Front. Philos. China 2022, 17(4): 502-516
DOI 10.3868/5030-011-022-0023-0

SPECIAL ISSUE ARTICLE

SUN Chunchen

Shared Values of Humanity Are the Ethical
Foundation for Building a Human Community
with a Shared Future

Abstract On the basis of recognizing the diversity of cultures and civilizations
in the world and the existence of different values among people of different
nations, regions, and countries, the shared values of humanity pursue after the
largest common ground and greatest convergence of values of all mankind.
Shared values of humanity are the deep cultural structure of a human
community with a shared future, and value and ethical consensus is necessary
to form at the global level to promote the building of a human community
with a shared future. Shared values of humanity embody the public good
of all peoples and countries in the world in the fields of common interests,
needs, and development, serve as the ethical guidelines for reconstructing
the rules for interaction and order of communication of the international
society in the era of globalization, and represent the ethical vision for the
development of a human community with a shared future. Shared values
of humanity lay the ethical foundation for promoting the construction of a
human community with a shared future. Specifically, peace and development
represent the ethical consensus on the survival of the community; fairness
and justice advocate the new ethical consensus on international relations
formed within the framework of the community; and democracy and freedom
demonstrate the political-ethical consensus of the community.
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On September 28, 2015, when attending the General Debate of the 70th
United Nations (UN) General Assembly, Xi Jinping, General Secretary of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, clearly stated that
“peace, development, fairness, justice, democracy, and freedom are the shared
human values” (Xi 2017 b, 522). This was the first time Xi raised the concept
of “shared values of humanity” in an important international forum. Xi has
talked about “shared values of humanity” on many significant occasions in
recent years, and repeatedly expressed China’s views and attitude towards
the common values, from the General Debate of the UN General Assembly
to the Davos Agenda dialogue at the World Economic Forum, from the video
meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin to the video summit with French
President Emmanuel Macron and the then German Chancellor Angela Merkel ...
In addition, Xi has discussed the connotation and extension of the shared
values of humanity on several occasions, demonstrating China’s attitude and
proposition of adhering to the shared values of humanity and the concept
of a global governance featuring mutual consultation, joint contribution
and shared benefits as a responsible power. The shared values of humanity
are the ethical foundation for building a human community with a shared
future, providing essential value support for global governance and also the
harmonious and healthy development of human society.

1 Shared Values of Humanity in the Age of Multiculturalism

In a multicultural world, the disparities and divergences among different
nations and communities on what should be done, when, where, and how to
do it, what is good or evil, and what is right or wrong, reflect the disparities
and divergences in the values and moral codes of conduct of various peoples
and communities. Despite the cultural and value disparities and divergences,
it is important to avoid two opposite and oversimplified viewpoints in
comprehending the issues of multiculturalism and plural value, namely, “the
view of culture as homogenous, which is blind to differences and conflicts,
and the view of culture as essentially fragmented, which fails to take
account of the ways in which all of us create our individual or group mixes,
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syncretisms or syntheses” (Burke 1997, 211). The cultures and values of
different nations and communities can never be completely homogenous. On
the basis of recognizing disparities and divergences, the possibility and reality
of exchange and convergence between different cultures and different values
should be considered.

