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Abstract

Objective: To investigate the effects of hederagenin (HD) on pressure overload-induced cardiac
hypertrophy and fibrosis in mice, and to explore the underlying molecular mechanisms. Methods: A
myocardial fibrosis model was established using transverse aortic constriction (TAC) in mice. Male
C57BL/6 mice (aged 8 - 10 weeks) were randomly divided into four groups (n=10/group): Sham
group, Sham-+HD group, TAC group, and TAC+HD group. Three weeks after TAC or sham
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operation, mice received daily intraperitoneal injections of hederagenin (10 mgekg 'sd ') for 1 week.
To verify the critical role of the JAK2/STATS3 signaling pathway in HD's anti-fibrotic effects, an ad-
ditional group receiving the JAK2-specific inhibitor ruxolitinib (30 mg-kg'sd ') was included as a posi-
tive control. Cardiac function was assessed by echocardiography, myocardial hypertrophy and fibrosis
by histological staining, and the expression of hypertrophic/fibrotic markers and JAK2/STAT3 path-
way activation by Western blot and qPCR. Results: Compared with the TAC group, HD treatment
significantly reduced heart weight/body weight and lung weight/body weight ratios, improved cardiac
function (increased LVEF and LVFS, decreased LVEDd, P<C0.05), attenuated cardiomyocyte hy-
pertrophy (reduced cross-sectional area, decreased Anp and Bnp expression, P<C0. 05), and mitigated
fibrosis (reduced COL-1 , COL-IIl expression and fibrotic area, P<C0.05). Furthermore, HD treat-
ment notably inhibited JAK2/STAT3 pathway activation (decreased p-JAK2/t-JAK2 and p-STAT3/
t-STAT3 ratios, P<C0.05). Mechanistically, the ruxolitinib-treated group exhibited protective effects
similar to those of HD, further supporting that HD exerts anti-fibrotic effects through inhibition of the
JAK2/STAT3 signaling pathway.

overload-induced cardiac hypertrophy and myocardial fibrosis in mice, primarily by inhibiting hyperac-

Conclusion: Hederagenin effectively ameliorates pressure
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tivation of the JAK2/STA'T3 signaling pathway.
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W 3 3 WG AR iy o0 I8 580 i e 1 24 KB B, LA
O JUE WS 4 R/ 5T 5K 2 e ™ A2 30O R AR, S B e
B ARETALIT T R Z 8 RS 28 61k, H
ERERR R FHES HErC By A3t T
AU B L AR b R o A R S
H 5 2023) W EE BoR 3R ELO J) su BOR B ik
89071, HE:F&: bt fa#h . BEE A1 &Ik 72
T K At 5 A 3%y 20 3 e AR AE L O ) R N R
R T RO P B B AT R H 4
T,

TEiZ FREFE v O WLEF 4R A AE S O ry 1 20
SR 3 o 5 2% 08 A3 LRI HE B0 T v Y R AR
SR O WA 4k A2 0 LA A i 18 PR R
i GF I 955 4 B R P ) BRI BT A A KL 5T (exctra-
cellular matrix, ECM) &2 B TR A9 s BRPE 18 &2 L 2
X — WO T B0 R A5 SR AR A R W,
I 40 35 0 25 A 0 1 5 FE BT BRI B D) i . B AT
AR BE A O LI 4 0 T B S T TR D g R A
B, B ST 0 7 B R IR AR R
BT, O WUEF AE AL AN AR O T 38 05 i A O Je 110 O S s
PHILAL R KA MEENE ., WL, WA
PR 5T 0 VAT 4 Ak 1) % 9 AL I 5 843 2000 - T
Jiti, KUy g 0 Y B v B A R S

Janus B /A5 5 5% 5 R0 5% S 0 R (Janus ki-

nase/signal transducer and activator of transcription,

Hederagenin; Ruxolitinib;

