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Abstract　The Chinese path to modernization features socialist modernization 
with Chinese characteristics. It not only adheres to scientific socialism with 
Chinese characteristics but is also the Chinese road of development during 
global modernization, the path to realizing the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation, and the creation of a new model for human advancement. 
Through the Chinese path to modernization, Chinese civilization with a 
long history now displays a brand-new form and its unique values and 
significance on the global stage. This paper probes into the vicissitudes of 
the Chinese nation in modern times, and reveals the leapfrog development 
of the great national rejuvenation to highlight the significance of the Chinese 
modernization by solving the “mystery of figures” ; explores the Chinese 
nation’s ideological progress during modernization since modern times to 
show the thought development that Chinese modernization achieved by 
analyzing the “mystery of thought” ; elaborates on the value orientation 
of the great national rejuvenation to demonstrate the guidance on values 
provided by Chinese modernization by explaining the “mystery of values” ; 
and studies the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation from a strategic 
perspective to tap into the rich significance and institutional underpinnings of 
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Chinese modernization by unraveling the “mystery of characteristics.” The 
Chinese Communists have conducted comprehensive theoretical explorations 
and pioneered practical innovations in the above aspects, which formed its 
powerful guidance in ideas and values, the underpinnings of the systematic 
structures and institutions, and created the Chinese path to modernization. The 
Chinese path to modernization pushes forward the leapfrog development of 
the Chinese nation towards modernization, advances the national rejuvenation 
along the right track, builds a new form of Chinese civilization, and shape the 
development course of contemporary human culture.

Keywords　the Chinese road, modernization, Chinese modernization, great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation

At the Ceremony Marking the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the 
CPC, declared on behalf of the Party and the Chinese people that China has 
created moderate prosperity for its population of 1.4 billion. This means 
that China has successfully completed a historic resolution to absolute 
poverty, and embarked on a new journey to become a great modern socialist 
country in all aspects. The Chinese nation has achieved the tremendous 
transformation from standing upright to becoming prosperous and growing 
in strength, and that China’s rejuvenation is an unstoppable historical force. 
Later, the resolution adopted at the sixth plenary session of the 19th CPC 
Central Committee proposed promoting national rejuvenation through a 
Chinese path to modernization, pointing to the correct direction and feasible 
way for advancing national rejuvenation. In particular, the Chinese path to 
modernization studies and passes on socialism, but not an exact copy of the 
traditional socialist pattern of some countries; it learns from the historical 
experience and development model from the modernization in Western 
countries, while not mechanically imitating them. Chinese modernization 
follows the path to socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics. By 
upholding the path to socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics, 
the CPC led the Chinese people to go through a process of modernization 
that took the developed countries centuries to complete in just a few decades. 
And by following this path, the Party has successfully translated the global 
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changes of a magnitude not seen in a century into strategic opportunities for the 
Chinese nation to achieve healthy and rapid development, creating miracles of 
fast economic growth and long-term social stability. As Xi Jinping stated, “The 
Party has led the people in pioneering a uniquely Chinese path to modernization, 
creating a new model for human advancement” (Xi 2021b, 18).

How shall we understand the “Chinese path to modernization,” the 
achievements made by China so far and the “new model for human 
advancement” it created? It should be noted that the Chinese path to 
modernization is the road to socialist modernization with Chinese 
characteristics. It is the scientific socialism with Chinese characteristics, 
China’s road of development during global modernization, the path to 
realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and also a creation 
of a new model for human advancement. Through the Chinese path to 
modernization, Chinese civilization with a long history now displays a 
brand-new form and its unique values and significance on the global stage. 
Reviewing the tremendous historical achievements created by the CPC over 
the past century, we should, on the one hand, see that since the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, especially since the launch 
of reform and opening up in 1978, the CPC has led the Chinese people to 
achieve leapfrog developments and made great historical achievements in 
the process of socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics, in which 
we take great pride. On the other hand, we must also realize that Chinese 
modernization will not be a walk in the park that can be finished overnight. 
Quite the other way, it is a process integrating exploration in theory and 
practice in multiple dimensions, including development philosophy, value 
choice, and institutional construction. It needs constant endeavors, reforms, 
and innovations through trial and error. By solving the “mystery of figures,” 
this paper probes into the vicissitudes of the Chinese nation in modern 
times, and reveals the leapfrog development of the national rejuvenation to 
highlight the functions of Chinese modernization; By analyzing the “mystery 
of thought,” this paper tries to explore the Chinese nation’s ideological 
progress during modernization since modern times to show the thought 
development that Chinese modernization achieved; By explaining the 
“mystery of values,” this paper tries to elaborate on the up-to-date innovation 
of the path to socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics. Finally, by 
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unraveling the “mystery of characteristics,” this paper tries to study the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation from a strategic perspective to tap into the 
rich significance and institutional underpinnings of Chinese modernization. 
I believe that, it is the CPC’ comprehensive theoretical explorations and 
pioneering practical innovations in the above aspects that formed the powerful 
guidance in ideas and values, the underpinnings of the systematic structures 
and institutions, and the creation of the Chinese path to modernization. 
Chinese modernization has promoted the leapfrog development of the 
Chinese nation towards modernization, advanced the national rejuvenation 
along the right path, built a new form of Chinese civilization, and shaped the 
development course of contemporary human civilization.

