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bacterial susceptibility to conventional antibiotics in vitro and in vivo.
  Understanding resistance as an emergent property of microbial 
symbiosis opens new avenues for therapeutic intervention. Targeting 
both bacterial pathogens and their symbiotic partners, including 
phages and fungi, may provide dual-action or multi-target strategies 
to disrupt resistance networks. Strategies could include modifying 
phage therapy to interfere with symbiotic interactions[5], and 
exploiting fungal–bacterial dependencies within biofilms could 
sensitize microbial communities to existing antimicrobials[6].
  Counterpoints to this hypothesis include the argument that classical 
mutation-selection dynamics alone may sufficiently explain 
many resistance patterns, and that not all microbial communities 
display stable or cooperative symbioses. Additionally, horizontal 
gene transfer can occur independently of long-term symbiotic 
relationships, suggesting that symbiosis may amplify but not 
exclusively drive resistance evolution. Ultimately, the Resistance 
Symbiosis Hypothesis offers a conceptual framework for rethinking 
antimicrobial resistance as a community-driven phenomenon, 
encouraging the development of innovative, ecology-informed 
strategies to address this escalating global crisis.
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The authors would like to correct an error in the Abstract of the original article. The original sentence reads: “The conflict claimed over 36 000 
Palestinian lives, with women and children making up 70% of the casualties, and resulted in more than 80 000 injuries”. The sentence should 
have read: “ The conflict claimed over 40 000 Palestinian lives, with women and children making up 70% of the casualties, and resulted in 
more than 90 000 injuries”. The error does not affect the conclusion of the study. The authors apologize for the error and the inconvenience it 
might have caused to readers.
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