ACCSCIENCE
PUBLISHING

Journal of Chinese
Architecture and Urbanism

*Corresponding author:
Farooq Muhammad Sabil
(sabil.farooq123@qlit.edu.cn)

Citation: Sabil, F.M., Nazia,

F., Tongshun, C., Ruining, H.,
Feroze, F., & Danish, J.M. (2025).
Urban orientalism and informal
urbanization in Jinan, Shandong,
China. Journal of Chinese
Architecture and Urbanism, 7(3):
3517.
https://doi.org/10.36922/jcau.3517

Received: April 28, 2024

1st revised: May 31, 2024
2nd revised: August 12, 2024
3rd revised: October 9, 2024
Accepted: October 9, 2024

Published online: December 4,
2024

Copyright: © 2024 Author(s).
This is an open-access article
distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution-
Non-Commercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits all
non-commercial use, distribution,
and reproduction in any medium,
provided the original work is
properly cited.

Publisher’s Note: AccScience

Publishing remains neutral with

regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional
affiliations.

ORIGINAL ARTICLE
Urban orientalism and informal urbanization in
Jinan, Shandong, China

Farooq Muhammad Sabil'*(2, Feroze Nazia®(*, Cheng Tongshun?{,
Hao Ruining'(?, Faisal Feroze®, and Javed Muhammad Danish*

'School of Business, Qilu Institute of Technology, Jinan, Shandong, People’s Republic of China
2Department of Political Science, The Zhou Enlai School of Government in Nankai University,
Tianjin, People’s Republic of China

3Department of Business Administration, University of Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

4School of Law, The Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan, Hubei, People’s Republic
of China

Abstract

This study examines urban orientalism in Jinan, Shandong, China, focusing on
its intersection with informal urban spaces. Urban orientalism, a concept rooted
in Edward Said’s seminal work, describes the tendency of Western observers to
romanticize and portray non-Western cities as exotic. Jinan, undergoing rapid
expansion, reflects a complex relationship between urban orientalism and informal
settlements, influencing both the city’s physical landscape and social dynamics.
The research explores how perceptions of Jinan’s “Oriental” identity shape policies,
urban development strategies, and the lived experiences of its residents. Through
a multidisciplinary approach integrating urban studies, cultural geography, and
anthropology, this study analyzes the spatial distribution of informal settlements,
their evolution over time, and the socioeconomic factors contributing to their
persistence. In addition, it considers how local and global urban imaginaries shape
views on informality and inform policy decisions impacting urban development.
Drawing on empirical data from fieldwork, interviews, and archival research,
this study aims to deepen understanding of urban orientalism as a multifaceted
phenomenon with tangible implications for urban governance and spatial equity.
Addressing these biases through more inclusive urban planning strategies is crucial
for fostering equity and acknowledging diverse urban experiences.

Keywords: Urban orientalism; Informal urbanization; Jinan; China; Urban perception;
Spatial dynamics

1. Introduction

Jinan, the capital of Shandong province in eastern China, holds great historical and
cultural importance and is sometimes referred to as the “City of Springs” due to its
famous artesian wells. This rapidly expanding urban hub has undergone substantial
economic and infrastructural development, evolving from a traditional city into a
modern metropolis. This shift has been characterized by the implementation of formal
urban planning strategies alongside the rapid emergence of informal settlements. Jinan’s
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distinctive combination of historical heritage and modern
development makes it an intriguing subject for examining
the interplay between urban orientalism and informal
urbanization. The city’s development offers valuable
insights into the coexistence and interaction of traditional
and modern features within the broader context of
urbanization and governance in China.

China’s urbanization has witnessed rapid and
unprecedented expansion, driven by robust economic
growth, large-scale migration from rural to urban areas,
and government-led urbanization projects (Li, 2020). This
dynamic process has significantly altered the physical and
social landscapes of Chinese cities, resulting in a diverse
array of formal and informal urban places (Li, 2020).
Comparable patterns have been observed in other rapidly
urbanizing nations (Li, 2020). For instance, India has
experienced significant informal urban growth, especially
in cities such as Delhi and Mumbai, due to substantial
rural-to-urban migration and economic changes (Kundu,
2003). Similarly, Brazil’s iconic favelas, particularly in Sao
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, emerged as a response to the
nation’s rapid urbanization and social disparity (Perlman,
1976).

A criticalarea of investigation within this contextis urban
orientalism and its relationship with informal urbanization,
particularly in cities such as Jinan, the administrative
center of Shandong province in eastern China. Urban
orientalism refers to the inclination of Western observers
to romanticize and idealize non-Western cities, often
portraying them as exotic and mysterious. Edward Said
introduced this concept in his seminal book Orientalism
in 1978 (Ludden, 2012a), describing it as the creation of
stereotypical narratives about the East, characterized by
notions of enigma, exoticism, and difference (Said, 1978a).
These orientalist conceptions influence social dynamics,
development methods, and urban planning practices
in non-Western cities, shaping how they are perceived
globally (Roy, 2009a).

In Jinan, informal urbanization refers to the
spontaneous and unregulated growth of communities,
infrastructure, and economic activities outside established
regulatory frameworks. This phenomenon intertwines with
urban orientalism, as described by Roy & AlSayyad (2004).
Despite the Chinese government’s efforts to regulate urban
growth through zoning laws, land-use planning, and
property rights regimes, informal urbanization remains
prevalent in numerous Chinese cities, including Jinan (Wu
& Webster, 2020a). This pattern mirrors situations found
in other major cities worldwide, such as the urban slums
in Nairobi, Kenya, and informal settlements in Jakarta,
Indonesia. These cities also grapple with challenges

stemming from rapid population growth and regulatory
issues (Roy, 2005; UN-Habitat, 2003).

Jinan, a  historically significant city with a
prosperous cultural heritage, has undergone substantial
transformations in its urban landscape in recent years,
driven primarily by urbanization and economic growth
(Li & Wu, 2019). As the provincial capital and a significant
economic hub, Jinan attracts people from rural areas
seeking employment and improved living conditions (Ye,
2017a). In addition, rapid urban development has given
rise to migrant enclaves, marginalized urban zones, and
informal settlements (Hsing, 2010).

This study aims to examine the interplay between
informal urbanization and urban orientalism in Jinan,
Shandong province, China, focusing on how these dynamics
affect the everyday lives of residents in Jinan’s unauthorized
urban areas and influence external perceptions of the city
as “Oriental” By employing a multidisciplinary approach
that integrates cultural geography, anthropology, and urban
studies, this research seeks to deepen our understanding
of the social and spatial transformations driven by
urbanization in contemporary China. Specifically, this
study explores how urban orientalism shapes policies,
practices, and perceptions related to informal urbanization
in Chinese cities, offering insights into broader implications
for cultural identity, spatial justice, and urban governance.

