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EDITORIAL

Wang Qilong

Editor's Note

In this issue, we publish four articles and a research note, in addition to a book
review. | had promised to deliver the Editor’s Note to the editorial office by
yesterday (Wednesday, March 3, 2021y, but I failed to do so. I felt terribly upset,
because I was finally confused by the endless meetings and paperwork in my new
position. I had to get up very early today to go over some of the articles for this
issue. To be honest, I have forgotten the details of the articles since we “met each
other” several months ago. Thus this Note is just a hasty work.

In the article “Cattle Slaughter Industry in Qing China,” Shaodan Zhang
discusses from a special perspective the interwoven relationship between the
ban on cattle slaughtering in Ba county Baxian * %), Sichuan province in the
late Qing dynasty and the actual demand for beef consumption. Based on
difangzhi #5742k, late-Qing newspapers, and rich local material from the Ba
county archives, Zhang argues that, in spite of state bans and social taboos, the
beef trade was, to a significant extent, accepted and regulated by the Qing state
and largely managed by Hui butchers. This is a nuanced, well-argued
contribution to the history of food in late imperial China as well as to the study
of the role of Muslims in Chinese society. It clearly and persuasively argues that
despite the beef taboo permeating Chinese society, the Qing state did not
categorically ban cattle slaughter in law. In fact, in many regions of China
proper, especially highly commercialized cities such as Beijing in the north,
Hankou in the central region, Zhenjiang and Nanjing in the east, and
Chengdu and Ba county in the southwest, the cattle slaughter industry was able
to lawfully and prosperously develop, at least by the late 18th and early 19th
centuries.

The promulgation of the New Criminal Code of Great Qing (Da-Qing xin
xinglii &0 Ay stimulated intense debates in the National Assembly
(Zizhengyuan ¥¥[¥ k) during the Qing empire’s New Policy Reform
(1901-11y, which focused on the conflict between those who drafted and
supported the new code and those who had reservations, especially over reform

of filial piety law and fornication law. Yue Du’s article presents a thorough and
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systematic thinking on this topic which has received little attention in the
academia before. The author argues that the question of reconfiguring family
and social order through the law was closely related to the overall agenda of
legal reform in the 20th century—transforming an empire that “ruled through
the principle of filial piety” into a modern nation-state that had direct
relationships with its citizens. In addition, by analyzing the debates over family
law in the late Qing dynasty, Du questions the concepts of “Chinese” and “the
Western” at a critical moment in the transformation of the Chinese empire. The
article illustrates the paradox of modern-era reform in China—a contradiction
between imposing Western-inspired order with a largely indigenous logic and
maintaining the existing sociopolitical order in the name of preserving national
identity.

Bai Chunxiao’s article is the revision of his writing “Study on the
Transmission, Commentary, and Imitation of Thucydides’ Text” which was
actually presented in the Classics Colloquium of the Bryn Mawr College and
the fall semester seminar of the Harvard University’s Center for Hellenic
Studies in 2016 and published later in the CHS Research Bulletin (e-journaly,
vol. 5, no. 1 April 2017y. It is an interesting comparative study on the two
great historians, i.e. Sima Qian in ancient China and Thucydides in ancient
Greece. Bai argues that Sima Qian precisely marks a separation between the
mythical stories and the historical spirit in China, just as Thucydides did in
Greece. Further, they both have a modified cyclical view of human history.
The discussion of the cyclical views of human history underlying ancient
Greek and early Chinese historiographies through a comparative perspective
actually provides a better understanding of the basic characteristics of Greek
and Chinese historiographies. In brief, by analyzing some similarities and
differences between the two great historians’ conceptions of historical process,
Bai states that Thucydides believes human intelligence develops through the
historical spiral, while Sima Qian focuses on the dynastic cycles with a strong
moral concern.

Liang Yong, from the University of Tubingen, vividly tells us the story of
the Manchu origin in his article “A Textual Study on the Myth of Manchu
Origin.” After expertly applying philological methods to the relevant original
literature in both Manchu and Chinese, such as Collection of Manchu OId
Chronicles Stored in the Grand Secretariat (Neige cangben Manwen laodang
[ TR A 3 H A and Draft of the Qing History (Qingshigao & ﬂlﬁ‘q‘ﬁj), the
author finds that the myth of Manchu origin was repeatedly narrated during
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the reigns of the Qing dynasty, with a purpose of reinforcing the dynasty’s
legitimacy that comes from the heaven. From the earliest version of 1635 to
the version compiled in the nineteenth century, all the authors highlights that
Manchu orgrinated from a heavenly being. This was officially declared by the
Qing government throughout the dynasty. After the fall of the Qing empire,
chronicles of the Drafi of the Qing History removed the narrative of the
heavenly genesis but retained the earliest ancestor of the Manchu people as a
historical figure. The birthplace of the Manchu people, located either in the
east or southeast of the Long White Mountain, requires further geographical
study.

The image of the Chinese dragon (Jong &&) occupies a unique position in
Chinese culture, and it has received much attention in many books and articles.
Especially after the 1990s, China’s opening-up policy, the advent of
globalization, and an increase in cross-cultural communications strengthened
China’s need to preserve its cultural heritage. Many Chinese scholars reflected
on the past and examined the potential of archaeological materials, inscriptions,
myths, and ancient legends to explain the relationship between tradition and
modernity. Basis on the relevant achievements, Marco Meccarelli’s writing
skilfully reexamines the topic and tries to bridges the gap by introducing
reliable theories on the origin of the mythical animal, focusing on typology
issues and classification; latest debates on the distinction between the long and
the dragons of other cultures; finally, main theories on the visual representation
of the Chinese /ong. Of course, the narrative paradigm of this article is more
like an essay rather than an article, or more like a research note with profound
insights by the author.

Looking out the window at the magnolia in full bloom, white and beautiful.
At this time of each year, they arrive on come, never late, to show their unique
beauty to the world. When you think about it, you come to know flowers are
better than people. They never complain, they perform their duties perfectly,
but I cannot, I sometimes complain and sometimes regret. I cannot help
smiling at the thought.

Wang Qilong
Shaanxi Normal University
E-mail: wangql8911@126.com
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