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Revolution Behind Madness: Logical Examination About Adorno’s
“Negative Dialectics” and Butler’s Theory of Gender

CHEN Xi

(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Technical Institute of Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Adorno’s “negative dialectics” and Butler’s gender theory are often criticized for their seem-
ingly frenzied theoretical expressions and subversive theoretical constructions, which are said to lack concern
for reality. However, the comparison between these two theories is not limited to such critiques. The simi-
larity in their theoretical starting points has fostered numerous comparative elements of research value. Both
theories construct a context of non-identity through their inquiries into language and concepts, body and sub-
ject, identity and non-identity, thereby reconfiguring the relationship between subject and object and reveal-
ing revolutionary elements of object heterogeneity within a fluid field. Paying attention to the isomorphic
nature of their theoretical contexts and the misunderstood theoretical intentions not only helps to understand
the theoretical connections between Western Marxism and feminism but also aids to inspire more strategies
for combating capitalism.
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