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Richard A. Brecher 
 
As Executive Editor of Frontiers of Economics in China, I am pleased to present 
this special issue on international trade in honor of Richard A. Brecher. Professor 
Brecher received his B.A. in Economics and Anthropology from McGill 
University in 1967 and PhD in Economics from Harvard University in 1971. He 
wrote his PhD dissertation, entitled Minimum Wage Rates and the Pure Theory of 
International Trade, under the supervision Richard E. Caves, Jagdish N. 
Bhagwati and Thomas O. Horst. His first appointment was at Yale University. In 
1977, he joined Carleton University where he is currently Professor of 
Economics. He has also held various visiting appointments at University of 
Oxford, London School of Economics and Political Science, and Columbia 
University. He served as Editor of Journal International Economics between 
1983 and 1994, and as a Co-Editor and Associate Editor of the same journal in 
various other years. 

Among his voluminous contributions to economics, Professor Brecher’s work 
in the following three areas is particularly worth noting: unemployment and 
international trade, unemployment and economic growth, and the welfare 
consequences of transfers and factor mobility. Professor Brecher is perhaps best 
known for his pioneering work on the interactions between international trade 
and unemployment. In Brecher (1974a, 1974b), he modifies the standard 
Heckscher-Ohlin analysis of an open economy to incorporate unemployment 
caused by a minimum wage rate. His analysis demonstrates that the incorporation 
of unemployment can lead to conclusions that run counter to the standard theory 
of international trade. For example, the home levels of employment and welfare 
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may be less under free trade than with no trade, and an increase in foreign 
demand for home exports may reduce the home levels of employment and 
welfare. These findings were path-breaking at a time when the field of 
international trade was dominated by models with full employment. 

Professor Brecher’s investigation of unemployment extends beyond 
international trade. His work with Chen and Choudhri (Brecher et al., 2002), for 
example, explores the dynamic interaction between economic growth and 
unemployment caused by efficiency wages. They find that, among other things, 
an exogenous increase in the growth rate may raise the unemployment rate, and a 
once-for-all rise in the labor force may reduce the unemployment rate in the 
endogenous-growth case. Their analysis demonstrates the importance of the 
efficiency-wage constraint in driving these striking results. 

A common thread that runs through Professor Brecher’s research record is his 
inquiry into the welfare effects of transfers and factor mobility. Particularly 
influential among his early works are his analysis of capital mobility (Brecher 
and Alejandro, 1977; Bhagwati and Brecher, 1980; Brecher and Bhagwati, 1981; 
Brecher and Choudhri, 1982; Brecher and Feenstra, 1983) and transfers (Brecher 
and Bhagwati, 1982; Bhagawati et al., 1983). Throughout his career, he has 
continued this line of research (e.g., Bhagwati et al., 1985; Brecher and Choudhri, 
1990) and studied other types of factor mobility such as labor migration (e.g., 
Brecher and Choudhri, 1987) and offshoring (e.g., Brecher and Chen, 2014). 

For the past 26 years, I have been fortunate enough to be a colleague and 
co-author of Professor Brecher, who seems to have an unlimited supply of 
interesting research ideas. Over the years, I have benefited from countless 
stimulating conversations with him. As his co-author, what I admire the most 
about Professor Brecher is his pursuit of rigor and perfection in research. He 
would spare no effort in figuring out every technical detail associated with a 
model, no matter how small it is. When it comes to writing, Professor Brecher 
is a perfectionist, insisting on precision down to every word and every symbol. 
On many occasions, we spent hours together going through a draft paper line 
by line. Working with Professor Brecher has made me a much better 
researcher. 
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This special issue consists of eight papers contributed by distinguished 
scholars in the field of international trade. Four of these contributors (Chen, 
Hatta, Long and Yu) are former co-authors of Professor Brecher. The majority of 
papers here address issues to which Professor Brecher has made significant 
contributions, including trade and migration, labor mobility, unemployment, 
cross-border production fragmentation and offshoring, and optimal commercial 
policy. Through this collection of papers, we celebrate Professor Brecher’s 
phenomenal contributions to the field of international trade, and we wish him 
continued success and the best of health and spirits. 
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