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Abstract

Objective: To explore the role of NCSTN (nicastrin) in non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) and
its clinical significance. Methods: A549-NCSTN-KO cell line was constructed, and the cell prolifera-
tion and migration abilities were detected by CCK-8 and Transwell assays, respectively. The tumori-
genic growth ability of cells was evaluated by subcutaneous tumor formation assay in mice. In addi-
tion, clinical samples were used to analyze the expression of NCSTN and its correlation with clinical
stage. Results: Knockdown of NCSTN significantly inhibited the proliferation and migration of A549
cells and reduced the growth rate of subcutaneous transplanted tumors in mice. At the same time, the
expression of NCSTN in lung cancer tissues was significantly higher than that in normal tissues, and
its high expression was associated with a later clinical stage. Conclusion: Reducing the expression of
NCSTN can inhibit the progression of non-small cell lung cancer.
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NCSTN i ik e 25 =43 W0 il 104 3% 1 , 52 ) U o A i
R 1 (APP) I U1 #1553k 42, 2 5 B0 R 9% it 3R 1Y
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L1 zmie AR/ 40 Al % 40 i &R AS49,
A549-NCSTN-KO 4fi s (Mg T 2 DO AR W) 2 7] ) o
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1.1.4 % ZiX# PFA(Sigma/t#l); DMEM,
High glucose, Fetal Bovine Serum . TrypsintEDTA
(0.25%) \FEHi 4 IgG(H+1L) —Hi (Thermo Fisher
Scientific 22 7l , 22 H ) ; RIPA % fi# Wi (Servicebio 2>
AL B0 s U —H NCSTN NADPH (= J# 7 ¥ 3
ARABRA T B0 5 45 0 5 3 Wl SDS-PAGE RN

s IO e ) e L CCK-8 i 1l &5 (38 = K, 11 ) s PBS
Buffer(/ZE TAEWABRA R, FiF) ; BCA K & (Ab-
cam A A, % [EH ) ; Transwell 48 g /)y & (Labselect 2>
Al ,dt ) s PVDEF R (Merck, £ [H )

1.1.5 I3 B E  AUP5E 0T Tk A e
A 2 & 3% ( The Cancer Genome Atlas, TCGA) %t 42
FE B9 Ml 9 RNA-seq %t ¥ & ( %% 98 4 % 7 -
TCGA-LUAD) , Z#li Vi8] H #y 2024 -3 H 7H .

1.2 7%

1.2.1 #3# AS49-NCSTN-KO @i 2 AHF5 %
J CRISPR-Cas9 &M #% 5 1 (RNP) % #E47 A549 4
M NCSTN 2 BBl By i B o 5 %%, il 4l NCSTN A
B H O A T O A R R P sgRNA, BE L
sgRNA 5 Cas9 2 111 5: 1(sgRNA: Cas9) () il 1
AL EiRFE 10 min UE R RNP E 54, 2 Lon-
za Fil Thermo Fisher Neon # 4t & 4c i #VEva W] |, i
FH LG QL 30K RNP 2 & W05 A ASA9 241 il . % 4
J&i , il 3 Sanger I J7 563 NCSTN % [H 1 B BR 20K
25 3 R KO BU% N 89% , & B NCSTN 3t [ i B
1.2.2 @3 A549 Fl A549-NCSTN-KO 4
L AE & 10% JI 45 1L 59 DMEM 1 2 3 v 15 9%, &
T 37 °C 5% CO M 4l L 15 T A6 vh o S 40 i ml & B
iKEN 70%~80% B}, #EATAE AR B L 00

1.2.3 Western Blot # @ NCSTN & & & 12 & &
= (S A & E R A RIPA 22 oh il 24 i
AS49 A i . FE VK BB E 30 min J5 ,4 °C .12 000
remin” B0 10 min, WA FWEW . g BCARH &
W5 2 W 10 pg 2R 11 M 48 SDS-PAGE
B RN E PDVF . & Tween-20 ) TBST
B vp W E PVDF B 1 h, FfiJ5 F NCSTN Al
NADPH #ifk 4 Cig & % . kK H, TBST & %
SWLERT ZHIMWME Lh, BUIEVE 3. &Ja . Ml
JH Bio-Rad & 4t 5% 4547 o ffi [} Image J 3K 4 X} 25
45 AT IR € oA, #E6EH] GAPDH A — 1k
HEATEHE S BT AR

1.2.4 @ je A& K & & o X O AB49 M
A549-NCSTN-KO 4ii ffl 4% B 2 2 X 10* 4> -mL 'Y
W ¥ AL 100 pl $2 R0 2 96 FLAR b, 43 9 7E O
12,24 .36 .48 hIf W 4 5 F5 5, i A CCK-8 AR,
BFRM PR 1 hJa, T 450 nm 9% K F 0 & 6 %
(OD)MA , 2 i 4 M A R ih 2k .

