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Abstract  In the late E. Han, Emperor Ling founded the Hongdumen Academy 
so that political favors were bestowed upon the literati to reshape the policy of 
personnel placement, which aroused violent remonstrations lodged by the 
ministers. And this became a significant event in the contemporary politics and in 
the literary history of the late E. Han as well. Scholars through the ages have 
dealt with the contentious issue, but the realm does not abound with in-depth and 
profound research studies. Beginning with the viewing angle of the complicated 
relationship between Confucianism and literature, where the background to the 
establishment of the Academy is painted in a great variety of academicism; this 
article analyzes the normal practice of the Han System of the Personnel 
Recommendation with a view to pinpointing the underlying cause of the Incident 
of the Hongdumen Academy. The cause is that the Han System of the Personnel 
Recommendation was bucked, which was grounded upon the Confucian moral 
integrity as the content, and upon xiangju lixuan as the norm. This article states 
that the Incident was, in relation with the danggu zhihuo, interconnected with the 
political structure based upon such social strata as shizu and shuzu, which had 
gradually been created since the E. Han. By means of the investigation and 
debate on the Incident, this article is written to demonstrate the relationship 
between literature and Confucianism of the Han dynasty, the literary conditions 
under development, and the complex political and ideological background 
against which the literary conditions existed by the end of the E. Han. 
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literature by the end of the E. Han dynasty 

Introduction 

It is a historical fact of grave importance in the literary history of the late E. Han 
that Emperor Ling founded the Hongdumen Academy 鸿都门学 (the academic 
institution founded in 178 in opposition to the study of Confucian classics done 
in the state Imperial College) to assemble the literati to do the metrical 
compositions, and create the works of art and chirography, etc. However, it 
provoked a bitter conflict in the contemporary politics and came under violent 
censure from his ministers, and therefore it became a political event. The literary 
compositions done by the Academy literati did not survive, and there are no ways 
and means for us to undertake research on it in concrete terms,1 and thus it 
seems that there is no need to direct particular attention to the matter, judging by 
the viewing angle of the general narrative of literary history. Nevertheless, the 
complex background to the Academy was outlined both in politics and in the 
literary history, whether viewed as a historical fact or as a political event, where 
some truth lies, which has yet to be uncovered in history. This article explores the 
contributory causes of the Incident by dealing mainly with such aspects as the 
complex relationship between literature and Confucianism, the make-up of the 
literati stratum, and the electoral system, so as to arrive at the reliable conclusion 
that historians and literary historians can use for further reference when looking 
at the Hongdumen Academy and the Incident as well. 

The Establishment of the Hongdumen Academy and Its 
Historical Background 

On the establishment of the Academy in the first year during the Guanghe 光和 
Era (178), the records can be accessed in many of the tomes about the E. Han 
history, and a characteristic example is presented in Houhanshu “Lingdiji” 后汉

书·灵帝纪 (The history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] The basic annals 
                                                   
1 In Wenxindiaolong “Shixu” 文心雕龙·时序 (The writing motive seen in the consummate 
verbal skill [with reference to] The literary development) Liu Xie 刘勰 (465?–532) says, 
“Until the reign of Emperor Ling the times saw his interest in literary compositions, who 
himself wrote Huangxipian 皇羲篇 (On Emperor Fuxi) and assembled the literati in the 
Hongdou Gate for the compositional activities. Le Song 乐松 and his likes brought together 
those who were unlearned. And hence Yang Ci 杨赐 (?–185) likened them to Huandou 欢兜 
(The chieftain of the ancient Miao barbarians in the south), while Cai Yong 蔡邕 (132–192) 
compared them to jesters, whose style and writings are not of value.” And then it can be seen 
that the literati in the Southern dynasties could no longer access the literary compositions by 
the Hongdumen Academy students. 
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of Emperor Ling) chronicled by Fan Ye 范晔 (398–445), which is as follows: 
 

In the Jiwei 己未 day, (the second month, the seventh year during the Xiping
熹平 Era), earthquake occurred and the Hongdumen Academy was first set up. 

 
The Explanatory Notes provided by Li Xian 李贤 (654–684) to Houhanshu 

后汉书 (The history of the E. Han dynasty), explains that Hongdou is the name of 
the Gate, inside which the Academy was established. At that time, there were as 
many as one thousand students. The zhou and commandery local government, 
and sangong2 of the central government were asked by the imperial decree to 
recommend those to sit for the public examinations, who were accomplished in 
the epistolary and metrical compositions, and had the technical dexterity for 
painting and chirographical compositions in the claw-like ancient scripts.3 

In Houhanshu buzhu 后汉书补注 (The history of the E. Han dynasty with the 
supplementary annotations) by Wang Xianqian 王先谦  (1842–1917), Wang 
Wentai 汪文台 (1796–1844) said that there were ten characters in the Academy 
which reads as follows: Offering portrayal of Confucius and his seventy two 
disciples, in Hanhoushu 汉后书 (The history of the E. Han) by Hua Qiao 华峤

(?–293), quoted in Taiping yulan 太平御览 (The royal encyclopedia during the 
peaceful reign) in fascicle 201. And again in Hanhoushu by Hua Qiao, quoted 
and annotated by Ren Fang 任昉 (460–508) in his Rang libu fenghou biao 让吏

部封侯表 (The memorial to the throne about the reason to decline the marquis 
enfeoffment and office as minister of the Civil Appointment) included in 
Wenxuan 文选 (The collected prose and verse), it is said that the zhou and 
commandery government and sangong acted on the imperial edict to recommend 
all the students from the Academy for their placement. They were appointed to 
office as cishi and taishou in the local government or as shangshu and shizhong4 
in the imperial court. And ranks of the nobility were even bestowed upon some 
of them, with whom shijunzi 士君子 (the brilliant intellectuals who have moral 
integrity) were made thoroughly ashamed at associating.5 

Xuhanshu 续汉书 (A sequel to the history of the E. Han dynasty) by Sima 
Biao 司马彪 (243–306), which is quoted in Taiping yulan in Fascicle 749 and 
                                                   
2 Zhou 州 is the largest administrative division in the W. and E. Han dynasty, and the whole 
country was divided into twelve such divisions by the end of the E. Han. Sangong 三公 is the 
joint name of the three highest government officials who assisted the emperor in the 
administration of affairs of state. 
3 The annotated Houhanshu by Li Xian, Niansi shi 廿四史 (Twenty-four histories) in the 
edition that is checked and punctuated, Zhonghua shuju, 1965. 
4  Cishi 刺史  is the head of the zhou government. Taishou 太守  is the head of the 
commandery government. Shangshu 尚书 is the courtier close to the emperor. Shizhong 侍中 
is the courtier in the W. and E. Han dynasties, who was in attendance on the emperor. 
5 Wang Xianqian, 1984. 
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920, says that originally Confucian classics were taught to guide the students 
when the Hongdumen Academy was founded in the first year of the Guanghe Era. 
And later the imperial edict was issued to require those to sit for the public 
examinations, who were reasonably proficient in the epistolary and metrical 
compositions, and technically adept at painting and chirographical compositions 
in the ancient claw-like scripts. There were as many as one thousand of them. 
And the zhou and commandery government and sangong were ordered by the 
royal decree to recommend and appoint them to office to take charge of zhou or 
commandery local government, or to serve as shangshu and shizhong in the 
central government, upon whom peerages were conferred.6  

Houhanshu “Cai Yong zhuan” 后汉书·蔡邕传 (The history of the E. Han 
dynasty [with reference to] The biography of Cai Yong) by Fan Ye shows that 
Emperor Ling was fond of learning and composed Huangxipian in fifty chapters 
so as to draw the students who were proficient in literary compositions. In the 
beginning people were recruited for their achievements in the study of Confucian 
classics, but later those who were adept in the epistolary compositions and 
demonstrated great agility on painting and chirography in the ancient claw-like 
scripts were all recommended and recruited. And therefore there were as many as 
tens of them. Shizhong jijiu 侍中祭酒 (an official in the department of education 
and of culture in the post-Han period) Le Song 乐松 and Jia Hu 贾护 often put 
up immoral and snobbish people for the posts at the Hongdou Gate to await the 
imperial decrees. They were keen on retailing the local customs and trivialities 
that happened in their native places, in which Emperor Ling took great delight, 
and in return bestowed pre-eminent positions on them. 

Zou ba hongdu wenxue 奏罢鸿都文学 (A memorial to the throne about the 
abolition of the Hongdumen Academy), quoted in Houhanshu “Yangqiuzhuan” 
后汉书·阳球传 (The history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] The 
biography of Yang Qiu), states that the imperial edict is issued to the zhong 
shangfang 中尚方 (a Qin-Han government agency in charge of the appliances 
and diet that the imperial houses consumed) to ask to paint the portraits and offer 
panegyric for the thirty two people in addition to Le Song and Jiang Lan 江览, so 
as to give the students encouragement. By hearsay your servant knows that ‘the 
acts of a monarch must be recorded in the annals. If the recording in the annals is 
not done by law, what can be read in the later ages?’ In an explicit reference, Le 
Song and Jiang Lan are both narrow-minded and of lowly origins, and gain only 
superficial knowledge. They take advantage of the strength of their connections 
with shiqi 世戚 (The emperor’s relatives on the distaff side, known as waiqi), 
and attach themselves to the political groups of shiqi or eunuchs that assume the 
power over the imperial administration); they curry favors with their superiors 
and overstep their social status to seek promotion in our great times. They may 
                                                   
6 Zhou Tianyou, 1986, p. 307. 
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present either a rhapsody or a chirographical work in the claw-like ancient scripts, 
so as to be promoted to langzhong 郎中 (an official in charge of the palace guard 
and imperial carriages) and win the place of honor with their portraits painted 
and hung in the imperial palace. Some do not develop considerable expertise in 
calligraphy; some can not express themselves precisely in their compositions. 
And they hire ghostwriters to complete the chirographical works, and commit all 
kinds of weird, uncanny and absurd acts, but they all bask without exception in 
the heavenly favor bestowed by the imperial court, and make a sudden and 
dramatic change by shooting to prominence from an inferior social position. And 
those who have profound insight dare not venture their opinions, and common 
people let out frustrated sighs. Your servant learns that painting the portraits for 
them could be aimed at encouraging and forbidding, through which I would like 
Your Majesty to distinguish success from failure.7 

“Shang fengshi chen zhengyao qishi” 上封事陈政要七事 (The memorial to the 
throne about the seven affairs of state), which is included in Houhanshu “Cai 
Yong zhuan”, states that (there are) five important matter: by hearsay your 
servant knows that the scholar-official recruitment in ancient times would cause 
the vassal states with certainty to present tribute to the imperial court each year. 
During the reign of Emperor Wu 武帝  of the W. Han, each commandery 
recommended for the government posts those in the category of xiaolian, in 
addition to the election of those to office in the category of xianliang wenxue.8 
As a result prominent ministers emerged in large numbers, where both civil and 
military officials stood out in the court. That the Han imperial government could 
bring in different outstanding talents resides in only a few aspects. Those who 
attain technical mastery over calligraphy, painting, and metrical compositions are 
the little minds that exercise merely insignificant skills, and would be powerless 
to attend to certain affairs of state and deliver a country from chaos. When the 
throne was ascended at first, Your Majesty dabbled in the study of Confucian 
classics. At the leisure time Your Majesty could take up the appreciation of the 
literary compositions so as to aid mental relaxation from the administration of 
affairs of state. However, it could hardly become the indispensable prerequisite 
to recruiting the scholar officials and enlightening people by education, as far as 
the wisdom is concerned to shape the contemporary politics. But the students vie 
with each other for the political interests, which sows the widespread confusion 
among the rabble-rousers. Of them the superior could quote the explanations for 
                                                   
7 Yan Kejun 1958, fascicle 68. 
8 Xiaolian 孝廉 is a Han subject taken in the process for electing to office the upright, honest 
and filial candidates who passed the imperial examinations. Xianliang wenxue 贤良文学 is a 
subject taken at the election of candidates to office, which began during the reign of Emperor 
Wu of the W. Han. Xianliang fangzheng 贤良方正 is another subject taken at the election to 
office, was introduced during the reign of Emperor Wen of the W. Han. 
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the Confucian classics while the inferior could merely string together some 
doggerel antithetical sentences by combining unrefined expressions, who are in a 
class with the court jesters. Some of them may even resort to barefaced 
plagiarism to copy the completed writings by others and go under someone else’s 
name. Every time your servant receives and acts under the imperial edict at the 
Shenghua 盛化  Gate, and recruits them in order within the administrative 
hierarchy. Those who fail in passing the public examination also follow their 
peers to be appointed to office. The divine favor has already been granted as 
proclaimed by the imperial decrees, for which it is inappropriate to be modified 
and rescinded, and hence the imperial court has done the righteous deed and they 
should look out for themselves by feeling well satisfied with the salaries. 
However, they ought not to be appointed to office in the zhou and commandery 
local government to wield authority over the commonalty there. In those days 
Emperor Xuan 宣帝 of the W. Han gave an audience with the Confucians at 
Shiqu, while Emperor Zhang 章帝 of the E. Han assembled the Confucian 
scholars at Baihu9 when the Confucian classics are stated and the profound 
meanings are clarified. This is indeed a serious matter, to which it is essential for 
all the military and civil officials to adhere. If they only possess unimportant 
skills and render small kindnesses, Confucius thinks it futile for them to fulfill 
great political ambition merely by means of such unexcelled abilities, though 
they really have something to be seen as desirable. A gentleman should nurture 
and achieve lofty and main aspirations and goals.10 