1　Mystery of Figures: The Chinese Path over the Past 
Century Enabling the Chinese Nation to Stand at the 
Commanding Height of the Times and Demonstrate Its 
Powerful Functions

The effectiveness of a development path is determined by its contribution to 
the country and its people. The most critical value of Chinese modernization 
is its role in advancing national rejuvenation so that the Chinese people 
can stand at the commanding height of national development and human 
civilization through a hundred years of endeavors led by the CPC. General 
Secretary Xi Jinping stressed that over the past hundred years, all the 
struggles, sacrifices and efforts made by the CPC and by the Chinese people 
under its leadership have been directed to one goal—the rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation.

From the historical and theoretical views, the conditions for a nation’s 
rejuvenation are that the nation has had its days of prosperity and decline, since 
without either it cannot be called rejuvenation. The Chinese nation meets both 
of these conditions. Here we review the specific and profound significance of 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through some data.

First, in ancient times, China was once considerably prosperous. According 
to the research of historical economists, since the Tang and Song dynasties, 
China’s economy had been in a leading position in the world. By 1820, 
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China’s GDP accounted for about 33% (Chen 2021) in the world. At that 
time, China’s GDP was 20% higher than that of all European countries 
combined.

Second, China faced grave crisis and declined after the advent of modern 
times. After the Opium War in 1840, the Chinese nation had forfeited its 
sovereignty, paid reparations and ceded land. The gap between China and the 
world was widened rapidly. When the PRC was founded in 1949, China’s total 
economic output accounted for only 4.6% of the total global economic share. 
From 33% in 1820 to 4.6% in 1949, it took only 129 years, which marked the 
most humiliating period in the modern history of the Chinese nation.

Third, modern China has started to develop healthily and rapidly. Since the 
founding of the PRC, especially since the launch of reform and opening up, 
China has witnessed rapid economic growth. We can draw a comparison with 
the United States. Statistics show that, if calculated in US dollars, China’s 
GDP was about 149.541 billion in 1978, while that of the United States 
was 2,351.599 billion. The GDP of the US was 15.7 times that of China 
then. Forty years later, by 2018, China’s GDP rose to 13,894.818 billion, 92 
times that of 40 years ago, while the GDP of the United States increased to 
20,611.861 billion, 8.8 times that of 40 years ago. The GDP of the United 
States was only 1.48 times that of China. China has become the world’s 
second largest economy since 2010. By 2018, China’s GDP accounted 
for 16.1% of the world economy (World Bank, the National Bureau of 
Statistics).1 Even in 2020, facing the outbreak of the COVD-19 pandemic, 
with the commitment to putting the people and human life above all else, the 
CPC pooled nationwide resources and rallied the people, leading the nation 
resolutely to launch a battle to curb the spread of the virus, and thus protected 
the health and safety of the people to the greatest extent possible. Under 
the leadership of the CPC, China eradicated absolute poverty with a victory 
in the fight against it, promoted economic and social recovery, and built a 
moderately prosperous society in all aspects. Also in this year, China’s GDP 
increased by 2.3%, becoming the only major economy with positive growth 
in the world.