1.2.5 mpmit 5 fE 124 H A 200 pl
A 10% BG4 1% i DMEM 15 98 3, i A Tran-
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swell /N o /NG N 43 3R TG I 3 By 7% A R
£ 20X 10° 4 +mL ' ) A549 K A549-NCSTN-KO
MM B . WiFe24 hm ,PBS 1, 4% £ 5 R [#]
JE 15 min, 45§ 229G 5 20 min, 1 B0 5%
1.2.6 mpiz & %% 12408 i A 200 pl
S 10% Ja 4 175 B DMEM 5 3% 32 )5 L it A Tran-
swell /NS o /NG P TS A R 1) 58 G, 355 % 4
e 4 h e, A 20X 10° A4S «mL ' By A549 &
A549-NCSTN-KO 4 i Bk . #5597 24 h )5 ,PBS 1l
Ve, 4% £ B HEEE E 15 min, 45 M LB R Y 0
20 min, A MRIC 5% .

1.2.7 R AABER ARUFSCRA 12 LR, B
BLAY Ry P2 (R 6 31, 6 AT B2 T i3 200 i 4 o 2
5. BARSE DRy S B e AR BT & 10 pL
i AR 196 186 Fb 2 AR RN B, B S L T/ BRAS U
Ji B 9 X 3 R T T S 1< 105 fit Jeg 40 i L R 5% e 97
AR TR T ESE R ES 25 K, SHE B A 4b FE
ANER, U B3 P8 9 10 S L A . AS B 5 4l 64/
B S 2 R A5 LR 27 Bl W A8 B 22 D1 2% A I o (e v
5 : MRI2025-LACO003) , I 3% 1 € 52 50 30 ) 48 F1l 1)
F9AH LA o

1.2.8 % 9% 4022 4¢ 5 (IHC ) #& ) Al 5 40 22 NC-
STN A&k AHEGE R A 0 40 38 (1% Jiti J B2 1 & 98
FHRY R AT, YR & B Kb TR B IR

*x

NCSTN#iL & (log, TPM+1)
~
. I
NCSTN# A & (log,TPM+1)

q0

Mgl (pH: 6.0) i fT LR L . Mi)s . H 3%
Tk Ak S BH W P U5 Ao AR A ) S L 500 BSA &
M AE R S4B 0 8. VTR 5 H1-NCSTN — 41
(1:500 Ff B )4 CE B %, M5 5 HRP Anid i —
Pr(1:2 000 % B ) WP F 1 ho DAB B A5, 75
AR ZRE e a0 M w% , oK & W JF & o il A Image J

B e €6 5 L AT S O A0 LV B R
DA
1.2.9 %it$ %  {fiH GraphPad 8. 047 43t

Oy BT, 4 T B R B R O 200 Hr . R
P LB AR 25 (o ts) For , P<<0.05 k25 5 A
HYitsE X,

2 HR

2.1 E£EYEBRFESMIER NCSTN 1= fi 15 H 4R
BRZEBSWMEMAX @I TCCGAH I 8l E
(https://portal. gdc. cancer. gov/) H I £ 1) % 5k 4H
Bt Kl PRAT B AT 434, & BTG 18 2 R e XA AR
I 2 i X FEAS , NCSTN 36 A 78 i o i mRNA 3
KRR PHRES TIESALEIALB), #—%
il 2 Kaplan-Meier 4= £7 43 #fr # log-rank £ % 3 i
NCSTN 3 [ & # 3k %t NSCLC 8 4 Jo ik J& 4= 17 1]
(PFS) By , 45 R W], NCSTN [ R ik KF 5
B B TS B A SC (P<<0.05) (B 1C) .

