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BOOK REVIEW

Shao Bingjun AWi%, Chungiu wenxue xinian jizheng F#IK L2 ZRAFERAE
[Textual Criticism of the Spring and Autumn Literary Chronicle]. Beijing:
Higher Education Press, 2013. ISBN: 9787040384260. 4 vols. RMB398.00

(paper).

In July 2010, China’s Ministry of Education approved the commission of an
important project in the area of philosophy and social sciences, to be
completed by Professor Shao Bingjun. The final result is Prof. Shao’s Textual
Criticism of the Spring and Autumn Annals (4 volumes of over 1,700,000
characters in total), which has been published by the Higher Education Press.
The book represents an important contribution to research on ancient Chinese
literature.

The book is arranged in chronological order according to the dates of
important authors and literary works. Prof. Shao’s research places literary
creation within its historical context and also engages in textual criticism, which
involves analysis of the biographical background of writers. In this way, the book
not only outlines literary-historical development, but also provides a model of
literary analysis.

The book draws upon an extensive wealth of empirical research. Since 2001,
Prof. Shao has advocated the use of empirical evidence as the basis for
researching classical Chinese literature. This book represents the end result of his
efforts. Prof. Shao drew upon a variety of representative critical studies and
textual materials, including documents and archaeological evidence, to correctly
date the texts he analyzed., Prof. Shao also used summary evaluation to combine
subject-object relationship.

Prof. Shao emphasizes the methodological approach of “pan literature.”
The literature of the Spring and Autumn period differed from the
contemporary definition of “literature.” Therefore, the book widely examines
various poems and articles by numerous writers, including the kings, high
officials, scholars, civilians, and other anonymous writers. The wide sampling
analyzed by Prof. Shao is geographically and chronologically diverse. The
topics of the literature surveyed in the book are likewise quite diverse; these
include works on ritual, marriage, diplomacy, and feast.

The only standard to arrange literary style of the Spring and Autumn period is
the value and function. The book gave different names to different articles. The
book’s layout thus reflects Prof. Shao’s theoretical approach. The works analyzed
in the book are divided into six stylistic categories designed by Prof. Shao.
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This book represents the culmination of 15 years of research and is
enthusiastically recommended by this reviewer.

Zhixiao Xu
Fudan University
E-mail: mrxuzhixiao@hotmail.com
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