Furthermore, this research has practical implications
for urban planning and development in Jinan and other
Chinese cities encountering similar challenges. Planners
and policymakers should prioritize inclusivity and equity
in development strategies, considering the diverse interests
and needs of all urban residents. Recognizing the intricacies
of informal urbanization and critically examining
orientalist perspectives that may inform preconceptions
is essential to achieving these goals (Roy & Ong, 2011).
The upcoming sections include a comprehensive literature
review on urban orientalism, informal urbanization, and
the Chinese urban environment, followed by a detailed
outline of the research methodology, encompassing
the approach, data collection methods, and analytical
framework. Finally, empirical findings from Jinan will be
presented, with a concluding discussion on the study’s
implications and potential avenues for further research.

2. Methodology

The methodology was designed to meticulously examine
the complex dynamics of urban expansion in Jinan. This
study began with a comprehensive literature review on
orientalism, urbanization, and informality, drawing from
the works of prominent scholars such as Edward Said
and Ananya Roy. This foundational analysis facilitated
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the development of a robust conceptual framework that
guided the research and provided essential background for
the investigation.

During the empirical data collection phase, qualitative
research methods were utilized, including semi-structured
interviews, focus group discussions, and participant
observation. A total of 25 stakeholders participated
in semi-structured interviews: 10 urban planners, five
policymakers, seven residents of informal settlements, and
three members of migrant communities. These interviews
revealed that 80% of urban planners and policymakers
acknowledged the influence of Jinan’s “Oriental” identity
on urban development policies, noting that cultural
esthetics were often prioritized over practical urban
needs. In contrast, 70% of the residents and migrants
expressed feelings of marginalization, primarily due to
inadequate infrastructure and a lack of formal recognition
by city authorities. To gain a deeper understanding of
community dynamics, five focus group discussions were
conducted, each with 8 - 10 residents from different
informal settlements, totaling 45 participants. These
discussions highlighted a shared sense of resilience,
with 85% of participants expressing frustration over
their exclusion from formal urban planning processes.
The focus groups also underscored the critical role of
informal social networks, with 90% of participants relying
on these networks to access basic services such as water
and electricity. Furthermore, the researchers engaged in
3 months of participant observation within four different
informal settlements. These observations revealed that
approximately 60% of daily activities in these areas centered
around navigating the challenges of informal living, such
as securing safe housing and maintaining sanitation. This
participant observation provided a stark contrast between
the lived realities of informal settlers and the romanticized
narratives often perpetuated by urban orientalism.

In addition to qualitative methods, spatial analytic
techniques were employed to map the expansion of
informal settlements and track urban transformations
in Jinan over time. Geographic information system
(GIS) tools and satellite imagery were utilized to visually
represent spatial patterns, identify areas of informal
urbanization, and provide empirical evidence of the city’s
growth dynamics.

Finally, the data obtained from the literature review,
qualitative study, and geographical analysis were
triangulated to achieve a comprehensive understanding
of the interplay between urban orientalism and informal
urbanization in Jinan. This triangulation ensured precision
and reliability, enabling a thorough examination of the
phenomena under investigation.

3. Research design

This study employs a multifaceted research design to
thoroughly analyze the intricate dynamics of urban
orientalism and informal urbanization in Jinan, Shandong
province, China. The research design integrates a
multidisciplinary approach, combining a literature review,
qualitative research, and spatial analysis to provide a
comprehensive understanding of these phenomena.

3.1. Literature review

The research began with a thorough examination of existing
literature on orientalism, urbanization, and informality.
This review established the theoretical framework and
provided essential background information for the study.
Key sources included academic books, journal articles,
and theoretical works by scholars such as Edward Said and
Ananya Roy.

3.2. Qualitative research

Empirical data were collected through qualitative
research techniques to gain in-depth insights into the
perceptions and experiences of various stakeholders.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with
urban planners, policymakers, residents of informal
settlements, and members of migrant communities,
aiming to capture their viewpoints and firsthand
experiences. Focus group discussions with residents
of informal settlements further explored community
dynamics and shared perceptions. In addition, the
researchers engaged in participant observation within
informal settlements to gain a nuanced understanding of
the residents’ daily lives and the sociocultural dynamics
of these areas.

3.3. Spatial analysis

Spatial analytic methods were employed to visualize the
spatial distribution and temporal evolution of informal
settlements in Jinan, Shandong province, China. GIS
tools were utilized to create detailed maps that illustrate
the spread of informal settlements and associated urban
changes over time. By leveraging GIS technology, the
researchers layered various types of spatial data to identify
patterns and trends in the development of these areas.
Satellite imagery analysis further detected pockets of
informal urbanization, providing a visual representation
of spatial trends and helping track changes in land use
and settlement expansion. Together, these spatial analytic
methods offer a comprehensive view of how informal
settlements emerge and evolve within Jinan’s urban
landscape, facilitating a deeper understanding of the
dynamics at play.
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3.4. Archival research

Archival research was conducted to trace the historical
development of Jinan and its portrayal as an “Oriental”
city. Historical documents, including historical maps, city
plans, and development reports, were reviewed to provide
context for the city’s urban growth over time. These sources
help elucidate the foundational aspects of Jinan’s expansion
and its initial development phases. Policy documents,
such as urban policies, zoning regulations, and planning
documents, were analyzed to identify the influence of
orientalism on urban governance. This analysis reveals how
orientalized perspectives have shaped planning decisions
and regulatory frameworks. In addition, media analysis
was performed to examine both local and international
representations of Jinan, shedding light on how the city’s
orientalized image is constructed and perpetuated. This
comprehensive archival research offers insights into the
intersection of historical development, policy-making,
and media portrayals in shaping Jinan’s identity as an
“Oriental” city.

3.5. Data triangulation

Data triangulation was used to ensure the accuracy and
credibility of the findings. By combining data from literature
review, qualitative research, and spatial analysis, the study
provides a robust and comprehensive examination of
the interaction between urban orientalism and informal
urbanization in Jinan. The multidisciplinary approach,
which incorporates qualitative research methods and
spatial analysis, enables a holistic understanding of how
urban orientalism shapes the development and governance
of informal urban areas in Jinan. By integrating diverse
perspectives and data sources, the research aims to provide
valuable insights into the social and spatial dynamics of
urbanization in contemporary China, ultimately informing
more inclusive and equitable urban planning practices.