NCSTN
—Low
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Normal Tumor A Normal

2000 4000 6000
Time/d

Tumor B 0

A~B. TCGA HHi B PEAG Bl i B 15 7 4181 CA (B 43501y i % B A A0 3 i %k REAS) i NCSTN f9 & 15 15 1L 5 C. Kaplan-Meier 4= 77 i
2k :NCSTN A9 2 35 5 Il 2 & Ok B A7 W (PFS) Z B A 96 R 5 92 56 B HL 5 1 50098 28 7R S ¥ 8+ bl 22 (n=6) , " P<C0.01, " P<C0.001

(Student's K555 ) .

1 FH TCGA ##& E 4 #7 NCSTN 7£ fifi &5 42 41 B 3R 3k K& X ¥l f'g 9 &2 i

2.2 NCSINZEMEALKIHNRIZES TESFA
2 A X 6 5] B g e N (1% il 9 2 20 % i 55 41 2k
17909 H 28Uk 2% 530 8, I 38 2o Tmage J FEXT fo 9z 40
A g 0 55 Rk AT 8 & A, THE PR g A A A
(& 2), i 2t NCSTN i -F 2 b5 1 1w A5 L
R 33.62% , i 46 55 41 21t NCSTN B F ¥ 45 1 1
o Hh 26.28% (P<C0.01) , i i H-Score ¥ 43

XF A g A Ak g R HE AT E & b, il H ALY
H-Score T4 -3 24 202. 5, ¥ 55 41 21 1) H-Score P
533520 160. 0, A 2H 2R Hedi /b 1 20. 99 % (P<<
0.01). bakgh R NCSTN 78 fifi i 41 21 1) =
KK R TRFHS X —45 R 55T TC-
GA B EWM AV B 7t a2 —3% i — L5
UE T NCSTN T i v 1Y i K38 R4k o
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A LC. i 41 SR8 55 41 40 NCSTN e 414k ;B .D. &
AR 3 950 K U R B AR 2 (n=6) T P<C
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2.3 NCSTNEFRMMBELMERIE K78
Western Blot & ] 41 it ff NCSTN 25 H 19 R ik K.
EHBEE R EFWAEE NS RE R,
AB549-NCSTN-KO 4 ffl h NCSTN 1y £ ik 7K °F i
FALT AS49 4L (P<<0.05) , B 3iF 7 NCSTN J: A
i 1% A R (B 3A) .

2.4 FI{ENCSTN##l AS49 P i85 R H
CCK-8 S5 A A549 & A549-NCSTN-KO 2 it i1
HIFERE 1o BRI A5 SR A AT R A S
M E A 3K . AR AE O hiE, P 2H 20 MY TR
122 R IG5 X (P>>0.05) 3 K100, 76 12 h(P<<
0.01) .24 h(P<<0.01) .36 h(P<<0.05) il 48 h(P<C
0.01) B, 75 20 48 L 19 3% ) 26 S B A G it 3 L
X B2t SEAE A R NCSTN BE % W 2 M i A549 41
it 1) 34 5 g 1 (1 3B ) .

1.5 x  *A549

‘ *A549-NCSTN-KO
210
R

now [ Wy NN
36kU . . GAPDH g 05

A549 AS49-NCSTN-KO 0

~A549
~A549-NCSTN-KO

B H)/h

A. Western Blot & {ll A549 & A549-NCSTN-KO 4ii g 1 NC-
STN ) 8 [ F 3k K S H 5 s B. CCK-8 A6 40 it (14 1 i " P<<
0.05.

B3 NCSTN mf i B9 36 i & H 3t A549 40 B 18 58 1Y

HI % 4E A

2.5 BUENCSTNH# ASOMERERE M T
BE— 2 B F NCSTN XF A549 4 i 12 28 F1 1T 7% 1 3%
M, FRATT 43 o0l i AT T 40 R IR S 56 R Transwell 58
By o B PRSE U0 A5 S T SR A A S Y i 7
B3W. RIRELE LSRR, 5348 hs , Al ik
NCSTN & 2 0 #l T A549 41 g 9 i % A h
(B 4A) . Transwell 52 5 77, Transwell /N % 1
Matrigel )5 FH T #5400 240 Jfd 119 56 JiC I, 3 &oF Matrigel 9
21 4 A 2 A P A A A A S 1 40 L, S
N9 A R AR 2B RE ) o AE Al AE RS S 5
(K 4B), A549 40 i3l 5 Matrigel J2 (1 - 15 41 g £ 0
4394, T A549-NCSTN-KO 40 fitg (1 3 ¥4 41 i %k
2514, 98 /0 T 42% (P<<0.01) . fE40 i f= 22525 rh
(F4C) , A549 4 g 38 i Matrigel JZ A9 4 i 50
12884, 1 A549-NCSTN-KO 40 fits 1 F 27 41 Jfd %
R TATA /D T 42% (P<<0.05) . X e85 L,
NCSTN fiE fi% & 25 5 5 AS49 40 M (93T %% 512 28 fig
He

