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Research progress of the impact of tooth loss on swallowing function
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[Abstract] Normal swallowing is a crucial activity for maintaining survival and metabolic balance in the body. A com-
plete and healthy set of teeth is critical for the proper execution of swallowing functions. However, various oral diseases
such as periodontal disease, dental caries, trauma, and tumors can lead to tooth loss. In recent years, the acceleration of
the aging process has rendered the issue of tooth loss among the population increasingly prominent. However, the effect
of tooth loss on swallowing function is often overlooked by clinicians and patients. Previous studies have shown that
tooth loss negatively affects various aspects of swallowing, including food mastication, bolus transport, mandibular posi-
tioning, and the coordination of oral muscle groups, leading to swallowing hypofunction. This article reviews existing da-
ta to clarify the correlation between tooth loss and swallowing disorders and evaluates the therapeutic effects of prosthetic
restoration on swallowing function in patients with tooth loss. The synthesized evidence aims to provide a theoretical
foundation for evidence-based clinical decision-making in dentistry.
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