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ranking on the one hand and the impact of U.S. closing-door politics on the other,
the pattern of study-abroad might be, and indeed is, undergoing drastic changes
in the post-pandemic era. It remains to be seen whether the findings of the book
will still hold their ground in future in the wake of these new trends.

ZHAO Kuo
Renmin University of China

E-mail: zhaokuo@ruc.edu.cn

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11516-020-0032-6

R E A2 B W9T [Research on social education during the Republican period].
Jil Mg [Zhou, Huimei]. Kb, 1 : HIFgHH HR+E [Changsha, China: Hunan
Education Publishing House], 2019. 659 pp. + Preface + Bibliography +
Afterward, (hardcover), ¥215, ISBN: 978-7-553-96532-1.

The creation of a strong and modernized nation-state had been the objective of
Chinese statesmen since the Qing Empire’s defeat in the First Opium War of
1842. A modern country, one able to compete with rival powers, requires a
vigorous citizenry capable of meeting the demands of its political leaders.'
Recent works by eminent historians have shed light on educational campaigns
orchestrated by rulers, officials, and educators to mould ordinary Chinese men
and women into patriotic citizens who were able and willing to defend China
when it was confronted by either internal division or external danger.” In this

' See Stephen R. Halsey (2015). Quest for Power: European Imperialism and the Making of
Chinese Statecraft. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

2 See Chen Xiuxia (2005). Life and Works of Chinese Educator H. C. Chen (1892-1982).
Beijing, China: Beijing Society on H. C. Chen’s Educational Theory and Practice; Margaret
Mih Tillman (2018). Raising China’s Revolutionaries: Modernizing Childhood for
Cosmopolitan Nationalists and Liberated Comrades, 1920s—1950s. New York, NY: Columbia
University Press; Peter Zarrow (2015). Educating China: Knowledge, Society and Textbooks in
a Modernizing World, 1902—1937. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
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excellent monograph, Professor Zhou Huimei examines the Chinese history of
social education (shehui jiaoyu #1232 1), a pedagogical approach highly popular
during the Republican period that sought to produce citizens that were cognizant
of their rights, privileges, and obligations as members of a national community
through the establishment of libraries and museums, the strengthening of adult
education programmes, and the delivery of public lectures that promoted
nationalism and advocated national unity (pp. 87-88).

In addition to a Preface written by the series’ editor, an Introduction, and an
Afterward, this monograph is made up of eight core chapters. The chapters
discuss the development of social education in different time periods. Inheriting
such accomplishments of the Qing court as the establishment of public libraries,
educational officials during the first decade of the Republican era were
committed to the transformation of Chinese men and women from imperial
subjects to citizens of a republic through social education (p. 41, p. 53, p. 86).
The warlord era was actually one of the high points of social education in China,
as the famed American educator John Dewey’s first lecture in China in 1919
spurred young intellectuals to educate the general public (pp. 165-168). The
Kuomintang’s (KMT’s) reliance on social education to create a population loyal
to the party-state intensified after it became the ruling Chinese regime in 1927 (p.
262, pp. 265-267). Libraries and museums continued to be built in areas of
China controlled by the KMT even during the height of the Anti-Japanese War, as
the party-state was determined to transform social education into a tool to
enhance social cohesion, and also to heighten nationalistic sentiment when the
regime’s chance of survival against the onslaught of the Japanese Empire was at
best uncertain (pp. 354-356).

This monograph utilizes a prodigious amount of original source materials and
archival resources, such as documents involving social education produced by
universities and governments, also scholarly publications and proceedings of
academic conferences in areas of China that were typically associated with
educational advancement such as Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Nanjing, as well as
in more peripheral regions like Gansu province. While a minor criticism could be
made that this monograph is not easily accessible to the general public due the
overwhelming amount of vital historical information that the author is trying to
share with her readers, the work will be a valuable resource for historians and
graduate students interested in learning more about the efforts made by educators
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to transform China through social education.

In her analysis focusing on the backgrounds of social educators active in
Jiangsu Provincial Institute of Education in 1934, an elite research center for
social education, Zhou found their median age to be 35.5, meaning that they were
not only relatively young, but were also educators of the same generation with
similar life experiences (p. 513). The fact that the Education Observation Group
of the League of Nations praised the state of Chinese adult education in 1932
meant that social education had reached one of its high points in China when
social educators who were born in the sunset era of imperial rule reached their
professional prime. Public libraries, an important feature of social education,
were actually introduced to China by Qing officials, showing that even educators
who were not interested in the preservation of imperial rule were beneficiaries of
the Empire’s modernization efforts (p. 41, p. 53). Public libraries were introduced
to China in ways that accommodated local values and traditions, as they were
well-stocked with classic Chinese texts (p. 41). Scholars as inquisitive as Hu
Shih and Jiang Menglin (both PhD students of John Dewey) likely took
advantage of public libraries set up by Qing mandarins, a course of action that
contributed to their love of learning and a belief in the transformative effect of
education. Social education was not merely a foreign import to China, since the
social educators featured in this monograph were steeped in classical Chinese
learning before receiving graduate training in Western universities. It is therefore
not surprising that in the 1930s, there were policy initiatives to propagate the
teachings of Confucius through the organization of public festivals all over China
(pp. 247-248). Instead of seeing the introduction of social education into China
as representing a rupture with past educational policies, further research could be
conducted on the degree to which Chinese social educators were able to utilize
the pedagogical methods they learnt overseas to reconfigure traditional values
such as “sense of propriety, justice, honesty and honor” (/i-yi-lian-chi % SCBEHL)
and “the worship of Confucius and the study of the Confucian canon” (zunkong
dujing BILi4) as tools to enhance popular support for various successors to
the Qing regime (p. 247). An irony of the Republican era could be that rulers of
post-imperial China had to govern citizens and inform them of their rights and
obligations through values that, along with the Qing Empire, were supposed to
have become relics of the past.
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This is a historical work of high calibre by a rising scholar who will no doubt
produce more monographs focusing on the educational history of Republican
China. While this lengthy volume written in highly technical language could be
daunting for non-specialists, it is nevertheless a welcome addition to the growing
literature on the history of education in 20th century China.
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John Deweys democratic education and its influence on pedagogy in
China 1917—-1937. Lei Wang. Wiesbaden, Germany: Springer VS, 2019. 329 pp.,
(paperback), €74.99, ISBN: 978-3-658-27567-9.

Dr. Lei Wang’s new book, John Dewey s Democratic Education and Its Influence
on Pedagogy in China 1917-1937, examines Dewey’s thoughts and analysis on,
as well as strategies for China’s reforms in the early 20th century, and the actions
of other Chinese intellectuals who were influenced by Dewey. The book is well
organized and can be divided into three themes: (1) The historical background in
China during Dewey’s visit and his analysis regarding the reconstruction of the
country comprise Chapters 1 to 4, and Chapter 6; (2) misunderstandings and
mistranslations of the lectures Dewey delivered in China are discussed in
Chapter 5; and (3) other Chinese scholars and/or reformers’ beliefs and actions
on pedagogical transformation in China influenced by Dewey are the focus of
Chapters 7 to 12.

Dewey arrived in China just after the May Fourth Movement broke out.
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