® A549
1 AS49NCSTN-KO

500
%400
ﬁaoo
gﬂmzm
5 100
0

ASA9NCSTNKO &

<_
~ 1500
i

000

i
=1
g
£ 50
AS49NCSTNKO
0 c

A. B 3% 48 h )i A549 Al AS49-NCSTN-KO 41 i 1 41 i %1 I
25 5  B~C. A549 Al A549-NCSTN-KO 40 Jifi 1) 1T B #l {2 28
S 5 S 0 R i RO R O B BR 22 (n=3) ,"P<C0.05,
“P<20.01(Student's 1K 5 ) .
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2.6 F{ENCSTNHIH AS49 A TR EBEE
KRB TR TS RIE Rk 0 d, B S R
F 0 Jie 8 R RO 2 il A K i 2 (81 5B) . 452
N, fE R 5 OB RT 16 d, AS49 4 5
A549-NCSTN-KO 4 i Mk Bl 22 R K& I # &
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SCH NS 18 K AT 4, 5 4 i PR B MR B W 3 22 57
(18d.20d.22d .24 d,P<<0.05), FE55 25 KALFE/N
SR, o8 8 ) 2 bsd O PR (BT 5A .5C) , A549 21 i
o HSE i o 1. 25 g, 11 AS49-NCSTN-KO 41 i

Jo 1) F- 35 S 5 M 0. 68 g, > T 45. 6% (P<<0.05) .
PL b gE B E I, A549-KO-NCSTN 41 g JE A% 14 Bz F
i A K B IR T AS49 40, JIE P NCSTN 3
PRUEZ MR T AS49 41 Y Bz T A oRe ik
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> ® @

A
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5 20t & 15¢
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=T = 1.0F
= o g0
&= =
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05 0.5F

A iy 'y 1 1 1 1 ||
0 246 8101214161820222 R

e l/d

A C. A549 F1 AS49-NCSTN-KO Jz T F M58 i 51 5 19 AR b A B e 2 (1% o Jgg I &2 5 B. A549 Al AB49-NCSTN-KO J¢ T F b8 (1 4=
K i 2 5 9256 B HoE RO R M BB AR E 22 (n=6) , " P<C0.01(Student’s /¥ 5) .
5 NCSTN B RIME AS49 A R I 4 K

2.7 FiEMSHFMEA/NS NCSTNRILEMHE
3k JE X TCGA B A v b i £ 5 1 5 S 4 4K
it B2 RAT B HEAT 23 07, 45 2R R NCSTN Y 3R ik
K- 5 il 982 Fr JgE /N 2 B 3 OE A5G (P<<0.01) o I
Ab 7 0 0 CIL 53 IV 30 il s 2805 Hh , NCSTN 5 36
KL TR M) B E (P
0.05)(F£1).

3 g

AW G S8 A AR YR B A A BT IEW] T NC-
STN 7 Jili 98 v = 2235 H 5 W5 A8 O, 33X — UE B 58 i
e R B AR F — 25 HEAT T 50 F . F 2 3R A1 38 i T fig
TR FE R AR, 45 S SR I NCSTN
FWH T NSCLC 40 g i 38 58 E 8 R Z26E T, OF
REAR T /N B T FOAEE B A K BB o B il X
il 8 R A 0 B S A B0 B IR A B R AT 4 BT, 3RAT)
B = Gk 5 M I R A 2 I E A G, X
s 2k BLE I NCSTN 78 NSCLC 20 g v i 2% 7 %
K, I 3 I I A A0 N 0 38 A A 28 A a0 e ke
X — & B 5 5w A TR o g — B, B R NC-
STN A] fig 75 Z P b 9 v & A 68 1 o

