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Current Situation and Reform Suggestions for Medical Education
Examinations in China
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Xi’an 710004, China

Abstract: Medical education examination system is crucial for controlling the quality of medical talent cultiva-
tion, integrating education at various levels including pre-university, university, and post-graduation educa-
tion, and ensuring the entry requirements for clinical practice. Amid the ongoing expansion of medical educa-
tion in China, the structural limitations of the current examination framework have become increasingly
evident. The related studies are also mostly limited to a partial perspective and lack a comprehensive and
systematic analysis of the entire chain. This paper reviews the entire examination framework for undergradu-
ate, postgraduate, professional qualification, and resident physician standardized training programs in China.
Drawing on the mature experiences of countries such as the UK, the US and Australia, it is pointed out that
there are currently four core problems including inconsistent assessment standards, excessive frequency of
examinations, repetitive assessment contents, and overemphasis on theory while neglecting practice. Based
on this, a reform path centered on the national unified medical graduation examination is proposed. By

implementing the integration of multiple examinations and mutual recognition of assessment results,
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constructing a progressive clinical ability assessment system, and establishing a “teaching-examination-

evaluation” linkage mechanism, it provides a reference for the reform of medical education examinations and

helps improve the quality of medical talent cultivation.

Keywords: Medical education examination system; Examination reform; Unified medical graduation examina-

tion
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