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Fundamental skills of child reading development
HAO Ying. SONG Yixuan
Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing, Jiangsu 210024 , China
Abstract: Reading is a cornerstone of children’s cognitive, reasoning, and socio-emotional development. In the Simple
View of Reading, reading is regarded as coordinated development of two components, decoding and language
comprehension. Based on this framework, this article summarizes fundamental skills and developmental trajectories relevant
to each of the two components. Decoding mainly depends on children’s orthographic knowledge, phonological awareness,
and efficient grapheme-phoneme correspondences. Language comprehension mostly draws on vocabulary knowledge,
grammar, discourse cohesion, inferencing skills, working memory, and narrative skills. Clarifying these fundamental skills

helps parents, teachers, and clinicians identify children’s specific areas of difficulties and form more targeted, effective

intervention plans.
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