In Dui zhao wen zaiyi bashi 对诏问灾异八事 (The memorial about the eight 
unusually monstrous portents in reply to the imperial decree), quoted in 
Houhanshu “Cai Yong zhuan”, Cai Yong says, “Our mind ought not to be set to 
the exquisite works of art produced in the zhong shangfang and the graceful 
literary compositions vocalized at the Hongdou Gate, so as to show that we are 
apprehensive and worried.”11  

In Hongnidui 虹蜺对 (The memorial in reply to the imperial edict issued when 
the rainbow arose), quoted in Houhanshu “Yang Ci zhuan” 后汉书·杨赐传 (The 
history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] The biography of Yang Ci), 
Yang Ci reveals that the grouped mean people gather at the Hongdou Gate to 
write literary compositions. They make excessive use of such insignificant skills 
as their manual dexterity for painting and chirography to court public favor of the 
times. Like Huangdou 驩兜 and Gonggong 共工 they try to commend each 
other for chances of promotion with the result that they are all upgraded within 
                                                   
9 Shiqu 石渠 is the royal library of the W. Han that is known as Shiqu pavilion in history. It 
was built by Chancellor Xiao He in the north of the Weiyang palace. Baihu 白虎 is the palatial 
temple that used to lie in Luoyang, the capital of the E. Han. 
10 Yan Kejun, 1958, fascicle 71. 
11 Ibid., fascicle 70. 
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only a decade or month. Le Song holds office as changbo and Ren Zhi 任芝 as 
nayan 纳言.12 And Qie Jian 郄俭 and Liang Hu 梁鹄 both meet with particular 
favor to reach superior ranks of the nobility, who were sycophantic and able to 
contend in their character. And this causes the scholar officials to sink into 
obscurity in the wilderness, who keep up the traditional chants of the teachings 
advanced by Emperor Yao 尧 and Shun 舜 while suffering from starvation, 
forsaken in the ravines, and ne’er found alive in the wilds. The cart is put before 
the horse, and high mountains are changed into deep valleys. Submission is 
exacted to the wickedness of the small men, and compliance is enforced with the 
selfish desire of the ignorant, who hold themselves aloof from political chaos and 
social problems, and turn deaf ear to stark warnings to escape from the grim 
realities.13 There have been no more deadly perils than what we have to face 
today. It is very fortunate for us to depend on High Heaven to issue the prophetic 
omens for the dire consequences. Zizhi tongjian “Zhoushu” 资治通鉴·周书 (The 
comprehensive mirror to aid in government [with reference to] The history of the 
Zhou dynasty) says, “When unusually monstrous portents appear the son of 
heaven ought to cultivate his moral integrity, the vassal princes should set in 
order the political affairs, high-ranking officials should fulfill their public duty, 
and the intelligentsia and commonalty ought to elevate their moral character.” In 
all sincerity it is wished that Your Majesty should take heed of the ominous 
admonitions with utmost caution, pursue the ways for reforms and restorations, 
rid Yourself of sycophantic courtiers, and solicit without delay the venerable 
hermits with extraordinary talent. In all honesty it is wished that Your Majesty 
should appoint to office such virtuous men of superior capacity as Zhang Zhong 
张仲 for the administration of domestic affairs, and Zhong Shanfu 仲山甫 for the 
management of external matters, dispense with such insignificant skills as the 
epistolary compositions, refrain from seeking pleasure and making merry, and 
heighten grave concern for government administration, on which Your Majesty 
ought not to slack off and wallow in leisure. Your servants expect the restoration 
of the ultimate power from the heaven over the land, and thus social unrest 
among the masses could be quelled.14 

The above is the original sources about the Hongdumen Academy recorded in 
history. To cross-reference them with each other, the complete physiognomy of 
                                                   
12 Changbo 常伯 is a government post in the Zhou dynasty, which manages the civic affairs. 
Nayan 纳言 is an official position in ancient times in charge of the release of the royal edicts. 
13 The literary allusions are respectively contained in Shijing “Daya-Ban” 诗经·大雅·板 (The 
book of verse [with reference to] The major festal hymns: The deviation), Shijing 
“Daya-Dang” 诗经·大雅·荡 (The book of verse [with reference to] The major festal hymns: 
The upheaval), and Shijing “Xiaoya-Zhengyue” 诗经·小雅·正月 (The book of verse [with 
reference to] The minor festal hymns: The first month). 
14 Yan Kejun, 1958, fascicle 5. 
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the historical facts can be made available. Emperor Ling was particularly keen on 
metrical compositions and composed Huangxipian. And therefore, he set up the 
institution inside the Hongdou Gate and rallied the literati.15 The Academy was 
originally established under the name of the study of Confucian classics, but it 
soon became an agency that was in attendance on the emperor by means of the 
metrical and epistolary compositions, chirography and painting, where there 
were about one thousand people on the staff. Many of them were elected to 
office, and basked in supreme imperial favor, which provoked the imperial court 
and the commonalty into eliciting all sorts of comments. It was soon after its 
establishment that strong remonstrance was lodged by the ministers over it. And 
in the historical record there is no further explanation as to whether Emperor 
Ling accepted their opinions and disbanded the institution in an ensuing manner. 
Judging from the fact that no explicit mention of the institution is offered in the 
historical books, however, it is eminently reasonable for the institution to be 
disbanded in all likelihood after being protested. And it is entirely sensible for it 
to be closed just in the first year of the Guanghe Era. But it is totally reasonable 
to argue that it is before the establishment of the Academy that Emperor Ling 
seized the initiative in appointing to government posts the literati who were 
proficient in poetic compositions and chirography, upon whom political favor 
was bestowed. 

Emperor Ling’s establishment of the Academy has been traditionally viewed 
as one of the wrongful acts of politics, perpetrated by the end of the E. Han 
dynasty. It is self-evident that the strident criticism centered on it during the 
period contemporary with the emperor. The sheer indulgence has not been, in the 
main, sought towards it in later generations, since the imperial court during his 
reign attached special significance to literature and art at the expense of the 
Confucian classics, which generated the ensuing confusion surrounding the 
normal way to select talents. Such harsh criticism receives expression in Rang 
libu fenghou biao included in Wenxuan in fascicle 38, where Ren Fang says, 
“The political decline befell the late Qi of the Southern dynasties, which 
underwent the administrative upheaval; the imperial court fails to keep order and 
law as a result of the Hongdumen Academy establishment, and of the sales of 
                                                   
15 According to “Congshu jicheng chubian” 从书集成初编 (The preliminary collection of 
books), in Lidai minghuaji “Xuhuazhixingfei” 历代名画记·叙画之废兴 (The famous paintings 
created in the successive dynasties [with reference to] The artistic talk over the prosperity and 
decline of painting) Zhang Yanyuan 张彦远 (815-907) says, “Emperor Ming of the E. Han 
followed his intellectual pursuits of painting, then built an art studio, and set up a school at the 
Hongdu Gate so as to preserve fascinating art, which gathered from different places under the 
sun.” It seems that the Hongdumen Academy was founded by Emperor Ming, and this awaits 
textual research. 
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government posts and aristocratic titles in the royal Western Garden.” 16 The 
quotation indicates that it mentions Emperor Ling’s promotion of the students 
from the Academy in the same breath with his sales of official posts and titles in 
the Western Garden. Fan Yun 范云 (451–503) was by birth highly accomplished 
in literature, by which he was grouped together with Shen Yue 沈约 (441–513) 
and Xiao Yan 萧衍 (464–549), etc. as the Eight Friends of Jinglin 竟陵 (the 
present-day Tianmen, Hubei) in the Yongming 永明 Era (483–494) during the 
reign of the House of Xiao. After Xiao Yan usurped the throne of Qi, his former 
circle of friends in literature was mostly appointed to senior posts in the Liang 
government. Fan Yun took up office as sanqi changshi 散骑常侍 (a courtier 
whose duty was to provide counsels and point out egregious errors that the 
emperor committed), and minister of the Board of Civil Appointment, upon 
whom the County Marquis of Xiaocheng 霄城  was conferred. Ren Fang’s 
memorial was written for Fan Yun to decline the appointment to office. Ren 
Fang, Fan Yun, etc. all gained dominant government posts in their capacity as 
literary retinue, which bears close similarities in reality to the case of the 
Hongdumen Academy literati. But they still saw the promotion of the Academy 
students as the wrong move in politics by the end of the E. Han. Moreover, as far 
as the personnel placement is concerned, they believed that the same problem 
cropped up in the terminal stages of Qi of the Southern dynasties.  

In “He Wang Ledao du jinshi shijuan” 和王乐道读进士试卷  (A poem 
composed in reply to Wang Ledao on a detailed perusal of the highest imperial 
examination papers) included in Quansong shi 全宋诗 (The complete poetic 
works of the Song dynasty) in fascicle 547, Wang Anshi 王安石 (1021–1086) 
argued, 
 

Art of writings thrive in the Sui-Tang age; 
The old rule is fixed one’s progress to gauge. 
’Tis ne’er known that built is the Hongdou mode, 
Which is used to appraise men as the code.  
 
A change for the worse is seen with a sigh;  
No use is to blame oneself with a cry.  
Like a raging torrent spreads the misdeed; 
A deaf ear is turned to sound views indeed. 
And this puts men of talents on the shelf, 
Who in distress suffer a loss of self. 
Gaotao promotes the Nine Virtues in turn; 
To appraise men he is by nature stern. 

                                                   
16 Wenxue, fascicle 38, in facsimile edition produced in 1977 by Zhonghua shuju. 
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Likened to that should be the present day, 
And let giant hermits uprise to wield sway.17 
 
In relation to that, Tu Ji 屠寄 (1856–1921), whose courtesy name is Jingshan 

敬山, composed a poem under the title Zashi 杂诗 (The poeticized thoughts at 
random) in the following lines: 

 
Men of high rank rise to fame in the Crown, 
Who climb, with refined grace, to the Main Town. 
To seek office rests on the Sage’s creed, 
To which, to follow the main trend is keyed. 
CHUNQIU is oft quoted for the court trial; 
SHIJING shows how kings take blunt flack in file. 
It happens that the old rules fail half-way; 
Those fill the posts now, whose deep faith decay. 
All that fails for phrasing has but a brain, 
So are the carvers that do well in vain. 
Empress Dong is good at counting her gold; 
At the Hongdou Gate public posts are sold. 
While high rank is held vile bribes are obtained; 
For the imperial court no one feels strained.18  
 

Wang Anshi criticized the Hongdumen Academy for its judging people by 
literature, which was in line with his political view in which he opposed the 
inclusion of the literary and rhapsodic compositions in the imperial examination. 
Tu Ji is a famous historian in modern times. His comments on the Hongdumen 
Academy focus on the severe disruption of the system, under which talents are 
elected according to the Confucian classics in the Han dynasties, and mention it 
in the same breath with the other wrongful acts of politics in the late Han. His 
opinions lend some brilliant insights from a historian’s perspective. Of course, 
some literati and scholars of later generations expressed their tremendous 
admiration for a high degree of reliance that the emperor placed on the Academy 
students for their skills in writing and calligraphy. It is indeed the case, as in 
Shang Xu xueshi Yan qi 上胥学士偃启 (An epistle to Xueshi19 Xu Yan 胥偃) 
                                                   
17 Quansong shi 全宋诗 (The complete poetical works of the Song dynasty), fascicle 547. (文
章始隋唐，进取归一律。安知鸿都事，竟用程人物。变今嗟未能，于己空自咄。流波亦已漫， 
高论常见屈。故令俶傥士，往往弃堙郁。皋陶叙九德，固有知人术。圣世欲尔为，徐观异人出。) 
18  Wangqingyishihui 晚晴簃诗汇 (The poetic collection created in the Wangqing study), 
fascicle 178. (隆汉盛公卿，郁郁登天衢。致身本经术，应务良不疏。《春秋》可折狱，《三百》当谏

