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Research on the Mechanism of Rural E-commerce

Empowering County-level Inclusive Growth
ZHANG Yongqiang ZHANG Xian

Northeast Agricultural University, Harbin 150030, Heilongjiang, China

Abstract: Inclusive growth serves as the core path to advance high—quality economic units of the
national economy and vital links connecting urban and rural areas, counties witness inclusive growth levels
that directly determine balanced regional development and equitable sharing of development achievements
among all people. Taking 90 counties in Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Guangdong provinces from 2014 to 2022 as
research samples, this paper constructs two—way fixed effect model, mediating effect model, threshold model
and spatial econometric model to decompose the direct impact, indirect impact, potential threshold effect and
spatial spillover effect of rural e~commerce on county—level inclusive growth. The empirical results reveal
that rural e—commerce exerts a significantly stable and positive direct promotion effect on county— level
inclusive growth. Heterogeneity analysis shows that its empowering effect varies across counties dominated by
different industries, with divergent infrastructure conditions and population densities, demonstrating that the
effect relies on specific local foundational conditions. Mechanism verification indicates that rural e—
commerce indirectly fuels inclusive growth through optimiscale. Threshold effect analysis presents that the
empowering effect of rural e— commerce shows non—linear characteristics along with changes in facility
agriculture scale and labor force scale, with obvious threshold values existing. Spatial econometric results
confirm remarkable positive spatial spillover effect, which is far stronger than the direct effect, reflecting
prominent regional collaborative attributes of rural e—commerce development. Accordingly, relevant
departments should further improve rural e—commerce in—frastructure to consolidate the foundation of
inclusive growth, adopt targeted classified policies in light of county heterogeneity, deepen the integration of
e—commerce with industry and consumption focusing on dual empowerment paths, and attach importance to
threshold constraints and spatial linkage effects to boost intercounty coordinated development, so as to fully
unleash the empowering potential of rural e~commerce for county—level inclusive growth.

Key words: rural e-commerce; county—level inclusive growth; industrial structure upgrading; con—

sumption expansion; spatial spillover





