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Abstract Based on the analyses on the quality of educational periodicals and
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1 Introduction

How to evaluate the academic level and the influence of research on humanities
and social science always remains a hot topic in the field of science evaluation
research. For a long time, people have over relied on authority and expertise in a
specific field to assess final research results. The method is simple and applicable
but has raised debates because it is subjective. In May 2000, Chinese Social
Sciences Citation Index (CSSCI) was devised by Nanjing University, a new
tool and approach for the evaluation of research productivities in the field of
human and social science in China'. Based on the data provided by CSSCI, the
comprehensive evaluation is graded by the academic influence of research results
in educational science (Zou, 2000). Such an evaluation is not only aiming at the
influence of one paper or one piece of work in academic circles or the position of
scholars in the educational field, but also analyzes advantages and disadvantages
among regions and institutes in educational research while simultaneously
examining the influential power of works, experts, journals and research institutes
in the educational field. According to statistics of CSSCI, this essay intends to
review China’s pedagogical papers during 2000-2004 to assess the academic
influence of pedagogical periodicals.

2 General introduction to journals and papers
2.1 The number of journals and papers

According to the statistics of social sciences and humanities periodicals (4 927
types) in 2005, there are about 627 kinds of pedagogical journals, accounting for
12.7 percent of the total, just next to politics (730 types, reaching 14.8 percent)
and economics (706 types, taking up 14.3 percent). It ranks the third in humanities
and social sciences (totaling 24 subjects). Among 627 kinds of periodicals, 14
are non-Chinese periodicals, accounting for about 2.23 percent; 21 are secondary
literature periodicals, about 3.35 percent; 217 are non-academic periodicals
such as remedial instruction materials, about 34.6 percent; 375 are academic
periodicals, about 59.1 percent. Among the 3 105 academic periodicals in 24
subjects of social sciences and humanities, 375 types of pedagogical periodicals
make up about 12.1 percent, taking second place, following economics (551
types, accounting for 17.5 percent).

'CSSCl s developed by the Evaluation Center of Chinese Social Science in Nanjing University.
Till June 2005, altogether seven years (from 1998-2004) of data have been accumulated. In
all, it contains source literature 459 293 items; quoted data 262 985 items, and the periodicals
between 419 to 506. Compact disk and online versions are available.
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The number of papers embodied by CSSCI shows each subject scale. According
to CSSCI, humanities and social sciences are generally divided into three
categories. The first involves over 30 000 papers in three subjects embodied by
the CSSCI within a five-year period, i.e. economics (85 184), pedagogy (36 797)
and administration (34 945); the second has nine subjects that embody more than
10 000 but less than 30 000 papers, i.e. journalism and communications, politics,
library literature and information, history, law, China literature, philosophy,
linguistics and art; and the third consists of less than 10 000 papers of 12 subjects
embodied, i.e. sociology, physical education, environmental science, Marxism,
religion, psychology, ethnology, foreign literature, archacology, statistics, culture
and humanist economy and geology, etc.

The number of papers published and citations are listed in Table 1.

2.2 The number of citations

During 2000-2004, the number of pedagogical journals embodied in CSSCI rose
from 29 types (2000-2003) to 30 types (2004)%. Thirty-six thousand seven
hundred and ninety-seven pedagogical papers are embodied and 7 360 papers on
average per year. Table 2 describes the total number of pedagogical research
papers embodied in CSSCI during 2000 to 2004 and the overview of their
citations, which not only includes pedagogical publications in academic
periodicals of this specialty, but also comprehensive journals of social sciences of
colleges and universities as well as non-pedagogical periodicals.

Table 2 shows that there is a discrepancy between pedagogy and other subjects
either in citations per paper or the number of papers with citations. They also
show the growing trend, which leads to the following analysis or conclusion.

The number of citations per pedagogical paper and the proportion of papers
with citations are lower than those of humanities and social sciences in China.
During 2000-2004, pedagogical papers cited 134 981 academic papers, and
citations per paper was 3.67, far lower than those of the whole humanities and
social sciences (6.06); 20 423 have citations, accounting for 55.5 percent of the
total amount, which is also lower than those of the whole humanities and social
sciences. These data show that in all the humanities and social science fields,
pedagogy, as a whole, is not a mature subject, which requires a further scientific
academic research and a stricter method.

The indices grew rapidly year by year. Educational research and papers tend
to be more scientific and standardized. To our relief, the number of pedagogical
papers cited, citations per paper and papers with citations demonstrates the
upward trend annually and the increasing amplitude is very large. The literatures

2Retrieved on April 28, 2006, from http://cssci.nju.edu.cn/cssci_lyqk2000.htm; http://cssci.
nju.edu.cn/cssci_lyqk2003.htm; http://cssci.nju.edu.cn/CSSCIlyqk2004.htm.
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Table 2 The number of pedagogical papers embodied by CSSCI and the overview of citations
(2000-2004)

Year Classification

Papers Citations  Citations Papers with Papers  The proportion
embodied per paper  citations  without of literature with
citations citations and that
without citations