书。如何中道衰，渐用章句儒。章句亦不足，篆刻徒区区。河间工数钱，乃更开鸿都。居官且食雁，

不恤城上乌。) 
19 Xueshi 学士 is a senior government post close to the emperor, established in Tang and Song. 
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Ouyang Xiu 欧阳修 (1007–1073) says,  
 
In monkish style he dons his flowing gown;  
The twilight sees his audience with the Crown;  
He meets a good reception from the court, 
To draw and write for artworks is his forte.20 

 
In Hua xue dongsheng hua shanshui pingfeng 画学董生画山水屏风 (Learning 
from Dong the creation of the landscape painting on a screen) included in 
Luancheng sanji 栾城三集 (The Luancheng Trilogy), Su Zhe 苏辙 (1039–1112) 
says, 
 

Where lasting peace reigns, all walks of life bloom; 
Within the Hongdou realm all does mushroom. 
Questions are asked on the Clerk Script and Seal; 
When they paint and write, rich styles hold appeal.21 
 

In Song chongwen shuyuan shanzhang xitai liangguangwen gui rongcheng xu 送
崇文书院山长熙台梁广文归榕城序 (The parting words uttered when seeing off 
Liang Guangwen of Xitai, the greenwood scholar of the Chongwen Academy, to 
return to Fuzhou), quoted in Bansongtangji jiangbian 半崧堂集简编 (The concise 
collection amassed at the Bansong Study), the Qing scholar Zhang Fu 章甫 
(1760–1816) says, 
 

To enter Hongdou, take the imperial test, 
And one is listed to reach the lofty crest.22 

 
Since the Sui and Tang dynasty the Imperial Examination System that selected 

and recruited talents according to the literary compositions of the examinees, can 
be traced back to the Hongdou Academy established by Emperor Ling. And 
therefore, it is entirely proper for the intelligentsia of the later ages to compare 
                                                   
20 Ouyang Xiu ji 欧阳修集 (The collected writings by Ouyang Xiu), fascicle 95, in the edition 
produced by Shangwu yinshuguan, under the title Guoxue jiben kanshu 国学基本刊书 (Books 
and periodicals for the studies of Chinese culture). (禅衣曲裾，暮召大台之对；尚方给札，霈洒鸿

都之毫。) 
21 Su Zhe, 1987, fascicle 3. (承平百事足，鸿都无不有。策牍试篆隶，丹青写飞走。) 
22 Zhang Fu, Bansongtangji jiangbian, based on Jibu “Biejilei” 集部·别集类 (The division of 
belles-lettres [with reference to] The category of the separate collections) in the second section 
of Hanji quanwen jiansuo xitong 汉籍全文检索系统 (The data system for retrieving the 
unabridged Sinitic books and records), the electronic bibliography collected by the School of 
the Historical Culture, Shaanxi Normal University. (应礼闱而选鸿都，誊仕版而登凤沼。) 
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the Academy to the appreciation and recognition that the successive imperial 
court accorded to the literati according to their literary and artistic talent. Here 
we can understand that the occurrence of Incident demonstrates a direct 
correlation with the historical background at that time. 

The Hongdou Academy was established because the emperor found deep 
pleasure in art and literature. Since Emperor Wu the Han imperial court upheld 
Confucianism as the unrivaled political doctrine, and much importance was 
attached to the studies of Confucian classics, while poetic and rhapsodic 
compositions were regarded as the unexcelled abilities that are futile to fulfill 
great political ambition. However, there were some ideological roots in the active 
interest in art and literature among the Han emperors. Rhapsodic and poetic 
compositions are in substance on a par with the business of musical and dance 
entertainment, and in a class with the exchange of juicy tidbit of street gossip in 
the town. In the Han dynasties it was a form of literature and art that served the 
main function as popular amusements. Its extravagance and ostentation reached 
expression in big talk, flowery words, and the same category of things clustered 
together, which could all fulfill the wild wishes and satisfy the intense curiosity 
of the emperors of all times. This is strikingly similar to the case of the Han 
emperors who were keen on such popular recreation. During the reign of 
Emperor Wu, Prince Wu of Liang 梁孝王 (184–144 BCE) was fond of metrical 
compositions and brought together for literary compositions such writers as Mei 
Cheng 枚乘, Wuqiu Shouwang 吾丘寿王 and Huainan Xiaoshan.23 Emperor Wu 
himself was an enthusiast for poetic compositions, and called together Wang Bao 
王褒 and Sima Xiangru 司马相如 (179 BCE?–?) in his court, both of whom 
occupied a direct role in creating the prosperity of the Han Rhapsody.  

That Emperors are interested in rhapsodies, however, was often viewed as an 
inappropriate hobby. A characteristic example suggests that Emperor Wu used to 
provoke rooftop protests against his enthusiasm for this literary genre, and he had 
to make a mockery of himself in response by associating it with the relaxing 
interest in the feminine embroidery in silk, so as to be absolved from the blame 
of his ministers. The reason that Emperor Ling ignited his passion for metrical 
composition, literature and art was that he inherited the tradition perpetuated in 
the Han Imperial House of Liu. In his Houhanshu, Xie Cheng 谢承 says, 
“Emperor Ling is accomplished at playing zither and flute.”24 And hence it can 
be understood in the traditional manner in which the motive behind his ministers’ 
remonstrance against the Academy is to persuade him to place due stress on 
                                                   
23 Huainan Xiaoshan 淮南小山 are some hangers-on or authors under control of Prince An of 
Huainan. 
24 Wang Xianqian, 1984, fascicle 8, in which Wang Wentai said that the Houhanshu by Xie 
Cheng is quoted in Taipingyulan, fascicle 581. 
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Confucianism and keep away from the minor arts. The cause that bitter factional 
strife was created in politics seems to be the consequence of Emperor Ling’s 
recreational pursuits in excess. Ma Duanlin 马端临 (1254–1323), a scholar from 
the Song dynasty says, 

 
Emperor Ling was to his Hongdou Academy at Luoyang what Emperor Wu 
was to daizhao 待诏 (one’s wait at the Han Jinma Gate for the imperial order 
to be appointed to office). However, during the reign of Emperor Wu even 
such distinguished writers as Sima Qian 司马迁 (145 BCE?–?), Sima Xiangru, 
Mei Gao 枚皋 (153 BCE–?), Dongfang Suo 东方朔 (154–193 BCE) and likes 
were treated as performers and jesters, and were not appointed to important 
office, while some of the Academy students were promoted to the ranks of the 
nobility as upper as marquis, with whom shijunzi were made thoroughly 
ashamed at associating, judging by which their moral integrity is not difficult 
to be noted. At that time there were over thirty thousand zhusheng 诸生 (The 
students awarded the official scholarly ranks after passing the imperial 
examinations) in the Imperial College. Those who held their honest and 
well-informed opinions on public affairs and took it as their duty to destroy the 
dark forces and to redeem the social virtues were either butchered or suffered 
imprisonment. They were almost wiped out. Those who imparted knowledge 
in the College vied with one another for the bitter accusation, at which no 
sense of shame was felt. Furthermore, those who stayed in office from 
high-ranking officials to xiaolian 孝廉 (The candidates elected to office in the 
Han Electoral System, who were upright, honest and filial in their character) 
and maocai 茂 才  (The candidates elected to office, who displayed 
extraordinary abilities and wisdom) bought their government posts by striking 
a bargain at the imperial Western Garden and contributing money to the 
program for the palace maintenance! Why is there a blanket condemnation of 
the Academy students?25 
 
Ma Duanlin presents a clear contrast between the Hongdumen Academy and 

the wait for the imperial decrees in the attempt to regard Emperor Ling’s artistic 
pursuits in excess as his explanation as to why the ministers voiced a barrage of 
strident criticism. Nevertheless, he thinks it hard to understand why there was so 
rough a response to Emperor Ling’s political move to place in pre-eminent 
positions the talents of arts and crafts in such a situation when he traces a 
connection with the circumstances surrounding the Confucian intellectuals and 
the even more corrupt elections to office in the imperial court at that time. The 
real crux of the issue is exactly the question that he put. It seems that it would be 
                                                   
25 Ma Duanlin, 1935, fascicle 40. 



QIAN Zhixi 496

far from logical merely to take the artistic pursuits followed by the emperor as 
the traditional explanation as to why the emperor founded the Academy, and to 
regard as the explanation as to why the rallied Confucians staged the blunt 
protests, the earnest remonstrance that the Confucian ministers lodged according 
to the act of moral rectitude, to admonish the emperor to place the importance on 
Confucian ethics and to rid Himself of such skills and crafts without significant 
value. In fact, the Incident of the Hongdumen Academy is involved in the more 
complicated background in connection with the contemporary politics and 
academicism, and takes on a broader significance. 

The Cause of the Contradiction between Emperor Ling’s 
Establishment of the Academy and the Public Opinion Molded 
by the Officialdom and Confucian Intellectuals 

From the aspects of thought and culture, the most direct cause that creates the 
contradiction between the public opinion shaped by both the imperial court and 
the Confucian intellectuals, and the Emperor Ling and the Hongdumen literati, 
lies, of course, in the complicated relationship between Confucianism, and 
literature and art in the Han dynasties. It is rational to think that the development 
of the Han literature was grounded in the prosperity of the Confucian study. The 
term wenxue that was very popular in the Han dynasties connoted the extensive 
bibliography and literature in general, too, though it referred, in the main, to the 
exegesis of classics.  

The permanent posts wenxue yuan 文学掾 were established in the zhou and 
commandery government in the Han empire, which took charge of the exegesis 
of classics, bibliography, official documents and correspondence. In Nanyang 
wenxue rulin shuzan  南阳文学儒林书赞 (The panegyric drawn for the Confucian 
classics and literature in Nanyang) Zhang Heng 张衡 (78–139) says, “Bao De 鲍
德 of Shangdang 上党, the taishou 太守 (The head of a commandery in Han) of 
Nanyang, feels the sadness over the decline of the Confucian education, and 
thinks of the deterioration of the Confucian classics, and hence issues the 
instruction to the craftsmen to carry out the renovation of the commandery 
institutions, so that a new look can be worn to take on the solemn and respectable 
appearance and to shed the enlightenment for the masses.”26 In Jingzhou wenxue 
jiguan zhi 荆州文学记官志 (The official annals of the Jingzhou wenxue) Wang 
Can 王粲 (177-217) says, “When it comes to wenxue, it means the central moral 
principle that regulates the human relations, and the ideological foundations that 
run through the traditional teachings and admonitions.”27 And in Yang Fu bei 杨
                                                   
26 Yan Kejun, 1958, fascicle 59. 
27 Ibid., fascicle 91. 
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复碑 (The records of events inscribed on the monument to Yang Fu) Cai Yong 
says, “Those in the area of wenxue, come from a distance with books in their 
hands and arms seek the generous richness and the profuse magnificence like the 
powerful current, who achieve perfect harmony with one another and draw a 
distinction between right and wrong.”28 Judging by the above characteristic 
examples the term wenxue took on the broad connotations in the Han dynasties. 

