
in the process of uniting and leading the 
Chinese people in the modernization of the 
country. Upholding the leadership of the 
CPC is the political guarantee for Chinese 
modernization. It is the solid political 
foundation for the CPC to lead the Chinese 
people to carry out the proletarian revolution, 
establish socialist state sovereignty and 
promote Chinese modernization. It is the 
process in which the CPC leads reform 
and opening up, and achieves progress in 
economic development through economic 
restructuring and technological revolution, 
thus accelerating Chinese modernization. 
It is the ideological and theoretical basis 
for the CPC to carry forward the tradition 
and pursue innovation, constantly adapting 
Marxism to Chinese conditions and the 
needs of the times, and equipping the whole 
Party and the whole nation with the latest 
theoretical achievements of Marxism. It is 
the strong spiritual support for the CPC to 
carry forward the fine traditional Chinese 
culture, draw on the achievements of 
modernization of mankind, and break the 
superstition that equals modernization with 
Westernization, thus promoting Chinese 
modernization. Marx points out in his 
Das Kapital that all direct social labor or 
common labor of a larger scale needs, to 
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a greater or lesser extent, to be directed, 
in order to coordinate the activities of 
individuals and carry out the movement 
of production as a whole (Central 
Compilation and Translation Bureau,  
2001, p. 384). Without the strong leadership 
of the CPC, Chinese modernization would 
be impossible in China, a country of over 
1.4 billion people. To build China into a 
modern socialist country in an all-round 
way, China must be firmly committed to the 
“two establishments” and “two upholds,” 
ensuring that Chinese modernization is 
always on the right track. 

3.2   	 Deepening Understanding of 
the Law of Chinese Modernization 
and the New Form of Human 
Civilization

Chinese modernization is committed 
to realizing Marx’s great idea about the 
transformation of modern civilization, 
rather than reaching some standards for 
Western modernization. The CPC, while 
improving productive forces, actively creates 
a new form of civilization beyond capitalist 
civilization. The new form of human 
civilization is the Chinese form of a modern 
civilization formed in pursuit of Chinese 
modernization. Chinese modernization is 
a dynamic process of continuous evolution 
and development. The new form of human 
civilization is a dynamic process of constant 
exploration, enrichment and improvement. 
People have deepened their understanding 
of the connotation and law of Chinese 
modernization and the profound meaning 
of the new form of human civilization. First, 
Chinese modernization and the new form 
of human civilization are unified in the 

historical process of the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation. In the future, China 
shall strive to realize the dynamic unity of 
Chinese modernization and the new form 
of human civilization, push society to a 
higher stage and bring the development of 
civilizations to a higher level. According 
to Marx’s theory of three social forms, 
after getting rid of human dependence and 
shaking off dependence on things, human 
society is nearer to communism where 
human freedom and all-round development 
are fully realized. Second, only Chinese 
modernization can provide practical 
support for the continuous development 
of the new form of human civilization. 
Only by enriching and developing the new 
forms of human civilization can the CPC 
provide continuous values and guidelines 
for Chinese modernization. On the one 
hand, people should, while bearing in 
mind the basic Chinese conditions and 
the principal contradictions, deepen the 
understanding of the law of Chinese 
modernization in terms of leadership 
core, the ultimate goal, value orientation, 
road choice, and strategic planning. In 
this way, Chinese modernization, by 
virtue of emancipating the mind, seeking 
truth from facts and keeping pace with 
the times, will, in the process of historical 
practice, the perfection of richness and 
pioneering leap, create conditions for the 
enrichment and development of the new 
form of human civilization. On the other 
hand, Chinese should tap into theoretical 
resources and practice of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics, combine the 
general laws and universal laws of human 
civilization development, and grasp the 
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environment, conditions and reality facing 
socialism with Chinese characteristics in 
the new era. Constant efforts should be 
made to construct the narrative paradigm 
and modern practice form of the new form 
of human civilization, so that it will play a 
role in pushing the structuring and choice, 
innovation and optimization, refinement 
and sublimation of Chinese modernization. 