1　The above data are based on comparing the US dollar conversion rates for the year, and 
the specific figures are from the World Bank (https://data.worldbank.org.cn/) and the National 
Bureau of Statistics (http://www.stats.gov.cn/).
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Of course, China’s rapid development is not only reflected in the growth of 
GDP, but also the progress in all aspects including economy, politics, science 
and technology, education, society, culture, ecology, national defense, and 
diplomacy. Many people have summed up China’s achievements with the 
expression of “the miracles of fast economic growth and long-term social 
stability.” The Chinese nation has achieved the tremendous transformation 
from standing upright to becoming prosperous and growing in strength, 
and that China’s rejuvenation is an unstoppable historical force. This is the 
significant contribution made by the Chinese path to modernization to the 
national rejuvenation, and certainly to the cause of world civilization and 
human advancement.

2　Mystery of Thought: Transcending the Ideological 
Misunderstanding in Modernization and Establishing 
Ideological Guidance

Modernization marks a huge step forward in human civilization since modern 
times. The Chinese path to modernization takes a profound understanding of 
modernization as its necessary ideological premise, which means the Chinese 
nation awakened both in spirit and thought. A review of the past tells us that 
the Chinese nation underwent bumpy and tortuous journey when exploring 
and understanding modernization.

As for the world, modernization started from the Industrial Revolution 
in the Great Britain; and its root in thought should be traced back to the 
Renaissance Europe, which to this day has had a history of over 700 years. 
The Chinese nation, despite having had a glorious history, lagged far behind 
in modern era when the world progressed rapidly towards modernization, 
which was a stark contrast. At that time, China was still in the illusion of 
being the Celestial Empire. It was not until Western powers had China open 
its doors by their modern weapons that the Chinese nation realized that the 
world had reached a fairly high level of modernization and was developing 
toward globalization. We were forced into modernization due to the invasion 
and aggression of imperialist powers, which left the Chinese nation suffering 
in all areas, such as the economy, society, institutions, and politics, yet the 
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worst is the one in the national psychology. The people’s sense of national 
dignity and self-confidence were seriously traumatized.

Because modernization made its way to the Chinese nation through 
imperialist powers it became an external force that forced China on its knees. 
Therefore, the Chinese nation did not fully embrace modernization at first, 
and misinterpretations of modernization had existed over time. The Chinese 
nation has gone through a very tortuous process when facing modernization, 
from fearing, seeking, leaving, misunderstanding, and isolating to proactively 
pursuing.

For quite a long time, the Chinese nation possessed a sense of unique and 
intricate fear for modernization. In the modern era, we mainly concentrated 
on and endeavored to learn modernization in terms of advanced technologies 
and industries. For instance, China initiated the Westernization Movement, 
set up various modern industries, purchased modern weaponry from Western 
countries, and founded the Fujian Fleet and Beiyang Fleet. However at that 
time, the Chinese people still doubted modernization deep in mind, disliked it 
or even dreaded it. The Chinese nation fell into an uncommon “modernization 
besiege” (Ouyang 2003). The main purpose of the Westernization Movement 
was to introduce the modern manufacturing and technology from the West, in 
an attempt to resist Western modernization through undertaking China’s own 
modernization, which was called “learning from the advanced technologies in 
the West in order to resist the invasion of the Western powers.” Over time and 
with the development needs, we learned from many fields including science 
and technology, education, management, and institution. However, we always 
had a question about the paradigm in our hearts: Should it be the Chinese 
Principles with Western Instruments or Western Principles with Chinese 
Application? However, the long-term dispute over China–West relations in 
the modern times had been a huge misconception from the beginning. For a 
country or a nation, the terms of “principle” and “instrument” (or “application” ) 
are related, forming an integral whole, just like two sides of a coin.

The invasion of the imperialist powers motivated countless patriots of high 
ideals to seek fights to free the country from devastation and dismemberment, 
from the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Movement to the Yihetuan Movement, 
from the Reform Movement of 1898 to the Revolution of 1911, from the New 
Culture Movement to the May Fourth Movement. Some advanced thinkers 
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became keen to learn and pursue Western modernization, thus calling for 
learning Western science and democracy, introspecting and questioning 
China’s national character. Some even advocated total Westernization, 
which means to thoroughly follow the Western path to modernization. 
Back then in China, people had different thoughts; various doctrines were 
introduced; diverse modernization paths clashed. The Chinese nation fell into 
unprecedented ideological confusion.