JAK2/STAT3 Signaling

JAK/STAT) {55 il #AF Sy —Fh DUk (4 25 B A 5 1%
TRYGE,TE O LS BN 0 B A B AR v A AR G
BEVEFR . BRRIE JAK2/STATS I A8 O JJUAE &
RAE SN EF 2 Ak R0 JIUEE 55 2ok B bR A A 0 A
AR . o R, Z L gL
TGF-B1. IL-6, Ang Il % ) A i@ & % fb JAK2/
STAT3 M %, £ o SMA FE B H 1Y %35, e i
A U 5 T A 240 G 1 JUL A 2T A 4 B 2 Ak, e 5 3o
L A0 B 5 ask B O RRRLO WUEF 4R 4k o A R D) g
PO I BB R JAK2/STATS (5 5l i ol B 3%
st mEgEN R B, Ang 11 T B B4R HF JAK2 @
W2 AL 3F B 5 BOHE STATS, il i 5 21 4 fk A1 o6 3%
k. 1 TGF-R1 L fE 8 i JAK2 4 48 : HL il
% STATS3, & M TGF-81/JAK2/STATS3 15 5
Bl e O LR b R R E YL BF ST R
W1, 3E £ M JAK2 310 8 59 fig 9% @ of 10 6 JAK2/
STATS3 i #% i 3 BE 30, B & WO U R 5 &2
Al o 3k 26 BN I K T & B8 1 JAK2/STAT3 Y
oo WLEF difb 25 42 ot 7 8 22 () 3R 5L o

H A B B2 1 T (Hederagenin, HD ) J& — Fft )\ H
% i (Hedera helix) 45 #1 9) H 43 25 09 028 =i 28
&Y A 2E S5 2 CooHusOu, 16 A 2R Fh 985 £
L) TR AR B REER R
KRS Z R 25 A Y . HD B 200 25 2%
PE AL HE B BT R B A R g R SR
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TEPU RS SR, HD A 38 2k 41 61 i Jg 20 e ) e, 2
B8 iR U R 5 A2 T 1) A B B MR AR T M 2 R
J7 i, HD BE%% i i PPARe/TFEB 4 3 1Y [ W& 12
L BT IR P R s e AR b R e i
FHCPT O B AR ZE AL AE T A Ml A A 4
e R B BT F A A T TR B T
RAERN S FE O A g L B gE Y & B, HD T L
0 U LR I R, AR T S R e 4 i O
T AR I ORIk i 25 A DG H H AT HD 5.0 ILEF
A4k A5 5 1 B B SR AT B D OV TR 09 43 BILAR 1A
St 4= W1

¥ T JAK2/STAT3 A5 53 B 7 O WLEF 4 fb
B BRI VR, LA S HD 78 2 Fh s B £ 4tk b e
IR BT LT 4E AR, FATTHR B - HD 7T 8 3 i 34
¥ JAK2/STAT3 A5 5 i #% & 5 91 0 WL 2F 4k 4k AE
o A B 5840 % /N B 30 Ik 55 4 %8 (transverse
aortic constriction, TAC)#E AL, 45 & K N RS2 50, R
GEHR9E HD X J7 i 0 7 175 5 0190 IUAE JBE B2 2 4 1k
Y52, I 1 — 20 B W LV e 1 o AL .

1 ##5FE

1.1 FERXAEHN W HFE Lo (4dE
=98%) M1 H % E MedChemExpress ( it % :
HY-N0256) ; & & Fl| # J¢ (Ruxolitinib) 1 [ 5 [#
MedChemExpress (HY-50856) ; /N % & 24§ 4 &
(wheat germ agglutinin, WGA) Z¢ Y6 Y2 Bl B 3
Invitrogen /A ] (it 5 : W849) ; KAR LI (picro sirius
red, PSR) 4 (438 ) & 0 A Jb 0 RS R R A BRA
H) (45 : S8060-5) 5 5t o F- 1 WINL B 2 1 (a-SMA)
Lk (5 - ab7817) BUHE IR fb JAK2(p-JAK2) HL i
({1t 5 :ab32101) . $i B TJAK2 (- JAK2) Bk (5 .
ab108596) HL#E B2 fb STAT3(p-STAT3) Hi 14 (4t
5 :ab76315) B M STAT3(-STAT3) Hilk (5 .
ab68153) . $ GAPDH $L{& (Hit5 : ab181602) #J ity H
B2 [€ Abcam 23 #] 5 TRIzol i 7 W H 3% [ Invitrogen
2y A (Hit 52 15596) 5 [ #% s 0] & A 92 i PCR
(real-time PCR,RT-PCR) & # ( Fi +: Roche /A 7l ,
896866001),SYBR Green | Master( &+ Roche 2y
] ,4707516001) . % RT-PCRAY (Fi+ Roche 24
Al S LCA80) , AR A (& EA B A A FRA ],
Synergy HT) . HAh I 344 43 Hr 48 .

