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Marx’s Consumption Theory and Its Contemporary Value

QIN Beibei, ZHANG Wenwen"
(School of Marxism, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: Marx’ s theory of consumption is an important component of Marxist political economy. Its
core lies in revealing the dialectical relationship between consumption and production, distribution,
exchange, and criticizing the alienation phenomenon in capitalist society. In this historical process, the vigor-
ous advocacy of capitalist private ownership, the false demand of capitalist consumption behavior, the
manipulation methods of capitalists over the working class, and the hidden forces behind consumer culture
together form a complete chain of Marx’s criticism of capitalist consumption. Marx’ s consumption theory
still holds significant contemporary value in 21st-century China: It provides guidance for building a“dual cir-
culation” pattern, promotes social reproduction and economic growth by balancing production and consump-
tion, advocating rational consumption and fair distribution, and contributes to common prosperity, it also pro-
motes consumption upgrading, guides the increase of effective supply, innovation in consumption methods,
and improvement of workers’ income, to meet the people’s demand for a better life.
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