Under such a background and with the influence of Russia’s October 
Revolution, Marxism was introduced into China, inspiring communist thought 
and proletarian revolutionary movement in China. The CPC was born, which 
marked an epoch-making event. Since the founding of the PRC, under the 
leadership of the CPC, the people have become masters of the country. 
Mao Zedong proposed the goal of striving to build a great socialist country 
clearly and the Chinese nation had an aspiration to construct modernization. 
However, there were once misunderstandings about modernization, which 
reduced it to industrialization, and even heavy industrialization with a focus 
on increasing steel output. And the eagerness to modernization resulted in 
the 1958 Steel Drive, the Proneness to Boasting and Exaggeration, and the 
People’s Commune Movement. At the time, China clearly put forward the 
Four Modernizations—of industry, agriculture, science and technology, 
and national defense. Although not entirely wrong, the understanding of 
modernization then was incomprehensive. In particular, the gradual deviation 
from the accurate understanding of the international and domestic situation 
caused guideline drift. We did not find a path suitable for China’s reality in 
building socialism (Xi 2021a, 17), and there were also misconceptions and 
rejection of modernization. After the reform and opening up in 1978, the CPC 
established a strategy of taking economic development as central task. Deng 
Xiaoping called for the entire CPC and the Chinese people to gear toward the 
world, modernization and the future. Modernization became the key theme of 
China’s social development. The people of the whole country pull together as 
one to pursue and build modernization.

It was through such long-term theoretical exploration that modernization 
and national rejuvenation have become the most primary, fundamental, and 
long-lasting goal for the Chinese people. Under the guidance of Marxism, 
the CPC have led the Chinese people to shatter the three mountains of 
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imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucrat-capitalism, and establish the PRC. By 
the leadership of the CPC, the Chinese people stand upright in politics, gain 
the status of running the country, restore their national self-confidence, and 
embark on the road of socialism in pursuit of democracy, freedom, liberation, 
and national rejuvenation. Therefore, the CPC has won the greatest support 
from the Chinese people, and gained the most powerful independent strength.

3　Mystery of Values: Exploring Socialist Modernization 
with Chinese Characteristics and Establishing the Value 
Coordinates

The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation must follow the road of  
modernization, which is the most profound and vital conclusion drawn by 
the Chinese nation after the ups and downs since modern times. The national 
rejuvenation led by the CPC should not take the capitalist path adopted by 
Western-style modernization, nor follow the traditional pattern of socialism. 
Instead, it must adhere to socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics. 
This fundamental conclusion is drawn from the review of the experience 
and lessons gained in the decades-long course of socialist revolution and 
construction. It is a great mission of the times that must be completed in 
national rejuvenation: integrating socialism with modernization intrinsically 
and organically in China with the largest population in the world, so as to 
explore a path to socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics.

The theoretical and practical explorations of the revolutionary and 
modernization paths with Chinese characteristics stretch through the history 
of the CPC over the past century, function as a core value orientation for the 
cause of the CPC, the country, and the people and are the main theme in the 
progress of the Chinese nation and its society.

The prerequisite for socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics 
is that the Chinese nation acts on its own initiative in political development. 
Victories from the Agrarian Revolutionary War, the War of Resistance against 
Japanese Aggression, and the War of Liberation led to the foundation of the 
PRC in 1949, which is one of the first extraordinary contributions of CPC 
to the people and the nation. To be more exact, through the new-democratic 
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revolution, the Chinese nation and its people truly stand up politically, legally 
and mentally with exhibiting independence and initiative, and they embark on 
the socialist path.

Since the founding of the PRC, the theme of the Chinese nation has 
transitioned from war to peace, from revolution to construction, that is, to 
build China into an independent, democratic and modern socialist country. 
Chairman Mao Zedong, Premier Zhou Enlai and other first-generation leaders 
of the CPC set modernization as the development goal of China. At the 
first National People’s Congress held in 1954, Premier Zhou Enlai clearly 
put forward the goal of modernization in four aspects, namely, industry, 
agriculture, transportation and national defense, which was a prominent 
signal. At the Third National People’s Congress in 1964, Premier Zhou Enlai 
elaborated more explicitly on the development goals: modern agriculture, 
industry, national defense, and science and technology. Since then, the core 
value of the Four Modernizations began to guide the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. In this regard, in the report of the 15th Plenary Session of the 
19th Central Committee of the CPC, General Secretary Xi Jinping said that 
from the first Five-Year Plan to the 14th Five-Year Plan, the Party has made 
continuous efforts to build China into a modern socialist country.