2000 6421 19 000 2.96 3041 3380 47.4:52.6
2001 6710 19 959 2.97 3179 3531 47.4:52.6
2002 7549 25351 3.36 3906 3643 51.7:48.3
2003 7 635 31980 4.19 4713 2922 61.7:38.3
2004 8482 38 691 4.56 5584 2 898 65.8:34.2
Total 36 797 134 981 3.67 20423 16 374 55.5:44.5

cited in 2004 were 38 691 papers, which was 2.04 times of that in 2000; citations
per paper rose from 2.96 in 2000 to 4.56 in 2004, increasing by 54.1 percent;
the proportion of papers with citations also rose from 47.4 percent to 65.8
percent, which surpassed the increasing amplitude (32.1 percent) of the quantity
of pedagogical theses in the same period, and has approached the proportion
of theses with citations of the whole humanities and social sciences field (66.4
percent). This trend shows that pedagogy is improving, so is scientific pedagogical
research and normative thesis writing.

2.3 Cited foreign languages
The analysis on the types of foreign languages can demonstrate the degree of
the internalization to some subjects from one side and meanwhile we will know

the degree of being influenced by the other subjects. Table 3 demonstrates some
information in this field.

Table 3 Languages cited in pedagogical papers (2000-2004)

Year Language classification

Chinese English Japanese Russian German French  Other  Translation

languages
2000 12827 3313 211 16 75 36 35 2487
2001 13593 3444 309 26 71 40 39 2437
2002 16 651 5052 318 19 53 19 85 3154
2003 20784 6997 292 23 83 31 32 3738
2004 25342 9039 287 14 107 26 78 3798

Total 89197 27845 1417 98 389 152 269 15614
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2.3.1 Foreign literature cited (including translation) accounts for about one
third of the total amount

The research works of the pedagogical field cited 89 197 Chinese papers,
accounting for 66.08 percent of the whole citations (134 981). There are 30 170
foreign citations, reaching 22.35 percent; if 15 614 translation papers were added,
totally there were 45 784 citations, accounting for 33.92 percent of the total cited
literature.

2.3.2  The major foreign language cited was English, the tendency of which
needs to be changed urgently

It took up 92.3 percent of foreign citations, more exact, 27 845 papers; Japanese
(4.70 percent) was the next, 1 417 papers cited; German citations were 389, only
1.29 percent; French, Russian and other languages cited were very few. This
shows that the main language of foreign academic sources used by scholars
of China in the pedagogical field is still English, the pedagogical concept and
academic thoughts of English-speaking countries, especially, America has greatly
affected China’s pedagogical research. The formation of this pattern has many
factors. First, it is absolutely related to the current status that most academic
achievements of international pedagogical research are in English. Second,
English dominates foreign language learning in China’s colleges and universities.
Third, in the late 20" century, most Chinese scholars and students went to
America, Europe, Oceania and Latin America countries for further study.
Education shall be geared to the whole world, which requires that pedagogical
research in China must absorb the experience and lessons from the pedagogical
reforms and developments of other countries, extract the advantages from others
and exploit them in order to benefit the pedagogy of China. Otherwise, it is
adverse to the research, reform and the development of education if foreign
citation is in one form or ones that only rely on American research. As students
and visiting scholars prefer many different countries and with the strengthening
of education exchange and cooperation between the EU and China, it can be
argued that this status could possibly change over the next ten years.

2.3.3 English citations increase year by year

In five years it raised from 3 313 papers in 2000 to 9 093 papers in 2004, by
1.73 times, which is higher than the growth rate of Chinese literatures (0.98 times)
and that of the translated literature (0.53 percent) at the same time. In addition,
non-English citations have not increased. This shows that as more and more
scholars came back from foreign countries, and with the increasingly improvement
of the foreign language level of postgraduates in the pedagogical field of China,
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the capacity of postgraduates and scholars in the pedagogical field to quote
more foreign literatures (especially English literatures) directly is obviously
enhanced, which will not only be helpful to avoid the errors, loss, misreading
or misunderstanding of foreign literatures but also contribute to the rapid study
of the pedagogical field internationally and learn research productivity abroad.

2.4 Types of citations

Scholars’ reading orientation and the growth rate of certain field can be surveyed.
Generally, the faster the field develops, the more scholars will rely on journals
because academic periodicals can quickly reflect the up-to-date achievements of
the field and its dynamics and leading edge. Table 4 shows the structure proportion
of cited literature of pedagogical papers, which has the following features.

2.4.1 Academic books are in the leading type of cited works, but periodical
papers could possible surpass them

Among the total 134 981 papers cited, 63 341 are books, accounting for about
46.93 percent, which shows that they are still the largest amount of citations in
the pedagogical research; periodical papers rank the second with 48 757 citations
and the proportion of 36.12 percent, showing the surpassing trend. Among
citations in 2000, 6 375 periodical papers were cited, occupying 65.5 percent of
academic books cited in the same year; while citations of the periodical papers in
2004 increased 1.33 times compared with those of five years ago, more exact, up
to 14 840 papers cited, 89.0 percent of the book citations in the same year. It is
predicted that in the next five years, periodical papers will replace books and
become the first place among the cited literatures of pedagogic papers.