4, Theoretical framework

4.1. Urban orientalism

Urban orientalism, as conceptualized by Edward Said in
his seminal work Orientalism (1978), refers to the Western
tendency to romanticize and idealize non-Western
societies, depicting them as exotic, mysterious, and
fundamentally different from the West. This framework
has been widely applied to understand how cultural
stereotypes shape perceptions and policies directed toward
non-Western regions (Ludden, 2012a; Roy, 2009b). In the
context of urban studies, urban orientalism examines how
such idealized portrayals influence the development and
governance of cities in the Global South.

Urban orientalism involves the construction of
stereotypical narratives and images that emphasize
exoticism and otherness. These narratives often perpetuate
a dichotomy between the “modern” West and the
“traditional” East, impacting both external perceptions and
internal policies of non-Western cities. This perspective is
crucial for understanding how global imaginaries shape
local urban experiences and policies (Said, 1978b; Roy,
2009).

4.2, Informal urbanization

Informal urbanization refers to the unregulated and
spontaneous growth of urban areas outside formal
planning and regulatory frameworks. This phenomenon
is prevalent in many rapidly urbanizing regions where
formal mechanisms fail to keep pace with population
growth and economic changes (Roy & AlSayyad, 2004).
Informal settlements often arise as a response to the lack of
affordable housing and employment opportunities within
formal city structures (Wu & Webster, 2020b).

The study of informal urbanization encompasses
the spatial distribution of these settlements, their
socioeconomic dynamics, and the governance challenges
they present. Informal urbanization is not merely a
peripheral phenomenon but an integral component of
urban systems, providing essential services and housing
to a significant portion of the urban population (Hsing,
2010).

4.3. Intersection of urban orientalism and informal
urbanization

The intersection of urban orientalism and informal
urbanization provides a critical framework for examining
the complexities of urban development in Jinan. This
framework explores how external perceptions rooted
in Orientalism influence local policies toward informal
settlements and their residents. The exoticization of
Jinan as an “Oriental” city fosters both romanticized
and stigmatized views of informal areas, shaping urban
planning and policy decisions (Roy, 2009b).

Understanding this intersection requires analyzing
how global and local imaginaries interact to shape the
lived experiences of residents in informal settlements. It
also necessitates examining the power dynamics among
stakeholders, including local governments, planners, and
the communities themselves. By linking urban orientalism
with informal urbanization, this study aims to uncover the
cultural and socioeconomic factors driving urban policies
and practices in Jinan.
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4.4. Application to Jinan

Jinan, the capital of Shandong province, China, serves
as a compelling case study for exploring these dynamics.
Figure 1 visually contextualizes Jinans location and
highlights areas of urban transformation pertinent to this
research. Jinan’s geographical placement has significantly
influenced its development patterns, especially as rapid
urbanization propels the city’s expansion (Li & Wu, 2019).
This expansion has led to the emergence of informal
settlements, which occupy significant portions of the
urban landscape but are often marginalized in official
urban planning narratives.

Figure 1 illustrates how the portrayal of Jinan as an
“Oriental” city impacts these areas, with internal and
external perceptions shaping urban policies governing
informal spaces. This orientalized framing influences
development priorities and resource allocation, impacting
residents’ everyday lives and raising questions about spatial
justice (Ye, 2017b). The map serves as a foundation for
analyzing these urban dynamics, revealing spatial patterns
that reflect socioeconomic challenges and offering a basis
for examining policy implications.

By synthesizing insights from cultural geography,
anthropology, and urban studies, this research delves
into the nuanced interactions between urban orientalism
and informal urbanization, contributing a layered
understanding of how these elements shape Jinans urban
environment. Figure 2 serves as a pivotal reference in this
context, visually situating Jinan while illustrating the spatial
distribution of urban expansion and informal settlements.
This geographic depiction emphasizes areas impacted
by rapid urban growth that are often excluded from
mainstream planning processes and remain vulnerable to
orientalist framing.

Through this geographic lens, Figure 2 supports a
critique of how spatial policies are often shaped by cultural
perceptions rather than actual urban needs (Roy & Ong,
2011). This analysis underscores the need for inclusive
urban planning practices that recognize and integrate
the socioeconomic diversity within informal settlements,
fostering a more equitable and comprehensive approach to
urban governance in Jinan.

5. Population statistics and urban informal
settlement

The population statistics and frequency of urban informal
settlements in Jinan, Shandong province, China, are
indicative of the city’s rapid urbanization and associated
challenges. With a population exceeding 8 million, Jinan
is one of China’s densely populated cities, experiencing
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Figure 1. Geographical map of Jinan, Shandong province, China. Source:
Map by the authors (created using Designer software)

Figure 2. Illustration of the geographical location of Jinan, Shandong
province, China. Source: Illustration by the authors (created using
Designer software)

consistent expansion driven by internal migration and
urbanization patterns. The influx of rural migrants seeking
employment has overwhelmed the city’s housing system,
intensifying pressures on infrastructure and services.

Population statistics and informal settlement data
are crucial indicators of Jinan’s urban development
and socioeconomic dynamics, as shown in Table 1.
The city comprises 10 districts, with a permanent
population of 13,627,968, including 6,847,808 males
and 6,780,160 females. The registered population is
12,129,642. District-wise population analysis provides
further insights into the demographic composition. Lixia
district accommodates 754,136 residents, while Shizhong
district has 713,581. Huaiyin district follows with 476,811
inhabitants, and Tianqiao district with 688,415 individuals.
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Licheng district boasts the highest population among the
districts, hosting 1,124,306 residents. Changqing district
and Pingyin County have populations of 578,740 and
331,712, respectively. Jiyang County and Shanghe County
house 517,948 and 564,125 individuals, respectively,
whereas Zhangqiu City comprises 1,064,210 residents.
These figures delineate the population distribution
across Jinan's administrative regions, showcasing the
varying densities and district sizes. Understanding these
population dynamics is crucial for urban planning and
resource allocation to ensure equitable development and
address the diverse needs of the city’s inhabitants.

Figure 3 depicts Jinans population growth trajectory
and annual population change rate from 2015 to 2026. The
top section reveals a steady increase in population, rising
from around 4.5 million in 2015 to a projected 5.5 million
by 2026. This consistent upward trend is indicative of the
city’s rapid urbanization and significant internal migration,
particularly from rural areas.

The lower section shows a gradual decline in the annual
population change rate over the same period. While the
annual growth rate remained relatively stable from 2015 to
2020, it has steadily decreased since 2021 and is projected
to continue decreasing through 2026. This decline may
reflect factors such as slowing migration rates, limited

housing and employment opportunities, or demographic
shifts.

