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Thematic Innovation and Communication Value of the Film Scare Out from
the Perspective of Framing Theory

PENG Cui, LI Yilin

(School of Journalism and Communication, Hebei University, Baoding 071002, China)

Abstract: Scare Out, the first Chinese spy film focusing on contemporary national security, was directed
by Zhang Yimou and produced with the guidance of the Ministry of State Security. As a critically acclaimed film
in the 2026 Spring Festival season, it ranked third at the box office. Through the construction of a three-tiered
framework—operating on high, medium, and low level—the film achieved thematic innovation in terms of its
subject matter, social context, narrative logic, promotional strategies, symbolic construction, and cognitive
framing. The synergistic effect of these three frameworks transformed the dissemination of the national security
concept from a unidirectional educational endeavor into an active audience engagement in meaning production.
While deepening public understanding of national security, the film also provided a compelling model for how
new mainstream cinema can bridge the gap between core values and commercial logic.
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