2.4.2  Network resources develop rapidly among various citations

Although there are only 4 622 theses within this five-year period, ranking the
fifth place after academic books, periodical theses, compiled literatures and
newspaper, it is a non-debatable fact that researchers are paying more and more
attention to them. In the past five years 131 papers cited in 2000 have risen to
2 166 in 2004, increasing by 15.5 times and has surpassed “compiled literature”
and “newspaper articles”. With the improvement of social informatization, it is
certain that network resources will further enter the visual field of researchers
and be popular due to its instant, shortcut and convenient retrieve. However, it
is necessary to perform the screening and carding to the farraginous network
information and network resources, avoiding slavishly echoing others and
incorrectly relaying erroneous information.
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2.4.3 Dissertations were cited scarcely, which are all in urgent need of
development

In some countries, postgraduates’ dissertations are important research findings,
often cited by academic works. According to the statistics (up to 2003), 99
colleges and universities have the right to confer a master’s degree, 22 colleges
and universities are entitled to confer a doctor’s degree. According to the
statistical data issued by Academic Degree Committee of the State Council,
from 1999 to 2001, Chinese universities totally conferred the master’s degree
in pedagogy on 3 928 students and the doctoral degree in pedagogy upon
461 persons. Every year not less than 150 dissertations of doctoral degree and
over 130 dissertations of master’s degree meet academic standards. However,
pedagogical papers only cited 53 academic dissertations in 2000 and even if there
were 179 in 2004, academic dissertation citations still accounted for 0.004 6
percent of that year, not even reaching one out of ten thousand works cited. These
data at least revealed two pieces of information: first, the originality of academic
dissertations of pedagogy needs to be improved to avoid the repetitions of low
quality dissertations and the depreciation of the master’s degree and doctor’s
degree; second, the utilization ratio of academic dissertations is too low and
needs to be urgently developed. Of course, the Education Science Publishing
House and some colleges and universities have publishing projects that create a
“Database of Doctoral Dissertations”, from which some excellent dissertations
have already been published; others have been published in different academic
periodicals. Doctoral dissertation citations are usually not recorded in
“dissertation” but “books” and “periodical theses”. Even if these factors are
considered, the fact is that the quality is not high and the utilization rate of
dissertations is not frequent. Therefore, dissertation collection, dissertation
retrieved, problems with using dissertations, traditional method and inflexible
management mechanism, etc. shall arouse one’s attention to deal with as soon as
possible, otherwise, academic achievements of excellent postgraduates can only
be on the shelf.

2.5 Types of cited papers

The amount of citations can reflect the scientific and precise nature of papers
to some extent, and at the same time, it is related to the types of theses. Generally,
research theses must respect the research findings of predecessors based on
academic accumulations, that is, by “climbing on the shoulders of giants”.
Retrieving and commenting on the existing research findings is the precondition
of deepening research in addition to the important components of theses. Table 5
lists various types of pedagogical papers in 2000-2004. As Table 5 shows, three
conclusions are reached and showed as follows.
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2.5.1 Research theses dominate pedagogical dissertations

Research theses and citations account for 92 percent and 94 percent of total
pedagogical papers respectively. In terms of citations per paper, the academic
overview is higher (average 4.12 times per paper), research theses (average 3.75
times per thesis) and academic comments (average 3.10 times per thesis). This is
generally consistent with the nature of academic overviews, academic comments
and research theses.

2.5.2 The amount of citations of various pedagogical papers is less

Compared with the statistics of other subjects, it can be found that the amount of
citations in pedagogy (academic overview or research theses) is generally low.
For example, citations of academic overview of sociology per thesis during the
same period is up to 10.51 papers, and those of research theses is up to 8.28
papers; while the amount of the same kind of pedagogical papers cited is only
about 40 percent of that of sociology (Su, 2006). This is not adaptive to a subject
that is vigorously developing where theory and practice are closely combined.
The fact that citations of pedagogical papers are few indicates that most of the
authors come from educational practice, focusing on elaborating the practical
experience and perception while neglecting the guidance of theoretical viewpoints
and the introduction and absorption of others’ research achievements, which
results in a very serious problem of a flood of low level and repetitive research.
This must arouse the attention of pedagogy research circles.

2.5.3 The academic overview and comment articles of pedagogy are few

Totally there are 1446 theses, less than 4 percent of the total publications.
However, the rational, timely and critical academic overview and comment are
just the indispensable part for the healthy development of the subject.