The Han Confucians considered the study of Confucian classics as their 
primary duty, and the literary compositions as the trifling skill, but sometimes it 
was seen as their obligation to write literary compositions. A characteristic 
example could be found in Houhanshu “Wenyuan zhuan” 后汉书·文苑传 (The 
history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] The biography of the literati). 
During the reign of Emperor Guangwu, Du Du 杜笃 (?–78 BCE)was thrown 
into prison in Luoyang when he earned enmity towards the county magistrate of 
Meiyang. “It was timed to coincide with the death of Wu Han, the E. Han 
Dasima, and the emperor issued a decree to the Confucians to pronounce the 
eulogies to the general. Du Du composed his in the prison, on which the emperor 
set the highest value, with the result that Du Du was acquitted of the punishment 
and awarded the silks.” In the example it can be understood that the Han 
Confucians faced up to the responsibility to put in order the affairs of state for 
the imperial court, in concurrence of which they had to honor their obligations to 
do the literary compositions. Under it they composed the state literature and art 
such as jiaomiao geshi 郊庙歌诗 (the poems about the sacrifices offered to 
deities and ancestors with a musical accompaniment). In Lunheng “Chaoqipian” 
论衡·超奇篇 (The scales that evaluate the public opinions [with reference to] The 
extraordinarily prodigious geniuses), Wang Chong 王充 (27–97?) also says, 
“Those that are known as the literati and colossus of knowledge define the aims 
and objectives of the compositions by means of the syntactic increase and 
decrease, so as to draw up the memorials to the throne and to voice one’s opinion 
in the reports to the authorities, or to bring out books to formulate a theory by 
organizing sections and chapters.”29 

However, the Han Confucians were not all accomplished at academic writings 
and scholarly articles, and only a few of them were adept at the poetic and 
rhapsodic compositions. In the Han dynasties to do essays was termed zhuwen 
属文 (the act of penning articles). In Houhanshu 后汉书 (The history of the E. 
Han dynasty) in Fascicle 45 the shangshu 尚书 (a government post in charge of 
the memorials and documents before Ming and Qing) Chen Zhong 陈忠 
recommended Zhou Xing 周兴 to the imperial court in his memorial to the 
throne, which says, “The literary grace charms when it comes to the intelligent 
                                                   
28 Ibid., fascicle 79. 
29 Huang Hui, 1964. 
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compilation and zhuwen.” And in the same memorial he also says, “Your servant 
and the peers remain in utter ignorance, while the inferiors are mainly mediocre 
clerks who rarely have yacai 雅才. Every time when drawing up the imperial 
decrees or official documents to be announced to people in the imperial court or 
in the localities, they would have to ask for a favor to compose them. And hence 
they could not complete the writings on their own, and find it difficult to express 
themselves eloquently.” Yacai means a formidable talent for zhuwen, with which 
only a few of the Confucians were endowed, and therefore in particular Ban Gu 
班固 (32–92) and Fan Ye often point it out when in Hanshu 汉书 (The history of 
the W. Han dynasty) and Houhanshu they describe those who attained technical 
mastery of writings. Hanshu in Fascicle 48 says that Jia Yi 贾谊 (200–168 BCE) 
“was eighteen years of age, and garnered the reputation in his commandery for 
his zhuwen and poetry recital”; Hanshu in Fascicle 58 says that Er Kuan 儿宽 
(?–103?) “had the dexterity for zhuwen”; Hanshu in fascicle 64 says that Zhong 
Jun 终军 (133–112 BCE) “was very fond of learning in childhood, and his 
reputation was established in his commandery for his zhuwen and ability to 
contend”; Hanshu in fascicle 72 says, “Xue Fang 薛方 lived at home to teach 
the study of Confucian classics, and was keen on zhuwen, and Hanshu in fascicle 
88 says, “Dong Zhongshu 董仲舒 (179–104 BCE) was well versed in the Five 
Classics, could voice his opinions, and good at zhuwen.” 

Again Houhanshu in Fascicle 14 says, “Liu Mu 刘睦 has the ability in zhuwen, 
and wrote Chunqiu zhiyi zhongshi lun 春秋旨义终始论 (On the significance of the 
Spring-Autumn period from beginning to end) and composed tens of rhapsodies 
and odes”; in “Dongguanji” 东观记  (The historical records compiled at 
Dongguan on the E. Han) quoted in Houhanshu in fascicle 28, with annotations 
Crown Prince Zhanghuai 章怀太子 (654–684) writes, “Zhou Yi 周邑 had the 
moral integrity in deadly peril, possessed knowledge and skills, and attains total 
mastery of zhuwen”; Houhanshu in Fascicle 31 says, “Su Zhang 苏章 acquired 
extensive knowledge and was proficient in zhuwen”; Houhanshu in Fascicle 40 
says that Ban Gu “was competent in zhuwen, and in poetry and rhapsody recital 
by the age of nine”; Houhanshu in Fascicle 52 says that Cui Yin 崔骃 (?–92) 
“understood Shijing, Yijing and Chunqiu at the age of thirteen, gained 
encyclopedic knowledge and demonstrated prodigious talents. He comprehended 
all the theories of hundred schools of thought and the exegetical studies through 
the ages, and he was adept at zhuwen. During childhood he attended the Imperial 
College, and enjoyed his personal popularity as huge as that of Ban Gu and Fu Yi 
傅毅 (?–90?)”; Houhanshu in Fascicle 59 says, “Zhang Heng demonstrated 
technical mastery of zhuwen in childhood, and went on a tour of the localities of 
Chang’an to pursued his studies. He visited the Imperial College in Luoyang, 
mastered the Five Classics and understood the Six Arts”; Houhanshu in Fascicle 
60 says, “Zhi Xun 挚恂, the native of Chang’an, taught Confucian classics to Ma 
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Rong 马融 (79–166)”; in Sanfujueluzhu 三辅决录注 (The definite records on the 
three districts in the localities of Chang’an) annotated and quoted by Crown 
Prince Zhanghuai, it is said that “Zhi Xun who styled himself Jizhi 季直, was 
enamored of studies and had dexterity for zhuwen. He gained the quiet seclusion 
in the sheltered side of Mt. Nan in the shade”, and Houhanshu in fascicle 80 says 
that Bian Rang 边让  (?–208) “possessed comprehensive knowledge during 
childhood, and was perfectly capable of zhuwen. He composed Zhanghuafu 章华 
赋 (The rhapsody on the Zhanghua palace of Chu), which ended in a positively 
healthy mood, just as the passionate remonstrance addressed in the style of Sima 
Xiangru, though the rhapsody was couched in flowery diction.” According to the 
above illuminating examples, it can be understood that the Han literati 
themselves were, on the one hand, the Confucian scholars, and there were no 
literati who broke away from the study of Confucian classics; among the Han 
Confucians, on the other hand, only a few were exceptionally gifted in the art of 
prose and verse. The Han Confucians were not necessarily endowed with the 
ability in the literary compositions, while writings were not the absolute 
prerequisite to the area of Han Confucians. And they were always regarded as 
dispensable, and sometimes even as the trifling skill useless for body and mind, 
and for the arrangement of the affairs of state. This is the most important feature 
that distinguishes the Han literati from the other dynastic literati of the later ages. 
It is just because of the feature that a staunchly conservative mode of thought 
was adopted on literature by the Han Confucian literati. And this is the 
fundamental cause of the difficulty that the belles-lettres encountered in the Han 
dynasties. To view it from the angle there was a flat contradiction between the 
literature and the study of Confucian classics, where literature was brought under 
the yoke of Confucian control, and a direct correlation existed, of course, 
between the basic cultural background and the trigger for the Incident of the 
Hongdumen Academy. 

However, there was an inevitable tendency for the literature created by the 
literati, and it was also an inevitable tendency from the aspect of its purpose and 
content for literature to diverge from the central role of enlightenment by 
education, etiquette and music, which a Confucian regime carved out, in order to 
spur its development on its own terms. Under the rule by the E. Han the literati 
began to receive better treatment and some of the Confucians even forged their 
high reputation and seek office by means of poetry and prose. According to some 
historical records, the literati enjoyed their deserved name both in the zhou and 
commandery lands, and in the imperial court. In particular the E. Han literati 
gathered to join mufu 幕府 (the headquarters of high-ranking officials from 
which an organization or military operation is controlled) at the request of some 
superior officials, which heralded the established practice since Wei-Jin period, 
where the literati attached themselves to some powerful bigwigs. In Houhanshu 
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“Fuyizhuan” 后汉书·傅毅传 (The history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] 
The biography of Fu Yi), Fan Ye said, 

 
Ma Fang 马防, the cheji jiangjun 车骑将军 (the title of the Han general that 
occupies the second place in the Nine Grades) of the E. Han, invited Fu Yi to 
serve as junsima 军司马 (the subordinate official in the headquarters of a 
commanding general), and treated him as his teacher and friend according to 
the rules of etiquette. Until the time when Ma Fang fell out of favor with the 
emperor, Fu Yi was removed from office and returned to his native place. By 
the end of the Yongyuan 永元 Era the Cheji General Dou Xian 窦宪 (?–92) 
requested him to act as zhujishi 主记室 (the Han subordinate official in charge 
of the memorials, documents, harangues, etc), and Cui Yin as zhubu 主簿 (the 
Han government post in charge of the official documents). When Dou Xian 
was promoted to dajiangjun 大将军 (the title of the Han general highest in 
rank), he again invited Fu Yi to serve as Sima, and Ban Gu as zhonghujun 中
护军 (the ranking military official since Wei). Thus the literary compositions 
achieved the rising prosperity in the official mansion of Dou Xian so much so 
that they occupied the first place at that time. 
 
The so-called judgment that “the literary compositions achieved the rising 

prosperity in the official mansion of Dou Xian, so much so that they occupied the 
first place at that time” could reflect the normal circumstances in which the 
literati gathered at mufu on that occasion. Such circumstances served as a prior 
precedent for the gathering of the literati at mufu and the official residence of 
vassal princes in the Wei-Jin periods, which commanded the full attention. It can 
be understood that much importance had gradually been attached to the art of 
writing in the Confucian intelligentsia since the E. Han, as it was known that Zhi 
Xun, the colossus of Confucian classics, and his follower Ma Rong, were 
artistically talented in the art of writing, because, in addition to the Confucian 
doctrine, it turned out to be indispensable to one’s career, which not only held the 
aesthetic values, but assumed the role in adapting oneself to society. In 
Houhanshu “Wenyuanzhuan” it is said that Bian Shao 边韶 (?–47?)“was highly 
reputed to do literary compositions and to taught several hundred pupils”, that 
“Xia Gong 夏恭 (20 BCE?–29?)whose courtesy name was Jinggong 敬公, a 
native of Meng 蒙, the vassal state of Liang, studies Hanshi 韩诗 (The book of 
verse researched by Han Ying) and Mengshiyi 孟氏易 (The book of change 
studied by Meng Xi), and taught courses to the followers that often reached one 
thousand”, and that “Xia Gong was academically gifted in the art of writing, and 
composed rhapsodies, hymns, poems, and Lixue 励学 (The encouragement of a 
will to learning) in twenty chapters. He died at his government post by the age of 
forty-nine, and the posthumous title that the Confucians gave in honor of him 
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was known as xuanmingjun 宣明君 (the title given to a venerable man who teach 
with zeal).” And thus it is true that metrical compositions was a working 
knowledge on which the Confucians gradually placed the importance, and just 
became the study of the art of writing, which could be handed down from 
generation to generation. An example could be found in the record about the life 
of Xia Gong, “whose son known by the name Ya 牙, went about his family 
business in childhood, and composed rhapsodies, odes, panegyric and eulogies 
which reached forty all together. As xiaolian, he was recommended to the 
imperial court. He died young, and went posthumously by the name wende 
xiansheng 文德先生 (an honorific address to a respected man famed for the 
etiquette, music and enlightenment by education) in his township.” The so-called 
family business with which Xia Ya 夏牙 (?–40?) got on was not only the study 
of Confucian classics, but referred, in the main, to the study of the art of writing. 
What was connected with the current practice was that the Confucian 
intelligentsia began to lay great stress on people of literary and artistic talents in 
the advanced stages of the E. Han. A heavy emphasis falls on talents in Lunheng 
by Wang Chong, who speaks highly of the Confucians that can understand reason 
and good sense and demonstrate a broad knowledge of the art of writing. In 
Lunheng “Qishi” 论衡·齐世 (The scales that evaluate the public opinions [with 
reference to] The similarity is borne between the ancient and modern society) he 
said that Yang Xiong 扬雄 (53 BCE–18) can “hold conflicting opinions and 
create sublime essays” when he sang the praise of Yang. And in Lunheng 
“Anshu” 论衡·案书 (The scales that evaluate the public opinions [with reference 
to] the book review), he was full of admiration for those men of many talents, 
who could keep abreast of the times and write articles to air their liberal opinions. 
He said, “My comment is that Zou Boqi 邹伯奇 of Dongfan, Yuan Wenbo 袁文

伯  and Yuan Wenshu 袁文术  of Linhuai, Wu Jungao 吴君高  and Zhou 
Changsheng 周长生 of Kuaiji, and the likes, acquire encyclopedic knowledge 
and profound scholarship, though they fail to gain a position of authority as 
dominant as prominent officials. They are made into genuine heroic figures 
refined in manner. Read Zou Boqi’s Yuansi 元思, Yuan Taibo’s Yizhangju 易章句, 
Yuan Wenshu’s Xianming 咸铭 , Wu Jungao’s Yueniulu 越纽录 , and Zhou 
Changsheng’s Dongli 洞历, and it is clear that even Liu Xiang 刘向 (77–6 BCE) 
and Yang Xiong are powerless to surpass them. Some people’s mental ability is 
excellent; the other’s is mediocre, whether they are the ancients or our 
contemporaries; articles are likely to be authentic or fake, whether they are old or 
new. Chen Zijiong 陈子回  and Yan Fang 颜方  of Guangling, the present 
shangshulang 尚书郎 (the E. Han xiaolian who had the outstanding abilities 
were in attendance on the emperor for the management of the affairs of state) 
Ban Gu, lantailing 兰台令 (a government post in charge of the state archives and 
history writing) Yang Zhong 杨终 and Fu Yi, etc., write rhapsodic and hymnal 
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compositions, and draw up memorials and documents, which showcase their 
formidable literary talents, in spite of their lack of great tomes. Their rhapsodies 
are similar to those by Qu Yuan 屈原  (340–278 BCE) and Jia Yi; their 
memorials are the same as those by Tang Lin 唐林 (33 BCE–24)and Gu Yong 谷
永 (?–9 BCE). Theirs are as excellent as those by the great masters, if they are 
compared and contrasted with one another. Nowadays they have not risen to due 
prominence. Nevertheless, they will become such leading figures as Liu Xiang 
and Yang Xiong with the passage of time.” Above all else Wang Chong held in 
the highest regard the books by the masters from hundred schools of thought, in 
addition to the Buddhist works and treatise on different subjects. He also offered 
praise for such pure art of writing as the rhapsodic and hymnal compositions and 
official reports and memorials. To view it from the angle, one of the important 
ways out for the intellectuals was to learn the art of writing and metrical 
compositions in the E .Han. There have been public figures in the successive 
dynasties, who build up their reputation by composing poetry and prose. This had 
been notable increasingly by the end of the dynasty. Cai Yong himself, as is 
mentioned in the above discussions, who filed a memorial to the throne about the 
abolition of the Hongdumen Academy, was one of them, who garnered his 
reputation by means of metrical compositions, which soared high and spread 
both in the imperial court and among the commonalty. His literary achievement 
was impressive enough to provide a clear reflection on the elevation of the 
general mood in literature of the E Han, and on the improvement of the social 
status of Confucians both in the imperial government and in the general public, 
who were distinctly versed in the art of writing. 