1.2 FYEEHOHMBEESA LRIYH8~10
JEL W% i C57BL/6 /N B CIR i it 22~25 ¢) , 1l H b

S R KSR Y/ B 5 NE S /NI I B 7/ I T
5 SCXK(51)2021-0008. i 4 sh ¥ 5L 5 ¥ 4
I K 2 v e R B 3l i B B R 2 O st
/NBRAE TR B (2242) C B JE (55+5) % .12 hot |/
R A R, A B EROK . WA R
REALEC R K /N U, B A 10 KB FARA
(Sham 21) fB# F AR +HD 41 (Sham+HD 21) . ¥ 5l
k= 452 H (TAC ) . £ 3 Pk = 4 % +HD 4
(TAC+HDH4])., TACFARFLLLT LT /N
25t (1. 5% ~2. 020) W AJRRIE S5, A0 M [ 22
TH 5 M 7 e K o b 2o A2 2~ 3 T4 1. 0~1. 5
em YJ 43 B BB LIA , 55 R M o A7l A S A
WEEEIIKD o fET A Bk 22 08 3 Ik Z [ 1Y
FEKD BCE A 27TGE R E R KB B 704
s T Bk 5 R E Sk — AR Ak A Bl /0 U B
k2 65%~T0% I F= sh Bk A o G M I e
ZE A WL AN Bk o Sham 20 847 A1 7] 19 F- R 4 B0
ANHEAT E SRR . KRG 4 T 9% (5 mgkg ',
KRS TR IR B IR E NSO . RN
HMEBERESNCRRELCE) I, WFARE3H,
TAC+HD 4 1 Sham+HD £H /) §l &5 K 7 s 1 5t
HD(10 mgekg ', % T 0. 5% DMSO A # K H) |
L1 . BUEME A TR LR 25 R N TR
HD 5 Ruxolitinib #£ 4 i .0 WILEF 4 £k 75 18 E A7 AH [7)
WA= W) 2 O, 3 — 2 NER ATy 4 4 B2 10 L
Sham 4 . TAC4 . TAC+HD 4 . TAC -+ Ruxolitinib
2. TAC+ Ruxolitinib 21 /)N B4 KM i T 565 2% F )
e (30 mgekg ', & T 0. 5% DMSO #l A= B EL K
W), TAC 4R Sham 20 /)y BRURE R 6 1 6 S5 AR B Y
#70(0. 5% DMSO A #1ER 7K ) o A /N B 22 45 24
1 JE G SR AT 0 WE R 75 R A R 2R B . RIS B
b AR A 10 H 8 T
=23 Rl LIPS TN 3 N S BT IV E AP TS
NG REREAS 256 I 48 A fie 2 A BEORE A 2t 1 DL X g
ESRE

1.3 MEhEFOCHEKRE R MyLab 30CV
iR 75 (Esaote SpA , Genoa, Italy) ¥FAf /N B0 JIE T
it /N Z1.5%~2.0% 5 50t WA RR BE 5, I
B2 [ € T #CF & b, O R AR 7E (37,04
0.5) ‘Co fff F§ MS400 #£ 3k (30 MHz) 7 & %h U] il
A Bl U1 T R 4 4 R MR 7R 0 3 B LR
WM& DL 80 22 % FF 5K K 1 4% (left ventricular
end diastolic dimension, LVEDd) . Z& % Wt 45 K #1
& (left ventricular end systolic diameter, LVESd) .
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& = fif BE JE & (left ventricular anterior wall thick-
ness, LVAWT) fl 22 = J5 &£ J& B (left ventricular
posterior wall thickness, LVPWT) . |5 # = & Ifil
41 4 (left ventricular ejection fraction, LVEF) fll £
% J il 4 75 2 (left ventricular fractional shortening,
LVES) . & H /N RE 20 340 3 J ) 0P 2
(B, JIT A7 88 75 O 2l L AG: A F0 53 B 49 1R AN SR 0 21
i B9 N B2 58