3 Analysis on the influence of pedagogical periodicals during
2000-2004

A periodical is an important carrier for academic information and the major place
to publish research results. It plays an important role in accelerating academic
exchange and promoting the subject development. But the research into the
relationship between the quality of periodicals and influential power has drawn
much attention. As there are various connections among cited works, the most
striking one is citation relation. In the late 1960s researchers tended to study the
influential power of periodicals by citation relation among the literature. This
method should be based on large amounts of data and thus it can objectively and
scientifically reflect the influential power of periodicals (Su, 2001).
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As Table 6 shows, among pedagogical papers embodied in CSSCI, 28 299
papers are published in academic pedagogical journals, accounting for 76.9
percent; and 8 498 papers are published in other periodicals, accounting for 23.1
percent. Compared with sociology (23.1 percent of sociological theses embodied
in CSSCI are published in sociological periodicals, while theses published in
non-sociological periodicals account for 76.9 percent), two conclusions are drawn
as follows: one is that there are many professional periodicals in pedagogy,
making it easy to publish the research productivity; the other is that the
compatibility of pedagogical theses with other academic periodicals and its
adaptability are not as good as sociology.

Table 6 Overview over pedagogical papers embodiment (2000-2004)

Year Classification
Number of papers Number of Number of Number of
embodied by pedagogical pedagogical pedagogical
pedagogical papers embodied  papers embodied  papers embodied
periodicals by CSSCI by pedagogical by other
periodicals periodicals
2000 5356 6421 4759 1662
2001 5838 6710 5275 1435
2002 6771 7 549 5812 1737
2003 6797 7 635 6 059 1576
2004 7268 8482 6394 2 088
Total 32030 36 797 28 299 8498

As mentioned above, there are five ways to examine and analyze the influence
of academic periodicals as follows: the first is the absolute amount of citations,
i.e. the absolute amount of publications cited in some periodicals in the citation
index; the second is the relative amount of citations, which is indicated in a
journal’s impact factor in the citation analysis; the third is influential extent,
which is used to reflect how many periodicals this periodical is cited in; the fourth
is the half-life of the periodical, which is mainly used to survey its life circle;
the fifth is “the index within the same year”, which refers to the speed of being
cited by other research. When these five sets of data are completely integrated,
the influential power of a periodical can be correctly reflected. This paper is
aiming at dealing with the influential power of the pedagogical periodical from
the first four aspects.

3.1 Analysis on the absolute amount of publications cited in pedagogical
papers

Journal influence can be shown by the absolute amount of citations, which refers
to one periodical’s total papers cited in CSSCI within a year. This kind of statistics
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shows the influence that all publications of journals had in the past, which is very
important to the humanities and social sciences, because there is a great difference
among half-life for periodicals of each subject of humanities and social sciences.
Some research results made several years ago have been seldom cited, while for
such fields as history, archaeology, anthropology and literature, research made
more than ten years ago can still be considered as important references for current
research.

Table 7 shows that among the citations in pedagogical papers of CSSCI during
20002004, there were 6 450 types of domestic and foreign periodicals involved,
of which 2 809 were foreign periodicals. Table 7 lists the first 62 periodicals that
cited 100 pedagogical papers during 2000—2004.

Based on this information, the authors have come to the following
conclusions.

First, according to the annual average number of citations, 62 periodicals
mentioned above can be classed into five levels. Educational Research ranks
the first with 2 436 papers cited and 500 papers per year; Journal of Higher
Education, E-education Research, Exploring Education Development and China
Audio Video Education as well as Global Education belong to the second level
with the annual average cited quantity of 160-260; the third level is the nine
periodicals that the annual average quoted quantity is 80—160; the fourth level is
the 27 periodicals with the annual average quoted quantity of 30-80, and there
are 20 types of periodicals in the fifth level, the total citations of each journal
range from 100 to 150. There is a great discrepancy in the total citations of each
level and annual average citations.

Second, foreign academic journals cited in pedagogical papers are relatively
few and the international degree of the pedagogical research needs to be improved.
Only six foreign language periodicals specialized in educational psychology,
educational technology, teacher education, children development, etc. were listed
in the first 62 periodicals that were most cited in pedagogical theses, accounting
for 9.68 percent. Journal of Educational Psychology ranks the 21%, in which
over 344 papers were cited, others rank after the 40th, and the cited number
was not more than 150. In the period of 2000-2004, citations of sociology papers
embodied in CSSCI involved 4 199 foreign and domestic periodicals, of which
1961 were foreign periodicals, accounting for 46.7 percent. Among the first
50 periodicals, there were seven foreign language periodicals, accounting for
14 percent. Thus pedagogical research needs to learn and absorb the research
findings of international pedagogical circle.

Third, among journals cited the most in pedagogical papers, only ten are
non-pedagogical periodicals, accounting for 16.3 percent, of which four
are comprehensive social sciences, including Social Sciences in China, three are
psychological periodicals, excluding what is taken as a branch field of pedagogy
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Table 7 Preceding 62 periodicals quoted most by pedagogical papers (2000—2004)