Differentiation is a characteristic of diverse cultures and values, but is not
the only characteristic. The differentiation and shareability of the cultures
and values are not in conflict each other, because “cultures have discernible
patterns, but they also have an open texture to them that allows for dynamic
and situational adjustments based on human needs and preferences. Cultural
facilitates shared meaning and coordinated action much the same way that
any resource facilitates the accomplishment of some task” (Hall et al. 2018,
57). Shareability is an essential characteristic of diverse cultures and values,
and culture is a spiritual medium for people’s communication. Since the
cultural exchange occurs between people, between communities, between
nations, and between countries, it surely contains cultural components and
factors that can be shared. If there is nothing to be shared between two or
among more cultures, no cultural exchange is possible. Culture serves people,
so different cultures and values can ultimately be shared to some degree,
more or less, from the perspective of the commonalities possessed by human
beings, no matter how diverse cultures may be. In this sense, Zhang Yunpeng
defined multiculturalism as the trend where the culture of each nationality
constantly breaks through the limitations of its own cultural pattern and
goes globally, continuously transcends its national boundaries of culture,
obtains cultural identity in the judgement and trade-offs of human beings,
and continually transforms the resources within the cultural range into those
shared by all human beings through exchange, integration, interpenetration,
and complementation (Zhang 2007, 203). For its value, culture exists to
make people’s lives better and happier, and to reduce unnecessary conflicts
between peoples, between nations, as well as between countries in the world.
Sauquet and Vielajus mentioned that to understand the necessity and reality
of dialogue and interaction between different worlds is to define culture as a
living phenomenon and an essential factor to make “living together” better,
minimize conflict and even drive economic development, and to a certain
extent, it is a psychological transition to develop from culture to cross-culture
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(Sauquet and Vielajus 2008, 23). The increasing civilization of human society
means that different cultures and values should seek for more rational and
peaceful communication, rather than malicious conflicts. To respect and
maintain cultural diversity is only the starting point of intercultural exchange
and discussion, not the end point. For the cultural development of a nation
or a country, it is both a political stance and a cultural strategy to uphold an
inclusive viewpoint of cultural development.

In today’s world, “globalisation concerns the intersection of presence and
absence, the interlacing of social events and social relations ‘at distance’
with local contextualities” (Giddens 1991, 21). Although diverse human
cultures and civilizational forms exist, due to globalization and modernity,
“in an age of intense cultural interaction, where global cultural diffusion
and transfers permeate national cultural boundaries, the territorial defence
of cultural purity becomes increasingly untenable and anachronistic”
(Bloomfield and Bianchini 2001, 104). Although each civilization is unique,
there are commonalities among these colorful diverse civilizations, which
share common value recognitions and pursuits. The continuous development
of productive forces and the effective establishment of universal human
interactions “imply the actual empirical existence of men in their world-
historical, instead of local, being” and “have put world-historical, empirically
universal individuals in place of local ones” (Marx and Engels 1975, 49). The
development of the world history, which complies with certain laws, has a
huge impact on the “connation” between different cultures and civilizations,
and cannot be stopped by geographical barriers. As Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels stated in Manifesto of the Communist Party: “The bourgeoisie has
through its exploitation of the world market given a cosmopolitan character
to production and consumption in every country ... In place of the old local
and national seclusion and self-sufficiency, we have intercourse in every
direction, universal inter-dependence of nations. And as in material, so also
in intellectual production. The intellectual creations of individual nations
become common property. National one-sidedness and narrow-mindedness
become more and more impossible, and from the numerous national and
local literatures, there arises a world literature” (Marx and Engels 1976, 488).
Along with the deepening exchange of human cultures and civilizations,
“world literature,” which broke the cultural isolation of various nations,
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was gradually formed at the time of Marx and Engels. In the new era of
globalization, the conditions are also in place for the formation of shared
values of humanity. Xi Jinping (2017c¢) stated in his speech that at present,
the rapid development of the Internet, big data, cloud computing, quantum
satellites, and artificial intelligence has connected human life unprecedently,
while the number, scale, and depth of global problems human beings face are
also unprecedented, therefore the future and destiny of people are becoming
increasingly intertwined around the globe. On this basis, all peoples have
come to realize the interconnectedness and solidarity of human future and the
necessity of the “principles of commonality” for global development, and the
shared values of humanity have emerged precisely for this imperative.