These population dynamics align with the
socioeconomic challenges posed by rapid urbanization

Table 1. Population statistics of Jinan, Shandong province,
China, in 2023

District name Permanent Male Female  Registered
population population
Jinan city 6,813,984 3,423,904 3,390,080 6,064,821
Lixia district 754,136 386,087 368,049 543,134
Shizhong district 713,581 362,397 351,184 573,930
Huaiyin district 476,811 243,771 233,040 381,594
Tianqiao district ~ 688,415 347,853 340,562 509,211
Licheng district 1,124,306 571,050 553,256 926,493
Changgqing district 578,740 294,316 284,424 560,696
Pingyin county 331,712 162,992 168,720 372,175
Jiyang county 517,948 256,802 261,146 557,984
Shanghe county 564,125 281,813 282,312 606,585
Zhanggiu city 1,064,210 526,253 538,957 1,019,306
Total 13,627,968 6,847,808 6,780,160 12,129,642

Source: The seventh census and historical population data of the
registered permanent population in Jinan, Shandong province in 2023
(2023 G L AR BE R T A7 RSN T B LN 1 AR D S N T 4
P4 4 P 45 P RO 2 15 141 22 N 11 % [hongheiku.com])

in Jinan, especially the proliferation of urban informal
settlements. The influx of rural-to-urban migrants seeking
employment has placed significant pressure on the city’s
housing infrastructure, exacerbating the growth of
informal settlements. As Jinan’s housing system struggles
to accommodate the growing population, particularly
in populous districts such as Licheng and Zhangqiu, the
need for targeted urban planning strategies becomes
evident.

District-specific data further emphasize the diverse
population distribution across Jinan. For example,
Licheng district, with over 1.1 million residents, has the
highest population, whereas Pingyin County and Jiyang
County have relatively smaller populations. This uneven
distribution requires careful resource allocation and
development planning to ensure sustainable growth and
address the distinct needs of each district, especially in
balancing the requirements of permanent residents and
migrant populations.

Overall, understanding population statistics and the
prevalence of informal settlements in Jinan is essential for
urban planners and policymakers. Addressing challenges
such as housing affordability, infrastructure development,
and social inclusion requires targeted interventions in areas
with higher informal settlements. By prioritizing these
areas, Jinan can work toward equitable and sustainable
urban development that benefits all residents.

5.1. Urban orientalism and informality

Comprehending the connection between informality
and urban orientalism is central to the current research.
Urban informality pertains to the unregulated and
impromptu growth of infrastructure, economic activity,
and settlements occurring outside officially defined
norms (Roy & AlSayyad, 2004). This phenomenon can
manifest in various forms, such as unauthorized land use,

Population

200
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150 H
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Figure 3. Annual change and population of Jinan, Shandong province,
China. Source: Graph by the authors (created using Microtrends software)
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unlicensed street vending, unapproved construction, and
the establishment of informal dwellings. According to Roy
(2009b), informality frequently arises from economic and
social disparities, as well as deficiencies in formal urban
planning and governance institutions. Urban orientalism,
a concept introduced by Said, describes the tendency
of Western observers to idealize and romanticize cities
in non-Western regions. This process entails crafting
traditional narratives and imagery of the “East,” defined by
notions of distinction, allure, and exotic appeal (Ludden,
2012b). Urban orientalism influences the social dynamics,
growth strategies, and urban planning practices of cities
outside the Western world. It also shapes how these cities
are perceived globally (Roy, 2009a).

The intricate relationship between urban orientalism
and informal urbanization in Jinan showcases the
complex social and spatial dynamics influencing the
city’s development. Jinan’s historical landmarks, including
Daming Lake and Baotu Spring, contribute to an
orientalist narrative that portrays the city as an emblem
of ancient Chinese culture and mystique (Zhao, 2008).
Such depictions attract tourism and global investments
(Wang & Zheng, 2016), reinforcing an image of Jinan as
exotic and unchanging. However, these perspectives often
obscure the city’s modern developments, marginalizing its
dynamic and evolving urban environment (Zhao, 2018).

Figure 4 visually illustrates these contrasts, focusing
on informal urban areas that have emerged due to rapid
population shifts and economic growth pressures.
These areas, often located on the city’s outskirts, present
significant challenges for urban planning. Authorities must
address issues related to public safety and property rights
while balancing competing development interests (Li &

Figure 4. Urban orientalism and informality in Jinan, Shandong province,
China. Source: Illustration by the authors (created using Designer software)

Wu, 2019). The figure emphasizes the spatial distribution
of migrant enclaves and informal communities, where
residents often face inadequate access to essential
infrastructure, exacerbating social marginalization (Wu
& Webster, 2020a). Consequently, Figure 4 serves as a
valuable lens for examining how orientalism intersects with
the spatial realities of informal urbanization, influencing
policies, urban governance, and social equity in Jinan.

In summary, the interplay between informal
urbanization and urban orientalism in Jinan creates a
multifaceted and diverse urban development landscape.
This research aims to improve our understanding of
the sociospatial dynamics in modern Chinese cities
by critically analyzing how orientalist narratives shape
attitudes, policies, and practices concerning informal
urbanization. Furthermore, the study aims to promote
social justice and cultural diversity in urban settings by
challenging orientalist prejudices and advocating for more
inclusive and equitable urban design approaches.

5.2.The spread of informal settlements and urban
changes in Jinan

The expansion of informal settlements and urban
transformation in Jinan, Shandong province, China,
between 2015 and 2020, with projections extending
to 2025, underscores the ongoing interplay of social,
economic, and policy-driven factors shaping the city’s
urban landscape. This period has witnessed a notable
rise in informal communities, often referred to as “urban
villages” and “migrant enclaves,” particularly on the city’s
periphery. These settlements have proliferated as a result of
Jinan’s rapid urbanization, combined with rural-to-urban
migration and insufficient affordable housing options for
low-income residents.

Figure 5 visualizes this trend by illustrating the spatial
growth of these informal areas and their associated
challenges. The figure provides insights into the gaps
left by formal urban planning, revealing that these
settlements often lack essential infrastructure and basic
services, thereby exacerbating issues related to public
health, sanitation, and social inclusion. The analysis of
these informal settlements underscores the limitations of
conventional urban planning in addressing the complex
and evolving housing needs of Jinan’s growing population.
This aligns with the studys aim to examine urban
transformations by orientalism and how marginalized
urban populations navigate these shifts.

Jinan’s urban development has experienced substantial
growth in infrastructure and modernization, including
the construction of extensive transportation networks,
new residential zones, and commercial amenities. These
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rapid transformations have redefined the city’s skyline
and urban structure, with tall buildings symbolizing
vertical expansion and new residential developments
marking outward growth. However, these changes have
produced mixed outcomes. While economic growth
and modernization have progressed, challenges such
as environmental degradation, strained transportation
systems, and increased social inequality have emerged.
These dynamics underscore the pressing need for
sustainable and equitable urban planning approaches.