SN Name of periodical Sponsor The number of papers cited

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

1 Educational Research ~ China National Institute 415 371 461 639 550 2436
for Educational
Research
2 Journal of Higher Huazhong University 183 210 271 289 356 1309
Education of Science and
Technology
3 E-education Research ~ Chinese E-education 154 169 203 255 301 1082
Research Association
4 Exploring Education Educational Scientific 139 179 253 174 255 1000
Development (original ~ Research Institute
Shanghai Higher of Shanghai City
Education Research)
5 China Audiovisual China National 124 148 180 266 270 988
Education E-education Center
6  Global Education East China Normal 100 115 175 255 203 848
(original Foreign University
Education
Documents)
7  Academic Degrees & Academic Degree 157 102 123 144 231 757
Graduate Education Commission of
the State Council
8  Comparative Beijing Normal 66 109 129 218 222 744
Education Review University
9 Curriculum, Teaching  Curriculum & Teaching 77 127 136 151 168 659
Material and Material Research
Method Institute of People’s
Education Publishing
House
10  China Higher Ministry of Education 74 96 135 145 198 648
Education
11 Theory and Practice Department of Education 51 89 119 133 150 542
of Education of Shanxi Province
12 Journal of East China  East China Normal 88 110 113 109 100 520
Normal University University
(Educational Sciences)
13 Psychological Science ~ Chinese Psychological 70 120 83 111 112 496
Society
14 Chinese Journal of China National Institute 29 37 39 98 233 436

Special Education

for Educational
Research
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(Continued)

SN Name of periodical Sponsor The number of papers cited

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

15 Teacher Education Beijing Normal 47 58 77 115 131 428
Research (original University
Higher Normal
Education Research)

16  Studies in Foreign Northeast Normal 55 45 59 109 117 385
Education University

17  Journal of Beijing Beijing Normal 44 69 84 82 92 371
Normal University University
(Social Sciences)

18 Education Research Huazhong Normal 73 75 7270 75 365
and Experiment University

19 Jiangsu Higher Jiangsu Education Press 34 50 77 94 107 362
Education

20 Tsinghua Journal of Tsinghua University 22 42 78 81 129 352
Education

21 Journal of Educational ~American Psychological 68 60 51 96 69 344
Psychology Association, USA

22 Journal of the Chinese  Chinese Education 53 57 71 67 81 329

Society of Education Society
23 ACTA Psychologica Chinese Psychological 78 60 57 74 51 320

Sinica Society
24 Distance Education China Central Radio 5 26 58 98 128 315
in China & TV University
25 People’s Education Ministry of Education 47 30 47 83 86 293
26 Education & Economy  Huazhong Normal 38 29 39 64 83 253
University
27 China Higher China Higher Education 30 28 36 56 99 249
Education Research Society
28 Psychology Beijing Normal 34 s1 37 74 52 248
Development and University
Education
29  Journal of China China Association for 27 38 121 16 39 241
Association for Mental ~ Mental Health
Health
30 Shanghai Research Educational Scientific 40 48 53 50 36 227
on Education Research Institute
of Shanghai City
31 Science & Management China Science Studies & 16 50 21 78 38 203
of S. & T Scientific Technology
Policy Seminar
32 Xinhua Digest People’s Publishing 28 40 39 40 48 195

House
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(Continued)
SN Name of periodical Sponsor The number of papers cited
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total
33 Education Review Educational Scientific 33 30 37 45 49 194
Research Institute of
Fujian Province
34  Education Magazine Shanghai Education 23 38 30 46 51 188
Magazine
35 China Higher China Higher Education 16 54 36 44 27 177
Education Evaluation ~ Evaluation Seminar
36 Higher Education of Lanzhou University 10 22 26 57 59 174
Sciences
37 Education Science Liaoning Normal 24 24 34 34 52 168
University
38 Open Education Shanghai Distant 16 18 21 32 68 165
Research Education Group
39 Foreign Language Beijing Foreign Studies 9 10 30 24 91 164
Teaching & Research University
40 Researches in Higher ~ Huazhong Universityof 35 15 19 36 58 163
Education of Science & Technology
Engineering
41 Social Sciences in Chinese Academy of 22 21 37 44 38 162
China Social Sciences
42 Foreign Language World Shanghai Foreign 5 15 18 33 87 158
Language Teaching
Material Center
43 Youth Studies Youth & Children Studies 48 12 32 14 36 142
Institute of Chinese
Academy of Social
Sciences
44  Educational Education Technology 17 18 23 35 48 141
Technology Publication Inc
45 Educational Assoc Supervision 8§ 21 44 37 26 136
Leadership Curriculum
Development, USA
46 Elementary and Shanghai Normal 23 27 22 37 26 135
Secondary Education University
in Foreign Countries
47 World Education China International 28 21 38 25 16 128
Information Document Service
Center
48 Modern Special Jiangsu Education Press 12 12 15 24 62 125
Education
49  Journal of Teacher American Assoc Coll 25 8 13 39 36 121

Education

Teach Educ, USA
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(Continued)

SN Name of periodical

Sponsor

The number of papers cited

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Total

50

51

51

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

Child Development

Education Reference
Education Reference
Material

Educational Technology
for Foreign Language
Teaching

Copied Newspapers
& Periodicals
Material-Higher
Education

Journal of Philosophy

Educational Science
Research

Journal of Nanjing
Normal University
(Social Sciences)

Review of Educational
Research

Foreign Higher
Education Material

School Administration

Education Exploration

Studies in Preschool
Education

Society for Research in
Development, USA

Shanghai Education Press

Guangzhou Education &
Scientific Research
Institute

Shanghai International
Studies University

Renmin University of
China

Institute of Philosophy of

Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences
Beijing Education &
Scientific Research
Institute
Nanjing Normal
University