The shared values of humanity represent values that feature public
nature and can be shared by people all over the world. Based on historical
materialism, the shared values of humanity are grounded on the recognition
of the multicultural coexistence of humankind and the diversity of
civilizations. Cultural pluralism and civilizational diversity are not only the
fundamental characteristics of the world’s spiritual realm but also the infinite
charm of human civilization. The shared values of humanity advocate that
diverse cultures and values are both different and shared, that all human
civilization forms are equal, and that diverse types of civilization can and
should exchange and learn from each other. Chinese culture and civilization
and other patterns of culture and civilization in the world all belong to the
fruits of cultural innovation and civilization development of all human
beings. All human cultures and civilizations are equal in terms of value and
have their own distinctive features. Although these cultures and civilizations
may be deficient in one way or another, there is no superiority or inferiority,
because each culture and civilization is unique. Therefore, all civilizational
achievements deserve to be respected and cherished. Civilizations are colorful
because of exchanges, and enriched by mutual appreciation. The essential
difference between Xi’s “shared values of humanity” and the “universal
values” advocated by Western societies is that the former does not impose the
values of a certain national civilization form or the values of a few nations
and peoples as “universal” or “universally applicable” values on other
nations, countries, and peoples, but brings together the similarities among the
different and diverse values of all human nations, countries, and peoples. It
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is the result of seeking for unity without uniformity, the pursuit of the largest
common ground and greatest convergence of all human values on the basis
of the recognition of the diversity of world cultures and civilizations, as well
as the existence of different values among people of diverse ethnic groups,
various regions and different countries. The shared values of humanity
advocate that people all around the globe appreciate the connotation of values
in different civilizational environments with a broad mind and respect the
individual exploration of the paths to cultural and value realization by people
of all nations and countries.

2 The Intrinsic Connection Between the Shared Values
of Humanity and the Building of a Human Community
with a Shared Future

In the concept of shared values of humanity, according to Jullien, the meaning of
the word “common” suggests that everyone has a part to play or to participate,
and that everyone shares the same mind (Jullien 2016, 21). The belief in the
universalist values of Western society “posits that people throughout around
the world should embrace Western values, institutions, and culture because
they embody the highest, most enlightened, most liberal, most rational, most
modern, and most civilized thinking of humankind” (Huntington 1996, 310),
which is a prominent reflection of Western cultural centrism in values. In
contrast to the logical concept of “universal,” which resorts to a priori law,
“common” is a realistic political concept. Politics is a sphere of life where
decisions are made through negotiation and dialogue, so the “common” is
rooted in life experience of human beings, and people find and choose the
“common” in their experiences. For instance, the various community of
people are their own discoveries and choices. The extension of “common”
is constantly expanding, just like the expansion of the ethics of benevolence
and love advocated by Confucianism, from kinship to friendship and then to
all people in the world. Values based on the “common” refer to those shared
by people living in various communities, are part of the pluralistic values
of human beings and embody a certain range of universal applicability at
the same time. Although these universally applicable common values may
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be understood and practiced uniquely in different cultural environments or
economic and social development settings, they are commonly beneficial
to the construction of a reasonable ethical order and a virtuous moral life in
human society, because they inherently contain the basic moral pursuits and
ideals of human beings.

It intended to indicate the broadness of the coverage of these common
values by describing them as “shared values of humanity,” namely, their
applicability of the maximum range. “Peace, development, fairness, justice,
democracy, and freedom” are not only the shared values of humanity, but also
values universally recognized by the contemporary international community
as concepts that guide the direction of human society and which all mankind
recognize, share, and strive to achieve. Different from the so-called “universal
values” promoted by Western societies, the shared values of humanity respect
the cultural individuality of each civilization form, while “universal values”
interpret the individuality of the values of Western developed countries as
the commonality of the civilization and values of the entire humankind,
attempting to replace or cancel the individuality of other civilization forms
in terms of values. The shared values of humanity advocate the inclusiveness
for different cultures and civilizational forms and oppose the presentation of
a certain culture and civilizational form or a certain value as the “universal
values” of human, as well as the exclusion or disparagement of other cultures
and civilizational forms. In front of the shared values of humanity, every
country or nation is equal and has the right to act independently. To promote
the building of a human community with a shared future, we have to deem
these common values mentioned above as the ethical foundation and cultural
support. Guided by these shared values, different countries and nations build
their political systems and economic development models that meet the
requirements of basic human rights, thereby fostering lifestyles that contribute
to the free assertion and development of moral rights.