3.3   	 Opening Up New Prospects 
for Chinese Modernization by 
Grasping the Particularity of 
Chinese Characteristics

Chinese modernization has both the 
common features of global modernization 
and Chinese characteristics. It has a 
strong, lasting and sustainable vitality. 
Combining the basic principle of Marxism 
with the concrete reality of China in the 
Chinese path of development is the basic 
conclusion that the Party has drawn from 
long-term revolution and construction. 
When summarizing socialist construction 
experience and lessons, Deng Xiaoping 
has formally proposed the Chinese path to 
modernization at the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee in March 1979, 
a major proposition in line with national 
conditions. Since then, the CPC has deepened 
its understanding of the modernization 
drive and, with mature strategy and 
expanded practice, great achievements have 
been made in Chinese modernization. The 
Report to the 20th National Congress of 
the CPC has made it clear that, in essence, 
Chinese modernization requires upholding 
the leadership of the CPC and socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, developing 
people’s democracy throughout and 

enriching the people’s spiritual world, with 
the aim to achieve common prosperity to 
all and harmonious coexistence between 
man and nature, promote the building 
of a community with a shared future for 
mankind, and create a new form of human 
civilization (Xi, 2022, p. 24). History 
and practice have proved that Chinese 
modernization is not simply copying a 
template of modernization, nor is it a copy 
of Western modernity. Rather, it calls for 
grasping and following the universal law of 
modernization, understanding and solving 
the defects, contradictions and dilemmas 
of Western modernization, recognizing 
and tackling unique problems facing 
Chinese society, and resolving complex 
contradictions to create new particularities. 
As embarking on a new journey of 
modernization, China should rise to a 
series of difficulties, risks and challenges, 
take the historical initiative with historical 
consciousness, and carry forward the spirit 
of struggle. While continuing to develop 
new connotations, new features, new 
tasks, new goals, new requirements, and 
new principles of Chinese modernization, 
China should promote political, economic, 
cultural, social, educational, health, 
national defense, security, foreign affairs 
and environmental development. All these 
efforts will inject continuous impetus into 
Chinese modernization. 

3.4   	 Promoting Chinese 
Modernization through Highlighting 
Its Universal Significance

Modernization and civilization transformation 
are common issues facing all countries 
in the world. Marxism holds that human 
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society inevitably goes through primitive 
society, slave society, feudal society, capitalist 
society, and finally reaches communist 
society (socialist society is the first stage 
of communist society). Development 
experience of countries around the world 
shows that, strategies of modernization 
and civilization transformation in non-
western societies can be summarized as three 
orientations. The first is rejectionism, or 
rejecting modernization and Westernization. 
For example, Japan drove away all Westerners 
out of its territory in the mid-17th century. 
Then, it was forced to open its doors in 1854 
under pressure from the United States Navy. 
It started to copy the Western approach after 
the Meiji Restoration in 1868. The second 
is Kemalism, or embracing modernization 
and Westernization. For example, Egypt 
and Africa gradually sank into a painful 
situation in cultural Westernization 
without technological modernization. The 
third is reformism, namely embracing 
modernization but rejecting Westernization, 
attempting to combine modernization 
with the main values, practices and 
institutions of local culture. For example, 
the Westernization Movement advocated 
and practiced “Chinese learning as the 
fundamental and Western learning for 
application” (Samuel, 2002, pp. 51–57). A 
look at the specific practice and effects of 
countries around the world shows that these 
three paths only reduced the countries to “a 
state at a loss” (Samuel, 2002, p. 1118). As a 
latecomer to modernization, socialist China 
has not only crossed the Kaftin Gorge, but 
blazed a new path of Chinese modernization, 
making a forceful declaration that 
modernization is not Westernization, 

