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Training the crated behavior of the Asian elephant

Ran Qifu, Ou Jie, Yuan Li’
Chongqing Zoo Management Office, Chongqing 400050, China

Abstract [Objectives]The difficulties in crating and transporting captive Asian elephants and their suscep-
tibility to stress were solved to improve animal welfare and enhance the safety of long-distance transportation
to provide feasible and practical solutions and technical basis for the transportation of captive large wild ani-
mals with good welfare.[Methods]The positive reinforcement training method was used to conduct 48 days of
training including the establishment of affinity, desensitization, crating, intubation, door closure, and behavioral
consolidation with effective training period of 35 days on a captive adult male Asian elephant named as Xixi
weighing approximately 4 tons at Chongqing zoo from April 1 to May 18, 2024.[Results]The elephant entered
the customized crate voluntarily and steadily, and tolerated operations including intubation and door closure af-
ter the phased training. It remained calm in the fully enclosed crate for more than 30 minutes and successfully
completed the long-distance transportation of nearly 4 000 kilometers without severe responses to stress
throughout the journey. Stable trainers, low-disturbance environment and properly fitted safety equipment were
critical to the efficiency of training and the safety of operation. The original steel pipes had safety hazards, but
the efficiency of training increased by about 30% after replacing it with a push-pull rods.[Conclusions]Step-by-
step positive reinforcement behavioral training can significantly alleviate the symptoms of stress in Asian el-

ephants during crating and transportation, and improve animal welfare.
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