Figure 6 highlights the evolution of spontaneous
settlements alongside formal urban expansion, offering

Figure 5. The spread of informal settlements and urban changes in Jinan,
Shandong province, China. Source: Illustration by the authors (created
using Designer software)

valuable insights into Jinans shifting urban layout. It
also showcases local initiatives, such as urban renewal
and informal settlement regulation, aimed at fostering
social cohesion and mitigating urban challenges. As
Jinan continues its trajectory of growth, sustainability
is expected to become a priority, focusing on energy
efficiency, environmental protection, and inclusivity to
achieve balanced and equitable urban development.

In summary, the growth of informal settlements and
urban changes in Jinan exemplifies the dynamic processes
of urbanization and development in contemporary
China. To effectively anticipate future challenges and
opportunities, policymakers and planners should strive to
understand these trends and their underlying causes. By
doing so, they can develop strategies to create cities that are
more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable.

5.3. Urban disease, hygiene, and favelas in Jinan

The presence of informal neighborhoods, sometimes
referred to as “favelas,” in Jinan’s urban landscape is closely
linked to concerns over urban disease and sanitation.
As an expanding metropolis in Shandong province,
China, Jinan faces significant urbanization challenges,
such as the increasing number of informal communities
on its outskirts. Due to inadequate housing, poor
infrastructure, and restricted access to essential services,
these communities have become fertile ground for various
diseases and health risks.

The proliferation of infectious diseases is a notable
issue in Jinan’s favelas. People living in these areas are at
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Figure 6. Mapping informal settlements and urban changes in Jinan, Shandong province, China, illustrating spatial and temporal distribution patterns of
urban functional areas from 2015 to 2025. Source: Illustration by the authors (created using Spatial Analytics)
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a higher risk of contracting contagious diseases such as
hepatitis, tuberculosis, and respiratory infections due to
overcrowded living conditions and inadequate sanitation
facilities (Magalhdes et al., 2019). The lack of access to
potable water, adequate sanitation systems, and healthcare
services exacerbate the spread of diseases, resulting
in elevated morbidity and mortality rates (Corburn &
Hildebrand, 2015).

In addition to health challenges, informal settlements
in Jinan significantly impact environmental welfare and
urban sanitation. Poor waste management practices,
such as indiscriminate disposal and open-air burning of
garbage, contribute to air and water pollution in and around
favelas (Albiero et al., 2018). Accumulated solid waste and
untreated sewage pose immediate health hazards while also
undermining the ecosystem’s regenerative capacity and
causing long-term environmental degradation (Muggah,
2019). The lack of adequate infrastructure and public
services in informal settlements further impedes efforts
to improve urban hygiene, perpetuating a cycle of poverty
and illness (Birley, 2018). Addressing the challenges posed
by Jinan’s informal settlements requires a comprehensive
approach  integrating  community  development,
urban planning, and public health. The World Health
Organization (2020) emphasizes prioritizing access to
clean drinking water, adequate sanitation facilities, and
healthcare services to improve living conditions in favelas.
Investments in essential infrastructure, such as waste
management systems, sewage networks, and piped water
supplies, are critical to mitigating the effects of preventable
diseases and enhancing community well-being (Fischer
etal., 2019).

Urban planning initiatives should adopt participatory
approaches that involve residents in decision-making
processes, enabling local communities to address their
specific health and sanitation needs (Moser, 2016).
Collaborative efforts among government agencies, non-
profit organizations, and community-based groups can
facilitate the development of sustainable, context-specific
solutions for Jinans informal settlements (UN-Habitat,
2019). Strengthening social connections and fostering
collective action within these communities can enhance
resilience and promote sustainable solutions to urban
health challenges (Kaplan et al., 2015).

To achieve sustainable enhancements in wurban
sanitation and well-being, it is imperative to tackle the
root causes of urban informality, including socioeconomic
disparities, poverty, and inadequate housing regulations
(Davis, 2016). Urban development plans must also
incorporate a comprehensive understanding of the social,
economic, and political dynamics underlying informal

settlements to better serve marginalized populations
(UNDP, 2017). By prioritizing social equity and human
rights in local governance and policymaking, Jinan and
similar cities may enhance the quality of life and resilience
of their residents (WHO, 2019).

In summary, the prevalence of favelas in Jinan, along
with associated urban diseases and hygiene challenges,
highlights the pressing need for comprehensive and
integrated solutions that tackle the root causes of informality
and foster inclusive urban development. Policymakers and
practitioners must prioritize infrastructure development,
public services, and community engagement initiatives to
improve the welfare of underprivileged urban populations
and reduce health risks. By adopting a comprehensive
strategy addressing housing, human rights, and health
issues, cities like Jinan have the potential to lead the way in
creating resilient and equitable urban features.

5.4. Rural enclaves, modernization, and theories of
marginality

Analyzing the intricate interconnections between
modernization, marginality, and rural enclaves is essential
to understanding the dynamics of urban disease, hygiene,
and favelas in Jinan. Rural enclaves, commonly located
on the outskirts of metropolitan areas, are characterized
by distinct cultural practices, traditional livelihoods,
and socioeconomic systems coexisting with broader
urbanization and modernization patterns (Mingione,
2019). Enclaves within the larger metropolitan area are
typically excluded from urban development and face
challenges in accessing vital facilities such as healthcare
and sanitation.

The rapid urbanization and economic development
in Jinan have created distinct dynamics between rural
enclaves and the urban center. Modernization, propelled
by globalization and technological innovation, is
significantly transforming rural communities, leading to
profound social, economic, and cultural shifts (Escobar,
2011). In Jinan, enhanced connectivity, market integration,
and agricultural modernization have brought elements of
urban life to rural areas. However, these changes often
exacerbate existing vulnerabilities and inequalities in rural
regions, intensifying marginalization (Orrt, 2018).

Theories of marginality provide valuable insights into
the power dynamics and exclusionary mechanisms that
perpetuate rural poverty and inequality in Jinan’s context.
Sen (2001) defines marginality as the state of being
excluded from social, economic, and spatial opportunities,
highlighting the challenges faced by marginalized rural
communities in accessing resources and participating
in decision-making processes. In Jinan, rural enclaves
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experience spatial marginalization due to their remote
locations and limited access to urban facilities and services
(Cloke et al., 2004).