JUAE AT DA 20 i B /0 BRI DA g B R AR

®1 NCSTNRIZESHASEEX  [H(0)]

NCSTNEF A4  NCSTN ik

<o
AR

(n=269) (n=270)

9 BT 4340 0.004

T1 103 (19.2) 73(13.6)
T2 135(25.2) 157 (29.3)
T3 26 (4.9) 23 (4.3)

T4 4(0.7) 15(2.8)

IR FE N 440 0.154
NO 181 (34.6) 169 (32.3)
N12.N3&.N2 78 (14.9) 95 (18.2)

AEE 0.664
<65% 129 (24.8) 128 (24.6)
=>65% 127 (24.4) 136 (26.2)

51 0.027
Lk 157 (29.1) 132 (24.5)

Bk 112 (20.8) 138 (25.6)

U 0.158
7 44.(8.4) 33(6.3)

JE 217 (41.3) 231 (44.0)

9o B 43301 0.045

1 161 (30.3) 135 (25.4)
I 60 (11.3) 65 (12.2)
I 36 (6.8) 48 (9.0)

\4 8(1.5) 18(3.4)
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FH AR 33 2 3% R0 (4 AL 1 A 52475 A T R k. NC-
STN (nicastrin) & K1 2 y=43 Wb Bl 52 5 74 19 5C 4 41
5y, fE Notch {5 5@ b R #EFR ZAEH . AR
HE B, Noteh {5 5380 [ 78 41 i 23 4k 385 58 R 8 1 55 3o
P HLAT Y 08 2 T RE L NCSTN i 2o 9 347
Y43 U T 35 P B B2 W Noteh 22 4 119 11 %1
Wk o 2 NCSTN 4 B W i, Noteh {5 5 14 5 3l
B T RE 23 52 3] 0 35 A 2 T R BOT Ui A R
FERE . WA EAIFT LI, NCSTN 2k
AN W Noteh {5 53 7 , i 23 5 2 PISK/AKT {7
SO PR A TE M2 . PISK/AKT i B J2 40 0 473
B g AR A R R R IR R 5 2 AR
I 1 KA R R DA G . R, NCSTN (1 BH Wt ¢
FRE AR 22 AR AT PR 0 A 22 o B AR b R R
YEF o SR, NCSTN 7 fili diz i) B AE FHAL# 55
Wl & H & B @ 3 Notch/NICD1/Hesl & PI3K/
AKT/mTOR {5 5 38 % & 2 iy ok J& | 45 75 ok — 25
LTI S R T S WD BT B ] A N W
FE AT AR T R SR ] qRT-PCR Fil Western Blot #; il
NCSTN F #i J5 Notch i ¥ 5 # 4> F (NICD1,
Hesl) K PI3K/AKT/mTOR i # M ¢ & N 8
mRNA FIE F & A48 A0, mT 3 i o 4 48Uk % e
070 BT RS AFJRE 21 20 v b 34 [ b A 0 ) R R AR
J+5 NCSTN ik K P HEA7 M e oA . A #FoES
UE B =43 W6 il 410 1 75 DAPT (24-diamino-5-phenyl-
thiazole) ] LLBH KT Notch {5 53 % , 5 £k 52560 v] DL
Tk vy WA A 4 57 DAPT &b B il 48 20 0, BFA H
NCSTN 33k J W Ui# {5 5 38 i 09 0 i 4E A, 25 i
TEH [6] NCSTN F /N3 300 550, 21 Ak e ik 9 2%
PSRy B & (S N o] ) SN E
8T AT RE

KGR FBRF ASAO X — R, JFE o R
2 HAh NSCLC 41 i & (1 H1975 . PC-9 55 ) LL 45 ik
S5 F A M I AR SCY I PR B A 43 M R oY 4
BT TCGA Bl &, e = 5B B 34 19 1 309 B 17 7%
BE AR FE N 45 A 2 o I R BN L i — 20 0T
ffi NCSTN 7 NSCLC # % iy #iU5 i .

B AW — R LR R T NCSTN

7E NSCLC i 31 224 T, 3 28 6 B (U8 3 1 X
NSCLC 73 1Ll A9 B, s JF A7 8936 J7 A
RO T A M EAE L.
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