There is ample reason to point out that a direct correlation existed between 
Emperor Ling’s establishment of the Academy and the practice in its entirety, 
where the importance was gradually placed on the art and literature in the 
Confucian intelligentsia by the end of the E. Han. When the Academy was 
originally founded, it was done in the name of the study of the Confucian classics, 
but soon it became the place where the literati gathered, and the state agency 
where the creation was enabled for art and literature, which reflected the above 
practice. It is sensible to say that it was a timely act of politics to found such an 
agency to facilitate the creation for art and literature. In Sanguozhi “Mingdiji” 三
国志·明帝纪 (The history of the three kingdoms [with reference to] The basic 
annals of Emperor Ming of Wei), Chen Shou 陈寿 (233–297) says, “Wei set up 
chongwenguan 崇文观  (an agency in favor of art and literature) for the 
placement of those who were skilled in the art of writings” during the reign of 
Emperor Ming 明帝 of the E. Han. Although it fell a little behind, it could 
roughly turn out that it was not an undue move for the imperial court or monarch 
to found the agency for the literati. However, that Emperor Ling set up the 
Academy was singled out for the fierce remonstrance leveled by the grouped 
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ministers, and even seen as an act of crookedly corrupt politics, which was to be 
punished by Heaven. The remonstrators included Cai Yong, the then 
acknowledged grand master of letters, who carried out a full appraisal of the 
metrical compositions done by the Academy students under orders from Emperor 
Ling. Anyhow, this situation could still remain somewhat of a mystery, to judge 
merely from the contradiction between literature and Confucianism under 
ordinary circumstances. 

The Han Electoral System and Prime Cause of the Censure 
under Which the Hongdumen Literati Came 

The chief cause of the trenchant criticism over the Hongdumenxue scholars was 
not the matter itself to call the literati together, but Emperor Ling bestowed 
dominant positions with handsome salaries upon the scholars just because they 
were perfectly competent to write metrical compositions and technically apt to 
create the chirography and painting. The emperor not only appointed to 
government posts the literati who were fully proficient in literature and art, upon 
whom political favor was bestowed, but also in person issued the imperial decree 
of chiyi 尺一 (the size of the paperboard on which the imperial decree is written) 
to the zhou and commandery ranking officials for the recommendation of the 
Hongdumenxue students, of whom some soared to office as head of zhou or 
commandery in the local government; some were catapulted into office as 
shizhong, shangshu in the central government, and were even made marquis. The 
emperor even “issued the imperial edict to zhong shangfang to ask to paint the 
portraits and offer panegyric for the thirty two people in addition to Le Song and 
Jiang Lan, so as to give the students encouragement.” In the past Emperor Wu of 
the W. Han placed complete trust on the literati, and Sima Xiangru and likes were 
assigned to government posts, but he was not put in an influential position. As far 
as the underlying cause is concerned, that the Hongdumenxue establishment was 
harshly censured lies in the impulsive placement of the Hongdumenxue scholars, 
which dismantled the Han traditional system for electing and appointing 
candidates to office, and led to adverse consequences on the matter of election 
and appointment to office, which had already come into accumulated 
contradictions that flared up increasingly.  

The Han system for electing intellectuals mainly took the form of chaju 
zhengpi 察举征辟 (the Han system for electing talented candidates to office). In 
the W. Han a variety of election categories30 already emerged, such as xianliang 
fangzheng, maocai yideng 茂才异等  (a Han procedure for electing men of 
                                                   
30 See for reference Xu Tianlin, 1955 
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prodigious talents, who displayed extraordinary abilities and wisdom), boshi dizi 
博士弟子 (a Han procedure for electing qualified personnel to study under the 
official in charge of education), shece mingjing 射策明经 (a Han election process 
in which the candidates learnedly versed in Confucian classics were 
recommended by the vassal state or commandery government and sit for the 
imperial examination), julian 举廉 (the recommendation of those who were 
upright and honest), xiaodi litian 孝弟力田 (the Han procedure for electing to 
office those who were filial and active in farming), etc. The election practices 
were inherited from the previous dynasty, and improved tremendously in the E. 
Han, where there’re such election types31 as xianliang fangzheng for those who 
could state outright and address criticism with honesty, Boshidizi, Xiaolian that 
must be manifestly filial, adhere to principles of truth and right, simple and 
honest, benevolent and sagacious; maocai sixing 茂才四行 (the intellectuals that 
were to be given the official scholarly honor must possess the four virtues 
according to Emperor Guangwu of the E. Han), mingjing 明经 (the candidates 
who were clear about the study of Confucian classics), jixie 计偕 (the candidates 
gathered in the capital to sit for the imperial examinations), etc. Ma Duanlin says, 
“According to the Han imperial system there may be three categories established 
to elect and elevate the intellectuals, which were known as Xianliangfangzhen, 
Xiaolian and Boshidizi.” 32  Although different types of elections were 
complicated, the election and elevation were grounded in the brilliant 
performance of the candidates on the moral rectitude, social justice, and the study 
of Confucian classics, namely what was meant in the poetic line “To seek office 
rests on the Sage’s creed,” by Tu Ji. At the same time it is clear that no categories 
were created for the election or recommendation of the intellectuals who were 
excellent at the art of writing or metrical compositions in this system, though the 
literati grew in number in the Han dynasties. In the above discussions, what was 
meant then by the term wenxue included the content of the study of writing while 
many of the Han Confucians were brilliant at the literary compositions. And in 
concrete terms a strong connection can be discovered between the 
recommendation and election that they won, and their remarkable 
accomplishment in the art of writing, and some intellectuals were appointed to 
office as shangshu lang exactly like Zhou Xing because “The literary grace 
charms when it comes to the intelligent compilation and zhuwen.” This serves as 
the indication that there was unnecessarily no connection between literature and 
the Han election system, but literature was never categorized as a formal subject 
in the election system, and those who were appointed to office rose to 
prominence still in the name of morality and Confucianism, even if those 
acquired their reputation in fact by means of the art of writing, who were 
                                                   
31 Ibid. 
32 Wenxian tongkao, fascicle 28: the election. 
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mentioned in the previous chapter. And thus Emperor Ling classified the art of 
writing as a separate category in the election and elevation of qualified personnel 
and even bestowed upon the literati pre-eminent positions and senior ranks of the 
nobility, and this in fact disrupted the traditional process of election. And in 
particular Emperor Ling rejected the communal righteousness and study of 
Confucian classics, the two essential bases for the election of the intellectuals, 
and replaced them with the talents for literature and art designed as the basis for 
the election, and then this is the chief cause of the strident criticism under which 
his Hongdumenxue came. 

As matter of fact, what is said above is a phenomenon merely on the surface. 
The deeper cause lies in the way in which the Hongdumenxue students were 
elected and elevated, and, from the aspect of the procedure, it violated the normal 
procedure, namely xiangju lixuan 乡举里选 (The electoral system under which a 
candidate was assessed, elected and recommended by his native township 
authority), which was a system for creating and protecting the foundation for the 
Han ruling class. And hence the opposition could feel that the emperor’s move 
was to rock the traditional system to its foundations, whose origins could go back 
to the Zhou dynasties. In Zhouli diguan situ “Xiangdafu” 周礼·地官司徒·乡大夫 
(The rites of the Zhou dynasty: Diguan Situ [with reference to] The township 
grandee) it is said that “Every three year a comprehensive assessment is carried 
out to appraise one’s moral conduct so that talents can reveal themselves. The 
township sangong and grandee lead the clerks to meet and treat the talents 
according to the rules of etiquette. The next day the township sangong and 
grandee present to the king the writings by the talents, and the king bowed in 
graceful obeisance twice before taking it, registers them with the royal ancestral 
temple, and the neishi 内史 followed with assistance. And then the commonalty 
were inundated with the five matters relating to the Etiquette of the Township 
Archery. They are known as he 和, rong 容, zhupi 主皮, herong 和容 and 
xingwu 兴舞, which are intended to make the commonalty respect virtuous men 
who serve the local government to promote the virtues, and to cause them esteem 
men of talents who serve the central government to put in order the affairs of 
state.. And again in Liji “Wangzhi” 礼记·王制 (The book of rites [with reference 
to] The royal system) it is said that “The townships are ordered to recommend 
xuanshi 选士 (those who have moral integrity and intellectual abilities) to the 
state under evaluation, from whom the best are selected by situ 司徒 (the 
high-ranking official in charge of the civic affairs, etc.) for their candidature in 
the Imperial Academy.” In explanation Zheng Xuan 郑玄 (127–200) says, 
“Xiushi 秀士 refer to those who have moral integrity and pursue social justice 
according to the performance appraisal carried out by the township grandee.”33 
                                                   
33 Lijizhengyi 礼记正义 (The rectified interpretation of the Book of Rites) annotated by Zheng 
Xuan and explained by Kong Yingda, fascicle 13, in the edition of Shisanjingzhushu. 
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Such electoral systems are included in some bibliography concerned, as xiangju 
lixuan and xianglun 乡 论  (the recommendation given by the township 
government).34 By lack of the bibliography the situation can not be learned in 
concrete terms on investigation. But it is a complete certainty that the Han 
xiangju lixuan is connected with the pre-Qin system for electing intellectuals. 
The Han Confucians placed the election of intellectuals of Han on a par with 
xiangju lixuan discussed above, and the textbook example is illustrated in the 
explanatory notes that Zheng Xuan offered to the record on the performance 
appraisal given by the township grandees every three year. He says, “To 
recognize the paragons of virtue is just likened to the recommendation of 
xiaolian now, while to discover the men of talents bears a similarity to the 
election of maocai in our times.”35 Judging by the historical material to which 
secure access can be sought today, it is reasonable that the actual implementation 
of the system was achieved in the Han dynasty. To view the system from the 
perspective of the history, it is not the only order that constitutes the ruling group 
in fact, nor even the chief method for the imperial court. In the pre-Qin period, 
the principal system for organizing the ruling class is shiqingshilu 世卿世禄 (the 
system under which a government post was occupied and salary received, by one 
from the same hereditary family, and he could be succeeded by his descendants 
as the holder of the same post), to which the system for electing the intellectuals 
could merely be regarded as a complementary order, and the positions taken by 
the elected intellectuals varied from the middle-level to low-ranking in the ruling 
group. The hereditary system was still the major manner in which the Han ruling 
group was organized, and there was also the phenomenon of the partly heredity 
that characterized the political status of some of the Han prominent ministers and 
officials, where “Jin and Zhang rest on forebear’s deed to shoot to fame, / for 
seven generation they retain high posts.”36 However, the role that the election 
system took on in creating the ruling group became increasingly important. It 
was indeed the case in particular after the reign of Emperor Wu the Han imperial 
court upheld Confucianism as the unrivaled political doctrine, and then 
Confucian intellectuals became the main object of the election, which brought 
about the unity between the election and the study of Confucian classics. It is 
sensible to say that this change can be considered as real progress, in terms of the 
system for electing qualified personnel, and therefore, with the passage of time, it 
                                                   
34 See for reference Ma Duanlin, 1935. 
35 Sun Yirang, 1987, fascicle 21. 
36 Zuo Si 左思, Yongshi 咏史 (On history), included in Xianqinhanweijinnanbeichaoshi 
“Jinshi” 先秦汉魏晋南北朝诗 ·晋诗  (The poetical works of the periods before the Qin 
unification, the Han, Wei, Jin and Northern and Southern dynasties [with reference to] The 
poetic works of the Jin dynasties) by Lu Qinli 逯钦立, fascicle 7. 
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became the foundation to preserve the order and law under the rule by the Han 
imperial court. 