American Educational
Research Association,
USA

Xiamen University

Beijing Education

Administrative College

Educational Committee
of Heilongjiang
Province

Infant Education Institute

of CES

19

23
21

28

21

16

23

23
24

14

12

14

18

19

13

13

24

29

26

23

29

26

24

17

20

23

22

20

35

30

26

30

24

31

22

33

19

24

20

22

25

29

22

15

15

52

21

33

36

25

38

20

29

40

118

116

116

115

112

110

109

107

105

103

102

100

100

such as educational psychology, etc., others are Philosophical Research, Research
of Youth and Child Development. This indicates that the attention and cited rate of
the pedagogical research to the research findings of other humanities and social
science fields are relatively low. However, among the first 50 academic periodicals
concurrently cited most in sociological theses, 27 are non-sociological periodicals,
which involve many subjects such as economics, history, psychology, city
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planning and management, politics and nationality, etc. As a matter of fact,
“Education and society as well as each respective field are associated,” so the
pedagogical research shall absorb more research findings in other subjects.

Fourth, pedagogical periodicals that have definite research directions mainly
are distributed in five fields. There are only half of periodicals with definite
research directions, mainly in four or five fields. Twelve periodicals focus
on higher education (including secondary literature periodical Newspaper &
Journal Article Reprints—Higher Education), accounting for 19.35 percent; the
subsequent ones are educational technology (remote education) (six periodicals,
accounting for 9.68 percent), psychological research (five periodicals, accounting
for 8.06 percent), study in foreign education (four periodicals, accounting
for 6.45 percent), foreign language teaching research (three periodicals), two
periodicals of elementary and secondary school education and two of special
education research are listed. This reflects the hot spot and keystone of
pedagogical and psychological research to some extent, and can be mutually
verified with apropos statistical data in the later part of this article.

Finally, colleges and universities, especially normal universities, are still
the center of the pedagogical research in China. According to the analysis of
sponsoring institutions of 56 Chinese periodicals, 11 periodicals are sponsored
by the Ministry of Education, other ministries and commissions, China National
Institute for Educational Research, People’s Education Press and other related
institutions, accounting for 19.64 percent, periodicals sponsored by national
institutional organizations occupy 16.07 percent. 11 periodicals are sponsored
by provincial/city education departments or research institutions, accounting
for 19.64 percent, and those sponsored by colleges and universities, accounting
for 37.10 percent. Among periodicals sponsored by colleges and universities,
except for periodicals such as Journal of Higher Education, Tsinghua Journal
of Education and China Distant Education etc., other 14 periodicals are all
sponsored by normal universities, thus reflecting that they still dominate the
pedagogical and psychological research. It should be noted that four journals
sponsored by Beijing Normal University are listed: Comparative Education
Review (eight place), Teacher Education Research (15" place), Journal of
Beijing Normal University (Social Sciences) (17" place) and Psychological
Development and Education (28th place); two periodicals of East China Normal
University and Huazhong Normal University are matriculated; North East
Normal University, Nanjing Normal University, Shanghai Normal University and
Liaoning Normal University have one periodical matriculated respectively.
Academic periodicals are not only the place to publish research findings but also
reflect the academic level and influence. Table 7 reflects somewhat the pattern of
the education science research of normal universities in China. It cannot be
ignored that Huazhong University of Science and Technology has two periodicals
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matriculated, i.e. Journal of Higher Education and Researches in Higher
Education of Engineering, and they rank the second place and 40th place,
indicating that the pedagogical research pattern monopolized by normal
universities has been broken.

3.2 Analysis on the impact factor of pedagogical periodicals

If the absolute amount of journal citations influenced by the quantity of
publications in each issue results in a deviation evaluation of academic influences
of the periodical, the mean citations per paper can make amends. Therefore,
citations per paper become an important index for surveying the academic
influence of the periodical, which is called the “journal impact factor”. This
concept has been introduced by E. Cafield in 1972 as a measure of the frequency
with which the “average article” in a journal has been cited in a given period of
time. As a micro-measurement, it is an objective response to the journal, helping
evaluate a journal’s relative importance. The impact factor is calculated by
dividing the number of current citations into articles published in the two previous
years by the total number of articles published in the two previous years (Garfield,
1972).

Obviously, the higher journal impact factor is, the larger its function and
influence is assumed to be in the development and communications of this field,
and the higher its academic level is. Table 8 lists the first 40 periodicals based on
impact factor of pedagogy. Two points need to be explained: non-pedagogical
periodicals (such as Acta Psychology Sinica, Psychological Science, Journal of
Beijing Normal University (Social Sciences), etc.) are not included in Table §;
and as the quantity of theses published on foreign language periodicals is difficult
to obtain, we are not able to get the impact factor of foreign language pedagogy
periodicals.

The following conclusions are based on Table 8.

