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reform trends, it is meaningful to conduct a comparative study on the
characteristics of good teachers, as perceived by teachers, students and parents in
China and the United States. The study by Shujie Liu and Lingqi Meng, in
Chapter 16, does this. In this mixed-method study, four characteristics of good
Chinese teachers are identified—teacher ethics, professional skills, professional
development and students’ test scores—and a framework for future comparative
study is proposed.

The studies in section three provide a breakthrough, in that the impacts of
curriculum reform on the emotions and beliefs of teachers are investigated
empirically, as are the concerns of parents and students. These efforts have
extended the curriculum research in China from a macro perspective to a micro
perspective, by looking at the experiences of practitioners.

Through a macro-, meso-, and micro- level investigation, this volume presents
a holistic and vivid picture of curriculum reform in China. Attention is paid to
socio-political influences on curriculum reforms, reforms taking place in
different subject areas, and the transformation of individual practitioners in the
reform discourse. It is noteworthy that the researchers in this volume have made
efforts to address the role of social structure in shaping teachers’ professionalism
and the interaction between the social and the individual in curriculum reform.
How individual teachers draw on their own resources to reconstruct curriculum,
re-regulate the power relations contained therein, and gain legitimacy in the
community could be taken as future research directions. Finally, a concluding
section to this volume to critically evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum
reforms conducted in the PRC and to discuss the implications for future
curriculum implementation would have been helpful.
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Luo’s book, Cultural Reproduction and Educational Choices in the process of
Cultural Change: The Case of Dai Monk Students in Xishuangbanna, is a timely
piece of research in the field of Chinese educational anthropology which is based
on her trailblazing PhD study carried out in 2007. The book is divided into six
chapters. The first chapter introduces the research problem, the literature review,
and the concept of cultural reproduction as a theoretical framework. This is
followed by a detailed description of the ethnic minority Dai community and
culture in Monghan, Yunnan Province. The next chapter depicts the background
of Monghan education and the tension between local cultural tradition and
national culture. The fourth chapter then delineates the findings from the field
study, a thick elaboration of Dai monk students’ schooling and daily life which is
drawn from four case studies of individual monk students. In the theoretical
discussion that follows, Luo analyses the dilemma of local school education,
standing between traditional culture and modernization, between the goals of
localization and national integration. She then goes on to propose the idea of
building a common culture linking school and community. In the concluding
chapter Luo revisits the Western theory of cultural reproduction in the Chinese
context, and reflects on the research methodology and limitations of the study.

Among other things, this study deserves praise for the researcher’s unique and
prolonged field study experience in a Chinese ethnic minority Dai school and in
the local community. She lived there and familiarized herself with the monk
students, their families, the school, the community and local government
organizations. This has resulted in an insightful and nuanced delineation of monk
students’ schooling experiences. Nonetheless, aspects of the book could be
improved, most notably, the theoretical perspective and the writing style.

Regarding the theoretical perspective, Luo is confronted with two major
dilemmas which could be further addressed, namely, the use of Western theories
in a Chinese context, and the connection between the general situation and the
Dai minority situation in educational development in China.

There are always challenges when using Western theories to analyze Chinese
social and cultural problems, and thus Luo’s research is not alone in facing this
dilemma. She has borrowed Bourdieu’s concept of cultural reproduction in
examining the conflict between Dai monk students’ educational choices and the
Chinese national educational system. Bourdieu’s concept is a theorization of his
observation of social class reproduction in French society during the 1960s, which
later gained popularity in Western capitalist societies. Cultural reproduction is
seen as the vehicle of social reproduction in a society where the ruling capitalist
class continues their dominance over the working class through the national
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educational system. In the case of Dai monk students, Luo needs to clear up
certain anomalies: How does cultural reproduction fit in the heterogeneous setting
of an ethnic minority group within a Chinese society still characterized by a
socialist political system? While Luo is clearly aware that the dynamic of cultural
reproduction analysis is entwined with its embedded social context (p. 288), her
description of the social context in Menghai County may not be critical enough of,
nor adequately linked to, the broader social context of Yunnan Province and
indeed of contemporary China. Like typical “official” narratives in China, she
rejects the existence of social class (jieji; i.e., capitalist class vs working class) in
contemporary China. She chooses instead the concept of social strata (jieceng)
which neatly avoids the implication of “struggle” and “conflict” in traditional
class analysis. Unfortunately this puts her into dilemma. For example, without due
process of argumentation, she claims that Dai monk students are not in a position
of political and economic subordination (p. 246). Yet at the same time she
suggests that they lack the possibility of upward social mobility (p. 259). Basically,
she still needs to explain a fundamental question: What are the power dynamics
between Dai monk students, an indigenous minority group from a peasant
background, and other social groups in the local community, such as local
intellectuals (mainly Han teachers), local cadres, religious leaders, and Han
migrants?

Throughout the book, Luo also often refers to theories and findings in the
Western literature. For example, on page 213, she refers to Hargreaves’ The
Challenge of the Comprehensive School: Culture, Curriculum and Community.
However, the case of the working class youth counter-culture in the UK has not
much comparability with Dai monk students, given the stark differences in social,
cultural, economic and historical backgrounds between the two cases. Luo might
better have drawn on the abundant literature of Chinese sociological studies, such
as Lu Xueyi’s work QU [HALSBYZEE5RE (Research Report on Social
“Classes” in Contemporary China) in 2002 on social classes in contemporary
China and research on Chinese youth subcultures.

Furthermore, for those who are familiar with the broader social and cultural
transformations contemporary China is undergoing, Luo successfully uncovers
the decline of traditional minority Dai temple education, but she needs to take a
further step and consider whether the case of Dai monk students is a unique
phenomenon. On page 170, Luo reveals monk students’ subculture of
anti-authoritarianism and resistance; on page 249, she attributes the monk
students’ cultural and educational problems to a declining local culture and an
increasingly dominant national school education system; on page 270, Luo



Book Review 637

proposes some policy suggestions to close the gap between local community and
school. Nonetheless, it is well known that there has been a gross decline in rural
education and minority education alongside an expansion in urban education and
mainstream Han education in China under the trend of marketization over the
past three decades. Hence, all the things that have happened to the Dai monk
students may be typical of the rural and minority education situation elsewhere in
China. An in-depth reflection on the case of Dai monk students against the
broader educational and social context to see how far it is unique would enhance
the rigor of the theoretical analysis in this study.

Finally, the book could be improved if minor presentational issues had not
been overlooked. It has been converted from a PhD dissertation into a book
without appropriate adjustments (e.g., the wording of chapter titles). This slightly
affects its readability as an interesting research book for general readers.
Moreover, the literature review lists an array of English and Chinese references,
but lacks an integrated summary and critical analysis. It would also have been
better to avoid indirect citations, such as the quoting of a remark of Giddens’
from Guo’s (2003) book #HHH M Ear: H & BC# ARGt (The Quiet
Revolution: The Social Construction of Daily Teaching Life) on p. 116 and
another indirect quotation on page 132.
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After 12 years of effort, the Chinese Encyclopedia of Education was finally
issued under the chief editorship of China’s best known educator, Professor Gu
Mingyuan. It is the first professional encyclopedia of education in China,
consisting of four volumes comprising over 1,100 entries and over 7 million
Chinese characters. It covers 25 disciplines, including early childhood education,
special education, higher education, vocational education, adult education,





