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Study of the Prefaces and Postscripts to Lun Heng

Tang Xiaolin

(The Basic Science Department, Yangzhou Polytechnic Institute, Yangzhou 225127, China)

Abstract: Because of the richness of its materials and the uniqueness of its thought, Wang Chong’s Lun
Heng which stood on the opposite side of the mainstream thinking , received mixed reviews from later generations,
and had an impact on the publication and dissemination of Lun Heng. The prefaces and postscripts are crucial
materials for the study of Lun Heng s acceptance history. They are mostly written by the collectors, com-
mentators, enthusiasts, critics and publishers of Lun Heng. Therefore, taking the prefaces and postscripts as
the starting point not only enables a clear presentation of the publication and dissemination process of various
editions of Lun Heng, but also clarifies the relationships and origins among these different editions. By analyzing
the various criticisms of Lun Heng during different periods, it is possible to reveal the complex mental state of
the authors of the prefaces and postscripts, who were caught between affirming Wang Chong’ s value and
maintaining the mainstream ideology, under the influence of literary theories, ideological tendencies, and social
ecology at that time. This becomes an important part of the history of the acceptance of Lun Heng, and also
reflects the social situation of that time. In conclusion, the prefaces and postscripts of Lun Heng are an extremely
important part of the documentation and research of this work, their value deserves to be recognized.
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