1.4 HAZKRESLESH BHAEKKERE, /DR
Aib Y J R A IR0 B, S0V (8 PBS wge |, T g0
JUE T f O 1 SR04 T H (HW/BW) A .
[] BF, R SO JUE BB &, 3SR i B /A B A (LW
BW) Fb AR DF-Ak B 7K b 2 88 o 0 JUE 20 20— 3 40 3]
ET 4% Z R D 24 h, —F 53 16 WA
R R AE T — 80 “Cuk A8 #5 H o

[ 7 1O IEZH R 28 A A 3 S 48 5 pm JR %
YL R I RS B SRR WK o R 2 AR iC 1Y
WGA e 8 07 A 0o JIL 20 B RS A8 T AR, 4 H /s BB B
TEHC 5 A EF (2004 ), A A0 5F I £ 20 >0 UL 4
IS %) AR TE AR T SR 2448 3 PSR B 68 0L %€ 0 LA Ji
L YE DL, RO BB N A IR (200< ) | i i
Image JA 4 (NTH, 35 [H ) 115 £F 4 A 1 FL 8 T FR
SONER i
1.5 DERFEMARNSB . EFELE LI
AT 4 41 Bl (cardiac fibroblasts, CFs) 5% FH W7 B ) 25
BN 1~3 B H4 SD R R BEH G 3R L. Aok
M5 BT A2 R RLG R TS i B, PBS ok i 3 7%
M1 mm® N B, 001% 1T A R R B (1 E
Sigma-Aldrich 24 @, C0130) 37 “Ci4 4k 45 min, %4
1L AL S L 1000 remin” ' &0 5 min W £ 40T, 3 1
& 10% Jif 4 i W (FBS, % B Gibeco 2 ]
10099-141) . 100 U-mL "' 7 % % Ml 100 pg-mL "'k
% % M DMEM Hi 3¢ 4 ( & H Gibco 2~ #l ,
11995-065) H . 4B =i JR M, 37 °C
5% COZ 4T 15 5% 90 min, ] FH 8¢ 2T 4 40 i e .0 UL
I B TRV BE YRRV AT A R . R BN R L
fif 3% 37 e 24k L 3% 57 W RE A M o SR Ot X 20 R A
B 95 98 6 G 8 (fdf B % P 8 F LK, Vimentin,
1:200, 2 [ Cell Signaling Technology 2 7] ) %& %€ A
MM AEE (>9500) .

S Ay K5 2~3 48 CFs #2 M F 6 fLA (FH T
Western Blot Fll qRT-PCR) &% 1 # 35 3% A 19 24 LA
(T e PO ), 15 40 A K 2 6026 ~70% il
A RERE I YLk AL PR 24 h 5 441 . OPBS X

Al E R PBS A H; @ TGF-R Al ¥ 4« i A &
2l N TGF-B1 (10 ngemL ', 3£ [ R&.D Systems 24
A, 240-B) H# 24 h; @ TGF-3+HD 41 : #i e fin A
HD (20 pmolsl."") 4k # 1 h, ff J5 il A TGF-1 (10
ng'ml.~ ") I HEF 24 h; @ TGF-B-+ Ruxolitinib 21 .
4% i A Ruxolitinib(10 pmoleL ) &b B 1 h, B 5
A TGF-B1(10 ngsmL ") L [EWF & 24 h, 4h PR 2,
J& WO AN TR SRS g

1.6 REBEWREXFEE MU GEIOCRA .CFsEAR
[ A4k 35, H PBS PRk 31K, 4% 2 53 H I [ € 20
min, 0. 1% Triton X-100 i% f£ 10 min, 1% BSA & [4]
1h, b5 55 «SMA HLIA(1:200)4 CHEF 1K -
W H,PBSVEH 3G, 52O FRICH — 41 (1:500,
2% [ Invitrogen 2 A , A-11008) = i #E G F 1 h,
DAPI(1:1000) {5 5 min. %¢5% % #85 (Olympus
BX53, HA) T W EH4A I, ff H Image J 5 A4 43 #1 9%
e