The shared values of humanity have set and established the cultural
prerequisites for promoting the construction of a human community with a
shared future. As a new concept and solution for global governance and the
development of international social interaction, the concept of this human
community has been widely recognized, endorsed, and supported by the
international community, and the words “a human community with a shared
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future” have appeared in many resolutions and documents of the UN. This
phenomenon indicates that the idea of a human community with a shared
future initiated by China has become a new consensus within the international
community. This concept is in line with the development trend of the times,
with the direction of the ongoing reform of the global governance system,
and with the expectations of all peoples and countries for the progress and
development of human society, thus generating a strong appeal worldwide.
The human community with a shared future has made substantial progress
from being a conceptual initiative to being recognized by the international
community. The key to this progress is closely related to the “shared values
of humanity” proposed by Xi Jinping, because they have demonstrated a
new form of universality completely distinct from the “universal values”
and serve as a tie of shared values linking the international community in the
era of globalization. It has become a major issue of the times for the whole
world how to implement the concept of a human community with a shared
future into the specific practice of political and economic development of
the international community. The shared values of humanity are the deep
cultural structure of this human community and it requires the formation
of value and ethical consensus globally to promote its construction. China
proposes the shared values of humanity with “peace, development, fairness,
justice, democracy and freedom” as the main elements, in an attempt to
provide a feasible solution for the formation of a global consensus on values
and ethics, and to contribute the ideological wisdom of the Chinese people
to the international community. This demonstrates China’s attitude as a
power, namely, China is highly responsible for the future and destiny of
human, and allows all nations and countries in the world to fully perceive
the ethical sentiment and moral responsibility of the Chinese people,
displaying the theoretical and cultural confidence of the Chinese nation in
the era of globalization. It requires not only more efforts from China for the
international community, but also the concerted cooperation of people all
over the world to promote the new global common cause of building a human
community with a shared future around the shared values of humanity.

The shared values of humanity indicate the direction of efforts to build a
human community with a shared future. In terms of natural characteristics, a
human community with a shared future is a natural community provided for
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the survival of human beings. In terms of social characteristics, it is also a
cultural community of solidarity and cooperation among various nationalities
and countries. In terms of values, each member state within this community
should have common values and ethical identity based on them, and also be
able to interact directly with each other in multiple fields, including politics,
economy, and culture, manifesting reciprocal sharing and altruistic attitude
of caring for each other. From an ethical point of view, the shared values of
humanity of peace, development, fairness, justice, democracy, and freedom
are the new universal ethical principles formed and developed in the era of
globalization. They embody the public good of all peoples and countries in
the world in the fields of common interests, needs, and developments. They
are also the ethical guidelines for reconstructing the rules of interaction
and order of communication in the international society in the era of
globalization, representing the ethical vision for the future development of the
human community with a shared future. In the course of the world history of
mankind, the shared values of humanity, which have been formed historically
and naturally on the basis of the interaction of all peoples and nations
in the world, have broken the original Western colonial domination and
control over the rules of social interaction and the order of communication
of the international community, which are centered on Western cultural
centralism with the “universal values” as the core. They replace the original
transcendental rationality with the communicative rationality among nations
and states, and also propose constructive solutions in the breaking process, to
support all peoples and countries of the world to seek for their own needs and
interests from a non-Western-centralism value position, and thus develop the
global governance system in a more just and rational direction. They build
a new type of international relations with win-win cooperation as the core
goal and create a human community with a shared future, aiming to establish
a partnership of equality, mutual consultation, and mutual understanding.
They also strive to create a security structure of justice, joint contribution
and shared benefits, seek the prospects for open, innovative, inclusive, and
mutually beneficial developments, promote civilizational exchanges of
diversity and unity without uniformity, and construct an ecological system
that respects nature and green development. These goals and directions of
the efforts of a human community with a shared future precisely reflect the
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essential requirements of the shared values of humanity.