Of course, despite being the value coordinate, modernization cannot 
be guaranteed to always be the goal and direction of social development. 
Objective review of the past tells us that after the founding of the PRC, the 
pursuit of modernization of the Chinese nation has not been without setbacks 
but has undergone twists and turns. When China embarked on socialism, 
it was inevitable to confront the blockade by imperialist nations. In 1956, 
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union completely 
denounced Stalin, causing the split in the international communism 
movement. The CPC had to change its direction from learning from the 
Soviet Union to drawing lessons from their experience and heavily engaged 
in the debate with Soviet revisionism. We had made some ideological 
mistakes, oversimplified concept of modernization, suffered from serious 
natural disasters, and so on. However, none of these has dissolved the Chinese 
nation’s aspiration to pursue modernization and realize the rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation through modernization. On the contrary, the awareness 
of modernization of the Chinese Communists and the Chinese people has 
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become clearer, more assertive, more unequivocal, and more proactive. In 
1978, through the nationwide discussion on the statement “practice is the only 
criterion for testing truth,” the Chinese Communists reasserted the materialist 
epistemology, dialectics, and perspectives on practice, truth, and history of 
Marxism. The Chinese Communists come back to the true spirit of Marxism, 
that is, to help people understand the world more scientifically and change 
the world more reasonably (Ouyang 2018). Once the fundamental questions 
in theory and methodology were solved, emancipation of minds, the Third 
Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the CPC, and reform and 
opening up all took place. The intrinsic creativity of the Chinese nation has 
been inspired as never before, and socialist modernization with Chinese 
characteristics has become the main theme of China’s social development and 
made great progress.

The Chinese people have created socialist modernization with Chinese 
characteristics, and modernization has also made Chinese people more open-
minded and confident. The Chinese nation learns from the world, modern 
countries and their people, and the achievements of human civilization 
with unprecedented openness. We are absorbing and drawing on excellent 
achievements on all fronts as long as they meet the needs of China’s social 
development, including science and technology, mode of production, ways 
of life, management style, communication methods, democratic politics, 
development of the rule of law, cultural patterns, and even the governance 
model. We reshape and recreate them according to China’s situation, and 
integrate them into the dynamic system of China’s modernization. Through 
the studies, researches, construction, exploration, reform, and innovation 
of modernization, China has not only integrated into the modernization of 
human civilization, gained remarkable development space, but has also 
made comprehensive and rapid progress in various aspects like industry, 
science, technology, culture, education, production, and people’s livelihood. 
The magnificent achievements of modernization have laid a strong material 
foundation for China’s development and injected impetus into the world’s 
economic development. China’s rapid development is a part of the global 
changes unseen in a century. After a century’s efforts, China finally has 
caught up with the pace of global modernization. By reaching an advanced 
level globally in some fields and approaching the hub of human civilization 
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development, China’s development is now as rapid as the rest of the world, 
and will likely lead the world civilization development at a certain point in 
the future and guide the healthy development of human civilization.

4　Mystery of Characteristics: Establishing the Strategy 
of the Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation to 
Highlight Institutional Advantages

Over a century of endeavor, the CPC has stayed true to their original 
aspiration and wisely pursued the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
amid the evolution of global governance. By coordinating the development 
logic of modernization, socialism, and Chinese civilization, they have led the 
Chinese people in successfully blazing the path to socialist modernization 
with Chinese characteristics and establishing the strategy of national 
rejuvenation. All the achievements demonstrate distinctive institutional 
advantages of socialism with Chinese characteristics, tap into the strength of 
effective governance, and create the Chinese path to modernization and a new 
model for human advancement (Ouyang 2021).

In terms of strategic significance, the Chinese path to modernization clearly 
defines the strategic role of modernization in the national development 
paradigm and sets it as a constant goal. This has allowed us to make 
unprecedented achievements. The remarkable journey of the CPC over the 
past century is a history of creating conditions, putting them into practice, and 
constantly innovating for socialist modernization with Chinese characteristics, 
which has clear development logic. Since its founding, the original aspiration 
and the mission of the CPC is to seek happiness for the Chinese people and 
rejuvenation for the Chinese nation, and it has made unremitting efforts 
to promote it through hard work at all stages. Through the victory in the 
new-democratic revolution, the three mountains of imperialism, feudalism, 
and bureaucratic-capitalism were shattered, and the PRC was established, 
which realized China’s independence and people’s liberation, creating 
fundamental social conditions for building modernization and achieving 
national rejuvenation. Through the socialist revolution and construction, the 
basic socialist system was established, bringing about the most extensive 
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and profound social change in the history of the Chinese nation and a 
great transformation from a poor and backward Eastern country with a 
large population to a socialist country, creating the fundamental political 
conditions and the institutional foundation for building modernization and 
realizing national rejuvenation. Through reform, opening up, and socialist 
modernization, the CPC led the Chinese people to initiate, uphold, and 
develop socialism with Chinese characteristics; this provides new, dynamic 
institutional support as well as the material conditions for rapid development, 
modernization and national rejuvenation. And through building socialism 
with Chinese characteristics in the New Era, China has more solid material 
foundations, robust institutional underpinnings, and spiritual strength for 
modernization and national rejuvenation.

