
Bu Xianqun. 2022. 秦汉乡里社会演变与国家治理的历史考察 (A 
Historical Examination of the Evolution of Rural Society and 
State Governance in the Qin and Han Dynasties). 中国社会科学 
(Social Sciences in China) 3: 164–85.

Abstract  The countryside was the social foundation of the Qin and 
Han state, and was also an important subject of state governance. Over 
more than four hundred years, the Qin and Han dynasties made many 
innovations in rural governance, pioneering feudal China’s “grand 
unification” model of rural governance by the centralized state. The 
evolution of society was the fundamental driver of the transformation of 
state governance, and the transformation of state governance reflected 
social evolution in the political sphere. Social change occurring from the 
Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods drove the innovation 
of state governance under the Qin and Han, along with the active 
exploration of state governance in the countryside. In the course of the 
evolution of rural society, the state’s control and government of social 
mobility, the management of social problems brought about by changes 
in rural social structure, and the control and management of the rise of 
clan organizations, embodied the distinctive features of social governance 
in the countryside under the Qin and Han. These provided us with both 
rich experience and profound lessons.

Hu Cunlu. 2022. 清代州县官署理制度研究 (Research on the 
County Magistrate’s Acting System in the Qing Dynasty). 史学

月刊 (Journal of Historical Science) 8: 54–67.

Abstract  In the Qing Dynasty, the acting system of county magistrate 
was originally formulated to avoid the vacancy of official positions, 
which was mainly divided into the forms of the acting of incumbent 
county magistrates, the transfer acting of the officials, and the acting of 
the alternate probationary. This system was used to maintain the normal  
operation of local governments and had a certain rationality. But with the 
passage of time, the drawbacks of the system were increasingly obvious, 
and the phenomenon of arbitrary transfer and appointment of officials 
by the governor had already emerged during the reign of Emperor 
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Yongzheng, which eroded the personnel power of the emperor and the 
Ministry of Personnel. During the reigns of Jiaqing and Daoguang, the 
problem had become more and more serious, and was mainly manifested 
in the following aspects: There were too many incumbent officials acting; 
Zuoza was always acting as county magistrates; and officials were acting 
for a long time in the name of proxy and avoiding punishment by acting. 
Although the Qing court responded by adjusting the system, it failed to 
change the trend that acting became the main way of selecting county 
magistrates in the late Qing Dynasty. The evolution of county magistrates’
acting system had a profound impact on Qing politics, behind which 
were not only factors like the complexity of the acting system itself, the 
governors transferring officials by virtue of the acting system and the lack 
of supervision by the Qing court and other specific reasons, but also the 
constraint of the political and financial structure of the Qing Dynasty.

Liu Yutang, and Xue Yuan. 2023. 西周至秦汉直诉机构的演变 
(The Evolution of the Direct Appeal Institutions from the 
Western Zhou to the Qin and Han Dynasties). 史学月刊 (Journal 
of Historical Science) 1: 22–32.

Abstract  In ancient China, the direct appeal institutions experienced 
changes from germination to maturity, reflecting the gradual 
strengthening of the monarchical power. The judicial system of appeals 
had not taken shape in the Western Zhou Dynasty. As a form of “leapfrog 
appeal,” “Lung Stone” and “Road Drum” in the Rites of Zhou could not 
represent the direct appeal system at that time. According to the bronze 
inscriptions, officials of Zhou could conduct judicial review, and the 
king of Zhou could directly accept people’s lawsuits, which should be 
the source of “Lung Stone” and “Road Drum” theories in the Rites of 
Zhou. With the development of autocratic monarchy in the Warring 
States period, the “Road Drum” at the palace gate, which represented the 
will of monarchy, integrated the function of “Lung Stone” in the Outer 
Court, and became the main place for officials and common people to 
conduct “direct appeal.” Yushi of the Qin Dynasty assisted the emperor 
in handling the “direct appeal” documents. Since the Han Dynasty, Yushi 
Zhongcheng, Zhongshuling, Zhongshu Yezhe, Shangshuling and other 
non-appointed low-ranking officials successively took over the work of 
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Yushi, assisting the emperor in reviewing the “direct appeals” of officials 
and common people.

Lu Xiqi. 2021. 秦代的县廷 (The County Government in the Qin 
Dynasty). 史学月刊 (Journal of Historical Science) 9: 15–32.

