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Pegasus 3: Breakthroughs in Film Industry Aesthetics and
Authorial Genre Filmmaking
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2. School of Arts and Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: Pegasus 3, released during the 2026 spring Festival season, achieved impressive box office
success season, has emerged as an important example of the industrial upgrading of genre cinema . This
article examines the film from three perspectives—film industrial aesthetics, consumerism and gender narra-
tive, and auteur theory—to explore how it achieves a balance among industrialized genre production, cultural
symptom expression, and auteurist writing. On one hand, through high-spec practical shooting, sound
design, and spectacular racetrack scenes, the film intensifies sensory immersion and demonstrates an upgrade
in the industrial aesthetics of racing films. On the other hand, through the construction of capital, technol-
ogy, and a male competitive community, it presents the gender narrative features embedded in the logic of
consumerist spectacle, as well as the anxieties of the contemporary male subject. At the same time, director
Han Han, drawing on his professional racing experience, continuously integrates personal motifs into genre

narration, giving the film the distinct characteristics of an “auteur-driven genre film”. Pegasus 3 shows that
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when lived experience, industrial systems, and the spirit of the times work together, commercial genre films

can not only achieve market success but also generate aesthetic expression rich in cultural significance and

auteurial distinctiveness.

Key words: Pegasus 3; industrial aesthetics; consumerism and gender narrative; auteur-driver genre

film; racing film
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