As per the findings of Schleck et al. (2018),
marginalized individuals living in rural areas often
face social isolation, inadequate representation, and
discrimination, perpetuating patterns of disadvantage and
exclusion. Moreover, the concept of a parallel economy
highlights the economic disparities within Jinan’s rural
enclaves. Aligned with this notion, underprivileged groups
often find themselves compelled to work in low-wage,
unstable jobs whereas rural economies operate in both
traditional, self-sufficient sectors and modern, capitalist
frameworks (Lewis, 1954). Rural communities in Jinan
typically engage in a combination of informal sector jobs,
agriculture, and migration to urban areas to improve
their job opportunities. Nevertheless, the transition from
traditional subsistence practices to paid employment in
rural communities sometimes reinforces cycles of poverty
and marginalization (Ferndndez & Valladares, 2017). To
address the interconnected challenges of urban disease,
hygiene, and favelas in Jinan, it is crucial to understand
the links between rural enclaves, modernization, and
conceptions of marginality. Marginalized rural populations
are particularly vulnerable to environmental hazards and
health issues due to their limited access to clean water,
adequate sanitation, and health care (Magalhaes et al.,
2019). Moreover, the susceptibility of rural enclaves to
disease outbreaks, natural disasters, and socioeconomic
shocks is exacerbated by their physical and social isolation.
Policymakers and practitioners in Jinan should adopt a
holistic approach that integrates interventions targeting
socio-economic development, housing, and health.
Cleaver (1999) advocates for community-based initiatives,
participatory planning procedures, and grassroots
movements, which can empower impoverished rural
communities and enhance their resilience to urban disease
and environmental challenges. By prioritizing investments
in infrastructure, health care, and social services in
rural areas, Jinan can promote inclusive and equitable
development, ensuring that the needs and aspirations of all
residents are addressed (Beckford, 2019).

When examining urban disease, hygiene, and favelas
in Jinan, it is evident that the relationship between rural
enclaves, modernism, and conceptions of marginality
is complex and multifaceted. Rural enclaves are areas
where conventional lifestyles and cultural heritage coexist
with the forces of urbanization and modernization.
Nevertheless, these enclaves often endure marginalization
within the broader urban context, characterized by limited
access to economic opportunities, inadequate hygienic

conditions, and insufficient healthcare services. Theories
of marginality provide valuable analytical frameworks
for understanding the power dynamics and exclusionary
processes that perpetuate inequality and rural poverty
in Jinan. By adopting inclusive and participatory
development strategies, Jinan can work toward addressing
these persistent challenges.

5.5. Developmentalism and the emergence of
informality

To achieve a comprehensive understanding of urban
growth, governance, and social transformation, it is
essential to examine the roots of informality in Jinan
within the context of developmentalism. Since the late
20" century, China has used a development strategy
termed developmentalism. This strategy entails the
government playing a leading role in driving economic
growth, modernization, and urban expansion (Chen
& Ong, 2016). However, the pursuit of rapid economic
expansion often leads to unintended consequences, such
as the proliferation of informal settlements, unregulated
economic activities, and social inequalities. By examining
the connection between developmentalism and informality
in Jinan, experts and policymakers can gain significant
insights into the social and spatial changes accompanying
urban transition and their implications for inclusive and
sustainable development.

Jinan, the capital of Shandong province in eastern
China, has experienced rapid urbanization and economic
growth over the past few decades. This growth has been
fueled by government initiatives to attract investment,
promote industrial development, and improve urban
infrastructure (Li & Wu, 2019). These developmental
efforts have transformed Jinan into a prosperous economic
hub, attracting migrants, businesses, and investment from
surrounding regions. However, alongside deliberate urban
expansion, the city has witnessed the proliferation of
informal settlements, unregulated economic activities, and
marginalized populations, particularly on its periphery.
The manifestations of informality in Jinan are diverse,
including informal housing, street vending, unauthorized
construction, and illegal land occupation (Wu & Webster,
2020a). These informal practices often arise from
inadequacies in official urban planning and governance
structures, as well as socioeconomic inequalities (Roy,
2009b). For example, rural migrants and low-income
individuals unable to afford formal housing frequently
settle in informal settlements on the city’s outskirts,
where land is cheaper and regulations are less stringent
(Chen et al., 2019). Similarly, small-scale entrepreneurs
and street vendors engage in informal economic activities
to supplement their income and serve underprivileged
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communities (Chen & Ong, 2016). The prevalence of
informality in Jinan is closely linked to its growth and
policy priorities. The local governments emphasis on
fostering economic growth and expanding urban areas
often adversely affects informal settlements and economic
activities (Li, 2020). Informal settlements are frequently
targeted for demolition and redevelopment to make space
for infrastructure projects, commercial developments, or
residential complexes (Wu & Webster, 2020a). Similarly,
unlicensed street vendors often face harassment,
displacement, or confiscation of their goods as governing
authorities attempt to regulate public spaces and establish
formal urban marketplaces (Chen et al., 2019). Moreover,
Jinan’s developmentalist urban planning and governance
approach prioritizes the interests of capital and elites over
those of marginalized communities and informal workers
(Roy, 2009b). Li & Wu (2019) found that the development
of large infrastructure projects, such as highways, high-
speed rail lines, and industrial parks, often leads to the
displacement of rural populations, informal settlers, and
small-scale entrepreneurs, with limited compensation
or support for resettlement. This centralized decision-
making model exacerbates socioeconomic disparities,
spatial segregation, and exclusionary practices, further
marginalizing vulnerable communities and entrenching
cycles of poverty and informality (Davis, 2016).

The tension between developmentalism and informality
in Jinan raises critical questions regarding the equity,
longevity, and inclusivity of its urban development
approaches. While developmentalism aims to advance
economic modernization, it often overlooks the needs and
rights of marginalized groups and informal sector workers
(Friedmann,2018). Furthermore, itsemphasisonhierarchical
planning and regulation limits community-driven initiatives,
participatory governance, and decentralized management
approaches (Escobar, 2011). To address the problems caused
by informality within the framework of developmentalism,
policymakers and practitioners in Jinan should adopt more
inclusive and collaborative urban planning and governance
strategies. ~Community-led initiatives,  participatory
decision-making, and grassroots movements can empower
marginalized groups and informal sector workers to assert
their rights, access essential services, and gain recognition
from the governmental authorities (Cleaver, 1999).
Moreover, integrating a human rights-based approach into
urban development can help ensure that the needs and
aspirations of all residents, including those in informal
settlements, are taken into account in policy formulation
and implementation (UNDP, 2017).

In summary, the presence of informality in Jinan’s
developmentalism underscores the inherent challenges

and contradictions in Chinas urbanization process.
While developmentalism seeks to promote economic
advancement and modernization, it often excludes informal
settlements, economic activities, and marginalized
communities. A comprehensive analysis of the relationship
between developmentalism and informality can help
experts and decision-makers identify opportunities to
develop urban strategies that prioritize inclusivity, equity,
and environmental sustainability while safeguarding the
interests and rights of all individuals.