1.7 EHAREE S (Western Blot) H(—80 °C
PRAF IO JIE 412129 50 mg, A 25 A5 25 11 i 30 i 551
RIS TRl 0 ) 390 ) RIPA 24 i (LI 38 5 KN #)
fit %5 : PO0O13B) #1741 3% ,4 “CF 14 000 g & > 20
min 04 L. R BCA B 8 A vk B (95 H
Thermo Scientific A & , it 5 :23225) ., WE R EH
FE G (B 1L 50 ug) #E47 10% 8% 12% SDS-PAGE H
TKAY B ARG #E R 2 PVDF i (£ 8 Millipore 22 7,
#t5 . IPVHO00010) . PVDF B 5% I g 45 45 (FH
TAEBEBRALE A ) s 5% BSA(H T L& 1) 78
TBST & 1 h, G5 Fo—$5i4 C g it
Pt pJAK2(1:1 000) (i tJAK2(1:1 000) . $iL
p-STAT3(1:1 000) ,$t t-STAT3(1:2 000) | Bt
aSMA(1:1000) . HT GAPDH(1:5000)., TBST %
% 310 min J& , 54 W 1 HRP #5ic —40(1:5 000)
R E 1 ho R A RO & (K HE
Thermo Scientific 2% & , it 5 : 32106) & % , 7
ChemiDoc XRS" £ 4t (Bio-Rad 24wl , 5 [H) {4 .
K H Image T # {F # 47 K B 43 Br , pJAK2 HiI
p-STAT3 Y i b 7K ~F 70 5l LA p-JAK2/t-JAK2 #il
p-STAT3/t-STAT3 1 JK JZ L {H £ 7~ , GAPDH 1
NS EH .

1.8 St B % 3t & 2 PCR (qRT-PCR) X A
TRIzol &k 7 $2 B0 IE 41 41 5 RNA, £ NanoDrop
2000 43 56 9% & 3 (Thermo Scientific, € [ ) Ml &
RNA ¥ B R4 BE (A e/ Ass LA AE 1. 8~2. 0 2 7] ) .
B 2 pg 5 RNA, {#f F PrimeScript RT 2 51 £ #% 18 )¢
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B 4 A& W cDNA. qRT-PCR Jx Jif ffi ] SYBR
Green PCR Master Mix £ ABI 7500 325} PCR & 4t
SEii X

PCR & W Z& 4 : 95 CHil 48 #£ 3 min; 95 “C7AE ¥
155,60 ‘CiH k 30 s, 72 ‘CHEfH 30 s, 3t 40 1 3£
BAFEARBE 3SNHEARER R 2 2 ikitAH

*®1 HRNEBRRHNZSEEqRT-PCRETEMS| 5
R 24 B 514 751 (5'—3") o g
) ¥ : AGTCGCTTCACCTACAGCAC
COL-1 N /NER
T : TTCGATGACTGTCCTTGCCCC
9 : ACGTAAGCACTGGTGGACAG
COL-II N JNEL
T :GGAGGGCCATAGCTGAACTG
¥ :GGGTCCCAGCTTAGGTTCATC
GAPDH N N
Tt : TACGGCCAAATCCGTTCACA
i ACGTGGAGTTGAGTTCCTTGGC
Anp N N
F#E: TTCTCTGCCAGGACTTCCAAGC
3 : TCCTAGCCAGTCTCCAGAGCAA
Bnp N N
Fi#:GGTCCTTCAAGAGCTGTCTCTG
i : GGATCGACCCTAACCAAGGC
COL-T N xR
T :GATCGGAACCTTCGCTTCCA
i : AGTGGCCATAATGGGGAACG
COL-TI N K
T : CACCTTTGTCACCTCGTGGA
F3#: AGTGCCAGCCTCGTCTCATA
GAPDH KB

FiE: TCCCGTTGATGACCAGCTTC
H:COL-T. T B M COL-T. I 2 5E & 1 s GAP-
DH. H- il /8% -3 19 6 S0, P92 25 95 Anp. o0 B3 #R JIK s Bop. il
Bl DR K o

stk

ok

YKL R AH X ik i, GAPDHAE M NS 3L H 4 56 5]
Yo ILER 1,

1.9 SEitZEHAE A Bl i SPSS 22. 04t
A 4T 5387 o >R FH Shapiro-Wilk £ 56 PF-fil £ 95 1E
B SRR AR E 2 (o ts) Fon . AL L
BRI R Ty 22 50 M (one-way ANOVA) , 4 [7]
ZH LECR /D k2 Rk, P<<0.051A 2
mBREAGItEE L. TALREDLEL 3K,
GraphPad Prism 8. 0 fF ] T2 il B

