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Research on craft characteristics and contemporary revitalization

paths of Hangzhou leno from the intangible cultural heritage perspective

Li Chang, Cao Qiuling

College of Textile Engineering, Henan University of Engineering, Zhengzhou 450007, Henan, China

Abstract: To address the problems of vague value recognition and single revitalization path in the
contemporary inheritance of Hangzhou leno weaving technique. Hangzhou leno fabric was taken as
the research object, and literature research, field investigation and case analysis were adopted, and
field investigations were carried out at China National Silk Museum, Zhejiang Intangible Cultural
Heritage Museum, and the Starbucks Hefang Street Intangible Cultural Heritage Concept Store. The
category characteristics of Hangzhou leno and the craft value of its core “water-weaving” method
were systematically analyzed, the evolutionary patterns of traditional Hangzhou leno looms were
traced, and the contemporary revitalization paths were summarized. The results indicated that
Hangzhou leno could be classified into horizontal leno and vertical leno, as well as plain leno and
figured leno, with five-shuttle leno representing the classic specification of horizontal leno. Through
weft yarns soaking and degumming, water-weaving and precise tension control, the water-weaving

method rendered fabric crisp, breathable, and stable in shape. After semi-automatic transformation,
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the production efficiency of traditional Hangzhou leno looms was improved. At present, three diverse

revitalization paths have been formed: collection display, commercial integration, and cross-field

application.
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Fig. 1 Horizontal leno(Image source: photographed by Li Chang at Zhejiang Intangible Cultural Heritage Museum on 29 January 2026)
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Fig.2 Plain leno and figured leno fabrics
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Fig. 3 Hangzhou leno fabrics drape display( Image source :
photographed by Li Chang at Starbucks Hefang Street
Store on 24 February 2026)
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Fig. 4 Traditional Hangzhou leno clothing( Image source: photographed by Li Chang at Zhejiang Intangible Cultural Heritage

Museum on 29 January 2026 )
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Fig. 5 Hangzhou leno loom( Image source: photographed by Li Chang at China National Silk Museum on 25 January 2026)
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Fig. 6 Double-sided colored figured leno fabric (Image

source: photographed by Li Chang at China
National Silk Museum on 25 January 2026)
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Fig.7 Hangzhou leno skill science popularization exhibition
(TImage source: photographed by Li Chang at Zhejiang
Intangible Cultural Heritage Museum on 29 January 2026)
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Fig. 8 Application scenes of Hangzhou leno (Image source: photographed by Li Chang at Starbucks Hefang Street

Store on 24 February 2026)
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Fig.9 Hangzhou leno products (Image source: photographed by Li Chang at Zhejiang Intangible

Cultural Heritage Museum on 29 January 2026)
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