and inspiring all developing countries to 
freely explore modernization models and 
paths suited to their national conditions. 
Chinese modernization is people-centered, 
free from polarization, class contradiction, 
environmental deterioration, social unrest 
and other modern crises peculiar to the 
capital-centric, Western modernization. 
China has created two miracles: rapid 
economic development and long-term 
social stability, declaring that modernization 
is not equal to capitalism and improving the 
theoretical framework of modernization. 
Chinese modernization, committed to 
peaceful development and mutual benefit, 
replaces self-interest and exclusivity of 
Western modernization with equality 
and opening-up, revealing that primitive 
accumulation of modern capital is not equal 
to bloody and dirty hegemonic politics and 
power plunder, but the whole nation united 
in struggle and glorious labor. Because of its 
global significance, Chinese modernization 
embodies the universal experience and 
wisdom of human modernization, offering 
to other countries, especially the vast number 
of developing countries, a choice of the new 
path of modernization. Of course, China 
should not take a static approach to Chinese 
modernization, for it features constant 
development and innovation. Never will 
China take Chinese modernization as a 
standard model, solidify it and promote it. 

3.5   	 Expanding the Scope of 
Chinese Modernization in the 
Narrative Paradigm of the New 
Form of Human Civilization

Chinese modernization, based on the value 
norm of Chinese civilization view such as 
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diversity of civilizations, mutual learning 
among civilizations, and promoting 
development through exchanges among 
civilizations, completely abandons the 
so-called single civilization historical 
view of Western developed countries to 
safeguard their own interests based on 
strength. It transcends estrangement, 
conflict and superiority through exchanges, 
mutual learning and coexistence among 
civilizations (Chen, 2022), marking a 
critical transcendence of the Western logic 
of “clash of civilizations” and “a strong 
country is bound to seek hegemony.” Over 
the years, civilization has been viewed as 
exclusive to Western developed countries, 
or even a synonym for advanced Western 
countries, while weak countries have no 
civilization at all. Universal civilization 
has become a justification and a legitimate 
cloak for the West’s overall domination 
of other societies, including cultural 
domination. Universal values label 
“freedom, democracy, human rights and 
fraternity” as the universal interests of 
all mankind, creating thought traps and 
monopolizing discourse hegemony, posing 
the greatest threat to world peace today 
and in the foreseeable future. Chinese 
civilization, drawing on the world outlook 
of Chinese civilization, believes that the 
diversity of human civilization is the driving 
force, source, condition and foundation 
for the sustainable development of human 
civilization (Yu, 2017). Relying on the great 
achievements in Chinese modernization, 
China calls on efforts to build a collective 
historical narrative force in which people of 
all countries participate on an equal footing. 
With the Belt and Road Initiative, common 

values of all mankind “peace, development, 
fairness, justice, democracy and freedom,” 
a community with a shared future for 
mankind, China depicts a consensual 
civilization that conforms to the universal 
will and needs of all mankind. Facing the 
global profound changes unseen in a century, 
Xi points out that, pivotal to handling 
complex situations is a good knowledge of 
rules and an ability of using rules to deal with 
problems (Party Literature Research Office 
of the CPC Central Committee, 2016, p. 67). 
In the new era, peace and development 
remain the theme of present times. The 
new form of human civilization, or the 
present form of Chinese civilization, is a 
new form of world civilization. Its narrative 
structure must focus on the realistic context 
of Chinese modernization. In addition, it is 
crucial to seek constructive forces from the 
interaction between Chinese modernization 
and the modernization of the world, and tell 
well the story of the CPC and the story of 
Chinese modernization. It is important to 
show the world what kind of civilization 
the Chinese civilization is and what kind of 
country China is. It is necessary to translate 
growing China’s national strength into a 
driving force for global governance, turning 
the achievements in Chinese modernization 
into public goods for global governance. 
It is also necessary to create a favorable 
international environment for the all-round 
advancement of Chinese modernization by 
engaging countries in building a human 
community with a shared future. 
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