&#HR

2.1 HDHEEFEHEBHETFSHOAEER O
NeERER 5 Sham ML, TACHA /N HW/BW
BN (P<<0.05) ;1 TACH+HD ¥ 4] 5 TAC
AR I, HW/BW & 25 B AIK (P<<0. 05) , #& /R HD 7]
A R T T A S O U E (B 1A) . 5
Sham 41 # & , TAC 41 LW/BW & # # fn
(P<<0.05); 5 TACHIH L ,HD 4b ¥ J5 LW/BW
EREAL(P<<0. 05) , % B HD A& . 2 0 % 11 7 i 5|
il K B CEOIB) o M R 0 Bh B A BT R
TAC+HD 4 LVEDd & # fit T TAC 4]
(P<<0.05), 1 LVEF #I LVFS ¥ i & & T TAC 4
(P<C0.05) , 4875 HD &b 8 AT B & 2403 /K 7788 © o
SR Y0 IE ) BE AR (B 1C~1F ) .

2

10_ koo 10
g P n 8 ShamZl  Sham+tHD4l TAC4l  TACHID4l
g £ 6 — e e
=2 "
0 = » eanll 15" 8% TR T P .
D A D R
22 0/ /
%x‘%‘w.g?s)&?'d B ¢
‘%@9 N\
8-
£ 6F . S
£ = 2
X - :
[Sa] 5 —
52
0 0 0
B B R H B BB B B B BRI
SIS ) & IS E SIS
& L P TS ° ¥
ﬁ\ N %&é\ g S %

A S/ HW/BW B LA B. 241N LW/BW HAR A L3 C. 4541/ BUL I 75 0 3 BT EE DL 45 41/ UL VEDd
O E. £ 4/NR LVEF K A F. B4R LVESKFE &, " P<<0.01,77P<<0.001,"P<C0.000 1,n=10/41.

E1

2.2 HDHEEHNBHEAFSA/NROIEEHEX
HREWFRIE WCGALRGAE/R,5 TACHMI,
TACHHD 41 /Iy B0 WL 40 J R AR T AR 3 ok /)N
(P<<0.05) , B HD 0l A7 %030 il F 7 8 1 4 175 5 1)

FEABAMNROERSEERS OIS HLLE

O LA MLAE K (B 2A . 2B) . SEAT 2 7 ft PCR 2524
8,5 Sham ZA4H o, TAC 0.0 WUIE JE AH Kb i

AL P B PR R CAnp ) FE 44 JR AR (Bnp) B mRNA ik 7K
- 5 2 (P<<0.05) 515 TAC A L, TACH+
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HD 2 Anp 1 Bnp .3 FE K (P<<0. 05) , iX #F — 1k

Sham#i

Sham+HDZH

WGA/DAPI

5 HD feA e SRR ZS (B 2C .2D) .

TACHA TAC+HD4H

“g 500 ~ 8r — 8r sk sk

=8 = = sk sk

; : : -

g T>) 6F T}) 6F

B 2, 2,

3 < 4F < 4F

=

E z z

% 8 2f E 2

S < & & D
IR R R D B D
7’ 7 G/ i 72 7’ 0/ /’

5 2 » <P OX‘?‘O %\@“\ XQ*O <Y CX‘?*O
g& PN ‘%({zy <%

AL LNED IS WGA-DAPTRUE 42 (0 K% (H B =50 pm ) 5 B. 4528/ LG L2 B A 185 7 AR 43475 C . 45 4/ RLC LA 41
Anp mRNA HIXF 23k K- D. 4 41 /0 BUL LZHZE Bnp mRNA AR 5K F-. 7 P<<0.001,” " P<<0.000 1,n=6/4H .
2 AESEBEANMROCIBERXS FIREYRIELER

223 HDHEENB AT ESH/NR O T %
% PSR B/R,5 TACHMIL, TAC+HD 4
VAN WY 2 T T AR A A E R | S o
1k 1 AL BAIC T TAC 41 (P<<0.05, | 3A . 3B) .
SEEF O E i PCR &SR Wk , 5 TAC 414 Lk,
TAC+HHD 41 /) B0 L4l 41 COL- 1 At COL-I
) mRNA & ik K F & 3 BE Ik (P<<0.05, & 3C.

3D), ik #2 % HD 8 AA 20 i & 7 #1707 75 5 190
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