5.6. The concept of informality endures

The concept of informality remains prevalent and
constantly evolving in metropolitan areas worldwide,
showcasing complex interactions between social,
economic, and political factors. Despite efforts to establish
legal frameworks and regulations for urban areas, informal
practices persist, influencing urban structures and affecting
the lives of city residents. For policymakers, planners, and
scholars seeking to address the challenges and harness
the potential of informality to promote equitable and
sustainable urban development, a thorough understanding
of its enduring characteristics is essential.

Informality encompasses a diverse range of activities,
spaces, and relationships that operate independently
of formal regulatory structures (Portes, 1994). It is
widespread across various aspects of urban life, particularly
in developing nations and rapidly urbanizing areas.
Common manifestations include informal settlements,
street hawking, unregistered businesses, and irregular
employment arrangements (Hart, 1973). The persistent
nature of informality stems from its adaptability to meet
the needs and constraints of marginalized populations,
while also addressing the gaps left by formal institutions.

Informality endures due to structural inequities,
inadequate governance systems, and discriminatory
policies that marginalize certain groups from formal
economic and social networks (Roy, 2005). Urbanization
and globalization have further accelerated the growth of
informal economies and settlements. This expansion is
largely driven by individuals migrating from rural areas or
being evicted from their homes in search of opportunities
in metropolitan areas (Davis, 2006). Broader phenomena
such as urbanization, economic transformation, and social
change also contribute significantly to the persistence of
informality, shaping the functioning of contemporary cities
(Roy, 2009a). Informality in settlements often manifests
through inadequate housing, questionable land ownership,
and limited access to critical services.

Informal settlements - sometimes known as slums
or shantytowns - are tangible representations of urban

Volume 7 Issue 3 (2025)

"

https://doi.org/10.36922/jcau.3517


https://doi.org/10.36922/jcau.3517

Journal of Chinese
Architecture and Urbanism

Urban orientalism and informal urbanization

poverty and marginalization. Despite societal stigma and
limited official support, these spaces showcase qualities of
perseverance, resistance, and communal solidarity (Davis,
2019). Residents of informal settlements demonstrate
remarkable resourcefulness and inventiveness in navigating
difficult living conditions (Roy, 2011). Informal economies,
a persistent feature of informality, encompass a diverse
array of unregulated economic activities, such as street
vending, home-based production, informal transportation,
and construction. Informal laborers often face precarious
working conditions, with limited access to social security,
formal employment benefits, and legal protection (Portes
& Haller, 2005). However, the informal sector is vital in
providing livelihoods for many, particularly when formal
employment opportunities are scarce or inaccessible.

Beyond economic activities, informality extends
into informal governance systems, social networks, and
cultural practices that influence the daily lives of urban
residents (Castells, 1983). Informal mechanisms for social
control, dispute resolution, and resource distribution often
complement - or challenge - formal institutions, highlighting
the complex relationship between formal and informal
systems of power and authority (Ferguson, 1999). Informal
social networks and solidarity networks play a crucial role
in providing mutual aid, collective action, and communal
resilience in difficult situations (Auyero & Swistun, 2008).

The enduring presence of informality presents both
challenges and opportunities for urban development and
governance. Informality exacerbates socio-economic
disparities, spatial segregation, and exclusionary
practices, undermining social unity and the long-term
sustainability of urban areas. Informal settlements
pose significant challenges related to infrastructure
provision, environmental sustainability, and public health,
necessitating innovative approaches to address these issues
(UN-Habitat, 2003). Portes & Schaufiler (1994) assert
that informal economies can negatively impact urban
governance by enabling tax evasion, labor exploitation,
and regulatory avoidance.

On the other hand, informality serves as a source
of strength, originality, and social connections within
urban settings. Informal economies provide marginalized
populations with flexible employment opportunities,
routes for entrepreneurship, and avenues for improving
their economic conditions, thereby diversifying income
sources and alleviating poverty (Chen et al., 2017).
Informal settlements foster social bonds, cultural identity,
and community solidarity, which underpin collective
initiatives and societal change (Perlman, 1976).

Ultimately, informality is an intricate and dynamic
phenomenon that shapes the landscapes and lifestyles

of urban residents worldwide. Despite efforts to regulate
and formalize urban environments, informality persists,
largely due to structural inequalities, inadequate
governance, and prejudiced policies. Understanding
the enduring nature of informality is crucial for
devising effective strategies that address its challenges
and harness its potential for inclusive and sustainable
urban development. By recognizing the resilience,
resourcefulness, and contributions of informal actors,
policymakers, planners, and scholars can work toward
creating equitable, resilient, and vibrant cities for all.

6. Results and discussion

Spatial analysis of Jinan reveals a significant clustering
of informal settlements on the city’s outskirts, identified
using GIS and satellite data. These informal communities,
commonly referred to as “urban villages,” have expanded
substantially between 2000 and 2020. This growth reflects
the city’s rapid urbanization and the influx of migrants from
rural areas seeking improved economic opportunities. The
chronological progression of these settlements reveals
a distinct pattern of spontaneous urban expansion that
parallels various stages of Jinan’s economic development.

The study examines the socio-economic conditions of
residents in these informal communities using qualitative
methods, including interviews and focus group discussions.
Key factors driving the growth of informal urbanization
include the pursuit of affordable housing and employment
opportunities within the informal sector. Migrant workers,
who constitute the majority of residents, frequently
encounter difficulties in accessing essential services such
as healthcare, education, and sanitation. Interviews with
urban planners and officials reveal how orientalized
notions of Jinan influence urban governance. These East-
inspired perceptions often result in urban strategies that
prioritize preserving esthetics and cultural heritage over
addressing the needs of informal settlement residents. This
bias contributes to governance approaches that disregard
the socioeconomic realities of these communities.

Participant observation and interviews with residents
provide valuable insights into the daily realities of
individuals living in informal settlements. The data suggest
a notable disparity between the romanticized perception
of Jinan and the lived experiences of its inhabitants. This
disparity perpetuates exclusion and fails to adequately
address the socioeconomic difficulties experienced by these
populations. The study highlights a crucial connection
between urban orientalism and informal urbanization
in Jinan. Orientalist narratives perpetuate the negative
portrayal of informal areas, influencing policy decisions
that frequently overlook the developmental requirements
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of these communities. This intersection amplifies existing
disparities, specifically for vulnerable groups such as
migrant laborers.

Overall, the findings emphasize the importance of
adopting a comprehensive approach to urban development
in Jinan. Policymakers, urban planners, and scholars
must critically examine narratives that stereotype and
exoticize the East while incorporating diverse viewpoints
to effectively address informal urbanization. To foster
inclusive, egalitarian, and sustainable urban futures for
Jinan and other rapidly urbanizing cities, stakeholders
should transcend orientalized paradigms and prioritize the
needs of all residents.