Abstract  Ling, Cheng, or Shou were the chief officials of the county 
government in the Qin Dynasty, but their functions, statuses, and powers 
were quite different: Ling was in charge of military affairs; Cheng had 
no military power; and Shou was the county governor with insufficient 
qualifications. Shoucheng was in charge of the daily operation and 
clerical affairs of the county government. The county government set 
up six departments, Ling (orders), Li (officials), Hu (households), Jinbu 
(gold and cloth), Sikong (engineering agency), and Cang (warehouse), 
as the administrative institutions of the county government, with each 
presided over by its own Lingshi (secretary). Several positions with 
the dual functions of management and operation, including Shaonei 
(financial institution), Sikong (engineering agency), Tianguan (bureau 
of agriculture and reclamation), Cang (warehouse), Ku (arsenal), and 
Chuguan (livestock officer), were established as the directly affiliated 
institutions under the county government, with their leading officers 
called Sefu or Shou. Wei (captain) was led by Junwei (captain of the 
county) and Xiansefu or Xianshou (chief officer of the county). He had 
an independent office, led Zuo (lieutenant) and Shi (secretary), with Shi  
holding actual responsibility for the daily administrative affairs of the 
captain’s office. Yushi (commissioner for justice) in the county was led 
by Zushi and Zhangli, who was responsible for the trial of legal cases in 
the county, and also had a supervisory function. Between the Qin and 
Han dynasties, the county government had two levels of officers, which 
were respectively Zhangli and Shaoli. It appointed Cao and Guan to 
govern and manage the affairs. This basic administrative pattern had not 
changed, but Cheng and Wei had actually become the deputies of Ling or 
Zhang, and Yushi had become the subordinate of Cheng.
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Yang Nianqun, and Sun Yan. 2023. 谕众劝俗: 木铎制与明清乡

里社会的政教实践 (Proclamation of Decrees and Advice to the 
People: The System of “Wooden-Clapper Bell” Elders and Its 
Practice in Political Domestication in the Rural Society of 
the Ming and Qing Dynasties). 北京大学学报(哲学社会科学版) 
(Journal of Peking University [Philosophy and Social Sciences]) 2: 
84–97.

Abstract  The saying that “an official goes the rounds to issue 
proclamations with a wooden-clapper bell” was originated from the 
records in the Book of Documents, symbolizing how the emperor governed 
his country by promoting political domestication. The Emperor Hongwu 
of the Ming Dynasty created the system of “wooden-clapper bell” elders, 
and incorporated it into the overall layout of grassroots governance in the 
early Ming Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty further constructed the system of 
going the rounds to issue proclamations with a wooden-clapper bell as a 
symbol of the splendor of imperial court governance, and finally turned 
“wooden-clapper bell” elders into cultural domesticators who were widely 
distributed in the rural areas. The wooden-clapper bell elders in charge 
were responsible for the proclamations of decrees and orders, and this 
system was successively integrated with the community self-monitoring 
system, the community compact system, and the community self-defense 
system, which gradually shaped the operation form of proclamations 
by both going the rounds and sitting in court. “Wooden-clapper bell” 
elders had multiple identities such as “administrators,” “domesticators,” 
“officials,” and “gentries.” By their mobile ways of proclamations, 
they could go deep into the countryside and also into the alleys and 
lanes in the townships, and make up the categories which educational 
institutions like schools could hardly involve. Thus, “wooden-clapper 
bell” elders, together with other media like community compacts and 
clans, constituted a set of hierarchical and interlocked system infiltrated 
for political domestication. Meanwhile, the operation of proclamations 
by “wooden-clapper bell” elders was also a drill of political domestication 
in nature, which embedded the call of political domestication into the 
lives of the villagers, constituting the daily domination and its dimension 
of life under the order of “great  unification.”
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Zhou Dandan, and Li Ruohui. 2021. 寓封建于郡县: 论费孝通 
“双轨政治”的历史真实 (Feudalism in County System: Historical 
Truth of Fei Xiaotong’s Dual Track Politics). 史学月刊 (Journal 
of Historical Science) 4: 98–106.

Abstract  With the emergence of historical sociology in China, scholars 
in the field of sociology, starting with Fei Xiaotong’s dual-track 
politics, have begun to focus on the discussion of feudalism and county 
issues of traditional society, so as to find a broader world of historical 
imagination. Dual-track politics, as a summary of the power operation 
and its relationship in the traditional Chinese social structure, has the 
characteristics of abstraction and ideality of sociological concepts. To 
what degree is dual-track politics in line with the truth of Chinese history 
has been underappreciated by academic circles for a long time. And how to 
retrospect and demonstrate this concept of historical sociology in Chinese 
history is also worth pondering. Returning to historical perspective, we 
can find that Gu Yanwu’s theory of feudalism in county system is the 
historical truth of Fei Xiaotong’s dual-track politics. Furthermore, the 
hereditary system of county magistrates in the Wei, Jin, Northern and 
Southern dynasties is the detail truth of Gu Yanwu’s theory. Therefore, a 
communicable bridge should be built between the concepts of historical 
facts, historical theory, and historical sociology, in order to expand the 
methodological perspective of historical sociology research.

Zhou Ding. 2022. 晚唐五代的军吏与基层治理体系转型 (Military 
Officers and Transformation of Grassroots Governance in Late 
Tang and Five Dynasties). 史林 (Historical Review) 4: 39–59.

Abstract  The present paper points out that the militarized system 
of governance adopted by fanzhen (frontier defence commands) was 
transplanted to the grassroots society in the mid- and late Tang and lords 
of fanzhen set up militarized administrative organs continuing to exist 
in the Five Dynasties. Military officers played the leading role in these 
grassroots governments. Most of them were from powerful, wealthy 
families, playing a dual role in benefitting their own clans and extending 
power down to grassroots society.
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