3 Shaping a Global Ethical Consensus to Promote the
Building of a Human Community with a Shared Future
Based on the Shared Values of Humanity

The shared values of humanity lay the ethical foundation for promoting the
construction of a human community with a shared future. In the era of
globalization, the interconnectedness and symbiosis are increasing between
nations, forming an intimate relationship of mutual need and interdependence,
with the shared values of humanity being the value guidelines for dealing
with the universal ethical relations of the international community. With only
one earth, all peoples and nations share weal and woe in the same world.
Therefore, the era of globalization inevitably evokes an ethical consciousness
on the human community of a shared future and the need to seek common
solutions to numerous practical problems that determine the destiny of all
peoples and nations. It is the key to identifying common solutions to these
practical problems in international social interactions to necessarily form a
global ethical consensus based on the shared values of humanity and adopt
it as a universal guide for action. The lack of a global ethical consensus is
one of the essential aspects in analyzing the causes of many global problems
faced by the contemporary human society. A few countries and regions focus
only on their own interests, regard maximizing their own interests as the
highest ethical goal. They also treat the act of maximizing their own interests
while disregarding the overall interests of mankind as good faith, confusing
right and wrong. Therefore, in accordance with the shared values of humanity,
the international community has formed a consensus on the ethical and moral
issues, which has become an important guarantee to promote the building of a
human community with a shared future.

Peace and development, as part of the shared values of humanity, represent
the survival ethical consensus of the human community with a shared future,
and constitute the themes of our time, concerning the rights of survival and
development of all people around the globe. Xi has indicated that “peace is
the ever-lasting wish of our people. Peace, like air and sunshine, is hardly
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noticed when people enjoy it. But none of us can live without it. Without
peace, development is out of the question” (Xi 2014b, 331). Peace lies at the
basic element of human existence, and development stands as the fundamental
prerequisite for human survival. Peace and development determine the
survival and progress of human civilization. China solemnly promised the
world that it will always adhere to the path of peaceful development and
never claim for hegemony or engage in expansion. Xi (2014a) has proposed
that when dealing with differences and disputes between countries, we
should insist on resolving them in a peaceful manner through dialogue and
consultation, increasing mutual trust, resolving disputes, and promoting
security through dialogue, rather than resorting to force or threating with
force at any time. According to Xi, the eagerness to use force is not a sign of
strength, but a symbol of moral poverty and weak ideas, and only security
based on morality and philosophy is a solid foundation and truly lasting
security. In order to achieve peace for mankind, all countries must assume
their respective ethical responsibilities. If every country only desires to enjoy
peace without fulfilling its own ethical obligation in the cause of maintaining
peace, then peace will become a meaningless term, a peaceful world will no
longer exist, and the ethical consensus will be a castle in the air for the survival
of human society. Peace bears on human survival, while development involves
the quality of human survival. For human beings, their survival and hope rest on
development, and their dignity and rights can only be reflected on the basis of
full development. According to Xi (2015), “only through development can we
resolve the root cause of conflicts, safeguard the basic rights of the people,
and meet the ardent hopes of people for a better future.” While some countries
are getting richer and richer in the contemporary world, others are in a state
of chronic poverty and backwardness, and the gap is widening between them,
which is an unsustainable development situation. Sustainable development is
a future-oriented cause for mankind. In solving the disparity between the rich
and the poor in the world, it is necessary not only to respect the differences
in the development levels of various countries, but also to form synergy
and mutual assistance among countries, and to share the responsibility of
development according to the actual capacity of each country. For example,
China insists on pursuing after an open strategy of mutual benefit and win-
win situation, developing itself, and providing opportunities for the world
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with its own progress.