In terms of development goals, the Chinese path to modernization clearly 
and firmly asserted the core status of people. By taking the modernization of 
people as the core goal and momentum for development, the Chinese path to 
modernization has surpassed Western modernization driven by capital and 
profit. In terms of population, the Chinese path to modernization has been 
modernizing China, a country of 1.4 billion people, the largest in the world 
and one-fifth of the world’s population. The Chinese path to modernization 
will benefit all Chinese people, regardless of their family background, 
occupation, gender, ethnicity, race, age or health condition. Through decades 
of efforts, China, a country once had 600 to 700 million poverty-stricken 
people, fundamentally resolved the problem of absolute poverty. This is 
unprecedented in the history of the Chinese nation and unparalleled in the 
history of human civilization. China has built a moderately prosperous society 
in all aspects, which covers the whole population, every ethnic group, and 
every person. The Chinese nation’s long-standing dream of pursuing a well-
off society is fully realized for the first time. With people’s aspiration for a 
better life serving as the CPC’s governance goal, China’s development target, 
and the core elements of modernization, the Chinese path to modernization 
improves the life quality of the entire society and raises the people’s living 
standards. Concerning future development, the Chinese path to modernization 
strives to turn China into a great modern socialist country in all aspects that is 
prosperous, democratic, civilized, harmonious, and beautiful.

In terms of content and structure, the Chinese path to modernization 
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absorbs and draws on the components and structure of Western modernization 
by developing and innovating them based on China’s actual situations and 
thus constructs a new modernization system with a broader vision and 
richer significance. The idea of modernization stems from the West with 
rich contents from its beginning, for instance: rationalization, an ideological 
revolution to publicize bourgeois ideology and culture; industrialization, 
which means machine production and industrial revolution, demonstrating 
the progress of natural science and technology; marketization, which was 
market-based and focused on navigation and international trade; urbanization, 
an urban revolution with socialized mass production and mass of service 
sectors as its main contents; democratization, a political process aiming 
at establishing capitalist democracy; development of the rule of law, the 
legal process intending to develop a legal system that can protect capitalist 
democracy, etc. Based on the historical understanding and practical 
construction of various elements of modernization, different modernization 
paths have been formed successively, such as the Western Europe path, North 
American path, Soviet Union and Eastern Europe path, East Asia path, and 
Latin America path. Chinese Communists learn from the world with a mind 
more open than ever, inheriting and applying the core progressive elements of 
world modernization and drawing on the advantages of various modernization 
paths. But instead of imitating others mechanically, CPC constantly expands 
the understanding of modernization and enrich its significance according 
to China’s actual situations and the requirements of the socialist system. 
In the early days of the PRC, the modernization of industry, agriculture, 
national defense, and science and technology were proposed. Then economic 
development became our central task, which was later expanded to cultural-
ethical and material development progress together. Next, the Five-Sphere 
Integrated Plan was implemented, which covers economic, political, 
cultural, social, and ecological advancement. And then, the goal was raised 
to coordinating material, political, cultural, social, and eco-environmental 
progress, enhancing harmony between humankind and nature, thus blazing 
the Chinese path to modernization.