First, the impact factor of pedagogical periodicals is not universally high
although CSSCI selects 30 pedagogical periodicals, and embodies about 7,000
pedagogical theses every year. Except Educational Research and other two
periodicals, the impact factor of others is less than 0.3, and that of 18 periodicals
is less than 0.1, accounting for 45 percent of listed periodicals. The reason is
mainly that the quantity of citations in pedagogy is low.

Second, according to the impact factor, the pedagogical periodicals can be
divided into four levels. Educational Research and Journal of Higher Education
rank the first in the pedagogical field as both of their citations and impact factor
are far ahead; the second level pedagogical periodicals consist of the periodicals
with the impact factor of 0.2-0.4, such as Journal of East China Normal
University (Education Sciences), Chinese Journal of Special Education sponsored
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Table 8 Preceding 40 influence factors towards educational periodicals (2000-2004)

SN Name of periodical Influence factors
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Average
1 Educational Research 0.486 0.470 0.58 0.705 0.538 0.556
2 Journal of Higher Education 0.372 0362 0.393 0.455 0.608 0.438
3 Journal of East China Normal 0.281 0.340 0.372 0.391 0.167 0.310
University (Education Sciences)
4 Chinese Journal of Special 0.236 0.209 0.204 0.285 0.555 0.298
Education
5 E-education Research 0.242 0.275 0.259 0.300 0.306 0.276
6 Global Education 0.234 0.225 0319 0.387 0.184 0.270
7 Academic Degrees & Graduate 0.262 0.192 0.251 0.213 0375 0.259
Education
8 Comparative Education Review 0.162 0.214 0.227 0.340 0.253 0.239
9 Education Research & Experiment ~ 0.232 0.180 0.211 0.261 0.256  0.228
10 Education Reference Material 0.429 0.263 0.293 0.083 0.033  0.220
11 Teacher Education Research 0.138 0.137 0.169 0.295 0.312 0.210
12 Education & Economy 0.177 0.108 0.181 0.228 0.328 0.204
13 Exploring Education Development ~ 0.207 0.199 0.251 0.145 0.214  0.203
14 Tsinghua Journal of Education 0.081 0.115 0.180 0.239 0.29 0.181
15 Curriculum, Teaching Material 0.081 0.192 0.204 0.172 0.232 0.176
and Method
16  Studies in Foreign Education 0.178 0.107 0.154 0.227 0.180 0.169
17 China Audiovisual Education 0.104 0.089 0.164 0.256 0.223 0.167
18 Theory and Practice of Education 0.108 0.122 0.165 0.193 0.197 0.157
19 Journal of the Chinese Society of 0.095 0.140 0.214 0.120 0.096 0.133
Education
20 Chinese Higher Education 0.095 0.096 0.130 0.134 0.149 0.121
21 Open Education Research 0.088 0.058 0.149 0.105 0.169 0.114
22 Prospects 0.058 0.215 0.098 0.078 0.096 0.109
23 Education Science 0.062 0.073 0.137 0.084 0.139  0.099
24 Educational Technology for 0.028 0.055 0.096 0.068 0.240 0.097
Foreign Language Teaching
25 Jiangsu Higher Education 0.044 0.080 0.085 0.104 0.098 0.082
26  Modern Education Technology 0.029 0.000 0.055 0.111 0.168 0.073
27  China Distant Education 0.027 0.05 0.083 0.104 0.091 0.071
28  Higher Education Exploration 0.042 0.039 0.087 0.085 0.081 0.067
29  Higher Education of Sciences 0.048 0.080 0.051 0.064 0.083 0.065
30  Researches in Higher Education 0.092 0.062 0.017 0.071 0.079  0.064
of Engineering
31 Elementary and Secondary 0.051 0.067 0.035 0.107 0.059 0.064
Education in Foreign Countries
32 Modern University Education 0.023 0.060 0.051 0.056 0.092 0.056
33 China University Teaching 0.036 0.053 0.061 0.053 0.071 0.055
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(Continued)

SN Name of periodical Influence factors

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Average

34 Modern Distance Education 0.030 0.076 0.071 0.036 0.056 0.054
35 Shanghai Research on Education 0.051 0.043 0.056 0.049 0.024 0.045
36 Chinese Higher Education 0.034 0.023 0.020 0.032 0.056 0.033
Research
37  Journal of Educational Studies 0.003 0.017 0.035 0.034 0.062 0.030
38  People’s Education 0.01 0.014 0.025 0.069 0.032 0.030
39  Education Review 0.042 0.028 0.028 0.016 0.030 0.029
40  Journal of Heibei Normal 0.000 0.004 0.057 0.037 0.045 0.029

University (Education Sciences)

by Central Education Science Research Institute and other nine periodicals; the
third level periodicals have 21 periodicals with the impact factor of 0.05-0.2; and
the rest that are not included in Table 8 can be classified as the fourth level. The
34 periodicals of the first three levels constitute the main body of the pedagogical
periodicals embodied in CSSCI.