Fairness and justice as the shared values of humanity promote a new
type of ethical consensus on international relations within the framework
of a human community with a shared future. Promoting the building of a
human community with a shared future suggests opposing the mentality
of the Cold War and zero-sum game in the field of international relations,
advocating peaceful coexistence of all nations and countries, and promoting
common progress of mankind. The shared values of humanity and China’s
proposal to facilitate the building of a human community with a shared future
comprehensively and profoundly grasp the spiritual essence of the ethics
of international relations in the era of globalization, and China is obliged
to safeguard the ethical environment of fairness and justice consciously
and actively in the field of international relations. Sovereign equality is the
cardinal global consensus on the new ethics of international relations, led by
fairness and justice of the shared values of humanity. Xi (2017a) has pointed
out “Sovereign equality is the most important norm governing state-to-state
relations over the past centuries and the cardinal principle observed by the
United Nations and all other international organizations. The essence of
sovereign equality is that the sovereignty and dignity of all countries, whether
big or small, strong or weak, rich or poor, must be respected, their internal
affairs allow no interference and they have the right to independently choose
their social system and development path.” He has also stated that “China
believes that all countries are equal, big or small, strong or weak, rich or
poor. China respects the right of each nation’s choice of development road,
and upholds international justice. China is opposed to any country imposing
its own will on other countries, or interfering in the internal affairs of other
countries, or the strong bullying the weak” (Xi 2017b, 42). As for the second
aspect, the ethical consensus on the new international relations is the efforts
on the ethical practices based on understanding and communication. When
the international community encounters various obstacles and challenges, it
is necessary to cooperate with each other with an attitude of understanding
and communication and insist on resolving those obstacles and challenges
through multi-level interactions and multi-faceted consultations among
nations. Faced with international relation affairs, the deeper the interaction,
consultation and cooperation between countries on the basis of understanding
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and communication are, the more the rationality and effectiveness of
international relation ethics under the concept of a human community of a
shared future can be manifested. The third aspect of the ethical consensus
on the new international relations is the multilateralist ethics, which opposes
unilateralism and hegemony, disagrees with the priority of particular
countries, and rejects unilateral actions. Instead, it advocates a world in which
countries treasure their own distinct heritages, appreciate other cultures and
promote shared prosperity. To practice the multilateralist ethics, the major
countries’ collaboration is crucial. “In international and particularly in
multilateral affairs, major countries play a key role and shoulder significant
responsibilities. Therefore, they need to behave in a way that befits their
status. Instead of putting their own interests above those of others, they
should care for the common interests of all countries; instead of carving out
spheres of influence, they should work for an open world; and instead of
provoking confrontation, they should work together to maintain world peace
and stability” (Wang 2020, 5).

Democracy and freedom as the shared values of humanity demonstrate
the political and ethical consensus of the human community with a shared
future. The shared values of humanity and promoting the building of a
human community with a shared future were proposed aiming to jointly
solve the common problems faced by all countries and the international
community. Then, in what way should they be solved together? Democracy,
as an important instrument, serves as an important ethical norm for the
peaceful resolution of disputes and conflicts in the international community.
Xi noted that we should work together to promote the democratization
of international relations and the fate of the world must be in the hands
of the peoples of all countries, while the global affairs should be run by
governments and peoples through joint consultation. On the other hand, Xi
also said that the idea of monopolizing international affairs is anachronistic,
and actions to monopolize international affairs will certainly not succeed (Xi
2014a, 11). The development of human history proved that the undemocratic
way of threatening with sanctions or resorting to force will not only make
the international problems concerned worse, but may also intensify the
contradictions and conflicts among countries and regions. Today the overall
international social environment is not peaceful, therefore highlighting
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democracy and freedom as shared values of humanity aims to promote the
process of democratization of international relations, and to build a consensus
on political ethics for dealing with disputes and conflicts in the international
community. Considering the value of freedom from the perspective of
promoting the construction of a human community with a shared future, we
should not regard freedom as merely a negative moral right of individual
behavior without interference. The ethical consensus on freedom permeates
the ethical interactions in international affairs as a means of dealing with
international disputes and conflicts, and it is embodied as a gesture of positive
action in international political and economic activities as well as global
governance. Freedom forms the political and ethical basis for mutual respect
and positive interactions among countries. A country’s freedom of action
implies that it is not constrained politically or economically by other countries
and can choose its own social system, development path, and cultural model
according to its actual situations. It should be noted that a few countries,
under the guise of promoting the so-called “democracy” and “freedom,”
arbitrarily interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. Democracy and
freedom, as the shared values of humanity, are important elements of modern
political civilization and political ethics. While opposing such wrong practices
as pan-democratization and absolute liberalism in dealing with international
affairs, they safeguard the rights of each country including independence
and dignity, promote the formation of a more just, reasonable, and inclusive
governance system of global human rights, jointly advance the building of
a human community with a shared future, and shape a better future for the
world.
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