It was just via different election and elevation systems that the Han 
intellectuals gained the entry into the ruling class. It is true that the Han chaju 
zhengpi was operated in the manner in which the Son of Heaven issued the 
decrees and the recommendation was given by high-ranking officials from the 
court and by the heads of different zhou and commandery local government. The 
epigraph engraved on the bronze Hanxushijing 汉许氏镜 (The Han Mirror of the 
Xus) reads,  

 
Model oneself on Duke of Zhou and the Lu Sage, 
And in gilt wain one takes a high post as the rage. 
And as xiaolian and boshi, the township names you;  
The days idled away in one’s prime one can’t rue.37  

 
The inscriptions records the real-life situation with which people familiarize 
themselves most, which unfolds the road that one must follow to carve out his 
official career. And again during the Tianjian 天监 Era (502–520) of Liang of the 
Southern dynasties, in his memorial to the throne about the election system, Shen 
Yue 沈约 (441–513)says, “The education institutions abounded in the land under 
Han rule, where the Confucian classics were inculcated, in which people were 
immersed, and those who were excellent at their studies were elected to office. 
The process began with the elevation of those who served as the inferiors and 
clerks in the townships and counties. They were promoted to the chief assistants 
to the county magistrates or heads of commanderies some time later, so as to 
acquire the qualifications and record of service before being recommended to 
higher authorities with the passage of time. If they came into due prominence in 
their area, they would then be elected by the government authorities to rise to 
office as the head of a commandery or zhou, or even to assume office as the head 
of a ministry or department.”38 What is presented above is all the source material 
on the election and elevation of Han, from which one can learn the normal course 
that the Han Confucians ran to seek office. In the ordinary course of events one 
began his official career as the holder of inferior posts in the township, county, 
                                                   
37 Liu Tizhi 刘体智, Xiaojiaojingejinwentaben 小校金阁金文拓本 (The book of rubbings of 
the inscriptions on the ancient bronze objects collected in the Xiaojiaojin Study), fascicle 15, 
in the facsimile edition of rubbing, in 1935. (圣人周公鲁孔子，作吏高迁车生耳。郡举孝廉州博士，

少不努力老乃悔。) 
38  Du You 杜佑 , Tongdian) 通典  (The encycloped ia of the institutions, decrees and 
regulations in the successive dynasties) collected by Yan Kejun, fascicle 16, included in 
Quanliangwen 全梁文 (The complete prosaic works of the Liang dynasty of the Southern 
dynasties) in fascicle 27. 
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commandery and zhou local government, and as the chief assistant to the head of 
county or commandery, who took charge of the enlightenment by education in 
the localities, so as to acquire the qualifications and record of service before 
being recommended to higher authorities. And then he would be elected by the 
government authorities to rise to office as the head of a commandery or zhou, or 
even to assume office as the head of a ministry or department. Emperor Ling 
elevated directly to high office the students of the Hongdumen Academy. “And 
the zhou and commandery government and sangong were ordered by the 
imperial decree to recommend and appoint them to office to take charge of a 
zhou or commandery land, or to serve as shangshu and shizhong in the imperial 
court, upon whom peerages were conferred, which were as upper as marquis.” 
Besides, the elevation conferred upon them had to be put into practice within one 
month, as discussed above. This change could, in terms of the form, completely 
overthrow the normal procedure for electing the qualified personnel, even 
leaving aside the practice to use the art of metrical compositions and the 
dexterity for painting and chirography in the claw-like ancient scripts, as the 
yardstick against which to elect the candidates.  

On the other hand, the power over chaju zhengpi rested with the central 
authorities, but the power over the recommendation and appraisal lay with the 
local government. The official position of sanlao 三老 (the officials in charge of 
the enlightenment by education) was established in the localities as early as in 
the pre-Qin times, while in the localities of the Han dynasty there were still some 
figures who assumed the important role at the politics, economy, and culture in 
the localities, as they held the power over the judgment and public opinion of the 
township, and in particular the power over chaju zhengpi. Although the power 
and responsibility for the appraisal rested directly with the emperor, gongqing 公
卿 (The abbreviation for the three highest-ranking officials and heads of nine 
functional departments), zhou cishi, and commandery taishou, they did it only in 
name because it was impossible for them to carry out the performance appraisal 
and make sure of the object of recommendation in a completely direct manner. In 
Houhanshu “Zhangdiji” 后汉书·章帝纪 (The history of the E. Han dynasty [with 
reference to] The basic annals of Emperor Zhang), Fan Ye says, “When it comes 
to xiangju lixuan, the contributions must be assessed for the candidates. However, 
nowadays confusion arises between truth and falsehood among the zhou cishi, 
commandery taishou and prime minister of the vassal states. Every year there are 
as many as one hundred candidates that become maocai and xiaolian, but they 
are not so prominent and talented. When they are asked to arrange the affairs of 
state, they fail to demonstrate their power to think logically. In the previous 
reigns the qualified personnel, whose elevation to high positions is not connected 
with their family status, came from farming families. When they present 
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memorials to the throne, their literary elegance is displayed prominently; when 
the performance appraisal is carried out, their extraordinary achievements 
distinguish in their official career. We are very pleased with their courteous 
urbanity. And now in the imperial edict issued to taifu 太傅 (one of the sangong), 
sangong, zhong erqiandan 中二千石 (the second rank of the Han official grades), 
and the commandery taishou and vassal state chancellor whose salary is two 
thousand dan, we ask that two candidates be recommended in the categories of 
xianliang fangzheng, who can speak bluntly to venture fair criticism.” The 
so-called opinion that “nowadays confusion arises between truth and falsehood 
among the zhou cishi, commandery taishou and prime minister of the vassal 
states serves as the very indication that the real power over the election in the 
localities was concentrated in the hands of the local forces, and it was impossible 
even for the zhou cishi, commandery taishou and prime minister of the vassal 
states to know about the true conditions of such candidates as maocai, xiaolian, 
etc., in concrete terms, whom they had recommended to the higher authorities.” 
And again in Houhanshu “Andiji” 后汉书·安帝纪 (The history of the E. Han 
dynasty [with reference to] The basic annals of Emperor An), Fan Ye says, “In 
the ninth month of the second year of Yongchu 永初 Ear (107–14), the imperial 
decree is issued to say that all the subordinate officials of the vassal states from 
county magistrates to petty officials, those who act as boshi, are distinctly versed 
in the Confucian classics, are well known for the performance of their filial duty 
and moral rectitude, and have the ability to manage the civic affairs, are to be 
recorded by name each year and gather in the capital to sit for the examination. 
Then they will be elected to office in the local government by order of the 
imperial court.” Here the so-called epithet that those who act as boshi, are 
distinctly versed in the Confucian classics, are well known for the performance 
of their filial duty and moral rectitude” is still based upon the performance 
appraisal and public opinion from the localities. And herein it can be known that 
the Han election system had to be combined with the popular opinion of the 
township, and thus xiangju lixuan emerged. The local forces were the very social 
stratum that created the foundation for the Han dynastic reigns. The Han 
intellectuals might, in the main, be evolved from the stratum. The strong 
connection was established between xiangju lixuan and the formation of zhou 
and commandery daxing 大姓 (The large and influential families) and guanzu 
冠族 (The old and great families).39 To judge from the big emphasis that 
Emperor Zhang of the E. Han laid on the conditions of the qualified personnel in 
                                                   
39 As to how the intelligentsia came into existence in the localities in the Former Han, see for 
reference the explanation offered by Tang Changru in his “Donghan moqi de daxing mingshi” 
东汉末期的大姓名士 (The intellectuals with no government posts), included in Tang Changru, 
1983. 
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the previous reigns, “whose elevation to high positions is not connected with 
their family status”, it turned out that the family status already became a 
significant element as far as the recommended talents were concerned in the E. 
Han. The so-called family status refers to the influential social standing created 
by daxing and guanzu and the contemporary powerful clans. The Menfa System 
门阀制度 (an extreme form of the feudalist hierarchical system in which powerful 
families remain in office from time to time) had its origin exactly in this situation, 
which gradually led to its formation and fostered its on-going development from 
the Wei-Jin period to the Northern-Southern dynasties. 

To judge from the traditional Han system for electing the intellectuals, it can 
be known that there was not only the change in the subject matter of the 
performance appraisal from the moral integrity and Confucian creed to the 
metrical compositions and dexterity for painting and chirography, which were 
regarded always as the insignificant skills, but also a complete change in the 
election procedure under which the traditional xiangju lixuan was in operation, 
under the circumstances surrounding the election and elevation of the literati in 
the Hongdumen Academy. The students from the Academy managed to harness 
their art and literature for the royal enjoyment, and the emperor himself 
introduced them in his imperial decree of chiyi to gongqing and the zhou and 
commandery senior officials who took on the responsibility for the traditional 
chaju zhengpi, and ordered them to recommend the students to the imperial court. 
It is right to say that he caused the new election procedure to reveal itself in the 
name of the traditional chaju zhengpi, which is a mere formality through which 
he went. The emperor exercised his individual will to go against the electoral 
tradition, and this naturally threw the election into complete disorder, which 
acted against the vested interest of the political class that consisted of the guanzu 
intellectuals in the localities, and their agents in the central government, who 
originally seized the power over the election and elevation. The problem that 
cropped up was not sharply limited to that. Although the establishment of the 
Hongdumen Academy was founded upon the artistic and literary pursuits of 
Emperor Ling himself, who carved out a direct role in electing, elevating, 
rewarding, discriminating, and enfeoffing specific people, and conferring upon 
their parents the honorary titles and ranks of the nobility, in which his political 
will received expression. Nevertheless, in its entirety, it is not possible that there 
were merely tow parties, the emperor and students from the Academy, who 
created a tremendous impact on the Incident. In fact there was the concerned 
third party close to the emperor, who wielded the power and influence. In his 
Zoubahongdouwenxue Yang Qiu says, “According to some references, Le Song 
and Jiang Lan are both narrow-minded and of lowly origins, and gain only 
superficial knowledge. They take advantage of the strength of their connections 
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with shiqi, and attach themselves to quanhao 权豪; they curry favors with their 
superiors and overstep their social status to seek promotion in our great times.” 
In the circumstances surrounding the political situation by the end of the E. Han, 
it is true that the so-called shiqi refers to waiqi, namely the emperor’s relatives on 
the distaff side, and quanhao refers to the political group of waiqi or eunuchs that 
assume the power over the imperial court administration. And, to view the 
situation from all angles, under the jurisdiction of Emperor Ling and the groups 
of shiqi and quanhao, the new procedure at the Hongdou Gate caused the power 
over the traditional xiangju lixuan to flow from shizu,40 and jeopardized the vital 
interest that was guarded on matters relating to the election by the shizu stratum 
that had already been whipped into formation.  