Regarding political institutions, the Chinese path to modernization clearly 
establishes the nature of the modernization as socialist modernization with 
Chinese characteristics, which requires strengthening institution structuring 
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and modernizing China’s system and capacity for governance. Since the 
founding of the PRC, the CPC has always attached great importance to 
institution structuring. The most significant achievement of the reform and 
opening up since 1978 is that it has wisely translated the momentous changes 
not seen in a century into a great international environment facilitating 
China’s economic and social development, and a strong momentum for its 
growth through institutional reform. Since the 18th National Congress of the 
CPC, the CPC has proposed the modernization of China’s system and 
capacity for governance even more clearly, and emphasized on translating our 
country’s institutional strengths into effective governance. Overall, China’s 
political structure consists of three levels, namely, the fundamental system, 
the basic system, and the important system. We work to both pursue 
development and adhere to socialism with Chinese characteristics, constantly 
push forward the system structuring at all levels, providing the necessary 
institution underpinnings for modernization. China’s fundamental system 
includes the leadership of the CPC, the guidance of Marxism, the system of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, and the people’s congresses and other 
systems. On the one hand, we have always upheld and safeguarded the 
stability of the fundamental system, making it the foundation and 
underpinnings for China’s social development. In the meantime, we have 
continued to reform and innovate the system, adapting it to the Chinese 
context, the times’ needs, and people’s aspirations. As for the guiding 
ideology, we have always adhered to Marxism as our guiding ideology, 
continued to adapt Marxism to the Chinese context, the needs of times, and 
constantly promoted the popularization of Marxism. Based on the needs of 
Chinese revolution and construction, Chinese Communists developed Mao 
Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of Three Represents, the 
Scientific Outlook on Development and Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. We have always upheld and 
improved the overall leadership of the CPC, and persist in exercising full and 
rigorous self-governance. In particular, we place importance on the CPC’s 
self-reform so that the CPC, which has a history of over a century, can stay 
true to its original aspiration and founding mission, uphold truth, correct 
mistakes, and maintain its vigor and vitality. We have always adhered to 
Marxist scientific socialism but purposefully not followed the traditional 
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pattern of socialism or the socialism path in the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. We successfully forged a path for socialism with Chinese 
characteristics. We uphold the leading position of the working class and the 
principal position of the people, and adhere to the system of people’s 
congresses. We coordinate efforts to fully advance the law-based governance 
of China and rigorous CPC self-governance in every aspect, uphold both the 
rule of law and the rule of virtue, therefore fundamentally maintaining the 
stability of the country and society. As for the basic system, China’s basic 
systems cover various aspects such as politics, economy, and law. Based on 
their respective contents and features, we have continued to improve the basic 
systems in practice. China’s basic political systems include the system of 
CPC-led multiparty cooperation and political consultation, the system of 
regional ethnic autonomy, and the mechanism for community-level self-
governance. Over decades, we have always adhered to and practically 
implemented the basic political systems, and we have continued to improve 
them in the implementation process, providing the broadest political 
foundation for modernization. We adhere to the system of CPC-led multiparty 
cooperation and political consultation, and develop whole-process people’s 
democracy. Through people’s political consultation and the united front, we 
give full play to the role of other political parties and prominent figures 
without party affiliation, promote whole-process democratic consultation, and 
improve the consultative democracy. We build a new type of socialist political 
party system, which enables and encourages various political forces to 
actively and effectively participate in the political activities. By adhering to 
and exercising the system of regional ethnic autonomy, we safeguard the 
lawful rights and interests of people in ethnic minority areas and their 
participation in social, economic, political, and cultural activities to the 
greatest extent. Ethnic unity has been reinforced to pursue national 
rejuvenation jointly. By adhering to and continuously improving the 
mechanism for community-level self-governance, we have created diversified 
forms to mobilize the enthusiasm of the broadest possible majority of the 
people to participate in the self-governance featuring the rule of law and the 
rule of virtue at the community level, and to realize people’s democracy to 
the broadest extent. As for the economic systems, the Chinese path to 
modernization has established diverse forms of ownership, multiple forms of 
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income distribution and various institution and mechanisms of market 
economy, which ensure overall economic security and maintain the 
economy’s vitality. The ownership, distribution, and market economy systems 
play an essential role in allocating resources effectively. They are the core 
elements of a modern economic system (the modernization models of 
different countries are very different in this respect), the core focus of China’s 
reform and opening up, as well as vital components of the Chinese path to 
modernization. After decades of endeavors, the Chinese path to modernization 
has created an economy system with distinctive Chinese features. As for the 
ownership basis, we shifted from a model of pure public ownership to a 
model where public ownership plays the dominant role alongside economic 
entities under diverse forms of ownership. We create mixed-ownership 
economic entities containing multiple forms: the state sector of the economy, 
collective economic organizations, foreign-invested enterprises, Chinese-
foreign equity joint ventures, and sole proprietorships. The robust public 
sector can provide solid and reliable support for the national economy, 
becoming the anchor in various economic risks. Through the development of 
the non-public sector, China’s economy is gaining more space and 
opportunities, making society more dynamic. As for the income distribution, 
we have adopted a composite distribution system under which distribution 
according to work is the mainstay with multiple other forms of distribution; 
we make efforts to emphasize efficiency while promoting fairness. We 
motivate the workers through distribution according to work and enable 
various resources into social production and activities through multiple forms 
of distribution, thus injecting fresh vitality into society. The CPC Central 
Committee recently proposed an institutional framework under which 
primary, secondary, and tertiary distribution are well coordinated to regulate 
income distribution, bring prosperity to all, and demonstrate the defining 
feature of socialism. As for the operating mechanism, China pioneered the 
socialist market economy in the world. We give full play to the market’s role 
in resource allocation, transforming its supportive role to a fundamental one, 
and then to a decisive one, which gives great vitality to economic 
development. Meanwhile, the government does not waive its responsibility in 
the economy; it has to make necessary, reasonable, and appropriate macro 
policy adjustments according to economic performance and promote the 
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integration of an “efficient market” with “proactive government.” By doing 
so, we not only inspire market vitality following the value law but prevent 
major risks, disorders and chaos. In particular, when necessary, we can 
mobilize resources for significant, crucial and challenging missions, blazing a 
Chinese path to the modernization of the socialist economy.

