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Editorial
Architectural research aims to
reveal complete optimization
approaches as well as their reg-
ulations on urban and rural built
environments. It involves not
only natural and engineering
sciences, but also more exten-
sive disciplines such as social

sciences and humanities. Defin-
ing architectural study is not as
easy as defining other engineer-
ing sciences. On the other hand,
it is full of technical rationalities
compared with social huma-
nities. Architectural research

needs to apply interdisciplinary cognitions and research methods. Based
on grasping architectural technologies, it also needs to consider the
premise of personal factors and environmental sustainability. The
development of architectural technology is facing the challenges of
social ethics, which require architectural research to deal with the
interaction or tension between humanity and technology.

The design guidelines and basic principles followed by Architec-
ture are always perfected with time and society evolution, which
have developed from the earliest ‘‘durability, utility, and beauty’’ to
the present ‘‘architecture, people, and environment’’. All subjects
considered by Architecture undergo rapid development in both
width and depth.

In recent decades, especially since the new millennium, Archi-
tecture has produced a series of breakthroughs in concepts, theories,
methods, and applications. The breakthroughs have been generated
under the combined influence of attentions to sustainability, urban
transformation, digital technology, and contemporary art. The
frontiers of architectural research include: (1) urban and architec-
tural design theories and methods based on the idea of sustain-
ability; (2) integration and innovation of urban and building design
technologies reflecting the general scientific and technological
advancement; (3) application of digital technology in Architecture;
and (4) urban history research and architectural heritage conserva-
tion under the background of globalization. These four subjects are
the hotspots for scholars in the current architectural research field.
nt matter & 2012 Higher Education Press
oduction and hosting by Elsevier B.V. All rights

esponsibility of Southeast University.
0.1016/j.foar.2012.04.001

ion and hosting by Elsevier
To respond to the changes of research hotspots and to promote
academic exchanges among scholars, architects, and engineers,
we have proposed to launch Frontiers of Architectural Research
(FoAR) in 2012. FoAR is supervised by the Ministry of Education of
China, published by the Higher Education Press, peer-reviewed
under the responsibility of the School of Architecture at South-
east University, and produced and hosted by Elsevier.

FoAR publishes original research papers, review articles, and
case studies. Topics include but not limited to:
�
 Architectural design and theory.
�
 Architectural science and technology.
�
 Urban planning.
�
 Landscaping architecture.
�
 Existing building renovation and architectural heritage
conservation.

�
 Education for architects, urban planners, and other architec-

ture related professions.

The journal encourages papers to take a rigorous scientific

approach and apply state-of-the-art technology. High standard papers
dealing with the social aspects of architecture are also welcome.

FoAR has a strong international editorial board with inter-
disciplinary backgrounds. The editorial board is responsible for
topic selection, academic quality control, and important deci-
sions of the journal. All submitted papers will be peer reviewed.
Accepted papers will be published on Elsevier’s ScienceDirect and
can be accessed freely.

We sincerely welcome scholars, architects, engineers, students,
and other related professionals to submit their papers for publication.
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