6.1. Experiences in informal areas and “Oriental”
perceptions

This research study explores the contrast between the lived
experiences of residents in Jinan’s informal urban areas and
external perceptions of the city as an “Oriental” cultural
hub. Jinan, the capital of Shandong province, China, is
undergoing significant urban transformation, blending
its rich cultural heritage with rapid modernization. This
duality presents a unique case where traditional and
contemporary elements coexist.

Informal settlements in Jinan, which accommodate
a substantial portion of the city’s population, often face
challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, limited
access to essential services, and various socioeconomic
difficulties. These areas are frequently marginalized in
urban planning processes, leading to poor living conditions
and limited opportunities for their residents. The daily
experiences of these residents reflect a constant struggle to
navigate and survive within these constraints, highlighting
the stark reality of urban inequality. Contrastingly, Jinan
is often romanticized and idealized as an “Oriental” city
by external observers, including media, policymakers, and
tourists. This perception emphasizes the city’s historical
significance, cultural heritage, and esthetic appeal, creating
an exoticized image that obscures the harsh realities faced
by residents of informal urban areas. The romanticization
of Jinan as an “Oriental” city influences urban policies and
development practices, often prioritizing the preservation
of its cultural image over addressing the urgent needs of its
marginalized populations.

This dissonance
the lived realities
urban governance

between external perceptions and
of residents significantly impacts
and policy-making. By focusing
on maintaining an “Oriental” image, urban strategies
risk neglecting the socioeconomic and infrastructural
improvements necessary for inclusive urban development.
This analysis underscores the importance of integrating the

diverse experiences of all residents into urban planning.
Addressing this gap is crucial for fostering equitable and
sustainable development in Jinan, ensuring that the city’s
growth benefits all its inhabitants, not just those who align
with the external “Oriental” narrative.

6.2. Urban orientalism’s impact on informal
urbanization policies

In Jinan, the influence of urban orientalism on policies
related to informal urbanization is palpable. As a
city renowned for its rich cultural heritage and rapid
modernization, Jinan presents a fascinating case study
of the intersection between tradition and modernity in
urban development. Urban orientalism, shaped by external
perceptions that romanticize and exoticize non-Western
cities, significantly impacts Jinan’s policies and practices
concerning informal urbanization.

Externally, Jinan is often portrayed as an “Oriental”
cultural hub, celebrated for its historical significance,
picturesque landscapes, and traditional architecture. This
idealized image influences urban development policies,
prioritizing the preservation of cultural heritage and
esthetic appeal over addressing the needs of residents
in informal settlements. Policies influenced by urban
orientalism frequently focus on enhancing the city’s
visual appeal to attract tourism and investment, while
neglecting the pressing socioeconomic challenges faced by
marginalized urban populations. Consequently, informal
settlements in Jinan often receive little attention in urban
planning processes. Despite housing a substantial portion
of the city’s population, these areas are frequently excluded
from comprehensive development plans, resulting in
inadequate infrastructure, limited access to essential
services, and persistent socioeconomic disparities.
The disparity between the external portrayal of Jinan
as an “Oriental” city and the lived realities of informal
settlement residents highlights the profound impact of
urban orientalism on urbanization policies.

Addressing this impact requires a shift toward more
inclusive and equitable urban development strategies.
By integrating the needs and experiences of informal
settlement residents into urban planning processes,
policymakers can create policies that prioritize the well-
being of all residents, fostering sustainable growth and
enhancing the overall quality of life in Jinan.

6.3. Limitations

The present study provides valuable insights into the
intricate dynamics of urban growth in the city. However,
it has certain limitations. The study’s scope is confined to
Jinan, Shandong province, China, which may restrict the
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applicability of its findings to other metropolitan areas
with diverse historical, cultural, and socioeconomic factors
influencing urban orientalism and informal urbanization.
Furthermore, the lack of extensive and up-to-date data on
informal settlements and urban changes in Jinan may have
influenced the thoroughness and precision of the spatial
analysis and empirical results. Language barriers may have
further constrained the study by limiting access to Chinese-
language sources, reports, and interviews, resulting in the
omission of potentially valuable perspectives and data.
The researchers’ personal experiences and preconceived
notions may have influenced the interpretation of findings,
despite efforts to minimize bias through self-reflection and
triangulation of evidence. Temporal constraints also may
have hindered the ability to capture long-term trends in
urban orientalism and informal urbanization. Moreover,
qualitative research methodologies may have been affected
by sampling bias, potentially skewing the representation
of diverse perspectives. While the study offers valuable
insights into urban dynamics, it does not provide specific
policy solutions to address the identified challenges
effectively. Further research and active collaboration with
policymakers are needed to translate these findings into
actionable strategies for promoting sustainable urban
development in Jinan and other areas.

7. Conclusion

The examination of urban orientalism and informal
urbanization in Jinan, Shandong province, China,
highlights the intricate interplay of cultural perspectives,
power dynamics, and socioeconomic factors in shaping
urban growth. This study provides a thorough analysis of
scholarly literature and empirical data, uncovering several
noteworthy findings and their implications.

Understanding Jinan requires recognizing the
significant influence of orientalism in Western discourse.
Achieving this understanding requires a detailed and
nuanced approach rather than reliance on romanticized or
exaggerated portrayals of the city. Orientalist perspectives
often distort the realities of local communities and
reinforce preconceived notions, influencing policy
decisions and urban development plans in ways that hinder
the attainment of inclusive and sustainable outcomes.
Furthermore, the emergence of informal urbanization is a
critical factor in shaping Jinan’s urban landscape, driven by
rapid urbanization and migration. The exponential growth
of informal settlements, usually known as “urban villages,”
presents intricate challenges for urban governance, social
equity, and sustainable development. The intersection of
orientalism and informal urbanization exacerbates existing
inequalities, particularly for marginalized populations
such as migrant laborers and rural-to-urban migrants.

Their experiences highlight the significance of addressing
informal dynamics through a framework that transcends
orientalist divides and fosters inclusivity, equity, and
sustainability. In light of these findings, it is crucial for
policymakers, urban planners, and scholars to adopt a
comprehensive approach to urban development in Jinan.
This comprehensive strategy entails critically examining
orientalist narratives, fostering more accurate and diverse
representations, and implementing strategies that address
the challenges of informal urbanization while advocating
for inclusive and sustainable urban futures.

In conclusion, the study underscores the importance
of transcending orientalist notions and fostering
comprehensive, fair, and sustainable approaches to urban
development in Jinan and other rapidly urbanizing
Chinese cities.
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