As for the cultural foundation, the Chinese path to modernization has 
defined the theme of culture in the new era. Under the guidance of Marxism, 
we should learn from advanced Western culture, promote the creative 
transformation and development of the outstanding traditional Chinese 
culture, and develop a scientific, people-oriented socialist culture for our 
nation that embraces modernization, the world, and the future, so as to ensure 
that cultural-ethical and material development progress together, and to build 
a new form of Chinese culture. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
needs a powerful cultural force. Under the guidance of Marxism, the CPC 
have carried out all-round and multi-directional ideological exploration and 
cultural innovation to strengthen cultural confidence with an open mind. 
First, by tapping into and reinterpreting outstanding traditional Chinese 
culture and its historical wisdom, we look for the deepest root of traditional 
culture for the present Chinese nation. And through creative transformation 
and development, we bring the traditional culture back to life, integrating 
it into the current Chinese ideological and cultural system while enriching 
the profound Chinese culture. Second, we take lessons from the advanced 
thoughts and cultures emerging from global modernization to find the most 
advanced thoughts and development methods for the present China. We 
make efforts to adapt them to China’s context and make them the social 
development path of present China, which significantly enhances the 
awareness of modernization and level of practice of the Chinese nation. 
Third, we reassert the true spirit of Marxism, adapt Marxism to the Chinese 
context and the times’ needs, and promote the popularization of Marxism, 
making it the scientific guiding ideology of the CPC and the Chinese nation 
and giving the Chinese nation greater initiative. The proactive explorations 
in the above three directions provide contemporary China with abundant 
ideological resources and cultural significance in an unrivalled way and 
significantly strengthen the CPC’ awareness of history, times, and values. 
More importantly, we have become more purposeful in integrating Marxism, 
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outstanding traditional Chinese culture, and advanced Western culture. We not 
only apply these cultural resources to guide contemporary Chinese practice, 
giving them rich spiritual significance, but also create something brand-new 
based on contemporary Chinese contemporary practice, achieving creative 
transformation and cultural development. Having deep roots in tradition, 
an accurate understanding of the spirit of the times, and commitment to the 
correct values, we will stand at the commanding heights of spirits and values 
in human civilization progress and can shape the future of human civilization 
to make more significant contributions to building a community with shared 
future for mankind.

The Chinese path to modernization will benefit not only people in China, 
but also those from the rest of the world. The Western world made its way 
to modernization by abusing, plundering, and enslaving backward and 
weak countries, creating the era of colonialism. On the contrary, Chinese 
path to modernization advocates humanity’s shared values of equality, 
development, fairness, justice, democracy, and freedom. It translates global 
changes unseen in a century into strategic opportunities for the Chinese 
nation, pooling various international and domestic resources to be a powerful 
momentum for accelerating the modernization of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, building a strategy for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation and creating a new form of human advancement. The Chinese path to 
modernization serves the Chinese people’s aspirations for a better society, 
benefitting the Chinese people as well as the modernization of the world. It 
provides Chinese insight and input for countries and peoples who strive for 
rapid development while hoping to maintain their independence and advances 
the community with a shared future for mankind toward a healthier direction.
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