In the advanced stages of the E. Han, the glaring contradiction flared up 
between the shizu stratum and the groups of shiqi and quanhao. In the beginning 
when Emperor Ling succeeded to the throne, a bitter conflict erupted between the 
eunuchs and scholar officials that enjoyed great social prestige and stood aloof 
from material pursuits. According to Houhanshu “Lingdiji”, in August of the first 
year during the Jianning 建宁 Era, “zhongchangshi 中常侍 (the Han court post 
close to the emperor) Cao Jie 曹节 (?–181) delivered a false imperial edict to 
execute taifu Chen Fan 陈蕃 (?–168), dajiangjun Dou Wu 窦武 (?–168), 
shangshuling 尚书令 (the Han government post that bears the overall 
responsibility for all the affairs of state) Yin Xun 尹勋, shizhong Liu Yu 刘瑜, 
and tunqixiaowei 屯骑校尉 (the Han middle-level army post) Feng Shu 冯述, 
and each member of all their families was put to death”; in the second year 
during the Jianning Ear, “in the day of Dinghai 丁亥 of the tenth month in winter, 
to some officials zhongchangshi Hou Lan 侯览 (?–172) drops a broad hint that a 
memorial should be presented to the throne to inform that the political faction 
Goudang involves and includes the former sikong 司空 (a ranking official 
secondary to sangong) Yu Fang 虞放, taipu 太仆 (an official in charge of the 
imperial carriages) Du Mi 杜密 (?–169), the shaofu of the Changle Palace 长乐

少府 (a government post in charge of the emperor’s private agency of finance) Li 
Ying 李膺 (110–69), silixiaowei 司隶校尉 (an official in charge of the public 
security in the capital) Zhu Yu 朱瑀, taishou Ba Su 巴肃 of Yingchuan 颖川 
Commandery, Chancellor Xun Yi 荀翌 of Pei 沛 State, taishou Wei Lang 魏朗 
of Henei 河内 Commandery, taishou Zhai Chao 翟超 of Shanyang 山阳 
Commandery, and they all had to be imprisoned. As a result one hundred of them 
                                                   
40 Shizu 士族 The old and well-known families that enjoyed immense social prestige and 
retained office from generation to generation before the Imperial Examination System was 
implemented in Sui and Tang. By contrast, shuzu 庶族 failed to acquire socio-economic status, 
but rose to prominence on military merits, and gradually seized the political power as 
replacements for the former. 
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died, their wife and children were banished to the borderlands, and their 
followers were forbidden to go into politics, in addition to the five generations of 
their relatives. And imperial decrees were issued to the zhou and commandery 
lands to try to implicate the fellow members as many as possible. And thus the 
greenwood heroes and Confucian intellectuals engaged in the quest for the social 
justice under the sun are united as the Goudang partisans.” 41 The Hongdumen 
Academy was founded in the first year of Guanghe Era, and is still found to be 
correlated with the background of the Goudang Incident 钩 党 之 祸  (A 
trumped-up case prosecuted in 169 by the eunuchs against the Confucian 
intellectuals), though five or six years passed after the Incident. The Goudang 
Incident provided a reflection on the struggle between the eunuchs and 
Confucian intelligentsia, and also the conflict between the eunuchs and the old 
and powerful clans in the localities. The so-called phrase “the greenwood heroes 
and Confucian intellectuals engaged in the quest for the social justice under the 
sun” refers in its meaning to the shizu stratum. In the Renwu 壬午 day of the 
second month, the second year, the Jisi 己巳 day of the second month, the third 
year, and the Guihai 癸亥 day of the fourth month in the summer, the fifth year 
during the Xiping Era, after the Goudang Incident, Emperor Ling issued the 
imperial decrees several times in succession to announce a political amnesty to 
the people under the heaven; in the third month in the spring of the fourth year 
during the Xiping Era, Houhanshu “Lingdiji” says, “The imperial edict was 
issued to Confucians to make the characters of the Five Classics subject to 
verification, and have them engraved on the stone tablet that is to be erected 
outside the Gate of the Imperial College.” However, the ban on the political 
factions was not overturned. In the fourth month of the fifth year during the 
Xiping Era, again Houhanshu “Lingdiji” says, “The ritual sacrifice is performed 
to pray for rain, and the censor is ordered to hear the court cases by royal decree, 
by pleading one’s unjust case, forgiving prisoners incarcerated for lesser crimes, 
and dispensing with the imprisonment. In the fifth month taiwei 太尉 (the Han 
government post in charge of military affairs)Chen Dan 陈耽 was removed from 
office, and Sikong Xu Xun 许训 was elevated to office as taiwei. In the leap 
month, on the charge of his action to throw out the guilty verdict in favor of the 
Goudang partisans, Taishou Cao Luan 曹鸾 of Yongchang 永昌 Commandery 
was executed in the downtown area, with his corpse exposed to the public. The 
imperial edict was put out to turn out of office the partisans’ family members, 
followers and former subordinates, who were in the present position, and to 
enforce total ban on their entering politics.” But, in the twelfth month of the same 
                                                   
41 Houhanshu “Lingdiji” 后汉书·灵帝纪 (The history of the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] 
The basic annals of Emperor Ling) by Fan Ye. 
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year, according to Fan Ye there were “more than one hundred Imperial College 
students at the age of sixty, who did the examination, and by royal decree were 
elected to office as langzhong 郎中 (a official position in charge of the palace 
guard and imperial carriage), taizisheren 太子舍人 (a court post in charge of the 
palace guard), princely retinues and vassal state and commandery officials in 
charge of enlightenment by education.”42 To judge from the historical material 
quoted above, on the one hand Emperor Ling and his zhongchangshi that 
assumed the political power enacted some remedial measures to reassure and 
pacify the Confucian intellectuals, and to alleviate the head-on confrontation 
between the imperial court and Confucian intelligentsia, but, on the other hand, 
the effort was still stymied sternly, which was launched by the Confucian 
intellectuals to set aside the verdict on danggu zhihuo 党锢之祸 (a political strife 
that broke out during the reign of Emperor Huan and Ling between the eunuchs 
and the intellectual officials), where a representative example was the brutal 
punishment meted out to Cao Luan who conduct a tort litigation in an attempt to 
quash the verdict in favor of the Goudang partisans. Furthermore, in concurrence 
with the outright ban that they imposed on the political factions, they attempted 
to split up the Confucian intelligentsia and scholars, and that is the reason why 
the Confucian intellectuals received the imperial edict to verify the text of the 
Five Classics, and more than one hundred Imperial College students were 
allowed by royal decree to sit for the examination at the age of sixty. These 
Confucians and the Imperial College students at the age of sixty did not, of 
course, belong to the political faction, among whom there were quite a few 
people who were part of poor and humble families. 

A direct correlation existed between the establishment of the Academy and the 
background discussed above. Firstly, it was the end product in the period when 
the upper class of the Confucian intelligentsia fell into the political inertia and 
xiangju lixuan was severely undermined after danggu zhihuo took place. At that 
time it was because of danggu zhihuo that a devastating attack was mounted on 
the Confucian intellectuals and the local forces under the control of the 
influential hereditary families and the literati that enjoyed stellar reputation, 
which had seized the power over the election and elevation, with the concurrence 
of which xiangju lixuan suffered great frustration. Secondly, Emperor Ling or the 
eunuch group all hoped to reform the traditional electoral system managed by the 
Confucian intelligentsia by taking advantage of the opportunity, and concentrated 
the authority over the election in the hands of the emperor and of the powerful 
eunuchs. But it was not possible for the Confucian intelligentsia not to split up, 
where some of them who belonged to poor and humble families deviated from 
                                                   
42 Ibid. 
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xiangju lixuan to seek their ways out in order to rise to prominence by courting 
favor with those in power, which is to be analyzed in detail in the following part. 
It is exactly the situation that unfolded the establishment of the Hongdumen 
Academy. By means of the establishment of the academic institution that was 
directly affiliated to the imperial house, the emperor intended the Imperial 
College to splinter off, which belonged to the opposing camp of the Confucian 
intelligentsia. He wanted to found a new imperial academia that could match in 
strength or even surpass in the political position the Imperial College, from 
which he could elect and elevate the imperial courtiers in the central government 
and prominent officials in the local government. And this was the real essence of 
the Academy from the aspect of politics, which turned out to be an important act 
of politics, which was carried out by the emperor and his group of eunuchs and 
his relatives on the distaff side, to intensify the heated rivalry with the Confucian 
intelligentsia in an attempt to be restored to the power over the election. It is 
small wonder that an aggressively sententious response was provoked to the 
political move from the then scholar officials who upheld the tradition. 

The Influence That the Art of Writing Exerted upon the 
Candidature for Public Office and upon the Split within the 
Confucian Intelligentsia of the E. Han 

The memorials to the throne revolved mainly around the moral rectitude and 
qualifications that the Hongdumen Academy students possessed. For one thing, 
Cai Yong said that Le Song, etc. “often put up immoral and snobbish people for 
the posts at the Hongdou Gate to await the imperial decrees. They were keen on 
retailing the local customs and trivialities that happened in their native places. 
Emperor Ling took great delight in them and in return bestowed pre-eminent 
positions on them.” Yang Ci said “that the grouped mean people gather”, and 
called them “small men” by making them stand in marked contrast to the scholar 
officials. In his memorial Yang Qiu also said that “In an explicit reference, Le 
Song and Jiang Lan are both narrow-minded and of lowly origins, and gain only 
superficial knowledge. They take advantage of some powerful hereditary 
families, and attach themselves to the families of influential officials; they curry 
favors with their superiors and overstep their social status to seek promotion in 
our great times.” The Houhanshu by Hua Qiao says that the students of the 
Academy were granted high positions and upper ranks of nobility, “with whom 
the literati and gentlemen were made thoroughly ashamed at associating.” At fist 
glance the reason that the students at the Hongdou Gate were vilified with caustic 
disparagement was that there was malpractice on the part of the students 
themselves. However, in fact there were no more wrongdoings on their part, in 
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addition to the political favor that they curried with the emperor by means of 
their literary compositions, and to the dulcet flattery with which they showered 
those in power. Furthermore, since there were as many as one thousand of them, 
how could they all be rascals, the bad sort? As matter of fact this still forged a 
clear connection with the qualification that the generally acknowledged object of 
the election can obtain in the traditional System of chaju zhengpi, and also had 
something to do with such problems as the family status in a society, qingyi 清议 
(the public opinion about the current affairs of state) voiced by both the court and 
commonalty in the late E. Han, etc. 

In the traditional chaju zhengpi the generally recognized object was of course 
the intellectuals. They were endowed with the mission to take up the study of 
Confucian classics, to understand rights and wrongs, and to pursue justice and 
morality. They were gentlemen from the angle of their personality, and hence 
they were known as shijunzi. Its appellation and connotation derived from the 
schools of thought, which mainly adopted Confucianism. During the 
Spring-Autumn period shijunzi became a capacity. But the intellectual at that 
time was individual in existence. A person known as the intellectual was 
completely self-made as a result of his own attainments and accomplishment, 
which had nothing to do with the social status of his family from which he came. 
The intellectuals in the Spring-Autumn Period came form different social 
stratum43 Since the Medieval Times the greatest change that happened to the 
intellectuals was that the feature that characterized their capacity became even 
more remarkable. At the times the intellectuals were generally recognized as the 
elite and flower of society, and the object of the election that the ruling class 
conducted to run for office, in which their social status was enhanced much more 
substantially than it used to be in the Spring-Autumn Period. However, the 
so-called intellectual, shijunzi, and scholar official close to them, all pointed 
increasingly to a kind of social capacity, which was gradually associated with 
some certain clan strata.  

The so-called shijunzi and scholar official could just be likened to a clan 
stratum in society. This social stratum developed into the family status of the 
clan in the Jin and the Northern and Southern dynasties, which could be inherited 
from time to time. It had yet to be formed completely in the Han dynasties, 
which was, in particular, not as stiff as it was in the Jin and the Northern and 
Southern dynasties, but it was obvious that it indeed emerged as an entity. At that 
time some figures who enjoyed the family status, came to be known as the 
scholar official or shijunzi. They stayed in office or studied the Confucian 
classics, who had some economic and political resources. It is indeed the case as 
in Houhanshu “Guangwuji” 后汉书·光武纪 (The history of the E. Han dynasty 
                                                   
43 See for reference Yu Yingshi, 1987. 
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[with reference to] The basic annals of Emperor Guangwu), when Geng Chun 耿
纯 (?–37) offered a piece of advice to Liu Xiu, he says, “The scholar officials 
under the sun leave their families and domains, and follow Your Royal Highness 
in times of war, behind which their prime motive is to put themselves under the 
patronage of the Imperial House of Liu, so as to fulfill their lofty ambition!” The 
figures, namely the scholar officials as called by Geng Chun, did not obtain their 
official capacity after joining the political group headed by Liu Xiu; instead they 
enjoyed their original social status before plunging into Liu Xiu’s revolt. And 
then it can be seen that the stratum was already created during the transition from 
the Former to the Later Han for the publicly recognized scholar officials, which 
consisted of some intellectual families who retained office from generation to 
generation, and studied and disseminated Confucian classics. Daxing, guanzu 44 
and rujiao haozu 儒教豪族 (the families that had powerful forces and believed in 
Confucianism),45 as called by historians, were all connected with this category. 
The intellectuals that were the generally acknowledged object of election came 
from the social stratum known as the scholar officials, or shijunzi. Those who did 
not fit into the stratum were termed as small men, commonalty or grouped mean 
people, in addition to those that studied Confucian classics to be erudite.  

