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Chivalric Contract in Blades of the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert:
Action Design, Rhythm, and Potential in Contemporary Wuxia Art Film

FAN Bei, CHENG Jingyi
(Meishi Film Academy, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400030, China)

Abstract: In an industrial landscape characterized by the normalization of digital effects and the relative
marginalization of the wuxia genre, Blades of the Guardians: Wind Rises in the Desert re-establishes the viewing
contract of contemporary wuxia cinema through authentic combat choreography and meticulous rhythm. From
character introductions to the exhibition of martial techniques, the film appropriates the theatrical mechanism of
liangxiang (staged entrance) from traditional Chinese opera and the martial arts convention of liangzhao
(demonstration of technique), subsequently organizing fight sequences through a “pause-burst-pause” editing
rhythm and the calibrated distribution of information across shot scales. In the clashing of cold weapons, the film
channels the trajectory of force and the accent of collision onto a rhythm perceptible to the spectator. At the
narrative level, the film redirects narrative momentum from emotional vendettas toward contractual obligation,
recalibrating wuxia ethics between the “martial” repertoire of technique and the “chivalric” imperative of righ-
teousness. While the high density of action sequences compresses narrative efficacy to a certain degree, Blades
of the Guardians’ deployment of tangible, visible action choreography as a countermeasure to digital spectacle
nonetheless demonstrates the enduring potential of wuxia as an art {ilm to convey the spirit of chivalry.
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