Third, the influence extent of pedagogical periodicals is an index to examine
the academic influence of the journal from another angle, which analyzes its
influence on other periodicals from the angle of how many periodicals have
cited this periodical. Although it is reflected through the citations of periodicals,
it shows the distribution extent of scholars that have cited this periodical and
scholar groups. Table 8 shows the first 57 periodicals among the pedagogical
periodicals with the greatest influence during 2000-2004.

From Table 9, it can be found that if 30 is taken as the dividing line of the
influence extent, i.e. the first 13 periodicals are in the first 30 of the impact factor,
if the periodicals with the influence extent in the first 30 are taken into account,
most of them are also in the first 30 journal impact factor. Therefore, the
conclusion can be drawn that the influence extent of the pedagogical periodical
has the positive correlation with the absolute amount of citations.

What needs to be emphasized is that the influence of pedagogical journals
obviously has gone beyond the field of professional pedagogical periodical,
which is listed in the first eight periodicals at the aspect of influence extent,
and its annual average influence extent is far ahead of 30 periodicals embodied
in CSSCI, and is over 40 types in the latest two years, especially Educational
Research and Journal of Higher Education that are in the first two places,
they surpassed 90 types and approached 100. These data show that the inter-
disciplinary and its academic achievements also have effects on the whole social
science field.
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Table 9 Preceding 57 educational periodicals with broad influence (2000-2004)

SN Name of periodical Influence extent of periodical (Unit: kind
number of periodicals)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Average

1 Educational Research 73 69 76 85 99 804
2 Journal of Higher Education 49 65 72 85 9% 734
3 Exploring Education Development 35 50 72 64 61 564
4 Chinese Higher Education 42 38 48 67 68  52.6
5 Comparative Education Review 34 39 50 57 55  47.0
6 Journal of East China Normal 30 38 35 46 45  38.0
University (Education Sciences)
7 Theory and Practice of Education 29 35 38 43 47 384
8 Global Education 34 30 39 42 40  37.0
9 Education Research & Experiment 30 33 33 31 32 318
10 Tsinghua Journal of Education 12 20 33 38 53 312
11 Curriculum, Teaching Material and 23 26 28 38 40 31.0
Method
12 Jiangsu Higher Education 15 24 31 37 45 304
13 Journal of the Chinese Society of 25 23 35 32 35 30.0
Education
14 Studies in Foreign Education 23 20 26 26 45  28.0
15 Academic Degrees & Graduate 15 24 33 20 35 254
Education
15 China Higher Education Research 16 20 21 28 42 254
17 Education & Economy 19 12 23 31 38  24.duc6
17 People’s Education 20 21 23 30 29 246
19 Education Review 20 19 25 27 31 244
20 China Audiovisual Education 17 15 27 30 32 242
21 E-education Research 13 15 23 31 33 230
22 Fujian Tribune (A Economics & 8 17 37 47 0 21.8
Sociology Monthly)
23 Shanghai Research on Education 17 16 19 23 23 19.6
24 Teacher Education Research 18 22 23 30 4 194
24 Education Science 14 13 19 18 33 194
26 Modern University Education 9 13 22 24 25  18.6
27 Education Exploration 9 6 17 24 31 174
28 China University Teaching 15 11 18 17 24 17.0
29 Heilongjiang Higher Education 7 11 12 16 36 164
Research
30 Researches in Higher Education of 13 12 9 22 24 16.0
Engineering
31 Educational Science Research 7 7 13 22 29 15.6
31 China Distant Education 5 14 22 29 156
33 Journal of Ningbo University 4 11 20 12 27 148

(Education Sciences)
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(Continued)

SN Name of periodical Influence extent of periodical (Unit: kind
number of periodicals)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Average

34 Higher Education Exploration 7 8 11 19 27 144
34 Education Reference 17 12 15 17 11 144
34 Liaoning Education Research 15 13 9 17 18 144
34 Elementary and Secondary 12 17 14 15 14 144
Education in Foreign Countries
38 World Education Information 15 13 16 14 12 14.0
39 China Higher Education Evaluation 11 12 16 19 10 13.6
40 Shanghai Education 10 12 13 13 19 134
41 School Administration 10 8 16 10 22 132
42 Jiangxi Education Research 11 9 15 15 15  13.0
42 Journal of Educational Studies 2 11 13 18 21 13.0
44 Journal of Teaching & Management 3 8 16 16 21 12.8
45 China Education Info 11 16 11 14 9 122
45 Open Education Research 7 8 14 11 21 12.2
47 Journal of Research on Education for 9 5 13 12 20 11.8
Ethnic Minorities
47 Foreign Higher Education Material 10 9 14 13 13 11.8
49 Chinese Adult Education 3 9 9 12 24 114
50  Peking University Education Review 6 6 3 14 25 108
50 Contemporary Educational Science 6 7 10 19 12 108
52 Basic Education Reference 11 10 17 15 0 10.6
52 Prospects 10 12 16 15 0 10.6
52 Financial Teaching & Research 7 8 7 16 15 10.6
52 Modern Primary and Secondary 3 12 8 11 19  10.6
Education

56 Journal of Heibei Normal University 0 2 16 15 19 104
(Education Sciences)
57 Education and Vocation 6 6 12 11 17 104
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