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During its four years of existence, Frontiers of Literary Studies in China has 
presented to the international scholarly audience 108 essays in English 
translation dealing with Chinese Literature. Such an accomplishment is indeed 
notable but it was only the praiseworthy, first step of what will prove to be long 
odyssey. Over one-hundred years ago, regarding the ideal scholarly world, Wang 
Guowei 王国维, in his “Preface” to Guoxue congkan 国学丛刊 (An anthology 
of Chinese scholarship), wrote: “In scholarship there is no old and new, no East 
and West, and no purposefulness or uselessness.” Frontiers of Literary Studies in 
China will now become a forum created in China for international exchange that 
allows Chinese and non-Chinese scholars of differing political, cultural and 
scholarly backgrounds to engage in meaningful dialogue. Such an approach will 
be much more than simply giving a “voice” to scholars in China as we did in the 
past. 

Beginning with the 2011 Spring Issue, Frontiers of Literary Studies in China 
will change from being a journal of “selected essays” to one that will include 
“original essays,” that is, essays will be published that were originally written in 
English; or, that were written in Chinese and not yet published in other journals 
(they will be first peer-reviewed and then translated into English); or, that were 
first published in a Chinese publication, received critical acclaim, and then 
translated after necessary revisions were made. In other words, the editorial 
policy will no longer be only to translate directly into English the 
already-published journal articles. 

Under this new editorial policy, however, we will continue to seek essays 
dealing with all fields related to Chinese Literature, including Classical Chinese 
Literature, Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature, Comparative and 
World Literature, Literary Theory and the History of Literary Criticism. 
Contributors will not be limited to academics, nor will there be any limitation of 
place of origin and nationality. We will also re-organize the editorial board, 
adding European, American and Japanese scholars. It should also be remembered 
that this may just be the beginning of editorial change; further adjustments to 
editorial policy will be made if the need arises. 

As the editor-in-chief, I feel the weight of a certain historical responsibility 
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and might not be able to carry it out fully, knowing my own limitations, but, 
nonetheless, we must move forward. It is our hope that the new board of editors, 
in the coming issues, will strive to open a much wider space for our scholarly 
development. 

 
 

 
CHEN Pingyuan 
January 1, 2011 
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