The reason that the Hongdumen Academy literati were not recognized as the 
shijunzi was multifaceted, which concerned the complexity of the connotations 
that the Han intellectuals carried, and their confirmation as well. It is known that 
the connotations of the Han intellectuals and their confirmation emerged during 
the times between the Spring-Autumn period, and the Jin and Northern and 
Southern dynasties, which both placed the importance on the practical quality of 
the individuals, and got gradually into the constant state of capacity and of clan. 
The reasons why they were not recognized as the intellectuals mainly underlay 
two aspects. On the one hand they abandoned the Confucian studies, and failed 
to follow the right way based on the experience of the traditional chaju zhengpi. 
Instead they took the poetic and rhapsodic compositions as the meritorious 
service, and search for the connections with people in power as the ways for their 
promotion. And therefore they were not qualified in their moral character as the 
intellectuals that adhered to the Confucian doctrines to conduct themselves with 
dignity. That is why they were seen with reproach as the mean people. 
                                                   
44 See for reference some quoted research studies that Tang Changru conducted into the 
problem, which is also discussed in Handaide guizu yu haozu 汉代的贵族与豪族 (The 
aristocracy and powerful families in the Han dynasties), included in the first section of Jiupin 
guanrenfa yanjiu “Kejuqianshi” 九品官人法研究 (科举前史) (The research on the law in the 
System of the Nine Grade [with reference to] The history before the period when the imperial 
examination system was not enforced) by the Japanese scholar Kiusaki Xitei 宫崎市定, one of 
the Collected Writings of the Japanese History sponsored by the Kyoto University in 1956. 
45 See for reference Chen Yinque, 1987. 
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On the other hand their unrecognition had a clear correlation with the inferior 
family status that the leading figures of the Academy acquired. Yang Qiu 
censured Le Song, etc. for “their being humble by birth”, which means that they 
were not born into the prominent families of virtue, but into the impoverished 
families of commonalty. According to the investigations conducted by Tang 
Changru 唐长孺 (1911–1994), the celebrities that enjoyed literary reputation in 
the E. Han were, in the main, part of the daxing and guanzu, who were regarded 
as the perfect gentlemen, though some of them were born of impoverished 
parents and credited with impressive accomplishment to earn the reputation as 
the popular personalities. It was a common occurrence that many zhusheng 诸生 
(the students who were awarded the official scholarly ranks after passing the 
imperial examinations) came from the Academy, some of whom were born into 
poor and humble families. That is an important reason why they were seen as the 
grouped small men. Of course it is not known how many of them “were drawn 
from the disadvantaged family background.”46 After Danggu zhihuo, the old and 
well-known families mainly experienced humiliating failures. And it was natural 
for people humble by birth to rise to due prominence. The Han imperial court 
upheld the Confucian doctrines and attached importance to education and the 
private education achieved rising prosperity in the localities. There were not a 
modest number of children from the shuzu backgrounds, who could receive 
Confucian education and learn the history and literature. It was not downright 
impossible for them to obtain the scholarly qualification and to be placed in the 
class of the scholar official, and it is true that Chen Shi 陈寔 (104–187), Guo Tai 
郭泰 (128–169), Huang Xian 黄宪, etc., were all the celebrities that enjoyed 
literary reputation, who were born of poor parents.47 But those who were part of 
the humble families must come with xianglun 乡论 (the recommendation given 
by the township government) for their placement, and hence they had to cotton 
up to the prominent families in the localities, to garner a fine reputation and to 
seek the confirmation of capacity as shijunzi, so as to acquire the qualifications 
for the recommendation to the imperial court. In brief the prior approval had to 
be secured from the class of scholar official for the sake of the admission to the 
social group. Otherwise they would not be supported in the public opinion aired 
by the Confucian literati even though they managed to be elected to office when 
it was found rewarding to seek the connections with people in power. 

In Weilue 魏略 (The strategy of Wei), which is quoted with annotations in 
Sanguozhi “Wang Can zhuan” 三国志·王粲传 (The history of the three kingdoms 
[with reference to] The biography of Wang Can), the author says that Wu Zhi 吴
                                                   
46 Wang Yongping, 1995; Chen Jun, 2007. The two articles mentioned above pursued their 
investigations into the Hongdumen Academy students, and can be read for further reference. 
47 See for reference Tang Changru, 1985, p. 29. 
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质 (177–230) was one of the humble family. During childhood he socialized with 
high-ranking officials and eminent noblemen, and had no desire to share the fate 
with people from the township. He was not given the scholarly title in his own 
commandery or vassal state, though he was already appointed to office. The 
so-called story in which Wu Zhi failed to build up a fine reputation among his 
townsmen becomes a literary allusion included in the poetic and prosaic 
compositions in the later generations. However, this allusion did carry potential 
implications48 under the circumstances surrounding the xianglun and the System 
of the Recommendation from the townships. It was because of the Danggu 
zhihuo that the literati split up, where some intellectuals humble by birth did not 
conformed to the established norm by means of the xianglun; instead they moved 
in the politically high society for their way out. During the Danggu zhihuo period 
when the powerful old families failed to maintain their privileged position in 
society, the Hongdumen Academy zhusheng depended on their search for the 
connections with people in power for their appointment to office, which 
happened to bear a close similarity with the case of Wu Zhi. Likewise there was a 
strong similarity between their want of recognition where they were denounced 
as the mean people, with whom the shijunzi were made thoroughly ashamed at 
associating, though they managed to occupy key official positions, and Wu Zhi’s 
demotion where “he was not given the scholarly title in his own commandery or 
vassal state.” 

During the Han-Wei period, to find friends with high officials and noble lords 
in defiance of the intellectual integrity was regarded as the ostentatious 
cultivation of friendship and was always excoriated in the contemporary climate 
of the orthodox opinion. In Yonghuaishi 咏怀诗 (The poems of one’s heart) 
Ruan Ji 阮籍 (210–263) placed the deserved blame on them for their showy 
cultivation of friendship, which are as follows: 

 
The fifth piece: 
His carefree mood grows in the full flush of youth; 
All his life he is absorbed in rites and crwth. 
Set westward for old Xianyang of Qin is sail, 
Where Zhao Gao and Li Si passed into the tale. 
 
The eleventh piece: 
In the North Township gyrates the gay hop; 
From the Pushang Burgh fades out the sweet pop. 
There comes, who wanders, a skittish young man;  
His fortunes flash as fast as lightning can. 

                                                   
48 Ibid., p. 45. 
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The course of narrow roads short cuts follow;  
Efforts are launched wild whoring to wallow.49 

 
Judging by the above description the two pieces of Yonghuaishi exposed to 
ridicule such intellectuals by the end of the E. Han as the Academy literati and 
Wu Zhi, who tried to cultivate the friendship with the powerful families. The 
public opinion aired by the court and commonalty poured forth, in the main, the 
social censure on the flashy cultivation of friendship. Those who liked to 
cultivate friendship in an ostentatious way were mainly proficient in art and 
literature. The scholars at the Hongdumen Gate could fall exactly into the 
category, in opposition to whom were the literati who adhered to the Confucian 
classics. In his memorial Yang Ci blamed Emperor Ling for his putting in 
important positions such grouped small men as Le Song, etc. “And this causes 
the scholar-officials to sink into obscurity in the wilderness, who keep up the 
traditional chants of the teachings advanced by Emperor Yao and Shun while 
suffering from starvation, forsaken in the ravines, and ne’er found alive in the 
wilds. The cart is put before the horse, and high mountains are changed into deep 
valleys.” Here the so-called scholar officials referred specifically to those who 
belonged to the influential families that had enjoyed intellectual prestige among 
the local Confucian literati. And Yang Qiu made them stand in stark contrast to 
the students of the Academy, which was meant to show that the students were 
mainly part of the humble families that had merely moderate means. 

To trace a direct connection with the general situation in the world of letters of 
the late Han dynasties, it seems that it gradually became the normal practice that 
the Confucian intellectuals placed the importance on writings by the end of the E. 
Han. However, to adhere to the traditional doctrine, such acts still constituted a 
breach of Confucianism, as the literary compositions and the acquisition of arts. 
In contrast to those who studied Confucian classics and tempered their moral 
integrity in order to build up the impeccable repute, it is even more difficult for 
the former to garner a reputation as a gentleman and scholar. The literati who 
were well versed in literature came, in the main, from shuzu by humble birth in 
the E. Han. Read Houhanshu “Wenyuan zhuan” 后汉书·文苑传 (The history of 
the E. Han dynasty [with reference to] The biography of the literati), and it will 
be clear that many of them belonged to poor and humble families. It says, “Zhao 
Yi 赵壹, whose courtesy name was Yuanshu 元叔, came from the Xi county, 
                                                   
49 Xian-Qin Han-Wei-Jin nanbeichao shi “Jinshi” 先秦汉魏晋南北朝诗·晋诗 (The poetical 
works of the periods before the Qin unification, the Han, Wei, Jin and Northern and Southern 
dynasties [with reference to] The poetic works of the Wei dynasty) by Lu Qinli 逯钦立, 
fascicle 10.(平生少年日，轻薄好弦歌。西游咸阳中，赵李相经过。) (北里多奇舞，濮上有微音。

轻薄闲游子，俯仰乍浮沉。捷径从狭路，黾俛趋荒淫。) 
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Hanyang commandery. To come in sight him, he had bulky figures and striking 
features, a beautifully bushy beard and thick eyebrow, and more than two meters 
in height with powerful build. He swelled with fierce pride in his abilities so 
much so that he was abandoned in his native communities, with the result that he 
composed ‘Jiebin 解摈’ (On abandonment).” The so-called native communities 
refer to the indigenous intellectual stratum that consists of the influential families. 
The reason why Zhao Yi was forsaken by them was that he took justifiable pride 
of his talents on the one hand, and he came from poor and humble family on the 
other hand. It is indeed the case as he says in his rhapsody, “And thus his 
promotion was by law suppressed by powerful clans, while political favor was 
never conferred upon humble families.” This is exactly the criticism leveled over 
the social reality in which the powerful shizu brought under control the power to 
elect talents to office. Zhao Yi himself could be regarded as the first author to 
reveal graphically the true character of those who had slender means, and thus he 
was the representative of the literature written for such social class. “Liu Liang 
刘梁 (?–181), whose courtesy name was Manshan 曼山, was alternatively known 
by the name Cen 岑. He came from Ningyang, Dongping, and was a member of 
the Liang Imperial House of Xiao. He was left a poor orphan child, and sold 
books in the street to support his own life.” “Gao Biao 高彪 (?–184) styled 
himself Yi Fang 义方, and came from Wuxi, Wu Commandery. He was part of a 
family that had scanty means. He won the studentship that held the official rank, 
and took up academic study in the Imperial College. He possessed extraordinary 
talents but was slow of speech.” “Hou Jin 侯瑾 (?–190?), whose courtesy name 
was Zi Yu 子瑜, came from Dunhuang 敦煌. He was left a lonely poor orphan in 
childhood, and had to live together with a clansman.” He exerted scrupulous 
diligence in his study in his character, and in the daytime was employed as a 
servant to earn his livelihood while at night he burned faggot to give out murky 
light for his reading.”50 Those who attained total mastery of the poetic and 
prosaic compositions were all part of poor and humble families. Of the 
Hongdumen students and scholars, there were quite a few of the intellectuals 
who belonged to such families. They found themselves in the situation in which 
the study of writings achieved rising prosperity in the E. Han, and took up 
favorable opportunities to get immersed in the cause of literature and arts, so as 
to find a way out and fit into society. The prospects offered to the intellectuals in 
the Han dynasties included such available opportunities as the elections of the 
xianliang fangzheng, boshi dizi and xiaolian, etc. And there were a high number 
of intellectuals who might either learn to be an office clerk or act as an assistant 
to a ranking official, and it is obvious that even more prerequisites were 
necessitated to such professions in terms of writing and rhetoric. And hence it is 
                                                   
50 The text quoted above is based upon Houhanshu “Wenyuan zhuan” by Fan Ye. 
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a common occurrence that those who failed to attain great family status and high 
social prestige among the Confucian literati had to develop arts in order to secure 
a way out for the sake of convenience. Frankly speaking, there were quite a few 
men of letters who came from prominent hereditary families in the E. Han, but 
there were even more people who were not part of powerful and affluent families 
and had to go down the very road to the study of writings. That Emperor Ling set 
up the Hongdumen Academy bore a direct correlation with this background, 
though it was an unprecedented move. The act of politics provided for those 
humble intellectuals the development opportunities that had never arisen before, 
and ought not to have been consigned to blank oblivion, because it acted as the 
positive stimulus to the common practice in literature during the transition from 
Han to Wei, though it lasted a short time and was vehemently condemned. 

In summary the establishment of the Academy and the trenchant criticism 
under which it came could be inextricably interconnected with such aspects as 
the complex relationship between the literature and Confucianism, the Personnel 
Recommendation System and the Politics in the Late Eastern Han Dynasty. The 
clarification of the incident should be set into the broad background in the 
literary and political history. And the explanations that this article advances are 
technically oriented towards it. 
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